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President's
anti-smoking
campaign

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has said that a pro-
gramme should be taken for
gradual transformation of the
existing cigarette companies
into other productive industries
eschewing retrenchment of
workers, reports UNB.

"The land used for produc-
tion of tobacco can be used for
other agricultural products.” he
sald when a 10-member delega-
tion of Adhunik, an anti-smok-
ing organisation. called on him
at Bangabhaban yesterday.

Emphasising the need for
building a strong public opinion

against smoKing. President
Shahabuddin appreciated the
efforts of Adhunik for preven-

tion of smoking in the country
and said there is no difference
of opinion on the question of
prevention of this ill habit.
-"Anti-smoking advertise-
ments should be telecast on

Bangladesh Television at prime .

time," he said.

The delegation members, led
by National Professor and’
Founder President of Adhunik
(Amra Dhumpan Nibaran Kori)
Dr Nurul Islam, apprised the
President of the serious health
hazards of both the smokers
and non-smokers due to smok-
ing

They said the expenditure
for treatment of smoking re-
lated diseases is many times
higher than the excise duty re-
ceived by the government from
the cigarette companies and
bidi factories every year.

They suggested that the ex-
cise duty on cigarettes and bidis
should be increased with a view
to dlscuuragm% the smokers to
continue their bad habit.

Work stoppage at
Bangabandhu
Hospital

By Staff Correspondent

Normal activities at Bang-
habandhu Sheikh Mujib Medi-
cal University ospital
(BSMMUH) were severely dis-
rupted due to a 24-hour work
stoppage that began at 6
a.m.yesterday.

A large number of patients
who came to hospital were seen
going back without having

=~ treatment due to the work stop-
~ T page enforced by Sarkari K&;‘;*-

machari Samannaya Parishad
of the BSMMUH.

Only emergency cases and
surgeries were taken care of
during the strike hours. Some
of the scheduled operations
were also cancelled.

The work abstention ends at
7 a.m. today.

No routine activities were
performed at the X-ray depart-
ment and no medicines were
supplied from the hospital drug
store. Nurses abstained from
their duties and sweepers did
not clean bathrooms and corri-
" dors either.

However, an emergency
See Page 12 Col 7
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TOMORROW'S MATCH

India vs Pakistan
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Renewal of registration

20pc garment units

forged documents

At least 20 per cent garments
factories submitted false docu-
ments about bonded warehouse
and forged fire licence to the
Export Promotion Bureau this
EEEI for renewal of registration,

PB investigation has found,

These are among the 1995
factories which got their regis-
tration renewed till April this
year. There are 3600 registered
garments factories in the coun-
try.
A three-member committee
headed by EPB Director Kazi
Hamid Uddin detected the
forgery during a two-month in-

By Rafiq Hasan

vestigation. The committee is
likely to submit report next
week to the commerce ministry
which ordered the probe.

The forgery was done lo get
free quota allotment for gar-
ments export, sources in the
committee said.

As many as 2629 exporters
had applied for free quota this
year, E}ip those, 281 were rejected
and 2348 got allotment for ex-
porting garments to the US and
Canada.

Allotment of free quota for
the current year has been com-
pleted and the system will be

abolished next year.

The fnrger}* was detected by
checking documents with the
customs department which
gives certificate about bonded
warehouse and monitors their
use, he said. The forged fire li-
cences were detected by check-
ing with the Fire Service and
Civil Defence Department.

The list of the factories
which provided false and forged
documents will be published
and stern action will be taken
against those, the sources said .

Recently, the EPB suspended

See Page 12 Coi 7

Historic
June 7
today

The historic June 7 will be
observed today to pay homage
to the martyrs of tﬁ'& Six-Point
movement, reports BSS.

On this day in 1966, Sramik
League activist Manu Mia and
several others were killed in po-
lice firing in Dhaka during a
hartal called by the Awami
League in support of the six-
point,

The six-point, which de-
manded autonomy for the east-
erni part of the then Pakistan to
end economic deprivation and
political repression on the Ban-
galees, united the entire nation
under the banner of Awami
League led by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Awami League and its front
organisations have drawn up
claborate programmes to oh-
serve the day.

The national and party flags
will be hoisted atop Banga-
bandhu Bhaban and party cen-

See Payge 12 Col 7
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First day of JS session

Noisy debate,
walkout over
Nasim's speech

By Staff Correspondent

The inaugural sitting of the
budget session of Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday was marked
by a stormy Opposition walkout
protesting. what it said, the
Home inister's irrelevant
statement regarding police
atrocity on BNP leaders and ac-
tivists in the capital during the
hartal on May 11.

Prior to the walkout, mem-
bers of both the Treasury and
Opposition benches had a noisy

By Nazmul Ashraf

It was a different day for

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad in the Jatiya Sangsad
vesterday as the House went
into budget session. Members
from both the benches were
happy to congratulate the min-
ister on his linding 'a second
match' at the age of 74.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Leader of

See Page 12 Col 8

unscheduled debate which also
involved the Prime Minister
and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. The Speaker and
the Deputy Speaker also got in-
volved in it.

The trouble started when
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid
refused floor to Deputy Leader
of the Opposition AQM Badru-
dozza Chowdhury after a
lengthy statement by Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim.

Nasim delivered the speech
responding to some BNP law-
makers who spoke on ‘police
assault’ on some BNP lawmak-

_.ers and 'stripping .off . the

clothes of a female party ac-
tivist in the city during the Op-
position-called hartal on May
11: They demanded formation
of judicial and parliamentary
inquiry committees to probe
the incidents.

Earlier, immediately after
the question-answer session, a
number of BNP legislators de-
manded f{loor on “point of or-
der’. Speaker Humayun
Rasheed Chowdhury, who was
in the chair at that time, agreed
to give floor to two opposition
MPs, But the BNP lawmakers

See Page 12 Col 4
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20 pc BCS examinees
get zero'in English!

By Staff Correspondent

Atotal of 3,295 or 20.11 per
cent of candidates appearing at
the 18th BCS examinations got
‘zero' marks in English, t%lf,'.'
Public Service Commission
said in its report for 1998.

Five of them have been

ualified for BCS jobs, three in
the education cadre and one
each in health and agriculture
cadres. The three in the educa-
tion cadre are likely to teach
English in government colleges.

Marks less than 25 out of
100 are considered 'zero' by the
BCS standard. A total of 16388
candidates appeared at the 18
BCS examinations held ‘in
1996-97 academic year.

The PSC report was placed in
the Jatiya Sangsad yesterday.

Among the qualified per-
sons, 320 (1.95 per cent) got 41-
45 marks and only 27 (0.16 per

cent) got 71 or more marks in
the compulsory subject,

UNB adds: The number of
higher-educated applicants for

eneral cadres of gangladesh

ivil Service marked a tremen-
dous rise in the last several
years, it said.

In 1985, there were only 27

government job seekers for
each post of the general cadres.
The ratio shot up to 1:184 and
1:199 in 1996 and 1998 respec-
ttvel}ylr.
The highest number of ap-
plicants was for the 17th BCS
exam in 1995. In that year,
there were 55,525 candidates
for only 204 posts, showing the
ratio of post and applicants at
1272,

For technical cadre posts
also, the number of job seekers

See Page 12 Col 1
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REMEMBERING SHAHEED ASAD : Vandals using sledge hammers and hack-saw blade have damaged the martyr's

statue in front of Dhaka Medical College Hospital. It was placed there by DUCSU in 1990. Asad was gunned down during
anti-Ayub demonstrations in January 20, 1969. His martyrdom sparked off mass-movement that toppled the Pakistani
military dictator. But none bothered to restore the statue. Neither the police ever took the initiative to find out the
culprits. Probably they are the same group of people who had vandalised Madhuda's statue recently near the Madhu's

Canteen at Dhaka University from where Asad and thousands of students had started the demonstration.

—Star photo

PM rejects BNP proposal

Under-trial MPs can't
join JS session

By Nurul Kabir

Prime Minister and Leader
of the Jatiya Sangsad Sheikh
Hasina yesterday rejected an
Opposition proposal for allow-
ing two under-trial BNP law-
makers to attend the budget
session of parliament.

The rejection was made at a
meeting of the JS Business Ad-
visory Committee, chaired by
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury.

Earlier, the JS body decided
that the national budget for fis-
cal 1999-2000 would be placed
in the House on June 10-and
that it would be passed on or be-
fore June 30.

The 15-member advisory
body comprising senior leaders
of both Treasury and Opposi-
tion Benches decides the length
of a session and the agenda.

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-

blasts at his residence.

tion in the House Prof. Badrud-
doza Chowdhury told the meet-
ing that the government should
make necessary arrangements
so that the two jailed BNP legis-
lators — KM Obaidur Rahman
and Alamgir Kabir - could rep-

resent their electorate in the
budget session.

e BNP leader also made a
similar proposal for Mahibur
Rahman Manik, a ruling party
MP from a Sunamganj con-
stituency, who was recently ar-
rested in connection with bomb

Obaidur Rahman, a law-
maker from a Faridpur con-
stituency and former general
secretary of BNP. 1is a
chargesheeted accused in the
Jail Killing Case.

Alamgir Kabir, a lawmakér

See Page 12 Col 2
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3y Tawfiq Aziz Khan

l.ance Klusener stood be-
twezn Pakistan and victory.
This 27-year-old south-paw has
mat led every bowler who has
comi2 his way and remained at
large till Saturday. Coming in
down the batting order,
Klusener has successfully per-
formed his rescue act right {rom
their first match against India.
Even in their ratch against
Zimbabwe he belted the bowling
in a futile attempt to save his
team. Klusener is undoubtedly
the hottest property of this
World Cup so far. You need a
strong whip for this rampaging
African lion to be tamed. As
with the bat he has proved his
talent with the ball also pitch-
ing his military medium. deliv-
eries with great effect. No won-
der he picked up his fourth
man-of-the match award in six

See Page 12 Col 5

NZ take control of rain-affected match

Allott enters record book

HEADINGLEY, England,
June 6: Pace bowler Geoff Allott
entered the World Cup record
books as New Zealand took con-
trol of the rain-affected second
round match against Zimbabwe
here today. reports AFP.

Left-armer Allott took three
wickets to take his tally to 18,
equaling the record for the most
wickets in-a World Cup, as Zim-
babwe were skittled for 175.

Seamer Roger Binny took 18
wickets in 1983 when India won
the trophy.

Allott, a 27-year-old from
Canterbury, finished with three
for 24 off 10 overs.

The last seven wickets fell
for 39 runs. The Zimbabweans
struck just one boundary in the
last 14.3 overs.

Zimbabwe captain Alistair
Campbell elected to bat in
bright sunshine but his hopes of
a sizeable total were spoiled by
rain showers.

Two interruptions upset the

concentration and rhythm of
the Zimbabwean batsmen as
they struggled to lift their run
rate above three an over,

The Africans were soon in
trouble when Grant Flower. the
anchor of the order. was bril-
liantly run out by Matthew
Horne with a direct LL

Fellow opener Neil Johnson

A 9l-run partnership be-
tween Murray Goodwin (57) and
Campbell (40) rescued the
Africans, but even they found
runs hard to come by. At one
stage they scored just 16 runs in
Seven overs.

After they were dismissed in
quick succession shortly after
returning to the wicket follow-

WITH LONG LASTING RROUTHIWASH & FLUOEIDE

LOSEUE

SHINY WHITE TEETH « FRESNER BREATHN

For Long Lasting Fresh Breath and Sparkling White Teeth

cracked five boundaries off
Dion Nash as he sped to 25 off
32 balls before he was bowled by
Allott, the ball rolling onto the
stumps off bat and pad.

Allott then had Andy Flower
caught at point for nought to
make it 45 for three.

ing the second break in play,
the Zimbabwean innings folded
without resistance.

All-rounder Chris Cairns
also took three bottom-order
wickels as he passed 100 one-
day victims in his career,

‘Nat'l Biotechnology Institute
finally coming into being

The government has finally
decided to establish a National
Biotechnology Institute (NBI),
some 15 years after it was con-
ceived, to reduce the country's
dependence on import of costly
biotechnology products.

The Executive Committee of
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) has approved estab-
lishment of the NBI on a 20-

| acre plot of land at Savar with

an initial allocation of Tk,
18.71 crore. However, total cost
of the project has been esti-
mated to be over Tk 50 crore,
official sources said.

" Till Bangladesh develops
its own home-grown biotech-
nology products, {t will have to
import these ll.liuu...i L3, includ-
ing genetically moditied (GM)
seeds, from abroad at an ex-
horbitant cost in order to meet
the country’'s growing demand
for food.," said a study report of

By Reaz Ahmad

the Ministry of Science and
Technology.

Biotechnology is a tech-
nique that uses living organ-
isms to make or modify a prod-
uct, to improve plants and ani-
mals, or to develop microorgan-
isms for specific uses. ™e use of
biotechnology products is
rapidly increasing throughout
the world, experts said.

The NBI would work in agri-
sector to develop GM crops re-
sistant to pest attacks and dis-
eases and also 'flood and
drought tolerant'.

In the health sector, emmpha-
sis can be put on 'drug discov-
ery, production of diagnostics
and vaccines' they said.

"On the microbial side, ef-
forts can be made to produce GM
microbes capable of degrading
waste products from factories
and produce cheap enzymes
suitable for industrial use.

There is a high potential of
making use of microbes in
detoxifying the ground leve] of
arsenic,” one expert added.

The study report says that
till NBI comes into being,
Biotechnology Research Centre
of Dhaka Universitg. estab-
lished a few years back, re-
mains the country's lone insti-
tution of this kind. But this
Centre has not been able to
achieve any tangible result in
the field of biotechnology be-
cause of fund constraints.

The National Science and
Technology Committee in its
April 29, 1984 meeting had first
felt the necessity of establish-
ing a NIB,

Almost a decade later, a re-
port titled "The Feasibility of
Establishing an Institute of
Biotechnology in Bangladesh”
was submitted to the govern-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Rafiqul Haque
sues Protham
Alo editor

Barrister Rafiqul Haque yes-
terday filed a "tl]k 7.02 crore
damage suit against Editor and
others of daily Protham Alo for
publishing a report on May 19
'that undermined his image",
reports UNB.

The Fourth Sub-judge's
Court of Dhaka issued summon
upon the defendants.

Barrister Haq, a former at-
torney general, in his petition
said that the report involving
him under the caption, 'allega-
tion of professional miscon-
duct' was false, concocted and
defamatory causing damage to
his professional career,

ot Ket g

By Shakil Kasem

Unless you have a name like
Geoffrey Boycott, that fiercely
loyal son of Yorkshire, you
would not want to have any-
thing to do with cricket at Head-
ingley. To a man, cricketers
from Yorkshire have been dour,
stubborn kinds who spent most
of their misspent youths in the
minepits, because the dull, drab
and dreary weather was too
much to bear. Playing on those
uncovered wickets in the days
of yore, with the rain never
more than a bouncer or two
away, players like Trueman
and Boycott emerged as much as
characters of the game, as ac-
complished players which they

~undoubtedly were. You have to

take Headingley and its weather
and live with it. If not, “this
game has "nowt to do with
thee," as they say in Yorkshire.
Zimbabwe and New Zealand
received the custom wel-
come at Headingley with a late

start. The covers were on, as
predicted, and the familiar
sight of the patrons huddled
under the ubiquitous umbrellas
was enough to depress anybody
other than Geoffrey Boycott, out
of his mind.

The toss was won by Zim-
babwe, who promptly decided to
bat. The wicket did not look
like %lfting runs to any side and
the Zimbabweans thought the
were better off putting as muc
on the board as possible, then
make life as difficult as they
could for Fleming and his men.
On the face of it, not a bad ploy.
But then what is a defendable
total, actually? This World Cup
is yet to provide an answer to
this most basic of questions.
Granted, the Zimbabweans
have a brilliant fielding side,
but the bowling however leaves
a bit to be desired. Neil John-
son, nee Natal and for a while

See Page 12 Col 4
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2000 outlaws
surrender
today

From Our Correspondent
_JESSORE, June 6: About
2000 leaders and activists of
outlawed parties will surrender
their arms at Jessore Town Hall
Maidan at 10 am today in pres-
ence of Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim.

The leaders and cadres of
outlawed parties active in the
southwestern districts will lay
down their arms responding to
an amnesty offered by the gov-
ernmerit,

According to police control
room sources, more than 100
leaders and activists of some
outlawed parties have alread
surrendered to the police wit
130 firearms this evening.

The arms they surrendered
to the police included SLR.
SMG, stengun, rifles, double-
barrel gun pistol, pipegun and a
number of bullets.

UNB adds: A total of 130
leaders and activists of out-
lawed parties, including a UP

See Page 12 Col 1

Hasina asks party
MPs to prepare
for ext polls

Primic Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
party MPs to attend the budget
session of Parliament with all
preparations. reports UNB.

Addressing the ALPP meet-
ing at Sangsad Bhaban. the
Prime minister also asked the
lawmakers to prepare them-
selves for the next elections,

‘Stand beside the people and
do something for their welfare,”
she told the party MPs. She also
directed them to highlight the
achievements of the govern-
ment during last three years’
ride.

About the upazila polls. she
hoped the opposition will take
part. and asEed the MPs to en-
sure that more than one person
from the party does not contest
the polls, sources close to the
meeting said.

Referring to local demands
placed by some MPs, Hasina
said they should not come up
with demands like the opposi-
tion members.

Some members were critical
of the Education Minister for
not taking the educational-in-
stitutions in their areas under
the MPO scheme.

The Prime Minister noted
with happiness the return of the
opposition to the House in full
strength. She said the farsight-
edness of the ruling party made
it possible to bring back the op-
position in the Business Advi-
sory Committee meeting and
the House as well.

Prime Minister's Parlia-
mentary Affairs Advisor Su-
runjit Sengupta stressed the
need for arranging orientation
course for the AL MPs.

The meeting. lasting 90
minutes, was attended by most
of the party MPs.

FBCCI chief

blasts critics
of bank loan

defaulters

By Staff Correspondent

Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) president Abdul
Awal Mintoo blasted critics
who termed private sector en-
trepreneurs as bank loan de-
faulters, criminals and plun-
derers and claimed, they have
no right to nag investors.

Questioning the bonafides of
those, Mintoo went on: "They
have not even generated 10
jobs.”

“Either they must shut their
mouths or themselves invest in
generating employment in the
country,” he said, while speak-
ing at a discussion meet on Fa-
cilitating Policies and Incen-
tives as Essential Prerequisites
for Boosting Exports organised
by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
at its auditorium, yesterday.

Claiming that private sec-
tor's investment in the country
now stood at 92 per cent, the
FBCCI chief said the en-
trepreneurs do not want incen-
tives. They only want a “level-
playing field' so that exporters

See page 11

Allegation

refuted

By Staff Correspondent

Sung Jin Bangladesh Ltd has
refuted the allegation that it
had forged export visa and
quota documents while export-
ing garments to the US recently.

[ts name was in the list of
ten companies published in The
Daily Star on May 1, whose
consignments were seized by
the US Customs Department
last month for allegedly forging
visa and quota documents.

*We strongly refute any such
allegation against us ", Manag-
ing Director of the company
Muhammad Ahsan told The
Daily Star yesterday. "We have
all necessary papers to prove
our total innocence.”

He said his company exports
only one item -caps- which has
no quota restriction for export
to the US.

Ahsan requested the gov-
ernment not to stop export by
the company before proving it

|' guilty.



