'Our Earth,

Future'

rid Environment Day was

observed in the country as else-

where across the globe yester-

day with a renewed pledge to

protect the environment, re-
ports UNB.

"Our Earth — Our Future —
Just Save It!" was the theme of

the day.
The Day is being observed on
June 5 year as per the UN

General Assembly decision fol-
lowing a conference on human
environment at Swedish capi-
tal Stockholm in 1972 to e
the ple aware of the envi-
ronmental pollution, environ-
ment preservation and its
management.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina gave separate
messages on the occasion call-
ing for concerted efforts to pre-
vent environmental degrada-
tion and maintain ecological
balance.

At the national level, the
Environment and Forest Min-
{stry and Department of Envi-
ronment chalked out an elabo-

Sec page 11

Bangabandhu
hospital

tense

By Staff Correspondent

A showdown is likely at the
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital
(BSMMUH) today with the
Sarkari Karmachari Shaman-
nay Parishad calling a 24-hour
strike and the authorities
warning of "legal action”.

"Any one found spoiling the
peaceful atmosphere at the hos-
pital will face legal action,” the
authorities have said in a no-
tice.

The authorities have already

' See page 11
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Time to make a fresh pledge
A World Environment Day parade in Dhaka yesterday.

GMG plans to|
‘go regional

By Mustak Hossain

Private sector carrier GMG The company plans to ex-
Airlines, which carries about and its services to India,
45 per cent of passengers on epal, Bhutan and Myanmar,
domestic routes, plans to ex- he said.
pand its services to neighbour- "If the government gives li-
ing countries, company sources  cence, which we are expecting,
said. GMG's regional services may

‘Bangladesh has a strategic  start within six months."

location in South Asia and we GMG has ements with
are trying to utilise this poten-  some foreign airlines which op-
tial," Managing Director Sha- erate regular flights to DhaEa
hab Sattar said.

and it carries their passengers

to various destinations in the

- Awayoflife sla o b

- country.

GMG started operation in
1998 with two Bombardier
Dash 8-100 planes, each capa-
ble of ¢ 40 pas €ers.

"GMG carried 120,000 pas-
sengers during its first year of
operation. This is almost half

XY LW E o ' o B2 s z bodied aircraft or a Bombardier

A VIeW m l le y Dash-8-300 aircraft before
h starting the regional service. We

From Page | and it was left to Ganguly to | have already talked with a

provide a breakthrough but by Canadian company for this,"

;rjnen' can deliver the Cup to In-
ia.

The Australians surprised
the West Indies in their last
group match, McGrath was the
wrecker in chief. They were also
in contention and a team of
Australia's standing, a pre-
tournament favourite can never
be taken lightly by any oppo-
nent however powe or con-
fident they felt they are. Like
India, Australia were also
putting their act together after
the initial setback.

Experts were divided on the
issue of Azhar's decision of
| Eutting the Australians in to
at on the traditionally hard
and bouncy wicket of The Oval.
Australia have a strong batting
line-up and their middle order
with Michael Bevan coming in
at number 6 is particularly ca-
pable of taking apart any at-
tack. So, against a side that had
a penetrating attack it was sui-
cidal to have invited them to
bat specially when India won
their last three matches batting
first and with the knowledge
that they were bad chasers. A
total beyond 250 on these En-
ish wickets have always been
ifficult to overhaul for any
team unless something ex-
traordinary happened Aus-
tralia always loo like a side
that was capable of scoring
these runs.

The Indian seam attack has
hardly been as effective as the
Australians' and the fifth
bowler's slot has always been
filled in with part-timers like
Ganguly and Robin Singh. On
this particular day the o
. _attack came for a bit of stick

the passengers carried by the
Biman," Sattar claimed.

‘We shall procure a wide-

said the GMG chief executive,

Mtlrder_ in Ct_g_

that time the Aussies were in a
happy position. All the to

seven bats men scored freely
and the Indian spinners were

h no respect by the Aussi
?cdm?br;rlMark aug]'{ Tlfat l:va;: Pro tEStor S
Euinter too, because Australia

ad hardly lost a game in which on ﬁrﬁ _

Mark Waugh scored runs and

this one too proved no excep- CHITTAGONG, June 5:

tion. The absence of genuine

fifth bowler was once again felt
as Ganguly, Singh and Ten-

dulkar conceded 78 valuable

runs in their 13 overs.

The much heralded battle
between Tendulkar and Shane
Warne did not see the light of
the day as McGrath brought one
up just from short of length that
caught the maestro in two

s. It was ajem of a delivery
to which any bats man of Ten-
dulkar's class would have suc-
cumbed. A similar delivery sent
Dravid to the dressing room
and when Fleming fooled Gan-
guly, all the centurians retired
to the dressing room with only
a dozen runs on board. When
Azhar was struck by an awk-
ward bounce India's pitcher of
owe was full to the brim.

A spo Jadeja and heavy
weight Robin S launched a
crusade against Aussie attack
hammering Warne for 21 runs
in one over but by then the Aus-
tralians were safely on.a boat
for the shore. Jadeja's ton,
achieved in carefree manner,
went in vain.

The Indians must win
against New Zealand and Pak-
istan very convincingly if they
want to keep their chances
alive, even then the calculators
will come into play.

protesters set afire the house of
the principal accused in Com-
missioner Liakat Ali Khan
Murder Case here today, reports
UH%

itnesses said angry le
from a rally held in frnntpuf
Panchlaish Ward Commis-
sioner office in protest a st
the murder stormed into the
house of contractor Abdul Gani
at Chalitatoli at about 7 pm and
set it ablaze.

Gani remained abscondin
after the killing on June 2 o
commissioner Liakat, who was
also Awami League's city unit

‘organising secretary.

Police and fire-fighters
brought the flame under control
at about 9 Em.

Meanwhile, police today ar-
rested two more people from a
Rangamati-bound passenger
bus in the city's Panchlaish
area in connection with the
murder:

With the arrest of the two
ﬁnung men, Selim and Yunus,

ve people have so far been ar-
rested for their alleged in-
volvement in the killing.

A senior police official said
they have got important infor-
mation about the killing and
two special teams are now stay-
ing outside the metropolis to
arrest the killers.

c

ntries worldwide.

—Star photo by Amran Hossain

10 killed in
N'ganj
bus collision

At least ten people were
killed and 35 others injured,
some of them critically, in a
road accident at Bholta on
Dhaka-Narsingdi road this af-

tgrmoon, police sources said, re-
ports B-Sgo

Police and eyewitnesses said
the accident occurred at about
2-15 pm when a Dhaka-bound
minibus collided with a Sylhet-
bound passenger bus, killing
one person on the spot and in-
juring 35 others.

Local people rescued the in-
jured passengers. They were
immediately rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where nine of them
succumbed to their injuries.
Four of the dead were identified
as Ayub Hossain, 40, Nazrul Is-
lam, 22, Mosharraf Hossain,

. 18, and Haider Ali, 19,

The condition of some pas-
scnﬁfrs were stated to be criti-
cal, hospital sources said.

All the bodies were kept at
the morgue of DMCH for au-
topsy.

Police seized both the buses

and lodged a case with Rupganj
thana in this connection.

BNP calls hartal
in Khulna div
today

JESSORE, June 5: BNP
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Khulna division tomorrow, re-
ports UNB.

The hartal was called
protesting charge sheet by CID
against BNP central leader and
former minister Tariqul Islam
and some local leaders in con-
nection with Runner editor
Mukul murder case.

The party demanded with-
drawal of Tariqul's name from
the charge sheet,

Watch World Cup Crickt'99
live on PH"JPS Television.

Instalment facility available

Dhaka : 815307-10 Chittagong : 716353, 723578
Khulna : 720304 Bogra : 6215
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Real estate developers give a fig to law

Rajuk's call to restore in-
house parking has been ign
by all multi-storied building
OWTIETS.

Rajuk said, they have re-
cently served notices to all
multi-storied building owners

urging them to have parking fa-

cilities in their structures, as
required by law within June 25.

Responding to an allegation
that Rajuk was indiscrimi-
nately approving
multi-storied buildings and
shopping malls without assur-
u}ﬁ parking facilities, a Rajuk
official said the parking provi-
sion existed in all the plans but
the owners converted that space
into offices or shops.

Rajuk is also alleged to be

: iﬁ:m:: ng zoning provisions of
the ci

ty and allowing shopping
centres at busy intersections
without the slightest regard for

ored

lans for

By Morshed Ali Khan

traffic.

Hundreds of such buildings
are creating traffic jams all
over the city. There are hun-
t+L:Iire|:lzs: more now under construc-

on,

Rajuk chairman, M Azizul
Haque told The Daily Star, his
office would start a drive for
implementing the regulation,
soon. "We will move door-to-
door and ensure that owners
abide by the law. If n we
will resort to legal action
against offenders,” Haque
warned.

The chairman said it was
necessary for the owners of
these buildings to realise how
much problem they were creat-
ing by not having parking fa-
cilities inside their premises. -

Rajuk sources said they have
flagged quite a few buildings in

the city, which has increasingl

become a nuisance. Another of-
ficial added, almost all these
buildings have converted their
parking lot into offices or
shops.

“The glaring example is the
Pir Yemeni market located at
one of the busiest junctions of
the city near the GPO. This per-
son has converted the p&rkMﬁ
facility into shops that sel
mosquito nets,” informed a
Rajuk official.

In another instance at
Dhanmondi road-1 BEXIMCO
bought a land which they claim,
is outside the residential area.
Officials differed: They are us-
ing the road, electricity and
water of Dhanmondi residen-
tial area. The 14-storied com-
mercial building called Bell
Tower has only ten parking
spaees in the underground.

ding now uses road-
1 as its parking lot for hundreds
of visitors and its own fleet of
cars day and night. Residents
said, at times the area gets so
crowded with cars that it be-
comes a traffic nightmare.

“It seems they have bought
up the entire area to run their
business,” said a resident who
sent several complaints to Ra-
juk and police but they have
gone unanswered.

Rajuk sources said, they
were well aware of the problem
but could not do anythlng
against the offenders. “If the

Prime Minister takes steps to
solve the problem. only then
can we move., se, we are
afraid we will lose our jobs, if
we take action,” a Rajuk official-

said requesting nqnnynuty. :

The buil

BPC-Esso venture being

Star Report

The government is reviving
a joint venture LPG ;;:,meect be-
tween Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC) and oil t
Esso, one that was considered
"dead" because of some serious
flaws in the proposal, sources
said, - -

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing will review the project to-
day.

The project was proposed in
January 1997 but was shelved
in early 1998. It had proposed
setting up of a one lakh tonne
capacity LPG bottling plant
-with an import terminal and
marketing of LPG in
‘Bangladesh through the BPC.

Esso, which is globall
merging with oil giant Mobil,
was earlier proposed to be black
listed by the BPC for violating
rules in a tender floated to im-
port 5.2 lakh tonnes  of

guuleum roducts for July-
mber this year.

BPC's subsidiary Jamuna
Oil, which is involved in mar-
keting petroleum products, is
already a partner of Mobil in
another LPG joint venture pro-
ect.

j Sources said that the LPG
joint venture project originall
involved an investment of 2
million US dollars.

L1

It was proposed that BPC,
tho a regulatory authority,
would purchase a minimum of

20,000 tonnes of LPG from Esso -

annually and market those.

The government had then
opined that BPC did not have
any marketing network and
that a joint venture partner
could not be forced to Epuéuhaa:
a certain quantity of . The
government had suggested that
a distribution eement could
be signed with BPC's sister con-
cern, LPGL.

It was proposed that BPC

. earmarked for setting u

would own 25 per cent share in
the project, Mohammadi
Petrotrade (a local private com-
pany) 15 per cent and Esso 60
per cent.

The government had said
that the agreement would be
signed between Esso and BPC on
the basis of a 75 per cent - 25 per
cent equity. If any third party
has to be included, it should be

- done from Esso's share later on.

Following the government
stand, Esso did not proceed
further with the project. How-
ever, the project may be revived
with one modification that BPC
will not have to buy 20,000
tonnes of LPG as a mandatory
provision.

The sources said it has now

been proposed that a BPC land
in Mo will be used for the
project.

is plot of land has been

the
second unit of the Mongla Olil

revived

——

Installation (MOI). It does not
have any room for a LPG plant,”
noted a source,
Earlier last month, Esso was
Prup-used to be blacklisted or
ined one million dollars by
BPC. Sources said that Esso was
the lowest bidder in a tender to
import 5.2 lakh tonnes of
petroleum products.
But when the BPC Board was
finalising the bid procedure on
May 31, Esso sent a revised

price raising it by Tk 23.64
crore.

Taken aback by such an un-
precedented move from a oil gi-
ant, the BPC Board awarded gﬂ

contract to the second lowest
bidder, Shell Oil,

As per rule, BPC then sug-
ﬁested Esso one million
ollars or blacklisting it for
itwo years. The suggestion has
been forwarded to the Energy
Ministry.

ndo-Pak failure to fix a date

Mediamen told to leave battle zone

NEW DELHI, June 5: India
and Pakistan today failed to
agree on a date for peace talks
and the Indian army ordered
Journalists to leave battle zone
in disputed Kashmir where it
was involved in a fierce combat
with armed intruders from
Pakistan, reports AP,

Pakistan's offer to send For-
eign Minister Sartaj Aziz to
New Delhi on June 7 "is not
convenient,” said Raminder
Singh Jassal, an Indian foreign
Eﬂﬁistr}r spokesman in New

elhni.

But he said India would soon
suggest alternative dates.

The delay may be an attempt
by India to turn the ground sit-
uation in its favour and negoti-
ate from a position of strength.
But tension between nuclear
armed India and Pakistan is
expected to exacerbate in com-

ing days.

In gsakistan. Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif's Cabinet flayed
the Indian crackdown on the
insurgents entrenched in the
mountain peaks of disputed
Kashmir border. Pakistan
pledged "full moral, diplomatic
and political support" to what it
called the Kashmiris fighting
for their right of self-determi-

nation from India.

The Indian army sealed en-
try for civiians into its moun-
tainous battle zone, suggesting
an escalation in ig%tin
against the insurgents. cials
sald journalists would no
longer be able to travel freely on
the northern Kargil highway
where the fighting was
place. The area is 700 kilome-
tres (440 miles) north of New
Delhi. .

Until now, journalists car-
rying army-issued passes and a
few civilian supply trucks were
the only nonmilitary traffic al-
lowed through checkpoints into

the area.

“In the past 24 hours, the

und forces have been able to

rther close in to the positions
occupied by the armed intrud-
ers," Brig Mohan Bhandari, the
military spokesman, told re-
porters in New Delhi.

For the first time today, the
air force took a break in its 10-
day-old airstrikes as ground
forces were locked in close
combat with infiltrators, on the
Indian side of Kash since
last month. "Airstrikes can't
take place when the ground as-
sault is imminent,"” 'said Group

See page 11
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More relaxing, comfortable seats with footrests and winged headrests." More than 60 choices in KrisWorld!* the world’s most advanced
personal inflight entertainment system. More premium drinks. More enticing dishes created by world renowned chefs. More of the inflight service
| even other airlines talk about. And, for the first time, air miles earned in Economy with KrisFlyer, our new frequent {lyer programime.
Welcome to a new travel experience. Singapore Airlines new Economy Class, Now more than ever, a great way to fly. SINGAPORE AIRLINES ‘

*Avaable on all MEI:I;.“. TOP 747s, JUBILEE 7775 and CELESTAR A340s: Enirol niow and ergoy rewards from | February, 1999, http.//www, singaporeair. com
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