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Onsong Johinson

HEADINGLEY, England,
June 5: Zimbabwe's Neil John-
son is a World Cup one-off - a
player who opens
and bowling, reports AFP.

The only man who gets close
is Jacques Kallis, who opens the
bowling for South Africa and
bats at three or four.

The fact that Johnson is not
doing it for his first-choice side
is a disappointment which he
has buried with his past.

If the 29-year-old all-
rounder - who lines up for Zim-
babwe against New Zealand in
their Super Six clash here on

Sunday - had any lingering re-

grets, he dismissed them in
perfect fashion against South
gfrlr:a at Chelmsiord on May
9.

Playing against many of his
old team-mate and friends, he
took three wickets with his
right-arm swing bowling and
scored 76 runs to win the game
for Zimbabwe.

"It was the greatest day of my
cricketing career.. 1| hope they
think they lost someone who
could have played for them," he
said of the South Africans. "But
they could never admit it."

Johnson was born in Harare
but has played most of his
cricket in Natal in South

th batting

Africa. He also toured Zim-
babwe with South Africa A in
1994-95. _

'l grew up with Polloeck and
Klusener and I've known Jonty
Rhodes the longest." he said.

The call to play alongside

-them for the Proteas, however,

TNEeVer came,

Last year, Johnson was
awarded Zimbabwean citizen-
ship and made an immmediate
impact for his adoptive country.

First he took four wickets on
his Test debut, including the
highly-valued scalp of India's
Sachin Tendulkar.

Then in his second Test, he
made a 107-ball hundred in
Pakistan that formed the cor-
nerstone of Zimbabwe's first
ever Test series win.

He has also been a building
block for the team's success
here.

He has not looked back since
scoring 59 and taking four for
42 in his first game against
Renya.

After the first round, he had
10 wickets at 16.90 apiece, his

economy rate 4.3 runs an over.

That put him 11th in the bowl-

ing averages. His 156 runs at an

average of 31.20 make him the

tournament's 27th meost suc-

See page 14

Pakistan all-rounder Abdul Razzak plays an uppish drive off Lance Klusener at Trent Bridg

|  TRENT BRIDGE, June 5: The
| Pakistan-South Africa match
| venerated a lot of interest, not
! only because it was the clash of
' the two group champioti=, 5 cal-
| ibration of group streungcths, but
Y also because it was Pakistan's
| opportunity to keep the endur-
1ing ‘fans' at bay. New Zealand
tand Australia may have to
‘work that much harder to
| prove the pundits wrong,
| South African fans, in their
‘yellow-banded green jerseys,
i seemed to have interred the
i Zimbabwe zap and were as exu-
| berant as the bright Saturday
i morning sun. The Pakistanis
 appeared still dazed from the
| Bangladesh bolt from the blue,
. 1e day began very well, but
weather forecasts predicted
' cloud and rain later in the af-
| ternoon.
All sorts of people thronged
| Nottingham today. There was a
| school teacher, now head of a
' school in Bournemouth, who
| came to a cricket match after
| thirty years. "My son is giving
' me a birthday treat," he said
' with a wide grin, His big day
I was next week.

Nine-member of the "Lady

Intriguing encounter

From Nizamuddin Ahmad in London

have travelled all the way from
South Africa to follow the team
in the World Cup. ;

"There are about two hun-
dred of us in the whole of the
tournament,” said one of the
ladies dressed in the majestic
flag of Mandela-land,

Grounds around England are
waking up to the call of Wasim
Akram and Azharuddin to
make them safe.

Security has been beefed up
and bags were searched. Specta-
tors were warned over the public
address system yet again that
they should not invade the
playing area during play and
that offenders would be ejected
from the ground. Despite stew-
ards forming a garland around
the ground, a crowd invasion at
the Oval on Friday could not be
stopped at the end of the India-
Australia match. Today, Iif
predictions are in order, will be
no different.

Additional security mea-
sures are in place for the India-
Pakistan clash at Old Trafford
in Tuesday next. Unlike at
other grounds, only accredited
personnel will be allowed ac-
cess when the two teams prac-

Azhar faces TS5 Ney Zealand v Zimbabwe: Allo the pace ace

the music

LONDON, June 5 [AP/PTI):
Indian captain Mohammad
Azharuddin faces the prospects
of an unceremonious exit from
the hottest job in Indian sport
after his team's loss to Aus-
tralia in the Super Six clash
Friday at The Oval.

The defeat virtually put In-
dia out of the World Cup, unless
a series of improbable resulis
fetches them a place in the
semifinals.

Australia picked up their
first two points in the Super Six

~league with the 77-run victory

over India, who are without any
points with two matches re-
‘maining. b

Captains who failed to live
up to the expectations of 900
million cricket-mad Indians
have frequently been shown the
door in the past.

Azharuddin, going through a
lean patch as batsman, knows
the fate of Indian cricket's
fallen idols but said criticism of
his captaincy had been unfair,

"The criticism of my cap-
taincy has been unfair,”
Azharuddin told reporters Fri-
day. "The captain is only as
good as his team.",

Azharuddin acknowledged
that his own batting form had
hit rock bottom but it was

wrong to lay the blame for In-
diaIEI.-E: :iiefeat on him alone.

"Eleven players play eve
game and the captain is}rust D:‘-‘l};f
of them," he said. "We simply
did not play up to our potential
but to blame the captain alone
is not done."

Azharuddin said his deci-
sion to field first was made as
the wicket was under the covers
and it was expected to help the
fast bowlers because of the
moisture. With India in danger
of making a premature exit,
Azhar hoped his team would
win the next two games to brin
it to a stage where it would bo
down to net turn rate.

"Our hope is in calculations
at the moment,” he added.

Coach Anshuman Gaekwad
criticised the lethargic Indian
fielding. "We were simply not u
to the mark. We did not attac
the ball aggressively and our
throwing from the deep left a lot
to be desired. There is no ques-
tion we have fielded better than
yesterday in this tournament."

Azharuddin attributed Indi-
a's defeat to loose bowling "We
did not do well because we
bowled a bit short in the initial
overs." he said.

Gaekwad said the wicket had
See page 14
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LONDON, June 5 (AP): Dave
Houghton isn't surprised his
Zimbabwe team has made the
Super Six of the cricket World
Cup while teamns like hosts Eng-
land and the West Indies have
been knocked out.

But he was overwhelmed
that it beat neighbour South
Africa to get there.

"All my life I've wanted to
beat South Africa,” said the
former Test batsman who re-
tired last year at age 40 after 20
years as a player.

"I've played them at (field)
hockey Tests as well and never
managed to win.”

But Houghton believes that
the 48-run victory at Chelms-
ford on Saturday would have
an amazing effect on the na-
tion.

“All the games now will be
shown live on Zimbabwe televi-
sion so it's not just the people
who can afford satellite dishes
who are watching us. "It's the
whole nation." he said.

LOGO TROUBLE

LONDON, June 5 (AP): Before
Indian maestro Sachin Ten-
dulkar was cut to size by Glenn

See page 14

Clash of Super Six babes

HEADINGLEY, England,
June 5: High-flying Zimbabwe,

short on superstars but strong

on team spirit, take on New
Zealand in the cricket World
Cup here on Sunday knowin

that one more victory shoul

see them into the semi-finals,
reports AFP.

matched only by Wasim
Akram's Pakistan.

New Zealand., however. are
also riding high alter beatin
Australia and edging out 197
and 1979 trophy winners West
Indies to reach the second
phase.

The Kiwis also know they

Seize the

moment,
AKTEL it.

The Africans have already
made history in getﬂng as far as
the second round.

Having beaten India and pre-
tournament favourites South
Africa in the first phase, Zim-
babwe already have four points
going into the Super Six, a feat
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PAKISTAN-S AFRICA SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Pakistan innings in the Super Six match
against South Africa at Trent Bridge yesterday:

PAKISTAN R B 4 6
Saeed Anwar ¢ Boucher b Elworthy 23 37 2 0
Wajahatullah Wasti ¢ Boucher b Donald 17 56 2 0
Abdul Razzaq ¢ Kirstenh b Elworthy 30 &0 2 0
ljaz Ahmed ¢ Cullinan b Klusener 23 36 1 1
Inzamamul Haq run out (Rhodes) 4 15 0 0
Yousuf Youhana run out {(Klusener) . 17 27 1 D
Moin Khan run out (Cronje/Boucher 63 56 6 2
Azhar Mahmood not out 15 10 1 0
Wasim Akram not out 5 - 1 0
Extras: (b-4, Ib-8, w-11) 23 :
Total; (For 7 wickets in 50 overs) 220

Did not bat: Saglain Mushtaq, Shoaib Akhtar.

Fall of wkts: 1-41 (Saeed Anwar, 13.2 ov): 2-58

(Wajahatullah, 18.4 ov): 3-102 (Abdul Razzaq, 29.5 ov); 4-111
(ljaz Ahmed, 32.3 ov): 5-118 (Inzamam-ul-Haq. 35.1 ov) 6-150
ousuf Youhana, 42.6 ov); 7-206 (Moin Khan, 48.5 ov).

Bowler
Pollock
Kallis
Donald
Elworthy
Klusener
Cronje
Toss: Pakistan.

Umpires: DB Hair (Aus} and DR-Shepherd.

TV Umpire: DB Cowie (NZ).
Match Referee: JR Reid (NZ).

have won all three of their
World Cup meetings and 13 of

17 one-dayers against Zim-
babwe.

Rival coaches Steve Rixon of
New Zealand and David
Houghton of Zimbabwe expect

~an evenly-matched contest,

Global
Partner

0 M R W
10 1 42 0
10 0 47 0 (7-w)
10 2 49 1 (2-w)
10 2 23 2 (I-w)

9 0 41 1

1 0 6 0 (I-w)

“We have great respect for
Zimbabwe," Rixon, the former
Australian wicket-keeper said.
"They are very good in these
conditions.”

Houghton, meanwhile, has
told his side that they are on the
brink of a major breakthrough.

"We are belter placed than
many other teams and should
take
Houghton said. "This could be
}11E'Wurid Cup we were waiting
or."

Zimbabwe had won only

three of their 25 Cup matches
before this tournament. They

have already equalled that in

five games here.
Alistair Campbell's team

had already had a memorable
season hE}{Dl‘E arriving here,
winning their first Test series
abroad against Pakistan and
making their first one-day final
in the Sharjah Cup Ilast

November.
Neil Johnson,; whose 76 and

three for 27 secured Zimbabwe
their first win over South
Africa last week, is confident
_the team can go far.

GOT YOU: Lance Klusener gestures after getting the wicket of Ij yesterc ay.

advantagt aof that."

LONDON, June 5: Pace

bowler Geoff Allott will top New

Zealand's list of potential
match-winners when they
clash in the World Cup Super
Six second round with Zim-
babwe at Headingley on Sun-

' day. His excellent bowling is

now earning him as many
headlines as is batting did ear-
lier in the year, reports AFP.

The 27-year-old Canterbury
bowler — known affectionately
as a genuine number 11" — be-
caine the toast of his teammates
in March when he battled for a
world-record 102 minutes
without scoring in the first Test
against South Africa in Auck-
land.

That performance, which
out did the previous 50-year
mark set by England's Godfre
Evans, helped save the matc
but has led to him being teased
ever since.

“I'm not sure whether to be
happy with it or not.," he says of
the record. "They boys have
given me a bit of gibbing."

Allott's bowling, however, is
now the issue.

The powerful left-armer,
whose style makes him a mir-
ror image of England’'s right-
arm, paceman Darren Gough,
tops the wicket-taking charts
with 15 after the first phase of
the World Cup.

His best, tour for 37, helped
New Zealand defeat Australia

See page 14 and get them through to the sec- ot out.
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ond round.

Before the tournament, Al-
lott was seen as a bowler offer-
ing pace and bounce rather than
control but he has managed to
Eﬂlance those twin necessities

ere,
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; ?1152 m;;tims have cost him
us .23 runs apiece — onl
five bowlers have E{J better :-111-"6,':'1'3-lIIr
age there — and he is cenceding
less than four runs an over. |
That success has left his bat-
ting in the shade.
He has only managed to get
to the crease once in ﬂgve games,
laying a robust if unspectacu-
ar knock to finish on nought

—AFP photo
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