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10 gamblers arrested
From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, June 6 : Phulpur police arrested 10 gamblers
from different areas of the thana recently.

While conducting a drive to curb gambling, police arrested
five ns from Danta Bazaar, four from village Sakalla and
one from the thana sadar. Gamb activities is on sharp rise

in many places of the district which is affecting the normal life
style of people.

Youth commits suicide

From A Correspondent
MAGURA, June 6 : A youngman committed suicide on May
28 by drinking poison in Kullia village of the sadar thana.
e victim was identified as Rafiqul Islam, 25, son of Asad
Biswas. The cause of suicide was family troubles.

UP chairman arrested

NETRAKONA, June 6 : The chairman of Birshirli Union
Parishad (UP) under Durgapur thana was arrested by Netrakona
police from a guest house here on Monday.

Raliqul Islam, the UP chairman was arrested in connection
with a case. Police said, Islam physically assaulted one woman
named Swareshyati Rani of Birishiri. A case was filed by
Swarishyati with Durgapur Police Station. Police after
receiving a secret information rushed to the guest house where
he was hiding and arrested him.

Seminar on child trafficking

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, June 6 : A seminar on organising social
movement against Child and Woman Trafficking and
repression on them was arranged at Keshabpur Thana Parishad
auditorium under the auspices of ts, Jessore recently.

Presided over by the Treasurer of Rights, Jessore, Taslim
Ahmed, it was attended by woman MP Aleya Afroz as the chief
guest. Ex-MNA Subodh Mitra was the main speaker. Binoy
Krishna Mollick, acting General Secretary, Rights, Jessor read
out the key-note paper.

Paddy loaded truck snatched

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, June 6 : A paddy loaded truck was snatched
away from near kola bazaar in Kaliganj thana on May 31 night.
Police said a gang of armedmen took control of the truck at
about 8pm which was loaded with 120 bags of paddy worth Taka
70 thousand, Later on the truck was recovered from Kushita
town without goods, ‘

Open sale of phensidyl

From Qur Correspondent
JAMALPUR, June 6 ; Indian phensidyl syrup, a contraband
drug is being held openly in the sadar thana, Islampur thana
and Sarisabari thana. A gang of smugglers with the connvinace
of some political leaders and some unscrupulous Narcoties

f_fI’EItcials are engaged in smuggling the spurious drug for a long
1ilie,
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Uplift works progressing

TANCAILL, June 6 : Tangail Zila Parishad is implementing 26
projects in the current fiscal year at a cost of Taka 57, 26000,
reports BSS.

Cilicial sources said, under the projects. 10 union
buiidings. boundacy walls, three schools and three
dakbungalows, four culverts and six roads are being
constructed. The work is going on in full swing. It is expected be

completed by June.
Another youth commits suicide

MUNSHIGANJ. June 6 : A young man identified as Md
ﬂsémhugdin. son of Abdur Rahnj;an dgf South Islampur in the
sadar thana commited suicide by takir
et ¥ taking insecticide recently,

According to his family sources, the oungan was suffering
rom chronic diseas and killed hI'IIlSEHy following unbearable
pain. ' (S |
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 Over 100-year-old Teesta Rly Bridge

DHAKA MONDAY, JUNE 7, 1999

may collapse any moment

KURIGRAM, June 6: The
Teesta Railway Bridge which
was built in 1879 with 100-year
longevity period is now in a
pitiable condition.

The bridge is the only gate-
way to about 40 lakh people of
Kurigram and Lalmonirhat dis-
tricts for rail and road commu-
nications.

The structure of the age-old
bridge, whose longevity expired
20 years ago has now become
vulnerable. People fear that
major accidents may occur at
any moment cusing havy
lives and property. If such an
accident occurs, communi-
calion of the two districts with
other ﬂparts of the country may
cut Tnh . i

ough the bridge is a pro

erty of the Roads ar%:l Highia;
(R&H) Department, its mainte-
nance lies on the Bangladesh
Railway. A repair 'work of the
deck of the bridge was com-
pleted in the last year. Though
the department concerned is re-
Eain‘ng the deck every year to

eep it plyable, yet it may col-
lapse at any time. This is be-
cause all its structures shake
when any loaded truck or train

passes through it.

The wooden slippers on the
deck are being stolen every
year. As a result. the railway
tracks on the bridge have be-
come vulnerable. Big holes and
cracks are formed every year
with the disappearence of the
woden slippers, nuts and bolts.
The rails tremble when any
frain runs over it.

The bridge is the third
longest one (2,110 feet long and

10 feet wide) in the country. At

least 2,000 vchicles including
trains, passenger buses, mi-
crobuses, Dhaka bound day and
night coaches, ltrut:ka loaded
upto 35 tones, lorries n
ﬁf&l. cars and all other cvfgl:.i}gleg
ply daily over the bridge round
the clock. At least 100 minor
accidents occured on the bridge
deck during the last two years.

After commissioning of the
bridge in 1879, for only raflway
traflic, it played an important
role in the field of communica-
tion of British India. It was the
most important strategic point
during the Second World War.

In 1971, the Pak occupation

toll of

From Our Correspondent

forces severely damaged the
bridge in early December. Only
trains p‘l:?md over it before the
damage done by the Pak occupa-
tion forces. However, it's repair-
ing works were completed in
1978 and train communica-
tions were restored again.

Later on March 4,1978, the

. then President Ziaur Rahman

opened the bridge for vehicluar
traffic after slight modification
of the deck by Elaﬂing wooden
slippers. Thus the two districts
were connected by road with the
rest of the country. At that time.

A pa'sseﬁger train running over the bridge by shaking its total structure.

only some reccommended size
of vehicles with limited load
were allowed to ply over the
bridge. An agreement on the is-
sue was- also signed between
Bangladesh Railway and Roads

and Highways department then. _

Since then, the Roads and
Highways depart ment bears the
responsibility for all sorts of
repairing or maintenance
works of the Bangladesh Rail-
way owned bridge on the river
Teesta situated 27 kilometers
west of Kurigram town on
Rangpur- Kurigram highway, .
th the fund of the de-

of the deck of the brid
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partment, Bangladesh Railwa
conducted the répairing wor
in 1985,
1993,1998 and 1999. But the
condition of the birdge is dete-

-riorating day by day. The main

structure including piers and
metalic frames remained un-
touched which have become
vulnerable. The repairing work
of the wooden sli on the
deck do not provide safety of the
bridge.

According to local people
and experts, the existing wvul-
nerable condition of the bridge

— Star photo
has worsened due to some ad-
ministrative complexities be-
tween the two concerned de-
partments. Stealing of wooden
slippers along with nuts and
bolts and carrying of excessive
loads by the trucks are common
phenomena now. Experts have
suggested to carry out a series of
tests of the structure of the
bridge.

They also opined for
construction of a new bridge
nearby to avold any severe ac-
cident. "Replacement of wooden
slippers on the deck is not the
solution,” they cautioned.

EAJSHAHI: A new school of Santal language has bee |
opened here for aboriginals recently. Photo shows some

Santal students are seen standing with books in hand near
the school. — Star photo

Because of filing a false case

GAZIPUR, June 6 : Five police personnel and another man |

were sent to jail on Sunday for filing a false arms case against a
man of Chhoto Koir village, reports UNB.

Official sources said there had been an enmity between
Mohammad Jakaria and Hedayet Mollah of the village since
Innﬁ. As a sequei to this enmity. police conducted a raid in 1982
and filed an arms case against Jakaria. But Jakaria was

uitted of the charge by the then martial law court. The court
ordered to start departmental proceedings against the
policemen for filing the false case. After being acquitted,
Jakaria filed a case with the court against them and the court
recently issued warrant of arrest against the accused SONS.
They were identified as Hemayet Mollah, Subedar Abdul Khale
iyotd). Habildar Mozammel Hug (retd), Former CI Tofazza
Hossaln, former OC of Kaliganj thana Yakub Ali and constables
Jagadish Chandra, Suruj Miah and Dulal Miah.

Cattle lifting on rise

LALMONIRTHAT, June 8 : Cattle lifting is on alarming rise
%I;lm gditmari thana creating panic among the farmers, reports

Villagers said an organised gang of cattle lifters very often
swoop on the villages at night and steal cattle from their cow-
shed. According to them 17 cattles were stolen from Saral Khan
village within the span of three days recently. The gang had
lifted 25 more cattles earlier from the same village. Most of the
affected families are facing acute financial hardship as they

used to maintain their livelihood by selling cow milk.

10 bridges under construction

PIROJPUR, June 6 : The Local Government Engineering
Department has taken up construction of 10 bridges in two
thanas at a total cost of Tk 48,60,025, reports UNB.

Of these, nine bridges are being built at Mothbaria and one in

sadar thana. Officials said the work was going on in full swing

and 60 per cent of the construction work had already been done.
On completion by next month, the bridges are expected to
considerably improve road communication. |

Rivals kill youth
SYLHET, June 6 : A young man was killed by his rivals at
H;_télatpur village in Bishwanath thana on Tugsday. reports
Péulil::e said Selim Ahmed, 30, died on the spot when his
rivals attacked him with shad[rp Weapons over a mpiclanr dispute,.
Another report adds : A middle- man, Abdul , of Satar
South village in sadar thana was killed in a clash on unday.

Aman farming on 37,500 hectares

MADARIPUR, June 6 : A total of 37,500 hectares will be

brought under breadcasting Aman cultivation in all the four

thanas of the district in the current
Py season, reports BSS.

to an official source, 12,500 hectares will be
brought under broad Aman cultivation in Rajoir thana,
‘E.Bﬂ _hcctar’ng? in Kalkini, 8,300 hectares in sadar and 8,075
rectores in Shibehar thana. The cultivation of broadcasting
ﬂ:;lglin c{:addy has been delayed due to severe drought in the

Fisheries Directorate officials
embezzle FFW projects' money

PABNA, June 6: Large-scale
corruption and irregularities
have been reportedly detected in

maiters of digging in the
district’'s setentNangs under
Food -For Work (FFW) pro-

gramme of the Fisheries Direc-
torate, reports APB.

Knowledgeable quarters also
alleged that a section of offi-
cials and engﬂ!u}':ﬂs of the di-
rectorate had embezzled sub-
stantial amount of money from
these FFW projects.

Fisheries Directorate had
sanctioned 732.8 tonnes of
wheat worth Tk 65 lakh for
imp'ementation of 16 projects
3 aadar, Sujanagar, Faridpur,
Santhia, Afgharia, Ishwardi

and Bh ra thanas.

The wheat used for these pro-
Jects until May 22 was shown as
482 9 tonnes worth Tk 43 lakh,

i ¢ arcording to alléegaiivhs. "

Investigations, however, re-
vealed that the entire amount
had been misappropriated by
the project chairmen and some
officials.

Locals complained that the
allocated wheat had never
reached the project sites in
time. Most of this wheat had
been sold away from the thana
food godowns.

The sources said it was ow-
ng to manipulations by the of-
fice ol the concerned engineer nf
the directorate that the wheat

had been misappropriated.

During the pre-measure-
ment,. the depth of the canals
aned- the ponds were shown to be
Erealér than actual ones. As a
result, informed sources said, a
negligible quantity of wheat
was used up under these pro-
jects.

When contacted, the district
fisheries officer. Aminul Hugq,
denied any charge of corruption
or irregularities, saying the
projects had been implemented
as per regulations.

He, however, said since a
large number of written com-
piaints had been received,
proper inquiry would be under-
taken in due course.

Tk 3.07 cr renovation works
of education instts in Rajbari

RAJBARI, Junie 6; Renova-
tion works of 23 educational
institutions are progressing
fast at a cost of Tk 3.07 crore,
reports UNB,

Of the total, 11 .are being
repovated under the Sipervis
sior ‘sf"Facilities Ddpg
in Sadar thana, fo n Bali-
akandi, one in Goalando and
seven in Pangsha thanas.

Official sources said with the
completion of the work ex-
pected within the current fiscal
year, about 4,000 more students
of schools and madrashas will
be able to get education facili-
ties.

(311 the other hand, develop:
ment works of 37 educational
institutions damaged in the last
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year's flood is nearing comple-
tion at a cost of Tk one crore.
Another report from Magura
says: some 316 uplift schemes
-undersFood for Works -Pros

amime are being implemented

an allotieateb 261 eE

. -Tic'tons of wheat in the curvent
fiscal year. - o Laley

District's Relief and Rehabil-
itation Officer said construc-
tion of roads, embankment and
culverts and earth filling works
ol educationial and religious in-
stitutions is progressing fast.

Of the total wheat, 448 mts
was allotted for 127 schemes in
Sadar, 267 mts for 68 schemes
in Shripur, 298 mts for 64
schemes in Mohammadpur and
248 mits for 57 schemes in Sha-
likha thanas.

Arsenic detected in tubewells'

water of 2 more dists

KHULNA, June 6: Arsenic
beyond permissible level has
been detected in the waters of a
good number of tubewells in 10
districts of Khulna division, re-
ports UUNB.

Departmen! of Public Health
Engineering found intolerable
level of arsenic in 31 per cent
tubewells of the division. It has
sealed off 687 tubewells out of
2.205 in the region,

The district-wise breakup of
arsenic detected tubewells is:
113 in Khulna district. 77 in
Bagerhat, 135 in Satkhira, 147
in Jessore, 34 in Narail. 18 in
Jhenidha, 31 in Magura, 54 in
Kushtia, 56 in Chuadanga and
63 in Meherpur.

Of the tubewells which have
arsenic within permissible
limit. 51 are in Khulna, 27 in
Begerhat, 65 in Satkhira. 95 in
Jessore, 16 in Narail, 15 in
Jhenidah, 14 in Magura, 18 in
Kushtia, 28 in Chuadanga and
22 in Meherpur districts.

DPHE sources said over
15,000 tubewells in the division

could not yel be tested for lack
of manpower and necessary
equipment in their laboratory,

"It's not possible for the peo-
ple who are poor to volunteer
for the test of their tubewell
waters as it costs Tk 500 in the
division's only one laboratory."
said an official preferring
anonymity.

Local people urged the au-
thorities concerned to set up
more laboratories to test tube-

Field Day for
farmers

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, "June 6:° Agri-
culture Extension Department
(AED), Faridpur organised a
field day' under Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) at Kazem
Matubbarer Dangi recently.

A total of 200 farmer
lrainees attended the ‘field day’
programme to receive training
as to how to get rid of the attack
of harmful pests.

well waters and called on the
NGOs to come forward to sup-
plement the government efforts
in this regard.

Another report from
Jhenidah says: Arsenic con-
tamination has been detected in
141 hand driven tubewells in
five thanas here causing grave
concern among the local people.

However., no arsenic con-
tamination was found in sadar
thana. ‘

Ot the alfected tubewells, 48
were sealed. The worst hit areas
are: Moheshpur and Kaliganj.

According to officials, 114
were affected in Mohespur, 13
in' Kaliganj. five each in
Shailakupa and Harinakunda
and tour in Kotchandpur
thanas, ;

The contamination is so se-
rious that it went bevond the
accepted limiit.

Of the 16.013 registered
tubewells in the district, the
concerned depariment exam-

ined only 184 and found Lhe
presence of arsenic.

Tk 200 cr Chalan Beel project
-stalled for 25 years

RAJSHAHI, June 6: Flood
Control and Drainage Project
in the Chalan Beel area streich-
ing from Natore to Rajshahi
could not be implemented even
alter last 25 fyr:ars due to lack of
necessary fund and bureau-
cratic bottlenecks. reports UNB.

Meanwhile. the donor agen-
cies lost their interests regard-
ing the proposed Tk 200 crore
project launched by Water De-
velopment Board (WDB)] with
linancial assistance from
World Food Programme and
International Monetary Fund
(IMF}, sources said.

Water Development Board
launched the project in the fis-
cal 1973-74 to protect crops on
3.21 lakh acres land of eight
thanas in the area from the on-
rush of floodwaters, sources
added,

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) also did not show any in-
terest after examining the sur-
vey report of the project.

Water Development Board
sources sald the government
had undertaken a plan to con-
struct 298km dam, 24 regula-
tors, 58 flashing inlet, 55

bridgfes, 132 culverts and big
187 canals with an estimated
cost of about Tk 43.66 crore.

For implementing the pro-
ject properly, the total area of
the project had been divided
into four polders, which in-
cluded Bhangura and Chatmo-
hor of Pabna district, Boria-
gram, Gurudaspur and Singra of
Natore district, Atrai and
Manda of Naogaon district and
Tanor, Baghmara, Mohanpur of
Rajshahi district,

After completion of the first
phase work spending Tk 43
crore, the authorities concerned
stopped further allocation of
fund on the plea of constructing
two sluice-gates by WDB in un-
planned way at Charghat in
Rajshahi and Nandakunja in
Naogaon in 1984, As a result,
the work of the project came to
a halt in 1989,

Meanwhile, another project
proposal was accepted in 1991
with the aim of constructin
a7km water sewerage canal, 1
regulators, 57 flashing inlet.
171 km road, four bridges and
47 culverts. But that also could
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larly women and children,

: assengers further alleged,
. the conductors often rniaheﬁavc
with them.

Bus journey
becomes
hazardous

From Our Correspondent
JAMALPUR, June 6: Bus
journey along different routes
of the distrigt has become haz-
ardous du€ to various reasons
including overloading and de-
plorable condition of roads,

Passengers alleged that they
had been facing in convenience
due to overloading of passen-
gers, reckless driving and lack
of basic amenities,

Besides. most of the buses
running in deplorable condi-
tion are engaged in a mad race
to pick up passengers without
considering the capacity of the
vehicles,

Sometimes passengers are
found traveling on the roof tops
and even on the foot boards at
the risk of their lives.

The overloaded buses ply at
maximum speed and very often
involve in road accidents.
Sometimes, the buses go out of
order on way causing untold
suffering to pa ers particu-

not see the light of the day.

Now is the season of fruits.(L.) As elsewhere in the country
in Mymensingh town jackfruits have flooded the local
markets, though those are beyond the reach of low 1ncome
group consumers. (R) Lichi, another delicious fruit has been
arriving here from other parts of the country. But lichis are
sour for common people as one hundred lichis are being sold
between Taka 120 to 140 in different markets of this district

town.

— &tar photo
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Rabindra
Joyanti 1n
Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, June 6:
Various socio-cultural organi-
sations and educational insti-
tutions celebrated the 138th
birth anniversary of Biswa

Kabi Rabindranath Tagore Ra-
bindra Jayonti recently.

Bangla Department of Gov-
ernment Ananda Mohan Col-
lege chalked out a befitting pro-
gramme on the occasion at the
seminar room of the depart-
ment with Hasina Akhtar,
Chairman of the department in
the chair.

HM Moniruzzaman, princi-
pal of the college was present as
the chief guest. The function
was also addressed, among oth-
ers. by Sumita Naha and Dr
Sarder Abdus Sattar.

A musical soiree on Tagore
songs followed the discussion
meeting.

Bank officer
killed by
assailants

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR, June 6: A
bank officer was killed by some
unknown assailants at Prithim
Pasa in Kulaura.

Family and police sources
said, the victim, Syed Sadeque
Hussain, son of late Syed %a-

rul Hussain of village Prithim

‘Pasa under Kulara thana was

attacked by the miscreants
while he was returning home
fromn nearby Rabirbazar mar-
ket. They beat him mercilessly
and later beheaded him with a .
sharp weapon. The incidents
occurred on the night of May 28.

The reason behind the mur-
der could not be ascertained
immediately. Local people,
however, apprehended that past
enmity over land might be the
cause of the killing.

Ili-fated Sadeque, 55, was
working at Juri branch of
Janata Bank as a senior officer.

Indian goods
flood markets
in Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, June 6: Almost
all the markets in the district
are flooded with Indian goods of
different kinds.

Those are now being sold
under the very nose of the law
enforcing agency and other au-
thorities concerned.

Indian cotton sarees, cos-

. metics, electronics, motor-cy-

cles, bicycles, and their spare
parts, threads, toys Singar, salt,
spices, utensils, hurricanes,
pressure cookers, kerosine
ovens and other necessa
goods are being sold in the open
markets.

Yusuf visits
. party workers
in Khulna jail

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. June 6. Health
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf met
his party workers of Phultala
thana now in Khulna district
jail on Saturday morning,

He went inside the jail at
about 11 am with Police Super
and jail officials and talked to
his party activists, said a source
of the district jail. His jail visit
was not among his official pro-
grammes as learnt from PID
source.

Quran
distributed
among 1,000
people

MADARIPUR, June 6: Joint
Secretary of Bangladesh
Sechchhasevak League Alhaj A
B M Bahauddin Nasiim dis-
tributed one thousand copies of
Al-Quran among 1000 people of
Rajoir and Sadar thanas on
Friday, reports BSS.

Earlier, a discussion meet-
ing was held at Madaripur Cir-
cuit House on moral develop-
ment in society.

District Awami League pres-
ident Alhaj Ferdaus Zamadar
presided over the meeting.

Among others, Red Crescent
District Secretary Kajol Kr-
ishna Dey, District C]hhatra
League President Khalid Hos-
sain Erad, District Chhatra
League Secretary Elias Ahmed
and District Krisak League Sec-
retary Shakilur Rahman
Shohag spoke in the meeting.

Blacksmiths need

govt patronisation

KISHOREGANJ, June 6: The
blacksmith community of the
distriet is facing enormous
problems due to lack of patron-
isation as well as price hike of
necessary ingredients, reports
UNB.

About 5,000 blacksmiths are
Fassing' their days in great
1ardship for quite a long time.

' They are not getting fair lprice of

their products due to lack of
marketing facilities,

Meanwhile, a large number
of them have already left their
age-old occupation and turned
day labourers for their sur-
vival, said the local people.

Blacksmith community
mostly populates the district
with major concentration in
Hossainpur, Katiadi, sadar,
Pakundia, Austagram, Nikli,
Tarail, Kuliarchar, Bajitpur
and many other areas. These
people are struggling hard in
maintaining their family.

Some blacksmiths told that
prices of their products went
down in the past few years
while the prices of inputs in-
creased manifold.

They make dao, axe, knife,
kitchen knife and other essen-
tial agri-inputs, which are be-
ing sold. in the local market.
But the situation has changed
now for the:e&rice spiral of nec-

essary ingredients.



