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strikes in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, June 1: India
‘today
strikes against Muslim gueril-
las in Kashmir and accused
Pakistan of intensifying ar-
tillery fire along their disputed
border, as the two rivals argued
over dates for peace talks, re-
ports AFP,

Milita sources
Delhi also. re
overnight assault by Pakistan-
backed Muslim guerillas to
breach Indian defences in one
of the four main conflict zones
of northern Kashmir.

Air force sources said waves
of MiG-21, MiG-23 and MiG-27
aircraft conducted at least six
sorties in the battle zone of
Kargil in northern Kashmir
against entrenched guerillas.

The raids which began at
7:00 am (0130 GMT) were spear-
headed exclusively by fighter
Jets, a source said, adding that
"Helicopter gunships played no
role in the attacks."

Mirage 2000
prowled the Kashmir skies,

in New
orted an

jets also

launched massive air

radars acrosc the border of the
Himalayan heights.

The air force deployed its
Mirage 2000s after two of its
MiG jets and a helicopter gun-
ship were shot down during
combat last week.

An Indian army spokesman
said Pakistani troops have
stepped up shelling along the
line of control where clashes
have been going on since May 9
following the infiltration of
Islamic guerillas into Indian
territory.

He said the Pakistani offen-
sive had spread from the remote
northern mountain areas of
Kargil and Drass to southern
Kashmir,

“They are now not only con-
centrating there but are attack-
ing our positions in Poonch and
Rajou.i” in the south (of Indian-
administered Kashmir)," he
said.

He said the shellings, which
came after Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
agreed to talks with Pakistan

deluse the Kashmir situation,
would not be successful.

"The Pakistanis are under
the impression that we have
moved away troops from border
areas in Kashmir to Kargil and
Drass,” the spokesman said.
"That is not correct.

"We have the men and we

have the arms."
"Pakistan is moving ar-
tillery and heavy weaponry in

almost the whole of the Line of

Control (LoC) but we are pre-
pared,” he said of the deploy-
ment of reserve troops in the
frontiers of the disputed state.

"We are making our presence
clear on the ground, at the LoC,
in the air and on our maritime
boundaries," a senior defence
ministry official said.

The fighting in the Kargil re-
gion of northern Kashmir is
centred at a dozen posts in the
mountainous sectors of Drass,
Batalik and Mushko Valley,

Military sources said con-
tingents of Muslim guerillas
made a d raid overnight to

-

India launches massive air

Batalik to escape heavy
shelling and to breach Indian
defences.

Reuters reports from
Islamabad: At least 50,000 peo-
ple have fled their homes on the
Pakistan side of Kashmir amid
stepped-up Indian attacks
across the ceasefire line, a
Pakistani cabinet minister said
yesterday.

Kashmir Affairs Minister
Majeed Malik said Indian
mortar and machine-gun fire
had increased all along the di-
viding Line of Control.

g along the line, I think
there would be 50,000 to 60,000
people who have been affected
so far. They have moved back-
wards and they are in different

~ areas and different groups,"

Malik said.

Indian troops, backed by
jets, launched a seventh day of
attacks today against what it
says are Pakistan-backed infil-
trators in northern Kashmir,
with an aim to removing
threats to a strategic¢ supply
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ISLAMABAD, June 1: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif yesterday rejected Indi-
a's accusation that Islamabad
was pushing in rebels into
Kashmir, saying people fighting
Indian army in the valley are
neither militants nor infiltra-
tors, but are freedom fighters,
reports PTI.
The people in the valley are
neither militants nor infiltra-
tors. They are just freedom
fighters struggling for the lib-
eration of their motherland,
Sharif said and urged India to
find a peaceful solution to issue
as per the Lahore declaration he
signed with Indian counterpart
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Febru-
ary.
- Speaking at a public func-

tion in Lahore, Sharif asked
India to work out a settlement
of the Kashmir issue in accor-
dance with the wishes of the
people of Kashmir as they (the

people)] have an inalienable

right to self-determination as
set out by the 50-year-old UN
security council resolution, the
official APP news agency re-
ported.

He also said that Kashmir
issue had to be solved ulti-
mately as it is a prerequisite for
durable peace in the region.

Sharif had met Vajpayee in
Lahore in February and both
* had agreed to intensify their

efforts to resolve “all bilateral*’

disputes including Kashmir.

[‘?i"“ harif's comm®Ats &t the”
a_war,|

militants now waging
against the Indian troops in the
Kargil and Drass sectors of Line
of Control (LOC) come even as

India agreed to hold talks with

Pakistan to df_:fu?e tension.
Nigeria's new
leader cancels

contracts under

military regime

ABUJA ([Nigeria), June 1;
Two days after his inauguration .
speech  against corruption,”
Nigeria's new civilian President
Olusegun Obasanjo today sus-
pended all contracts penned
since the beginning of the year
by the former military regime,
reports AP.

Obasanjo's spokesman
Doyim Okupe said in a state-
ment that all senior govern-
ment and diplomatic postings
made since January 1 had also
been suspended pending a gov-

eriguent review. _
e suspended deals in-

cluded crude oil export con-
tracts and all state approval for
petroleum exploration. No
other details of the move were
available,

Nigeria, the world's sixth
largest oil exporter, has been
hobbled by years of military
corruption that have made a
select few fabulously wealthy
while reducing Africa's most
populous country to one of the
world's poorest states.

Critics have accused the

country's latest milit leader,
Gen. ulsalami Abubakar, of
making improper economic

deals in the final months prior
to his weekend handover of
power to Obasanjo.

- Local newspapers and radio
stations have also estimated
that about 2.6 billion dollars
has been withdrawn from
Nigeria's foreign reserves dur-
ing its yearlong democratic
transition.

Colombian rebels
still holding
60 churchgoers

CALI, Colombia, June 1:
Troops searching for Marxist
rebels holding about 60 of more
than 140 people abducted from
a church in Colombia seemed to
come up empty-handed on
Monday, a day after a crime the
Vatican called an unprece-
dented act of "barbarity," re-
ports Reuters.

Security sources said a com-
bined force of about 3,000 sol-
diers and members of elite po-
lice counterinsurgency units
combed the rugged Andes moun-
tains just southwest of Cali,
where National Liberation
Army (ELN) rebels fled with
their hostages.

But the search produced no
fresh leads as to the exact
whereabouts of the guerillas
and their captives, the sources
said. .

The ELN, Colombia's second-
largest guerilla army, is the
same group that abducted all 41
passengers and crew aboard a
commercial airliner hijacked
over northeast Colombia last
month.
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. Firefighters' douse the remains of a building in the
thickly populatéd Lal*Quan*business 'district of old
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Fire Kkills 34 in Delhi

NEW DELHI, June 1- The
death toll in a major fire in New
Delhi rose to 34 Tuesday and
several of the nearly 100 people
injured may succumb to burn
injuries, hospital sources said,

reports AFP.

A doctor at a state-run city
hospital told AFP that 19 more
people, including children, had
died overnight Monday of burn

~injuries.

He said several others were
in critical condition.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Tuesday visited the
injured at the hospital.

On Monday afternoon, a
devastating fire swept through a
row of shops in a densely popu-
lated business quarter after a
large quantity of chemicals

stored in a two-storey building

exploded.

Backed by strong winds, the
fire spread rapidly and de-
stroyed more than a dozen
shops. About 30 fire tenders
took almost 90 minutes to bring
the blaze under control.

itnesses said the fire
quickly spread to nearby shops
houses.

'l saw fireballs whizzing
past my window. When I looked

outside, I saw people shrieking
for help and the fire was spread-
ing in all directions, said
Mohammed Nasser, a local
resident.

The fire also gutted a nearby
nursing home.

"Police and the fire brigade
reached there almost 45 min-
utes after the fire. but the local
people managed to rescue man
people from the burning build-
ings." Nasser said.

The blaze was brought under
control 90 minutes later.
"The fire spread very

quickly. By the time it was
brought under control, at least
10 to 12 shops and buildings
were bumt down," said Hanif, a
labourer.

The fire started at about 3;50
pm when stored chemical con-
signments burst alight in a
building in the Hauz Qazi area
of the congested walled city.

“Twelve died on the spot. One
was declared dead on arrival
while three succumbed to their
injuries later," said a senior

doctor who asked not to be iden-
lified.
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Alviri appointed Tehran Mayor:
Morteza Alviri, a reformist and close advisor to moderate

President Mohammad Khatami, was appointed Tehran mayor
today by the municipal council of the capital, the official IRNA

news agency report
Alviri, an economist and

. AFP says from Tehran.
resident of Iran's organisation of

free trade zones, replaces reformist Gholamhossein Karbaschi,
jailed last month for corruption. His appointment comes after

several weeks of dispute among

the various pro-Khatami

factions which dominate the municipal council of Tehran.

12 boat

A boatload of about

gle arrive in Australhia:

suspected illegal immigrants has come

ashore at Cape Leveque in Western Australia's far north, a
report said on Tuesday, AFP reports from Perth.

Customs and coast watch officials were headin
where the vessel was seen arriving

to the area

early in the day, the

Australian Broadcasting Corporation report said. A tourist who
reported it to local authorities, spnttcgl the boat.

Suharto's eldest son

Ex-President Suharto's eldest son followed

estioned:

other siblings to

the atturnﬂ&general's office Tuesday to be questioned

extensively a
fortune abroad, AP repo

lawyers and several body

ut reports that the former first family amassed a
rts from Jakarta.
Sigit Harjodjudanto, accompanied b
uards, drove

one of his father's
imself to the office.

Wearing a brown-and-yellow traditional batik shirt, Sigit
smiled at reporters but did not respond to questions. On
Monday, sister Siti Hardiyanti Rukmana, who was social min-
ister in Suharto’s final Cabinet and is better known as Tutut,
was questioned for about eight hours related to allegations in a
recent Time magazine story.

New cabinet in Lithuania: vihuanian

President Valdas Adamkus on Tuesday apgguved the new 14-
member cabinet of Prime Minister landas Paksas,
submitting the list and government programme to parliament
for approval, Reuter reports from Vilnius.

Significant appointments include Jonas Liongians as fi-
nance minister, while the head of the state-backed bad loans
unit, Eugenijas Maldeikis, will be e:r:unumfy minister., As ex-
pected, seven posts, including defence and foreign affairs, were
unchanged, ensu Euro Union and NATO membership
remain the former Soviet republic’s top foreign policy goals.

COLOMBO, June 1: Tamil
Tiger rebels attacked a van‘car-
?H% civilians in northeastern

ri Lanka, killing 11 people
and wounding seven otherss
military officials said today,
reports Reuters.

They said the rebels set off a
bomb buried in a road, then
opened fire on the van with au-
tomatic weapons in the attack
late on Monday near Padawiya
town, 240 km northeast of the
capital Colombo.

Among the dead were six
men and five women, the offi-
cials said, adding that soldiers
took the wounded to a nearby
hospital.

Separately, three rebels were
also killed by government
troops in two attacks in north-
ern Jaffna district on Monday.
the defence ministry said today.

Families of
Tiananmen
victims sue
government

BEIJING. June 1: More than
100 families who lost relatives
in the crackdown on Tianan-
men Square 10 years ago are su-
ing the Chinese government,
the mother of a teenage boy who
was killed said Tuesday, yeports
AFF- i .| TR, e

"One hundred and five rela-
tives of the victims have filed a
legal suit against the stale lead-
ers of 1989," Ding Zilin. whose

1 7-year-old son was killed by
troops on June 4, 1989, told
AFP.

Ding, who is under constant

Enllce surveillance and has

een barred from leaving her
home for more than one month,
refused to give further details
on the appeal. She referred
questions to the US-based Hu-

ma ithis in Chin
eé’nwhile. 2c]_’lissindnstntﬁ

across China began quiet com-
memorations to mark the 10th
anniversary of the Tiananmen
Square massacre despite
heightened police surveillance.

The battle by victims' rela-
tives, a movement spearheaded
by Ding, has until now focused
on petitions demanding a re-
examination of the official ver-
dict on the massacre and for
compensation for families.

e central government an-
nournced just days after the 1989
repression that the six weeks of
Eru-demncracy protests had

€en a "counter-revolutionary
rebellion"”.

Amongst those siﬁnin the
suit was You Weijie, whose hus-
band Yang Minghu was killed
during the night of June 3-4.

"You is w:r_!i; strong, she must
now work to bring up her son
who was only five years old
when his father died,” Ding
said, but declined to provide the
names of other plaintiffs.

“They would be subjected to
even more pressure than [ am."
she said.

More troops
deployed
in Aceh

LHOKSEUMAWE, Indonesia,
June 1: An extra 1,310 troops
and police have been dispatched
to Aceh province, where vio-
lence has increased in recent
weeks by separatist rebels op-
posed to next Monday's na-
tional election, officials said
Tuesday. reports AP,

All security personnel were
put on full alert in Indonesia's
northwesternmost province af-
ter a group of unidentified gun-
men attacked the main police
station Monday night in the
northern Aceh town of
Lhokseumawe, about 1,600
kilometers (1,000 miles)
northwest of Jakarta.

Gunshots were heard over a
period of about an hour Monday
evening, and soldiers blocked
streets in the area around the
station, witnesses said.

“They fired from on top of
shops across from the station,"”
a resident said in a telephone
interview Monday in condition
of anqlnsvrmty. He added that po-
lice had asked people to evacu-
ate the area.

Most of the extra s and

police have been deployed in the

western and northern  parts of
the province, where clashes
have n intens .

Local residents said Tuesday
that many people were fleeing
Lhokseumnawe to avoid possible
further fighting between secu-
rity forces and armed as-
sailants.

JOHANNESBURG, June 1:
More than 18 million South
Africans go to the polls
Wednesday in the country's sec-
ond democratic election likely
to consolidate a fledgling post-
apartheid democracy after a
largely peaceful campaign, re-
ports AFP.

The campaign has been Nel-
son Mandela's swan song. He
bows out of politics a month
short of his 81st birthday, one
of only a handful of African
leaders to step down from of-
fice,

The result is'a foregone con-
clusion. The ruling African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) led by
Mandela's chosen successor
Thabo Mbeki, is set for a land-
slide win, according to opinion
polls which for the past three
months have consistently
shown them with between 59
and 65 percent of the vote.

The only doubt about the re-
sult, due by Thursday, is the
margin of the ANC victory, and

‘whether relentless opposition

harping on fears of a one-party
state has sabotaged the ANC's
quest for a two-thirds m::l]nrity.

"Mugabe has two-thirds", an

opposition campaign poster
trumpeted.

A two-thirds majority, the
ul::pnsitiﬂn parties argue, would
allow the ANC to tamper with
key elements of the 1996 Con-
stitution. ANC leaders from
President Nelson Mandela
downwards insisted two-thirds
was necessary to accelerate so-
cial change and prevent, in
Mandela's . words, "“Mickey
Mouse white parties" from
slowing up transformation.

Of concern to the ruling
party is its quest for a clean
sweep of the country's nine
provincial legislatures, two of
which -- the affluent Western
Cape and the rural, mineral
rich Kwazulu-Natal -- remain
outside its control.

A hjghli%l;t of the campaign
has been Mandela's growing
impatience with predomi-
nantly white parties, the New
National Party (NNP] and
Democratic Party (DP), the
ANC's nearest challengers, for
which polls show less than 10
percent suppeort,

Arguin% that they sought
only to defend white privilege,

- to consolidate democracy

Mandela told shoppers in
wealthy white areas during a
last campaign outing Monday:
“If you are supporting these
parties, you are wasting your
vote, These parties will never
hold power in this country
again.

"With the ANC you will have
a home, you will not be wasting
your vote."

More than 100,000 troops
and police have been deployed
to safeguard that vote against
the kind of vicolence that once
threatened to submerge South
Africa’'s democratic instincts
prior to - the historic all-race
vote in 1994, and which, in-
termittently, rcaresl [+ ;
during this campaj%;m

But levels of bloodshed in
flashpoint areas of KwaZulu-

-Natal have fallen far short of

the terrible maelstrom of vio-
lence that greeted the 1994

campaign.
Independent Electoral
Commissioni (IEC) olficials,

meanwhile, said this week only

a handful of politically-moti-
vated deaths had been recorded
in the run-up to Wednesday's
poll, compared to 700 in 1994,

i

Trial of Ocalan
resumes .

trial of Kurdish rebel leader

' Abdullah Ocalan resumed here
on Tuesday after the reading of

a massive list of charges
against him, NTV news channel
reported, reports AFP,

In the opening session on
Monday, the leader of Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) heard a
139-page indictment, accusin
him of separatism, treason an
the murder of thousands of
Turkish civilians in terror at-
tacks,

Ocalan could face the death
penalty if convicted.

The PKK, speaking in the
high-security court in a bullet-
proof glass cage, declared on
Monday he wanted to work for

eace and called on his guerril-
as to lay down their arms,

More than 31,000 people
have been killed since the PKK,
founded by Ocalan in 1978,
launched an armed campaign
in 1984 for Kurdish self-rule in
southeastern Turkey. .

Ocalan was expected to con-
tinue his defence in Tuesday's
session.

Spectators, including for-
eign diplomats, families of
Turkish soldiers killed in
clashes with the PKK, their
lawyers, Ocalan's relatives and
the rebel leader's defence team,
were ferried to the court, located
oti the prison island of Imrali.

1Y IMRALL Turkey. June 1:The

Kurdish women flash the victory sign and hold placards
carrying portraits of Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan
and slogans reading "Fredom for Abduillah Ocalan" during
their demonstration in Giessen on Monday. A Turkish
State Security Court trying Kurdish rebel leader Ocalan
rejected a request by defense attorneys to adjourn the

trial, the Anatolia news agency reported.

— AFP photo
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Kosovo peace hopes rise

BRUSSELS, June 1: NATO's
pounding of Yugoslavia contin-
ued unabated Tuesday amid ris-
ing hopes that a deal to end the
war could be in sight after 10
weeks of bombing, reports AFP.

After another night of in-
tense air strikes, during which
Serb media reported at least 10
civiians had beeen killed, Yu-
goslavia said it had officially
told Germany it was ready to
accept the principles for a peace
deal outlined by the group of
seven leading economies and
Russia,

NATO expressed cautious
optimism that the move was a
sign Belgrade was moving to-
wards accepting its conditions
for calling a halt to the bomb-

ing.

"The combined military and
diplomatic squeeze on the
Milosevic regime is tightening,”
chief spokesman Jamie Shea
said.

"Anything that implies Bel-
grade is moving closer to the
position of the international
community is clearly a step in
the right direction, even if we
have to evaluate what it means
in practice."” _

German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer said the next
few days would be "decisive"” for
determining if the conflict can

‘be resolved quickly.

The Yugoslav move came as
European, Russian and US en-

voys prepared to meet in Bonn

to thrash out the terms on
which  Finnish President
Martti Ahtisaari and Russia's
Balkan troubleshooter Viktor
Chernomyrdin will travel to
Belgrade on Wednesday.

NATO's Shea insisted that

| Ahtisaari would be going to Bel-

grade to assess how close Milo-
sevic is to accepting the allies'
key demnands, but not to negoti-
ate with the Yugoslav leader.

NATO leaders have so far re-
acted cautiously to the signs of
movement in Belgrade, insist-
ing that Milosevic must be un-
equivocal about pulling all Serb
forces out of Kosovo and accept-
ing the deployment of an inter-
national security force "with
NATO at its core.”

Planning for the Kosovo
Force ([KFOR) accelerated Tues-
day with the staging at NATO's
mﬁ,itarjr headquarters in Bel-
gium of a first force generation
conference,

Meanwhile, Russian envoy-
Viktor Chernomyrdin left for
talks with US and EU represen-
tatives in Bonn on Tuesday,
declaring he was bearing "new
proposals” from the Kremlin
aimed at ending the Kosovo
conflict, reports AFP,

"We are ;Ily'ln to Bonn with
new proposals that were drawn
up by the Russian side and ap-
proved by (President) Boris
Yeltsin,”" Russian news agencies
quoted Chernomyrdin as say-
ing. -

"There is a great will by the
United States, Europe, Russia
and all the sides to find a politi-
cal solution," he said.

"This week must lead us to a
specific decision that will
transform a military conflict
into a political one." Cher-
nomyrdin added.

Chernomyrdin, who left
Moscow at 11:00 a.m. (0700
GMT). will meet in Bonn with
the European Union's Kosovo
envoy, Martti Ahtisaari,

The three will prepare for an
Ahtisaari-Chernomyrdin trip

_to Belgrade on Wednesday.

The ITAR-TASS news
agency on Saturday reported
that Yugoslav President Slobo-
dan Milosevic had agreed to a
Russian plan to deploy a UN-
supervised international force
in Kosovo.

The report quoted sources as
sarin that the Russian plan
called for forces from NATO
nations which had taken part
in the bombing campaign to be
deployed in Albania and Mace-
donia to prevent Kosovo Liber-
ation Army (KLA) rebels from
entering Yugoslavia. _

Forces fromn NATO nations
which had not been a party to
the air raids would be gﬂplﬂyﬁd
at the border with Kosovo under
the plan, ITAR-TASS said.

Meanwhile, Yugoslav For-
eign Minister Zivadin Jo-
vanovic has sent a letter to his
German counterpart, Joschka
Fischer, to contirm Belgrade
"has accepted the G8 principles”
for a peace deal on Kosovo, Ser-
lc:;ian state radio reported Tues-

ay.

FNAT\D gave a qualified wel-
come, but Germany siressed
that no document had been re-
ceived from Belgrade so far.

Jovanovic said in the letter
that Yugoslavia accepted the
Group of Eight's principles, not-
ing that they comprise “the
presence of the United Nations”
in Kosovo, and the adoption of a
resolution by the UN Security
Council, the radio said.

But, he said, "it is indispens-
able to stop the NATO aggres-
sion” against Yugoslavia.

Jovanovic affirmed Bel-

de's "firm attachment” to a
"lasting political solution” for
Kosovo.
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Clinton admn
blamed for
Netanyahu’s
defeat

JERUSALEM, June 1: The
administration of US President
Bill Clinton worked against
oulgoing Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during
his reelection bid, a senior ad-
viser to Netanyahu claimed to-
day, reports AP,

David Bar-Illan, who served

.as Netanyahu's communica-

tions director, said the US State
Department ran its own cam-
paign of disinformation
Wnst the premier while the
ite House encouraged finan-
cial contributions to
Netanyahu's main opponent,
and eventual successor, Ehud
Barak. .

Netanyahu, who slowed .
down the peace process with the
Palestinians after his 1996
election, had a rocky relation-
ship with the United States
which wanted to see the process
advanced quickly,

In an article written for the
June 14 issue of the conserva-
tive National Review, Bar-Illan
wrote that the Clinton adminis-
fration ran an "Unremitting,
smoothly orchestrated cam-
paign aimed at causing
Netanyahu's defeat at the polls.”

He said US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright insisted
that Netanyahu was holding up
peace,

"Thus was the anti-Israel tiit
complete,” Bar-lllan wrote;

Bar-Illan told The
Associated Press that the White
House encouraged contributors
to the democratic party to make
donations to Baraﬁ's campaign.
He cited a New York Times story
which quoted James Carville,
campaign strategist for both
Barak and Clinton, as sayin
that he regularly briefe
Clinton on the progress of
Barak's campaign.

Japan's lower
house passes
anti-crime bill

TOKYO, June 1: Japan's
lower house Tuesday passed a
bill that would finaliy allow po-

ganised crime, a power 0Ly €ii-
joyed by law enforcers in other
countries, reports AF,

But as the bill goes to the up-
per house for final approval,
opposition groups have vowed
to fight it to the end.

ey cite concerns ihout the
Japanese police's spolly record
of using its powers in support of
conservative rule and against
left-wing politicians and
groups.

By passing the lower house,
the more powerful chamber in
Japan's bicameral parliament,

égg] rlllé is wa!musi assiired of be-

Anf Eehir&d 111];3:l n}easﬁlrt has'been
a groun ol public support.

A largge Sep eﬁ't”'ﬂi“"wptgrh
had long opposed handing po-
lice increased powers as long as
memories were still fresh of se-
cret police brutality during
World War Il and then crack-
downs on radical students and
labor unions in the 1950s and
1960s,

That changed in the wake of
the 1995 poison gas attack on
Tokyo subways by a religious
cult that killed 12. An enraged
public demanded law enforce-
ment be more zdgressive in
INONIOrIE Dy L F D G
Ous groups.

For their %art. police have
long sought the power to wire
tap, saying it would strengthen
their hand against the yakuza,
Japan's organised crime syndi-
cates. They point to how
recorded conversation’'s helped
US investigators lock up New
;t;?rk Mafia boss John Gotti for

e,

Two other bills also under
consideration would stiffen
penalties for organised crime
and increase protections for
witnesses,

The wire tap bill has already
been rewritten once in an at-

tﬂmgf‘f&ay. S}ﬂu 'ilgrﬁ':l!:drs.
begins amid
rebel attacks

JEZZINE (Lebanon), .lune 1.
Israel's militia ally in southern
Lebanon withdrew from a large
area of the Christian enclave of
Jezzine under guerilla attacks
that killed one militiaman and
wounded another eariy
Tuesday, reporis AP,

US-made M-113 armoured
personnel carriers and
Russian-made T-55 battle tanks
of the South Lebanon Army
kicked up dust in the streets of
this mountain town Monday
night and early Tuesday. Tl.e
militiamen who have held this
pocket north of Israel's occupa-
tion zone in southern Lebanon
for 14 years were withdrawing,
saying they had suffered too
many casualties.

e guerillas who force the
SLA to leave kept up the their
attacks.

Early Tuesday, two bombs
explode on the rcad to Kfar
Houna southeast of Jezzine, se-
curity officials reported.

In a statement issued in
Beirut, the Hezbollah guerillas
claimed responsibility for the
blasts that killed one SLA mili-
tiaman, wounded another and
damaged a tank. Lebanese ofli-
cials speaking on condition of
anonymity and the Israeli
army co ed the casualties.

In apparent retaliation for
the bombings, Israeli warplanes
struck suspected guerilla
hideouts and infiltration trails
in an area near Jezzine Tuesday
morning. There was no imme-
diate word on casualties from
the 8 am airstrike.

The Israeli army said its

lanes returned safely to their
EEEEE afterward.

The 2,500-strong SLA is
armed and paid by Israel. Israel
considers the Jezzine pocket
outside the border area its 1,500
troops occupy in south Lebanon
as a "security zone" against
cross-border guerilla raids.



