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| Kashmir border clash

Pakistan ready to hold
talks with India anytime

ISLAMABAD, June 6: Pak-
istan today repeated calls for a
dialogue with arch-rival India
to ease the tension over Kash-
mir, saying it was ready to hold
talks anytime, reports Reuter.

"For us, there is no con-
straint, but we need to hear
from them," Foreign Minister
Sartaj Aziz told Reuters.

Diplomatic efforts to end the
tense stand-off in Kashmir were
set back on Saturday when In-
dia rejected as inconvenient a
Pakistani proposal for Aziz to
travel to New Delhi on Monday
for the talks.

"Obviously. a meeting can
take place only on a date con-
venient to both sides. We are
waiting to hear what date is
convenient for them," Aziz said.

The Himalayan region has
been the cause of two of the
three wars the nuclear-capable
foes have fought since winnings
independence from Britain in
1947,

The crisis escalated almost
tiwo weeks ago when India
started using air strikes to
to dislodge guerillas New Delhi
says crossed inte its side of the
disputed Himalayan region
with Pakistani backing, Islam-
abad denies the charpge.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif had offered last
week to send Aziz to New Delhi.
India acc&gted the offer but has
not agreed to a date, rejecting
the proposal to meet on Monday

as "not convenient’,

Aziz said he thought the de-
lay may be because India was
waiting for its troops to gain an
upper hand in the bid to push
the guerillas out of strategic
heights in northern Kashmir,

"It's probably to get some
improvement in the ground sit-
uation." he said,

Sharif was quoted in local
newspapers today as saying he
did not want the dispute to esca-
late further. _

"It is the responsibility of
leaders on both sides to see the
writing on the wall and not al-
low the situation to slip out of
their hands," he was gquoted by
The News as saying in the cen-
tral city of Lahore. | |

He said the dispute over
Kashmir, which both countries
t:lllaim, should "be rcsulvetllj
through negotiations once an
for alF'h 53

India says the campaign
against the "Pakistan-backed
infiltrators" will continue until
they are pushed out of the coun-

. Pakistan says the militants
are local Kashmiris fighting for
their right to self-determina-
tion and accuses India of esca-
lating the situation by its first
use of air power against the
guerillas since the present anti-
India revolt erupted in Kashmir
in early 1990.

India controls two-thirds of

' istani fire, military

International

after talks ruled out

Indian army hands over bodies of 3 Pak soldiers

SRINAGAR, India, June 6;
Indian and Pakistani troops
Sunday remained locked in ar-
tillery battles in Kashmir with
no sign of immediate peace
talks between the two South
Asian rivals, officials said, re-
ports AFP.

The Indians shelled Pak-
istani troops in Drass and Bata-
lik sectors in northern Kash-
mir after coming under Pak-
! officials in
Srinagar said. No further de-
tails were available.

The two armies also shelled
each other elsewhere on the
Kashmir border overnight.

A military official told AFP
that Indian troops had "slightly
advanced” against Moslem
a:ﬂllas closer to the Line of

trol (LoC) which divides the
Himalayan state between India

and Pakistan:

The continued fighting came
a day after India rejected an of-

fer from Pakistan :to send its

Minister Sartaz Aziz to

| Furei%n
New Delhi on Monday for peace

talks over Kashmir,
Newspapers here played up

Pakistani Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharif's warning after

the talks were ruled out that
India was not serious about

'peace and a war between the two

Kashmir and Pakistan the rest. | countries could "not be ruled

out’,

India’s sudden ban on visits
by 1numalists to Kashmir's LoC
fuelled speculation thata mas-
sive military operation against
the Pakistan-backed rebels in
the Himalayan state was im-
minent.

Saturday's lack of Indian
aerial strikes against the heav-
ily armed guerillas after an
uninterrupted 11-day campaign
also fuelled the speculation.,

- The Indian Express said "the
decisive phase” of the Kashmir
operationr was about to start
and an Indian military build-
up in the border area "is now
virtually complete.”

India and Pakistan have
fought .two of their three wars
since independence from
Britain in 1947 over Kashmir, a
picturesque state which both
claim,

India launched a milita
campai on Kashmir's Lo
four weeks ago to dislodge hun-
dreds of Islamic guerillas who
have occupied strategic hills in

Indian Kashmir,

On May 26, India for the first
time resorted to air strikes
against the rebels, causing ten-
sions with Pakistan to soar a
year after both countries con-
ducted nuclear weapons tests.

India has lost two fighter

planes during the Kashmiri air
campaign, at least one shot
down by Pakistani forces, while
the guerillas have also downed
an Indian military helicopter.

India says Pakistani troops
are directly involved in tl?e
fighting. Islamabad has re-
jected the charge, and says
prepared to talk to New Delhi to
defuse the crisis,

Indian External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh
warned overnight Saturday
that New Delhi was ready for
talks "but we want to maie it
clear that we will not talk out of
fear.”

Singh also told state-run
te]e*:.:]sinn that India considered
as ‘irresponsible" a reported
Pakistani claim that the LoC in

Kashmir was not clearly de-
marcated.

Pakistan Sunday said the
Indian army had handed over
the bodies of three soldiers,
adding that they were killed

when Indian troops attacked -

one of its positions on May 31.

A military spokesman re-
_}ected as "false and baseless” an
ndian report that the Pak-
istani soldiers had been fight-
ing on the Indian side of the
border in Kashmir,

He said the soldiers died

it is

when their "reconnaissance

atrol was ambushed by 30-40
ndian soldiers on the Line of
Control (border) in Chorbat La
sector,

"Although during the ensu-
ing firefight the Indians with-
drew, they also took these
three personnel,” the
spokesman added.

‘It is highly regrettable that

the Indian army falsely de-
picted that thﬂﬂﬂy ma;:'Ir we?:
martyred inside (Indian-held)

Kashmir.”

The spokesman said the
Pakistani army had reported
the incident on May 31 when "it
clearly stated that these three

ersonnel embraced shahadat
martyrdom)" on the Line of
Control in Chorbat La sector.

He said Pakistan continued
to exercise restraint but the In-
dian Army was "escalating the

resent volatile situation b
evelling false and baseless ai{
legations.” :

The bodies were handed over
Saturday evening. India said
they were found six to seven
kilometers inside Indian
Kashmir and this proved that
Pakistani troops were fighting
alongside Islamic guerilla infil-
trators.
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" A Kashmiri woman, baby in tow, picks up her bags before
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huarc_ling a bus on its way to Minji on Friday as heayv
shelling between Indian and Pakistani artillery continues

in the Drass sector. .

' — AFP photo

Anwar back in the dock

on new charge

KUALA LUMPUR. June 6:
Almost two months into his
siX-year sentence on four
charges of corruption,
Malaysia's ousted deputy pre-
mier Anwar Ibrahim returns to
court on Monday to face a
charge of sodomy, reports AFP.

With a sweeping gag order
imposed on reporters covering
Anwar’'s second trial in eight
months, lawyers appear divided
over the level of public interest
in the latest proceedings --
which coincide with increased
talk of early elections.

"This is a serious charge and
involves a heavy sentence,” one
lawyer said, referring to the
maximum penalty of 20 years
and whipping for sodomy in
Malaysia. He predicted that a
"spectacular drama" was about
to unfold.

But ‘another senior lawyer
disagreed. "The sex trial won't
attract as much public interest
as the previous corruption
case." he said.

Anwar, 51, was fired b
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad and expelled from the
ruling party in September last

year amid differences over eco-
nomic policy.

After leading the biggest
anti-government protests here
in decades, he was arrested as a
threat to national security and
beaten up by the then chief of
police before eventually being
charged with 10 counts of cor-
ruption and sodomy.

Anwar's wife Azizah has
since started her own political
party and forged an alliance
with other parties seeking to
oust the 73-year-old Mahathir,
who has ruled for 18 years and
is now the longest serving
leader in Southeast Asia.
~ Although the current par-
liamentary term does not ex-
pire until April next year, many
political observers expect Ma-
hathir to go for an early elec-
tion given recent signs of eco-
nomic recovery. :

. Anwar himself alleged in
late April that the "top leader-
ship® of the main ruling party
“wants the false sex charges to
be reported extensively with the
aim of tarnishing my image for
election purposes.”
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no details of the

foreign dignitary to visit Beijing recently — is likely
the I%lsuv%ncﬂsia with his Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin.

[ L L K »
gie hits ppines:
; aximum winds of 14U Kilometres
per hours, hit northern Philippine provinces, on Sunday and
eneral direction of China later in
the day. the government weather station said, AFP reports from

al number three was hoisted over the

of islands, while signal number two
was in effect in five other provinces, These areas "will have
stormy weather” while coastal waters "will be rough to very
rough and dangerous,"” the weather station said. Disaster
official have yet to report any damage or casualties from the
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Cy?not president in China: cypriot
President Glafcos Clerides arrived in Beij

jing on Sunday at the

start of a six-day state visit to China, the officials Xinhua news
agency reported, AFP reports from Beijing.

"During his stay in Beijing, the President will meet with
Chinese leaders, and both sides are
on bilateral relations as well as regional and international is-

sues of common concern.” the agency
agenda, Clerides — like almost every other

expected to exchange views
said. While Xinhua gave

to discuss

_l Bhutan enters TV age’

~main opposition

Colombia rebels free 5 captives:

Marxist rebels on Saturday free five le kidnapped from a
church in southwest Colombia humﬂre thanpl::.ieﬂ others
remained in rebel hands on the seventh day of a hostage crisis

that has shocked the nation. Reuters reports from Cali.

Humberto Alzate, governor of Valled del Cauca province of
which Calli is the capital, said two women, both 52, two elderl
men and a teenage boy were handed to the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross. Some of the five were ap tly in
Bgur health. The release came after President Andres Pastrana
Ar

wed to demands from Cuban-inspired National Liberation
my (ELN) that he suspend a massive military operation -
aimed at hunting down the rebels and freeing their captives.
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30-year-

Kosovo mourns with family members o
yesterday. iGarniu was killed two days a
border, durm_g fights with Serbian forces.
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old Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) fighter Garni Doci fro

r the grave of her son in a Kukes cemetery
near Krume, along the Albanian-Yugoslav

— AI'P photo

Talks on Serb pullout on

KUMANOVO, June 6: NATO
and Yugoslav generals met at an
air base in northern Macedonia
early Sunday for a second day
of talks on a Serb pullout from
Kosovo, the key condition for
ending the alliance's lengthy
‘air campaign, reports AP,

The first round of talks
ended inconclusively Saturday
at cafe on the Yugoslav-Mace-
donian border near Blace after
the Yugoslav side asked to con-
sult with senior government of-
ficials. -

NATO says the discussions
are not negotiations, but are
intended to spell out the al-
liance's terms for a troops
withdrawal from Kosovo. A key
sticking point to be discussed
Sunday was the timing of the
pullout, said one NATO official,
speaking on the condition he
not be identified.

NATO sources also said the
Yugoslav delegation that ar-
rived Sunday appeared to be
larger and include higher-rank-
ing officials than the group that
took part Saturday. -

Sunday's talks were moved
to field hanger near a helicopter
pad at a base in Kumanovo,
about 10 kilometers (six miles)

south of the Yugoslav-Macedo-
nian border. French NATO
troops have taken over the air
base for logistics. Macedonia is
not being used as a base for
airstrikes against Yugoslavia.

The Yugoslav delegation ar-
rived trom the border in cars. Lt
Gen  Michael Jackson of
Britain, NATO's representative,
arrived by helicopter. Asked
whether he was hopeful for
Sunday's talks, Jackson.did not
respond but smiled and waved
as ne entered the hangar,

As the talks resumed, there
were reports of continuing
skirmishes in Kosovo between
Serb-led government troops
and the emboldened Kosove Al-
banian guerillas.

Eight shells fired from Ser-
bian positions in Kosovo
landed in northern Albania,
hitting a refugee town and send-
ing relief workers and towns-
people fleeing into cellars, in-
ternational monitors said.

At least one person died and
several were hurt in the attack,
said Andrea Angeli, a
spokesman in Albania for the
Organisation for Security and
Cnu‘]l:;:e.rauﬂn in Europe.

e shells exploded Satur-

_day evening in Kruma, 15 kilo-

meters {9 miles) north of Kukes
aind about 8 kilometers {5 miizs)
west of the Yugoslav border.
Kosavo Albanian rebels also
reported fighting inside Kosovo.

After more than two months
of intense NATO air raids., Ya-
goslavia last Thursday accepied
a Weslern peace pian for the
breakaway Kaosove urovinuees,
where a number of Albanian
arrned rebels remain despite the
government's massive purge of
hundreds of thousauds of elh:
nic Albanians.

The rebel Kosovo liLeratinn
Army's press service saud Uer-
bian trcops used tanks and

mortars against KLA positions
around the town of Malisevo, a
former rebel stronghold i cen-
tral Kosovo. Though the rebels
would be required to disarmn
under the peace plan, they have
sought to imcve more fighlers
and supplies into the previure
WO contirmas: thedr hatlle L
dependence.
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Saturday's Yugoslav-NATO-

Eli!i"ltawbtﬂl s lasted five hours

efore breaking up ifor the
night. ~ ' o

in Indian
state election

NEW DELHI, June 6: India's
arty headed
by Italian-born Sonia Gandhi
was heading towards a morale-
boosting win in a crucial state
election, officials said today,
reports AFP.

The Congress party had
bagged 14 of the 25 seats whose
results had been declared in the
small western state of Goa, and
election projections showed it
could gain a majority in the 40-
member assembly.

India's ruling Hindu na-
tionalists made significant
gains but were trailing a poor
second, while smaller regional

oups suffered humiliating de-
eats, domestic news agencies
reported.

A Congress win would give
Goa, a former Portuguese
colony better known for its

' beaches, a single-party gov-

ernment for the first time since
1984, '
Some 65 per cent of Goa's one
million electorate voted Friday
in an election which drew na-

tional interest because of up-.

coming countrywide parlia-
mentary polls.

The Goa ballof was also the
first popularity test for Gandhi,
who faced an unexpected revolt
within the Congress party last
month over her foreign origins.

The 52-year-old Gandhi,
however, campaigned for her
party candidates last week and
vowed to give Goa a stable

_Congress government.

prepare polling booths for the h&nneaia general .electinn in tim

Vilaverde districf. of Dili. yesterday. East Timor will take part in the Indonesian national

election today.

— AFP photo

‘turn the

‘¥o

THIMPHU, Jun 6: The capi-
tal of the Himalayan kingdom
of Bhutan is used to television —
to watch videos of Hollywood
blockbusters and skin flicks
hot off the Druk Air flight from
Bangkok. reports Reuters.

any residents have set up
satellite dishes, breaking a law
that is never enforced. Televi-
sion saies shot up during the
soccer World Cup in France last
year.

But now the conservative
Buddhist country has its own
television station — the Bhutan
Broadcasting Service (BBS),
which went on the air on
Wednesday, the king's silver
jubilee. :

It is far more sober-minded
than "Big Bust in Little China”
and Arnold Schwarzenegger's
"Conan the Barbarian', a couple
of choices on offer at a down-
town video store.

"The launching of Bhutan's
television is a part of His
‘Majesty's vision to open the
eyes of the Bhutanese people, to
improve their awareness and to
make thh;m better citizens," Fi-
nance Minister Lyonpo Yeshi
Zimba said. e

It is ‘aimed primarily at edu-
cation and nation-building for
a tiny, impoverished country
emerging from decades of isola-
tion in the mountains between
India and China,

With under-15s accounting
for 43 per cent of the population
of 600,000-700,000, the advent
of television and the Internet
has raised worries how society

* will cope with images from the

materialist, violent,
sessed West,

sex-ob-

Al a time when the United
States is wringing its hands
over the influence of movie sex
and violence on the young, King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck ap-
pears to have bowed to the in-
evitable consequences of eco-
Nnomic success. :

This year Bhutan plans to
Hnk up with the informetion
superhighway with the intro-
duction of DrukNet, and last
month it installed a $48 mil-
lion state-of-the art digital
telephone network to rival

those of Singapore :
Kong. ey opd HD-EE

The King's modernisation
programme has helped per
capita gross domestic product
more than quadruple in the last
10 years to around 8550,

That still puts Bhutan
among the world's poorest
countries but more and more
pienple have been buying televi-
sions. -

What videos people watch in
private is up to them. And offi-
cials say the progressive 43-

ear-old monarch tacitly ac-

owledges the ban on satellite

dishes is useless.

"Why try to grip something
that is slipping in your hands
It is better to let go and guide it,"
one senior civil servant told
Reuters.

Bhutan's planned develop-
ment has aimed at shleldiﬁF
people from shocks to their cul-
ture, summed up in the king's
pursuit of Gross National Hap-
piness through a balance be-
tween spiritual and material
development.

Indian jailed for
spying for
Pakistan

NEW DELHI, June 6; An In-
tlﬂﬂan has been jailed fmt: almost
ars on ¢ es of s
for Pakistan, th:rlgrcss n@ﬂ 0
India reported Sunday, reports

AFP. :

The news agency said Daniel
Masih, alias Peter Parkash,
was jailed by a court in the
northern city of Ludhiana for
allegedly supplying maps of In-
dian military airports to a Pak-
istani contact. He was arrested

last August.

Rebels ambush
army truck in

Congo: 63 killed

BRAZZAVILLE, Republic of
Congo. Jun 6: Rebels ambushed
an army supply truck filled

with local residents outside the |

capital, killing all 63 le in-
sid 5 5

e, according to itary offi-
cials, lrepurts : '

Col Jean Robert i said
Saturday that the St =es

almost all civilians and many
of them children — had been
ﬁranted a lift by the truck
river, who was delivering sup-
plies to military troops sta-
tioned in the region.
Three soldiers were believed
to have been killed.
Renewed fighting since De-
cember between rebel fighters
and government troops has
taken a heavy toll in this cen-
tral African country, where
about 10,000 people had been

| killed in a civil war in 1997.
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Discovery returns to eaith

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida,
June 6: The US' space shuttle
Discovery landed at the
Kennedy Space Center hetrs to-
day after a 10-day raission on
the International épace Station

- (ISS), the National Aeronautics

and Space Administration said,
reports AFP.

Disco returned to Earth
in the early hours of Sunday in
a flawless touch-dowa ot 2.03
a.m. (0603 GMT]. '

This was the 11th night
landing since the first US shut-
tle mission in 1981.

Discovery's seven-member
crew were forced to work at
night since take-off due to the
technical constraints of their
historic rendez-vous with ISS.

e
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Inn the first mission to 18S
since assembly of the orbital
complex began in December,
Discovery astronauts delivered
i&mn-f: two tonnes of epilpaiert
Il anticipation of the station's
first three residents. _

The gear included lapto
computers, clothes, tools an
water, which will he used h@r us
commandier B e Theelunrd
Yurl Gidzesss  ang Sesnd
Krikalev, whs are due 1o move
in next spring.

During the six-day rendez-
vous. two astronauts installed
cranes and bags of tools on the
station’s exterior in prepara-
tion for future construction
missions.

......

.......

| The International Space Station is seen from the 1.3

space shuttle Discovery as the shuttle does a fly around
after undocking with the station. The Discovery and her
seven-person crew returned to earth yesterday after the

ten-day space mission.

-— AP photo
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Idonsia to vote in first free elecaons

. JAKARTA, June 6: Indone-
sians go to the polls Monday to
choose from an overwhelming
array of 48 parties, hoping to
e on three decades
of iron-fisted rule under then-
president Suharto, reports AFP.

Some 112 million of the 130
million eligible voters have reg-
istered to take part in the elec-
tions which the government of

‘Suharto's' successor, President

B.d. Habibie, has pledged will be'
the freest and fairest since the
1955 polls under founding pres-
ident Sukamo.

But despite jubilant cam-
paigns by many of the larger
parties, given free political ex-
pression for the first time,
many remain sceptical,

"It is difficult to i e im-
partiality, especially among
government officials in remote
regions after such a long tradi-
tion of backing the ruling
Golkar party,” said Kusnanto
Anggoro, of the private Center
for Strategic and International
Studies. -

The view was echoed by so-
ciologist Lukman Sutrisno of
the Gajah Mada University in
akarta who said the ruling
Golkar may still benefit

cial
from ofticial support in rural

areas.

L T

Golkar, Suharto's political
vehicle during his 32-year rule,
relied heavily on the bureau-
cracy and the military for its
landslide victories in the last
six elections.

"We have practicall
vious experience of holding free
and fair elections.,” Anggoro
said, adding most Indonesians
were born after the 1955 elec-
tions or were too young to take
part. . =3

But he acknowledged that if
local participation in monitor-
ing and supervising the ballot
was encouraged, the vote could
be credible.

Although the country has
heaved a sigh of relief that the
17-day campaign period passed
without serious violence -- such
as the bl riots that preceded
Suharto's fall in May 1998 --
analysts and a poll monitoring
group have warned the worst
may yet be to come.

- A frustrated party could
spark major discontent.

"The political culture of be-
ing able to graciously accept de-
feat is not yet formed among
us,"” said.

"There is bound to be prob-
lems {n the post-election pe-
riod. Even if the polls were hon-
est and fair, there is still no cul-

no pre- -

in four decades

ture of accepting defeat,” added
Sutrisno.

The US National Democratic
Institute for International Af-
fairs (NDI) has warned: "The
greatt:st unknown faclng in In-

onesia over next week's gen-
eral elections is whether the 48
competing parties will accept
the results.”

Voters, over 17 or less if
they anla-h mggieﬁ. will ;h:gﬁ
amo e 48 parties to _
m’tm%gers of the national par-
liament and of provincial and
district assembilies.

They will cast their votes at
320,000 po stations spread
out in the 4,028 sub-districts
across this archipelago stretch-
Eﬁ 5,000 kilometres (3,100

es) along the Equator.

A total of 462 of the 500 par- |
liamen seats in the People's '
Representative Council (DPR), |
are up for grabs. The other 38
seats are allotted to members of
the armed forces, who do not
vote.

The DPR members will be
joined by 135 regionally ap-
pointed representatives and
another 65 appointees from
non-political social groupings
to form the 700- le's
Consultative Assembly (MPR),
the country’s highest legislative

"

‘Fact file on Indonesia

Geography: Indonesia is an
archipelago of more than
17.000 islands stretching 5,000
kilometres (3,100 miles) north
and south of the Equator. Only
E;EE:IDD of the islands are inhab-
ited.

The main islands are Java,
Sumatra, Borneo (shared with
Malaysia and Brunei) and Su-
lawesi.

Population: 206 million.
The ethnic Chinese community
makes uF only five percent of
the population but accounts for
much of the wealth.

Capital: Jakarta, with more

than 10 million residents.
Languages: I[ndonesian.
There are also 600 other lan-

es and dialects,

LIGION: Multi-religious,
Moslems account for close to 90
ent of the population, with
~hristians, Hindus and Bud-

dhists making up the rest.
History: A former Dutch
colony, Indonesia declared in-
dependence in 1945 and this
was remﬁmsed four years later.
Its founding father and first
president was Ahmed Sukarno.
General Suharto came to
Eower in March 1966 after the
mtaulad supprggsiun of an Gc?;:

tempted coup the s
ber. About ,mlc died
in the crackdown on the coup,
which was blamed on the In-

s e

donesian communist party. °
- The sole presidential candi-
date, he was officially elected in
1972, reelected in 1978 and ev-
ery five years since then.

Six weeks after having been
elected for a seventh term, he
was forced to step down on May
21, 1998 following a wave of

opular discontent and rioting
uelled by the economic crisis.

Political leadership: The
Peuﬁle's Consultative Assembly
is the highest ruling body and
elects the president and vice-
president.

it is made up of the 500
mermnbers from the People's Rep-
resentative Council, 462 of
whom will be elected Monday,
and of 200 appointees from the
provincial assemblies and var-
ious associations. ;

Economy: THe main re-
sources are oil and gas, tourism,
timber and mineral deposits.

The economy was badly hit
by the Asian flnancial crisis
due its huge public and private
sector debt and contracted by 15
per cent in 1998,

The International Monetary
in with a 43-bil-

Fund stepped
lion dollar bailout fund.

Gross national : Fell
from 1,110 dollars capita in
1997 to less than 5t:-l:‘.'|er : :

Debt: 146 billion dollars « -

Armed forces: 476,000 men



