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Dhaka, Sunda

Red Rug to the Bull

UST when Home Minister Mohammad Nasim

appears to be on a roll to apply the law in a nen-
‘partisan way he finds himself up against stiff op-
position, in certain pockets, from party loyalists.
The resistance is taking a violent, rowdy form as is
evidenced by three recent incidents where AL ac-
tivists went berserk over arrests of charge-sheeted
party MPs or accused criminal elements. Most of
the protestations seemed locally engineered and
orchestrated to bamboozle the authorities into
thinking that the arrested persons enjoyed lo-
calised support and therefore deserved some kind
of immunity from further proceedings.

Take the case of two MPs, Messrs Afzal Khan
from Comilla and Mahbubur Rahman from
Sunamganj. The first one, arrested on charge of
embezzling Tk 8 crore worth of bank money and
accused in the Shanker Kumar Das murder case,
has been set on bail. Even then, while he spoke
from outside the Comilla jail gate his parliamen-
tary colleague Mahbubur Rahman who was ar-
rested on charge of bomb blast at his Chhatak resi-
dence spoke from inside the jail compound, both to
a gathering of party supporters. Earlier, Afzal loy-
alists had put up barricade on Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway to disrupt communication there. In the
second incident, a mob led by local AL leaders
gheraoed Ramna thana following the arrest of
wanted criminal Julhash from Nayatola in the
city. The third instance that we would like to cite
shews that Jubo League and Chhatra League sup-
porters in Khulna bombed some policemen and
snatched Kala Khokon from their custody. He was
an accused in several criminal cases. Traffic on
Khulna-Jessore highway came to a stangdstill as
clashes took place between agitated activists and
the police. .

We condemn these incidents and urge the home
minister to sit up and take note of the rowdyism
fuelled among party supporters by quarters within
the AL affected by the law enforcement initiative of
the government. We want an official denunciation
of the act of sabotage with a statement from the
ruling party to the effect that they have cut off their
relations with such people. It is imperative for
them also to put a message across that they are de-

termined to carry forward their enforcement |

agenda undeterred come what may. If they failed to
do all these, then wrong signal would go out to peo-
ple in charge of enforcing the laws forcing them
back into their shell of passivity, and at best, hesi-
tancy to act. The home ministry clearly faces the
biggest challenge to government credibility to-

date.
Groom New Heroes

S the nation, engulfed in the World Cup eupho-

ia, showers praise and rewards on the crick-
eters for their superb showing against one of the
game s superpowers, it should pause to acknowl-
cdge the objective reality of sports affairs in the
country. The sensational win against Pakistan,
substantive in nature though, will still be regarded
as a mere flash in the pan, unless and until we
build on it to show the world that it isn’t so. To that
effect, what is needed is a well-orchestrated ap-
proach [fer an all-round.-development of the game.
The prime minister's speech at Friday's civic
reception accorded to players and officials on the
national squad has certainly had a sense of
direction, highlighting areas that deserve serious
attention. Her government’'s plans to introduce
tournaments at the school and college level and
upgrading the existing stadia as part of infrastruc-
ture development across the country have cer-
tainly touched the heart of the matter. What has
been even more appealing was her avowed com-
mitment to do more for the disabled people in
sporting arena, some of whom have already won
laurels in international competitions.

However, as it has happened before in the coun-
try, any new funding initiative in for development
more often than not falls prey to wheeling and
dealing by a certain group of people. Besides, cer-
tain issues generating controversy should be set-
tled once and for all. The Bangabandhu National
Stadium is certainly one of them. Currently, kind
of a musical chair is going on between the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) and Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) on the possession of the
stadium. The prime minister herself has been ap-
parently oblivious of her commitment that the big
bowl would be devoted full-time to cricket. The
game would be better served if the uncertainty over
the venue is done away with sooner than later.
Equipped with the modern floodlighting system
and the electronic scoreboard, the stadium has a
lot of potential to generate revenue by staging in-
ternational series. The government should make
the most of it. With increased gate money the de-
velopment of the game can be reasonably self-
funded in course of time. _

People who matter, we hope, would not let the
cuphoria smudge their vision of elevating the
country to the much-coveted Test status.

Z00 or a Death Row?

Q NOTHER piece of disturbing news comes from
irpur National Zoo. The biggest Royal Bengal
tiger in it died last Wednesday under mysterious
circumstances. Reports have it that three tigers
born of same mother got into a fight in the habitat
outside their cage. One of them was seriously in-
jured on 28 May. The tiger died during treatment
and the postmortem on it was done at the Zoo
quarantine. Subsequently there was a total hush-
hush over the whole episode and the tiger was
buried behind the morgue of the veterinary hospi-
tal after it was skinned. Mystery thickened as the
workers and other employees of the zoo were cau-
tioned by the higher authorities not to show any
excessive interest in the death of the tiger. But
some of the Zoo employees and workers of the Vet-
erinary Hospital suspecting wrur:g—dﬂing worked
their way into the burial place of the tiger and the
news circulated. With the death of this tiger the
number has dwindled to eighteen.

For quite some time now there have been a num-
ber of allegations against the Zoo authority for
their indifference to and maltreatment of the in-
mates of the Zoo together with pilferage of animal
food. Only the other day Sultana, a ba elephant,
died and so did a lion. Before that, four {lgers, a gi-
raffe, an orang-utan, a camel and a dnlph%ln
breathed their last. Besides, a number of snakes
and a flock of birds have also died in unclear cir-
cumstances. =

Zoo doctors are often blamed for their illegal
activities and negligence of duty which are all
known to higher authorities. It {s time they are
transferred from the Zoo. We demand an end to
corruption and mismanagement at the National
Zoo. Let an inquiry committee be immediately set
up to probe the irre%ﬁlaﬂties and punish the per-
sons responsible for the premature deaths of erzeted

| animals.

THE refugees fleeing from
their homes, the families
who watched their villages
burned to the ground, the
women who were violated and
the children who saw their par-
ents murdered don't need an in-
ternational tribunal court to
tell them that Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic is a
war criminal.

But last week's indictment of
Milosevic by the independent
International Criminal Tri-
bunal for the Former Yu-
goslavia still matters because it
tells the victims of Bosnia and
Kosovo that international law
stands with them. that it recog-
nises the criminal acts that
have taken place and that the
tribunal intends to hold Milo-
sevic and his gang responsible
for their barbarism.

That may not be much im-
mediate comfort to the thou-
sands of Albanians who are
feeling brunt of the brute force
of Milosevic's plan for cleans:
ing Kosovo of their presence,
but it might' be some, and it
could be more in the long run.
Meanwhile Milosevic's gov-
ernment has accepted the West-
ern backed peace plan on June
3. But this article mainly deals
with his indictment.

This is the first time that a
sitting head of state has been
indicted as a war eriminal, and
the evidence seems overwhelm-
ing. There are one million pages
of charges and accusations
from the Bosnian conflict
alone; there will be more from

Peacekeeping forces, under the auspices of a neutral organisation such as the [{nited Nati?ns, are
needed on the ground, to ensure that even if Milosevic again breaks his promise, there: will be
enough force to stop this man who is already under indictment for alleged war crimes
in Bosnia and Kosovo. |

L

Kosoto. Time and again in his
plans to dominate the Balkans,
those pages say, Milosevic has
acted against humanity and
common decency.

Critics of the indictment
said it was timed badly; that it
would only hamper efforts to
make peace in Kosovo and re-
turn of Albanian refugees to
their homes. They believed that
the indictment gave Milosevic
another excuse for refusing to
deal 'with international arbi-
tration,

But the one point on which
negotiations were stuck was the
insistence of international ne-

otiators and Milosevic’'s re-
usal to have troops on the
ground in Kosovo to guarantee
the Albanians safety. There was
not much room for negotiation
there — and it was hard to be-
lieve that anything could make
Milosevic more recalcitrant on
that point than he already was.

However, placing Milosevic
and his paramilitary leaders
under threat of trial sends a
signal to everyone in the
Balkans that this kind of
racism will no longer be toler-
ated by the international com-
munity.

It needs to be noted here that
there are many Serbs who have

stood up to Milosevic’'s gang,
and there are some who have
aid the ultimate price for
aving done so, In fact, the
common Serbs have some simi-
larities with the Kosovars and
others who have felt this tyran-
t's heel on their necks. and
should welcome the indictment
for telling the -truth about this
despot.
n the eve of his indictment.

Milosevic had sent a letter to
the German Envernment sug-
gesting that he was ready to
withdraw forces from Kosovo
and accept a "United Nations
presence” there. The letter for-
mally accepts broad principles
for a peace accord set earlier by
the Group of Seven industri-
alised countries and Russia.
The letier arrived as the
Finnish President, Marti
Ahtissari, prepared to travel to
Belgrade gr the first meetin

between a Western leader an

Milosevic since the bombing
camﬂalgn began.

The planned visit, and the
decision by Ahtissari to talk to
a man indicted last week on war
crimes charges, suggested that
diplomacy had advanced
enough to necessitate a direct
exchange, however unpalatable
such a meeting may be. It also
reflected a conviction among
Western governments that

Milosevic was beginning to
giﬂld under the pressure of
ombing and that time was
running out for a diplomatic
settlement that would avert a
possible ground invasion of
Kosovo.

Although Milosevic has ac-
cepted a Kosovo peace deal,
President Clinton seemed cau-
tiously waiting for signs that
Yugoslav troops begin pulling
out allowing return of Albanian
refuges. The next few days could
be decisive in determining

whether peace really comes in
the Balkans or whether the al-
lied forces will have to take fur-
ther measures.

To not want peace would be
madness. Certainly, stopping
the killing, the bloodletting, the
destruction should be every-
one's goal. There have been
enough mistakes and too many
civilian deaths caused by the
more than 30,000 NATO air
strikes. Bombing raids have
killed innocent Fenple, some of
them because of mistakes, and
some because those people were
being used as human shields by
a ruler who has yet to show any
evidence that he is familiar
with the words "compassion"
and "conscience".

But those tragic deaths and
the desire for peace must not
have pressured the interna-
tional community into forget-
ting the reason the strikes were
launched in the first place: to
stop Milosevic from carryin
out the ethnic cleansing o
Kosovo. It would have been
worse than a travesty to stop
the bombing only to have Milo-
sevic continue the killing of Al-
banians.

The more than 850,000 eth-
nic Albanian Muslims who
have been forced to flee the

ETHNIC CLEANSING IN YUGOSLAVIA

[mewmaieiiel NATO’s Air Attack and China’s Stance
by A S M Nurunnabi

US President Bill Clinton publicly apologised for the NATO's ir;adverfenf-'-bumbirig of Chinese
embassy but insisted that the allied campaign against Yugoslavia would continue, adding it was
very important to draw a clear distinction between a tragic mistake and a deliberate act of

forces mistakenly hit the Chi-
nese embassy in Belgrade.
NATO Secret General Javier
Solana called the embassy
bombing "a deeply regrettable
mistake." For well over a
month now, world attention
has focused on NATO's attack
against Yugoslavia, led by the
United States. The prolonged
air attacks against the Serb
forces In Yugoslavia seems to
have at last produced a solution
to the Kosovo crisis. While the
Western world appeared united
in trying to force President Slo-
bodan Milosevic to end his
campalgn against ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosovo, some major
countries remained opposed,
including Russia, India and,
most of all, China.

The latest incident of
bombing of Chinese embassy in
Belgrade has led many non-
NATO countries to condemn it,
They called for a quick end to
hostilities. China attempted to
seize the moral high ground,
pointing out that NATO was act-
ing without the authority of the
United Nations. China said the
UN had been damaged by being
sidelined. It was well-known
why- NATO backed by US took
the initiative in taking mili-
tary action against Milosevic
when the Yugoslav President

+nullified several attempts by

NATO allies to come to a nego-
tiated settlement of the Kosovo
crisis. On the other hand, there
was an apprehension in the face
of the intransigence of the Yu-

ethnic cleansing.

oslav President, that if the UN

ad proposed military action, it
would have been vetoed by Rus-
sia or by China itself. By actin
outside UN auspices, critics o
NATO action said that NATO
was undermining the authority
of the world body and risked
rendering it irrelevant.

NATO's justification is that
the actions of Milosevic in al-
lowing his Serb forces to g0 on
fiercely with his ruthless cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing by
processes of murder, rape,
looting, and destruction of
property of ethnic Albanians
and driving them across the
borders are so heinous that he
must be stopped. China, on the
other hand, rests its position on

a simple proposition. No coun-

try or group of countries has the

right to interfere in another

country's internal affairs. and
ethnic conflicts within Yu-
goslavia are that country's in-
ternal affairs.

The question is whether this
stance of China is morally de-
fensible in the light of the hor-
rendous process of so-called

ethnic clcansmﬁ wilich have so
far decimated the majority eth-
nic Muslim population of the
Kosovo province, These process
were earlier tried in Bosnia
which were halted at tremen-
dous costs in loss of life and
property.

According to observers,
China fears that the US. now
the only superpower, may be
able to fashion coalitions to
take punitive military action
against other countries. In this
context, China seems acutely
conscious that its treatment of
Tibetans has been harshly crit-
icised as well as its threat to
take over Taiwan by force, if
necessary. India has similar
fears about Kashmir. Russia's
predominant interest in Kosovo
seems to centre round its ethnic
links' with’' the Serbs in Yu-
goslavia. P

The NATO action in a sense,
it is felt in some quarters, in-
derlines the failure of the UN
System. Those quarters point
out that after all, the rights of
ethnic minorities are supposed
to be guaranteed by UN conven-
tions, such as the International

Convention on Civil and Politi-
cal rights. Article 27 of that
convention says:; "In those
states in which ethnic, religious
or linguistic minorities exist,
persons belonging to such mi-
norities shall not be denied the
right, in community with the
other members of their group,
to enjoy their own culture, to
profe5s and to practice their
own religion, or to use their
own language.”

Other relevant international
conventions are those on geno-
cide, torture and racial discrim-
ination, Yet, decades after these
conventions came into effect,
the abuse of ethnic minorities
still continues, as in the case of
Kosovo where the so-called pro-
cess of ethnic cleansing has

been followed with terrible con-
‘sequences. Gee il

Some international 'ob-
servers feel that something
needs to be done. It is clear that,
in the aftermath of the Cold
War, tensions between ethnic
sroups have grown worse. And
ew countries are so homoge-
neous that they are without
ethnic minorities. There are

- now in Yugoslavia cou

fears that what has ha%}ened
well
happen later on in some other

‘country.

In the opinion of ‘interna-
tional observers. if Beijing can
come up with its own proposals
for dealing with ethnic con-
flicts within sovereign coun-

eries, it will have the right to be
taken seriously. It is felt that it
is important to go beyond con-
demning other countries and to
come up with an alternative
course of action. Exactly how
minority rights are to be pro-
tected will need to be addressed
by the international commu-
nity. Kosovo has shown just
how serious the problem can be.
NATO has shown that the in-

ternational community — or at
rtant segment

leaég a very im _ .
of it — 15 ‘unwilling to stand by
while an éntire group of people
is subjected to persecution in a
most cruel manner.

Now, the opposition to the
NATO action has shown there is
need for a new consensus on the
issue of ethnic minorities.

The incident of bombing of
the Chinese embassy in Bel-

~the Tiananmen

War Crimes Indictment and Hope for Peace

province by Milosevic's forces
now must be allowed to return
to their homes. And interna-
tional troops must be allowed
in Kosovo to police any agree-
ment and protect the Albanians
from any future attacks. These
are the two bedrock principles
to which the international
community must hold.

It is not difficult to imagine
Milosevic agreeing to those
conditions. What's difficult is
imagining him keeping his
word on such an agreement. He
has broken promises after

romises. His track record
eads to one conclusion: he
cannot be trusted with his
words,

That's why peacekeeping
forces, under the auspices of a
neutral organisation such as
the United Nations, are needed
on the ground, to ensure that
even if Milosevic again breaks
his promise, there will be
enough force to stop this man
who is already under indict-
ment for alleged war crimes in
Bosnia and Kosovo. The UN has
performed similar peace-keep-
ing functions in many places
around the globe, So getting in-
volved in Kosovo in adminis-
tering a peace ent should
be nothing new nor difficult for
it.

The writer teaches at Mar-
quette University College of
Business Administration, De-

partment of Economics, Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin, USA.
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grade caused widespread reper-
cussions. A big furious mob
stoned the US embassy in Bei-
,I:glg in a rage over NATO's
mbing, while scores of police -
looked on. The ro protest at
the US embassy in Beijing was
unusual as Chinese authorities
routinely block demonstra-
tions, regardless of their sub-
ject. Similar demonstrations
were also staged outside the
British embassy. As such
demonstrations continued, the
Chinese government broke off
diplomatic contacts with Wash-
ington on human rights and

‘arms control in protest.

China also suspended con-
facts on weapons proliferation
and international security. The
areas suspended cover a wide
range of issues, including US
concerns that China has pro-
vided nuclear weapons and -
missiles to Pakistan, Iran or
other countries. The protest
that was staged in Beijing was
the largest public protest since
Square pro-
democracy demonstrations 10

ears ago. Later, China also

anned hat by US navy vessels
to Hunﬁ Kong in reprisal for the
NATO bombing.

by ,E:;ggjtglgn} Bill Clinton
Jggblicly ?o ogised for the NA-
)'s inadvertent bombing of
Chinese embassy but insisted
that the allied campaign
against Yugoslavia would con-
tinue, adding it was very impor-
tant to draw a clear distinction
between a tragic mistake and a

deliberate act of ethnic cleans-
ing. ¥

>

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address._ =

Honorary citizen

dishonoured

Sir, Thanks for the timely
article, "Honorary citizen dis-
honoured”. The very moment I
got the news about the firing of
Mr. Greenidge, 1 was feeling in
the same way. In fact I was wait-
ing to see such an article in the

DS,

How can we be such ungrate-
ful! This kind of behaviour is
just shameful.

Also, it's difficult for me to
comprehend why the reception
couldn't wait until the players
linish their official engage-
ments. This is a kind of imma-
ture line of thought.

Last but not the least, this
success in cricket proved if we
tr‘y; hard we can achieve "impos-

ible". So why don't we apply
the same spirit in all other sec-
tors?
Sharmin Banu
311 Stasney St #1402
College Station TX-77840
USA

An achievement,

indeed

Sir, The victory of our
cricket team over Pakistan
team at the World Cup tourna-
ment has been rightfully
termed as making of a history.
We are all proud of our players
and all those who have con-
tributed to put us in the interna-
tional cricket map. The spon-
taneous jubilation of the people
is an evidence of the gratitude
for them.

One cannot escape but criti-
cize the manner in which the
coach Gordon Greenidge was
axed by the Board. In the edito-
rial on 3-6-99 the DS has very
aptly put forward our senti-
ment. Let us not forget cricket is
supposed to be a 'gentlemen’s

B
~ Mr Greenidge, thank you for
your contribution to our
cricket.
Akku Chowdhury
Banani

Where was the
voice of the

nation?

Sir, 1 write to express my
disappointment at the manner
in which the reception for the

Bangladesh cricket team was
conducted and presented on
BTV, Perhaps the most note-
worthy part of our recent vic-
tory was the feeling of euphoria
that swept over the nation,
bringing people from every sec-
tion of society together in an
overwhelming wave of nation-
alism, It was a moment of
unity, of sharing tears of joy,
and ecstatic shrieks of delight
at the pride we felt in our na-
tion's achievement. Many peo-
ple (including myself ) took to
the streets at that late hour of
the ni%ht simply to feel the
thrill of seeing our own senti-
ments reflected in the faces and
voices of others.

Yet, duﬂnﬁ the reception,
supposedly the culiminating
Fnint of these feelings, we felt
et-down. From the moment we
switched the on the TV, we
waited 1o hear the sound of the
crowds cheering and to join in
but alas, their voice was never
heard. All we could hear was the
melodramatic voice of Asaduz-
zaman Noor droning on in end-
less monotony plunging us into
tears of frustration. Even when
the cricketers arrived and when
they were being presented with
crests and flowers we could not
hear the cheers — the expres-
sions of delight and joy in the
voice of the ordinary citizens. (
And this in a nafion whose
crowd had been nominated by
The Daily Telegraph in England
as the most enthusiastic and
sporting crowd of the tourna-
ment for their expression of
support to their team.) Instead
all we heard was the obse-
quious, artificial voices of
politicians who had nothing
whatsoever to do with cricket
attemptin% to ingratiate them-
selves with the Prime Minister
instead of showing genuine in-
terest in cricket.

Uzma Sarwar
8/12 Block B
Lalmatia, Dhaka

"Beyond the
Boundary"

Sir, I am writing to express
my appreciation for the column
"Beyond the Boundary" by Mr.
Shakil Kasem. My enjoyment of
the World Cup has been
considerably enhanced because
‘of the intelligent and entertain-
ing commentary with which

Mr. Kasem regales us Ererﬁda}r. -

He writes with style, f{lair.
knowledge and good sense, a
rare combination in this day
and age.

Yasmeen Murshed
Dhaka

Nothing to be
emotional

Sir, If a headline like
“..doubtful win?" in a Bangla
daily when Zimbabwe, a well
rated team in World Cup '99 de-
feats South Africa in the last
group match, could be digested,
the headline in the same news
paper. after Fakistan-
Barlﬁladesh match reading:
‘Bishwa Obaak Takiyee Roy,
Bangladesher Oitihashik Joi" is
simply intolerable. Such cheap
poetic extravaganza often used
to befool emotional Bangali
people. An English daily went
one step further by giving head-
lines: "Memories of 71 revived".
Now very few in Bangladesh
perhaps would dare to ask
questions about the perfor-
mance and behaviour of
Bangladeshi players and offi-
cials there anc]:rl) the squandering
of money. :

Anyone, knowing ABC of
cricket, can easily see the catch
in the game. Pakistan lost no
point in super six by losing, but
they salvaged Bangladeshi im-
age in a naked way.
Bangladeshi crowd present in
the field so volatile in shouting,
Eerlng and movement at the

eginning of the match visibly
lost their flair at the sudden
collapse of all Pakistani star
batsman and allrounders par-
ticularly after Wasim Akram

‘and Moin Khan when they

should be rapturous for a win.
Indian fans carried their

players on their shoulder be-

cause that was a genuine win.
Pakistani approach, bowling
outside the line, stroke play,
emotionless face and body lan-
guage suggested that they
wanted to lose. Later, Pakistani
manager's hugging Bangladeshi
officials, Saber Hossain
Chowdhury's sullen face, both
Pakistani and Bangladeshi flag
visible in the crowd, Wasim's
broad smile and no regrets in
losing the match allude some-
thing else played outside the
field. This needs investigation.

M. Ahmed
Dhaka

Why holiday?

Sir, Bangladesh team defeat-
ing Pakistani team in the

Would Cup Cricket on 31-5-1999
is now the talk of the country
and the whole country is suffer-
ing from a victory fever. The

%nvernment has also declared a
alf day holiday on 01-06-1999,
What a waste of time for a poor
country! I wish the opposition
celebrated the occasion by
declaring a half day hartal so
that the people could enjoy
their holiday in their village
homes with the members of
their family. ]

Mohammad Saleem Ullah
Advocate

Appellate Division,

Supreme Court of Bangladesh

Wasim's game plan

Sir, 1 am shocked by the
crazy jubilation over Bangla-
desh’'s 'win' over Pakistan. If I
have ever seen a fixed match,
this was the one. It was really
amusing to see how hard the
Pakistani bowlers and
fieldsmen toiled to ensure that
Bangladesh got a respectable to-
tal. Then began a greater farce,
with batsman after batsman
throwing away the wickets.
Strokes were made straight into
the ground, so that they could
not go to the boundary or to a
position in which it would look
indecent not to run. Nobody
bothered even to inspect the
lield to find the obvious gaps.
Batsmen stood plumb in front
of the wicket to invite Ibw deci-
sions. Then soft hits were skied
FI‘EEiEEl}F into the hands of
ielders.

Was it simply a case of a pa-
tronising attitude of the 'gi
brother', as Wasim declare
with seeming affection?

Please don't start that ICC-
type madness all over again.
Listen to Gordon Greenidge.
One day our youngsters will
definitely win the World Cup.

Bazlur Rahman
H-18, R-11, DRA, Dhaka

Shabash
Bangladesh!

Sir, What a day! Pakistan, a
cricket giant tasted its first de-
feat in World Cup '99 in the
hands of the cricket 'minions’.
Sounds like the Aesop’s Fables:
like the lion and the mouse. It
also reminds about the war of

independence in 1971 when
armed with bamboos; people
dared to attack the Pak army
who were equipped with the
most sophisticated weapons in
the world.

However, we deeply offended
and hurt every time the com-
mentators spoke de%radin&ly
about the Bangladesh cricket
team. They predicted their loss
and defeat with such ease and
confidence and unsportsman-
like spirit the day before the
match without the slightest

hint of sympathy or encour-
agement.

We are happy that Pakistan
lost to Bangladesh. We are
happy that Bangladesh, in spite
of geing treated as an unde (il_g
gave an answer appropriate of a
proud nation.

Fermi, Nolok and

Rosie,
Aumiya.
Dhaka

All’s well- that ends
well

Sir, What an absolutely fan-
tastic cricket match! Congratu-
lations to our cricketers who

made the night of the 31st of

May possible. The match was
exciting, challenging and the
end was sensational. The match'
did not at all seem like the one
played between two unequals at
extremes in terms of experience
and status. Rather like two
equal competitors.

During the game, while
swaying between hope and ap-
prehension we felt that the high
quality game and the fight that
would be put up, was worth-
while. Those ecsatic moments
of wicket falls would have re-
minded so even if Bangladesh
had not won. Bangladesh's en-
try into the World Cup cricket
seems to be timely, there is no
doubt that we are well on our

way to big achievements in the
future.

Niamul, Niazul and Naveed
45 Indira Road
Dhaka- 1215

MoM's Champagne

Sir, Ban lad‘esh cricke:tel;'s
brought pride, glory and joy by
defﬁagti ’ the mighty Pakista-
nis in their World Cup en-
counter. No words can describe
the elation and joy felt by the
millions at home and abroad.
But I am sorry to say that one
small incident has marred our
happiness. Man of the Match
Khaﬁsd Mahmud after accepting
the medal also accepted the bot-
tle of Champagne from the or-
ganiser, hurting the sentiment
of not only the Muslims of
Bangladesh but also of the
world. It was insulting that the
bottle was presented to a mems-
ber of a Muslim country:.

Salmam Sohel
Dhaka

Congratulations,
boys

Sir, As a novice, Bangla-
desh's performance in the

World Cup was great. Compared
to other countries, Bangladesh
fared better than some, in their
first appearance. I am proud to
be a Bangladeshi. B adesh’s
loss to three countries were
expected and 1 hope people
realise and appreciate their
effort against so many odds,
both climatic and mental.

I am sure that the day is not
far away when Bangladesh will
eLnerge as a champion in cri-
cket.

Nashita Nasim (Nolok)
#45 Indira Road
Dhaka - 1215

NAM expenditure

Sir, The importance of the
upcoming NAM summit is un-
doubtedly questionable to be-
gin with. The money to be spent
is enormous and how our coun-
try will be benefited from the
Summit is unknown as well.
Okay, since our government is
going ahead with the summit,
there is no turning back, but
should not our PM think twice
to limit the expenditure? It is so
sad to see our policy makers be-
ing so short term oriented and
making so many silly mis-

_ takes.

Since we have a modern par-
liament house, why not let the
sumimit take place there and
spend the money, say in power
sector, or to upgrade our cor-
rugted police department, or to
rehabilitate autorickshaw and
tempo drivers after taking
those off the street?

One does not have to be a

‘rocket scientist to understand

the needs of Bangladesh.

Mohammed S
USA

Massacre of trees

Sir, 1 have been keenly fol-
lowing the appreciative concern
and resentmernt beug expressed
by the readers on the Usmani
Uddayan trees. What surprises
me more than the fact that the
government could announce
such a preposterous decision is
the adamance with which the
authorities seem to remain
unmoved by the massive public
concern being voiced by the
people across the country.

To say the least it is a
shameful cowardice not to eat
your words rather than going
ahead with the cruel massacre
of hundreds of trees. What are
concerned politicians and the
guardians of Bangladesh do-
ing??

M Anis Motiwala
Karachi. Pakistan



