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"Global P

HE prevailing global eco-

nomic scene is one of

poverty amidst Jalenty.
Widespread poverty and social
deprivation gave persisted in
spite of continued growth in av-
erage Incomes and consump-
tion in the global economy dur-
ing the last few decades. The in-
ternational re:rs‘j:nt'mae to povert
has been mainly in terms of of-
ficial aid programmes. The
ideas of foreign aid have, how-
ever, greatly changed over the
years, mostly in response to the
changes in development
thinking regarding what do-
mestic and international ac-
tions are conducive to achiev-
ing accelerated growth and
poverty alleviation in develop-
ing countries. Political impera-
tives faced by the donor coun-
tries both at home and inter-
nationally have also been an
important factor.

UF to the end of the 1970s,
development thinking empha-
sized the developmental role of
the government, and foreign aid
was thought of as a mechanism
to transfer investment funds to
the governments of the develop-
ing countries so as to enable
them to perform this role. The
concerns for poverty were ex-
pressed in such ideas as
Tedistribution with growth’
and the ‘basic needs approach’.
However, the disillusionment
with the aid-financed govern-
ment-led strategies of develop-
ment led to the neoliberal de-
velopment agenda of the 1980s
which sought to minimize the
role of the government and
promote development through

rivate initiatives and market
orces. But the experience of
stabilization and structural ad-
justment in the 1980s raised
concerns about the marginal-
ization of the poor and led to a
reassessment of the role of pub-
lic actions, at least for adding a
‘human face’ to adjustment.
There has also been a growing
recognition of the fact that
poverty is a multi-faceted phe-
‘nomenon and that poverty al-
leviation depends not only on
higher incomes but also on ad-
vances in literacy, health and

OUNG King Abdullah of
Jordan was in the United
States earlier last month
in effect selling Jordan very
effectively as a point of
stability and investment in the
Middle East. He has little
mposity and he can handle
imsell well before a crowd of
fawning Americans who love to
keep prefacing every question
or comment with "Your
Majesty.”

(This somewhat puzzles me
‘since as citizens of a republic
established in 'x;ﬂa’rf_c_r;?'_fﬂ'f"rd}r-
alty they should be anti-
monarchical, as | certainly am:;
but they just love the idea of
kingship somehow and saying
"Your Majesty” seems for them
to be the ultimate in snobbish
appeall], Be that as it may, one
of Abdullah's themes was the
importance of getting the
Palestinian-Israeli peace pro-
cess going "in the right direc-
tion," even before anythin
much happens between Isra
and Syria.

To this end he flew straight
from the US to Gaza in order
apparently to assure Yasser
Arafat that he would work with
the Palestinian Authority in
furthering that not very attrac-
tive aim. Clearly he was also
proposing that Jordan would be
the key intermediary between
the two sides, as well as between
Israel, the United States, and
Syria, a role aspired to by his
late father. There was of course
no mistaking the implication
in all this: that what the US
wants the Arabs are prepared-to
give. More explicitly as con-
cerns the Oslo-Wye agreements
it is absolutely clear that
whether or not these agree-
ments have actually helped or
hindered Palestinian self-de-
termination no leader at all is
prepared in any way tn'fmﬁu.
modify, or renege on them.
tanyahu tried but was voted out
for his pains. Ehud Barak, ev-
eryone's new hero of the hour,
has been passing himself off as
the peace candidate, an almost
meaningless phrase, but given
his background and what he
has so far said, | am certain
that his ideas are hardly differ-
ent from Netanyahu's when it
comes to substance.

For Barak, Jerusalem re-
mains basically unnegotiable
(except for giving Palestinians
authority over a few sacred
places in the old city and allow-
ing Abu Dis to become their new
Jerusalem); the settlements for
the most part will stay, as will
the by-pass roads that now
criss-cross the territories:
sovereignty, borders. over-all

security, water and air rights
will be Israel's: refugees will

have to look elsewhere for help.
Other than that there can be a
Palestinian state and the Au-
thority can continue its, at best.
flawed rule.

I suppose it is churlish to
mention that Barak is likely to
retain Ariel Sharon as his for-
eign minister and that the two
men are scarcely distinguish-
able when it comes to what is
euphemistically called their

other areas of soclal deveiop-
ment.

A broad global consensus on
goals for poverty alleviation
and social development has
emerged from the succession of
major UN-sponsored confer-
ences of the 1990s. The maost
notable among these are the
1990 World Summit for Chil-
dren held in New York, the 1992
Conference on Environment

and Development in Rio, the
1995 World Summit on Social
Development in Copenhagen
and the 1994 International
Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) in Cairo.
While some of the targets previ-
ously set for the year 2000 will
not definitely be met, there are
now a set of commonly-agreed
goals including (a) reducing by
one half the proportion of peo-

le in extreme povertly by 2015,
Fb] achieving universal primary
education by 2015, (¢) eliminat-
ing gender disparities in pri-

and secondary schools

2005, (c) reducing by two-thirds
the mortality rates for infants
and children under age 5 and by
three-quarters maternal mor-
tality - both by 2015 and (d)
providing access to reproduc-
tive health services for all
women by 2015. These goals
have also been endorsed and
adopted, at least on paper, in
lhe strategies of multilateral
and bilateral donors.

Besides the emphasis on so-
cial development, there are
other underlying factors shap-
ing the emerging ideas on aid.
There is a widely held belief.
supporied by ample evidence,
that a large part of development
assistance in the past was
wasted rather than contribut-
ing to economic growth and
poverty alleviation in recipient
countries. This has resulted in
an ‘ald fatigue' and a conse-
quent shift of emphasis from
quantity to quality of such as-
sistance. There is a recognition
of the need for institutional de-
velopments and policy reforms
in the recipient countries for
better utilisation of aid. (This
fits well with the new emphasis

" on institution-building and

military and security back-
ground. Both are confirmed
Arab-killers, both are clearly
contemptuous of Arabs except
as second or perhaps even third
rate aliens tolerated in what
both consider to be the land of
Israel, and both Barak and
Sharon are not much given to
visions of coexistence or of
equality between Palestinians
and Israeli Jews. Perhaps
Barak is in fact different and is
capable of some tremendous
about-face, but very little points
‘that way, except officid! Pales-
‘tinian’ euphoria and the hope-
fulness of a few left-liberal
Zionists, Israeli and non-Is-
raeli alike. The disparity in
power between Israel and the
Arabs is so great that there is no
room for optimistic speculation
of the kind that will suddenly
make everyone happy. Barak is
a cautious man 0 seems ac-
tively to be seeking an unambi-
tious Israeli consensus which,
almost by definition, has a very
low tolerance for real Pales-
finian independence and real
self-determination. What he is
being promised for his basi-
cally cost-free cooperation in
return by the Arabs is full nor-
malization, full peace, full
opening of markets. He'd have
.10 be a fool not to accept and go
along with Wye and even a de-
fanged little Palestinian
statelet. If there is anything
the last five years have tau%'lt
Israelis is that Arafat can be
trusted to do the job of policing
and demoralising his people far
better than the Israeli civil ad-
ministration could ever do it, so
whfr stop short of letting him
call his skimpy areas, 60 per
cent of Gaza included, a Pales-
tinian state? If Clinton can
force himself to do it, so can
Barak and the rest.

None of this makes for
pleasant days ahead. But failing
a credible Palestinian opposi-
tion — which seems slowly to be
forming — the main matier be-
fore us all is what sort of strat-
egy and tactics to follow, In the
first place, I see no way of stop-
ping Arafat and his people from
continuing grett}r much the
same way, both in business
dealings, civil rights, peace ne-
goliations: They have no
choice. either because none is
really oflered them by their
weakness vis-a-vis [srael, the
other Arabs and the US, or be-
cause constitutively and struc-
turally they are incapable of
anything else. Habits are
habits and, in addition, they
are there doing what they do be-
cause it suits their "peace part-
ners’ perfectly. The real ques-
tion is how much damage this

eace process will do to the
ong-term interests of the
Palestinian people, insofar as
there is still a strong desire for
true self-determination. I my-
self think there is that desire:
fifty-one years of oppression
and bad, not to say disastrous,
leadership haven't dimmed its
flame, even though it seems oc-
casionally abated by the sheer
number of enemies, difficult
obstacles. and detours.
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overty and the New Aid Philosroi)l;Sf i

by Wahidyddin Mahmud
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The global social development goals may become discredited
continue to be shifted. In spite of much optimism,
mobilization from both domestic and international so

if the progress is too slow and the target dates
there are already signs of severe shortfalls in resource
urces. Not only total aid is shrinking, but also aid to social

priority sectors is falling short of target in spite of the increasing diversion of aid to these sectors.

good governance in a ‘modified’
Washington Consensus), Partly
because of the poor record of
aid, public opinion in donor
countries is increasingly in
favour of targeting aid d%rﬁct]
to the poor people within devel-
oping countries. This view of
aid is largely in conformity
with reorienting aid toward so-
cial development, since public
spending in social sectors can
be easily targeted to benefit the
POOT. :
The endorsement of global
goals for social development in
the new aid agenda may give an
impression, though perhaps in-
advertently, that there is now
available a generally agreed
blue-print for global poverty
eradication. In recent years,
there seems to have been a shift
in mainstream development

thinking in favour of a pro-
poor growth strategy that ex-
tends far beyond the neoliberal
agenda of structural adjustment
to reconcile with some of the
earlier concerns regarding the
developmental role of the state.
There are however many unre-
solved issues and it remains to
be seen whether these new di-
rections in development think-
ing can lead to a new consensus.
For example, while it may be
agreed that the choice of an ap-
propriate state-market mix
should be based not on ideology
but on evidence regarding mar-
ket-failures vis-a-vis govern-
ment failures, there will be
much less agreement on what
that evidence is. Again. it is
agreed that economic liberal-
ization alone is not sufficient
for achieving sustained growth
and accelerated poverty reduc-
tion; but there are controversies
regarding whether a broader
strategy will be entirely com-
patible with the tenets of ortho-

dox structural adjustment or
will involve some compromise.
Also, while the importance of
good governance and institu-
tion-building is rightly empha-
sized, it is not clear how exter-
nal assistance can effectively
help in this direction.

While the new aid strategy
proposes to help in creating an
appropriate institutional and
policy environment in the re-
ni?ient courntries, these unre-
solved issues are likely to create
problems. For example, the idea
of incorporating concepts like
‘participation’ and
‘empowerment’ in the design of
aid-funded projects is undoubt-
edly a sound one, but experience
has shown that institutional
innovations are difficult to be
imported from abroad, less so
through the leverage of aid
conditionality. Ground-level
realities are even more impor-
tant in this kind of reforms
than in the case of macroeco-
nomic reforms. The Bank-Fund
officials, who have tradition-
ally provided the intellectual
and operational leadership in
setting aid conditionalities are
likely to be particularly ill-
equipped in this respect, given
their professional orientation
and their lack of familiarity
with local conditions.

It is well recognized that the
targeting of aid to priority areas
may not produce the intended
results, since local funds may
be diverted to less-priority ar-
eas in response to the availabil-
ity of foreign funds. One com-
mon_ donor reaction to this
problem is to impose additional
conditions beyond individual
projects to ensure the addition-
ality of resources at the sector
level. An example is the design
of health sector programmes in
some countries as a follow-up of

the ICPD Programme of Action.
These programmes stipulate for
a medium-term period the
amounts of both local and for-
eign funding as well as the
minimum levels of allocations
to the priority areas like pri-
mary health care. Experience so
far sugpests that such an ar-
rangement may prove unwork-
able because of its lack of flexi-
bility and unreliable prc{ec—
lionis of resource availability.
There seems to be little alterna-
tive but to encourage govern-
ments, through concerted donor

cefforts; to devise their own na-

tional plans for efficient public
spending. In fact, one major
weakness in pursuing global
gnals is that too little attention
as been given to national-level
follow-up actions and to
adapting ?]Ubﬂl goals to the sit-
uations of different countries.
Perhaps the weakest link in
the setting of global social goals
[and their incorporation in the
new aid agenda) is the fact that
these goals do not relate to any
envisaged economic growth per-
formance of developing coun-
tries, The aid strategy does em-
phasize the need for ‘safety net’
programmes for those people
who are left out of the main-
strearn growth process, but it is
not clear how the global eco-
nomic system will help in
achieving that growth. There
seems to be an implicit as-
sumption that market-oriented
liberalizing policy reforms will
not only enable developing
countries to benefit from glob-
alization but also will ensure
improved elfectiveness of aid.
The empirical evidence in sup-
port of this, based on cross-
country econometric exercises,
is cited in a recent influential
World Bank publication titled
Assessing Aid. However, in
these often-cited econometric

results, lack of economic liber-
alization can hardly explain
growth failure in the case of
some of the worst performing
economies such as those in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

Although economic growth
does not always lead to social
development and poverty reduc-
tion, it is a necessary precondi-
tion, particularly for the
economies with very low aver-
age living standards. To be cred-
ible, global actions for poverty
alleviation, including aid poli-
cies. must therefore address the
problem of economic growth in
these economies. First, how
can aid help poor countries to
dachieve equitable growth as
well as better enable them to
take advantage of globalization
lor reduce the risks thereof) and
second, how can aid policies be
made complementary to neces-
sary reforms of the global eco-
nomic system for alleviating
the disadvantage of the poor
countries? The latter will mean
that the issue of poverty reduc-
tion has to be brought into the
mainstream of international
economic policy-making and
action, This is tﬁe kind of con-
sideration that has led some
experts to propose the setting up
of a so-called Economic Secu-
rity Council under the UN,

The new aid strategy em-
phasizes the role of aid in pro-
moting good economic policies
rather than in merely provid-
ing additional investment re-
sources (see the World Bank's
report cited above). Yet, for
those economies which fail to
attract enough foreign private
investments [%;r who do not find
it desirable to do so beyond cer-
tain limit}, the resource con-
siraint remains a formidable
problem for achieving acceler-
ated economic growth. Empiri-
cal evidence suggests that

No Room for Optimism

by Edward Said

Barak is a cautious man who seems actively to be seeking an unambitious Israeli consensus which, almost by
definition, has a very low tolerance for real Palestinian independence and real self-determination. What he is
being promised for his basically cost-free cooperation in return by the Arabs is full normalization, full peace,
full opening of markets. He'd have to be a fool not to accept and go along with Wye and even a
defanged little Palestinian statelet,

There is ol course the strong
possibility that Palestinians
will be Red Indianized forever,
but demography and the sheer

counter-productiveness and

stupidity of Israel's official ar-
rogance are likely (though not
certain) to prevent that. People
tend to resist efforts to
marginalize and dehumanize
them the more these efforts are
made. Palestinians are no dif-
ferent, especially given the fact
that by the year 2010 Pales-
tinian Arabs and Israeli Jews
will be equal in number on the
land of historical Palestine. Yet
caution enjoins adding that we
cannot absolutely guarantee
success: history, alas, is a cruel
arbiter of the fate of small, dis-
proportionately weak peoples,
so the role of will and purpose
assume greater significance for
us. =

A certain number of things
do not require repetition, eg.,
the centrality of civil institu-
tions like.universities, trade
unions, economic development,
and the crucial emergence of
democracy. No one who has
written or spoken about Pales-
tinian or Arab society in the
last century has ever failed to
talk about those matters, so I
don't want to do so here. 1 e
with all of it. What is less obvi-
ous is what I'd like to concen-
trate on at this time , namely,
the specific political goal to-
wards which Palestinian and
Arab societies in general must
try to move, and second,. the re-
lationship between the Arabs,
Palestinians included, and the
rest of the modern, globalized
world. Let me take these up in
order.

One of the ecalculations
macle by proponents of the Oslo
peace process is that sheer per-
sistence and the longevity uPiehe
process itself will wear down
resistance to it, This is true,
even though for the most part a
majority of Palestinians in the
working class and rural sectors
have actually seen their condi-
tions worsen since Oslo. It is
their land that is being taken,
their jobs lost, their standard of
living reduced dramatically.
They are the dissatisfied ones.
They are the majority. A small
number of businessmen and
speculators who have pros-
pered, however, are writtien
about in the international
press, and are organizers of
conferences with the Israelis
and the Americans to further
business and investinent oppor-
tunities in the area. All that is
well known, as is the massive
corruption that still bedevils
the Authority, its stooges and
hangers-on. What is less well-

Pedeslrians pass through the main square (R) in the mainly-Christian enclave of Jezzine, in the
Israeli-occupied "security zone", 31 May 1999, one day ahead of the withdrawal from the
southern Lebanese town of the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA). The SLA announced
its withdrawal from Jezzine after 13 years of occupation. |

known is thal professional

members of the better-off mia
dle elass, and many in posi-
tions of leadership have if not
prospered than made an ac-
commodation with the status
quo.

Let me say at the outset that
it's easy to be critical if one
doesn't have to w:::-rrfr about the
future of one's fami Er job, all-
over livelihood. So |1 can per-
fectly well understand the need
felt by Palestinian doctors, en-
gineers, academics and
economists living through the
tribulations, punishments and
anxieties of years and years of
occupation and uncertainty and
desperation to make the best ol
a bad situation. And it really is
a bad situation, with Israel on
one side and the coarse rule of
the Authority on the other. Very
little reporting has been done
on the day-to-day problems of
Palestinians so one has the im-
pression that everyone man-
ages. The guestion is how. and
in what context.

Without at all wishing to un-
derestimate the dilficulties

taced I'd like to suggest that the
professional class in pa“/icular
— the class, that is, whi - sup-
plies the Palestinian eli. with
its officers, teachers, physi-
cians, architects; lawyers,; en-
gineers, journalists, and
economists — has in effect made
its peace with the present situa-
tion. The readiness of funders
like members of the European
Union, the Ford Foundation
and countless others like them
have made ample money avail-
able to tstahlisE a large number
of research institutes, study
centres, women's and profes-
sional groups all of whom are
extremely productive and do
important work as (mostly)

NGOs (Non Governmental Or=
ganizations),

The sad fact is that the
Palestine Authority and its var-
ious spokespersons have made

- no secret of their animosity to-

ward these NGOs which they sece
correctly as rivals both in pa-
Llronage and influence; over the
past four years various at-
lempts have been made by the
hutEnrit:f to try to close (hem
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down, acquire or at least siphon
off their budgets, and generally
make their life difficult. Still,
the NGOs go on so long as the
funding and the will and deter-
mination of their members do
not waver. That is a positive de-
velopment.

Yet the question I raise here
concerns the long-range strat-
epy of these group= and the kind
of things they do. ut very sim-
ply, are they a su stitute for a
political moveme-it., and can
they ever become ovne? No, most
certainly not since each oper-
ates in a bilateral relationship
with the funders, each of whom
makes it clear that money for
work on democracy, health
care; education — all of them
important things — is forth-
coming only within the overall
[ramework of the current peace
process. Al leas! that is the im-
plicit assumption. And these
NGOs, necessary though they
are to keep Palestinian life go-

- ing, themselves become the goal

instead of, for instance, libera-
tion or ending the occupation or
changing Palestinian society.

growth failure is clearly related
to failure in increasing the in-
vestment rate, although other
factors like human capital de-
velopment and pro uctivity
growth are also important.
Apart from the desire-to-invest
type of factors affecting private
investment, the difficulty in
raising domestic saving in the
face of declining foreign aid has
been a major factor nhibiting
growth in many developing
countries. Besides pointing to
the role of foreign aid in aug-
menting domestic saving, this
also raises the guestion of a po-
tential role of the World Bank.
According to its original man-
date, the Bank was supposed to
stand in between the global
markets and the developing
countries and recycle resources
to poor nations both by using
its creditworthiness and b

generally building up the cred-
itworthiness of its clients. That
role has been greatly eroded in
recent years.

One main obstacle for the
poorer countries in benefiting
irom globalization is their
great relative disadvantage in
respect of R & D activities, The
caPacit}r to adapt new tech-
noiogies for agricultural growth

has a direct implication for °

poverty and food security.
There is a potentially impor-
tant role of aid, and technical
assistance in particular, in this
respect. The inappropriate use
of technical assistance in the
past is widely acknowledged.
The need is to reform the sys-
temn of technical assistance to
be more responsive to actual
needs rather than being supply-
driven. There is, for example, a
potentially useful role of tech-
nic:il assistance in helping the
dev ' loping countries to respond
to ihe challenges stemming
froin the Uruguay Round. In
this respect, UNCTAD is now
playing a limited role.

While targeted poverty-alle-
viation and human develop-
ment programmes accord with
popular thinking, a narrow ap-

licat’on of this approach may
ead o a kind of ‘aid populism’.

The leadership vacuum. 1
absence of a political vision ol
the future, the general quies
cence of Palestinian life with
every fie more or less fending
for his herself has placed such
secondary tasks as assuring
onesell ol funding, keeping the
office stalf at work, setting up
meetings in Europe and else-
where, alicad of the main task
facing us as a people , which can
be nothing less than liberating
ourselves from our legacy of oc-
cupaltion. dispossession and
undemocratic rule.

This sub-
stitution of ‘a short range na-
tionalism for a longer range so-
cial movement is one of the in-
tended effecis of Oslo, in effect.
to depoliticise Palestinian so-
ciety and sel it squarely within
the main current of American-
style globalization, where the
market is king, everything else
irrelevant or marginal. Just to
have a Palestinian Institute of
Democracy or a Palestinian
university or a Palestinian
medical association is there-
fore not enouzh, any more than
nationalism is not enough.

Fanon was right when he
said to Algeriins in 1960 that

just to subs Lute an Algerian

4 French one is
f liberation: a
change in cus, 1sness is. And
the likelihood «¢. at change is
slowly being eroded in the cur-
rent vogue for seminars, fund-
ing missions, and project re-
ports. We need to concentrate on
the collective de tiny of the
Palestinian peo} ¢, however
utopian and irrelevant it may
now seem. Urnless the collective
spirit remains fixed on the at-
tainment of rea! liberation and
real self-de: rmination —
which thems: .es need to be
clarified — w¢ can quite easily

drown in the global market
with our flag proudly flying
OVET 1S,

policeman |
not the ¢

The second problen. if the
present impasse is conseguent
on the first. Being or remainin
Palestinian is scarcely an en
in itself; |

I still find it pathetic
to see those TV pictures of hon-
our [guards and parades in Gaza,
as if uniforms and the flying of
a flag are anjything more than
empty symbols. They cannot be,
and it is perfectly in keeping
with the colonial! spirit of the
peace process il 1t Israel and
the US are at bol.om delighted
to give us all that while with-
holding sovereignty, the right
of return for refugees, economic
self-sufficiency and relative in-
dependence. 1 have always felt
that the meaning of Palestine is
something more substantial
than that.

The struggle for
Palestinian rights is first and
above all a modern secular
struggle to be a fill, partiripat-
ing member i the m: 'ern
world of natton= om whici. we
have long been .. cluded. It is
not about returning to the past,
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In a pro-poor growth strategy,
there are many legitimate areas
of public investment besides di-
rectly poverty-alleviating ac-
tivities. The need for invest-
ment in R&D activities has been
mentioned above. Another key
area is physical infrastructure,
which is often a major con-
straint explaining lack of re-
sponse of private investment to
policy reforms. Public invest-
ments in infrastructure provi-
sion have often been most
severely squeezed as part of fis-
cal adjustment under macroe-
conomic stabilization.

The global social develop-
ment goals may become dis-
credited if the progress is too
slow and the target dates con-
tinue to be shifted. In spite of
much optimism. there are al-
ready signs of severe shortfalls
in resource mobilization from
both domestic and interna-
tional sources. Not only total
aid is shrinking, but also aid to
social priority sectors is falling
short of target in spite of the in-
creasing diversion of aid to
these sectors. In the area of ba-
sic reproductive health care, for
example, the ICPD Programme
of Action estimated expenditure
_re%uirements up to the year
2015. The analysis of current
trends in aid commitments sug-

est that there is little likeli-

ood that gloebal funding of the
magnitude projected by the Pro-
gramme of Action will be avail-
able over the next twenty years.
There is uncertainty about the
levels of donor financing even
in the near term, because of de-
creasing or low levels of assis-
tance from a handful of coun-
tries committed to the Pro-
gramme and a lack of commit-
ment on the part of other po-
tential donors. It thus seems
that the new aid philosophy not
nrﬁ' suffers from many analyt-
ical lacunae but also is lacking
In commitment.

Based on a paper presented
by the author at an experts'
meeting on New Roles and
Functions of the United Na- .
tions and the Bretton Woods In-
igg.éﬁﬂnsi Helsinki, 28-30 May

or establishing a ;ivvocliial Ti

tle entity whose main purpose
is to give the world another air-
line or bureaucracy or'a hand-
some set of coloured postage
stamps,

Because the struggle against
Jewish nationalism is so com-
plex and difficult I have also
always felt that what we con-
tribute towards Palestine is
synonymous with a new sense
of modernity. that is, a mission
for getting beyond the horrors
of the past into a fiew relation-
ship with the whole world, hot
just with Israel and the Arabs,

ut India, China, Japan, Alrica,
Latin America and of course
Europe ar.l North America.

For this we require more,
not less sophistication and
knowledge, and especially an
expansive inquiring attitude
towards other peoples and other
histories. i

Only this can enable
Palestinians to transcend
themselves as a small people
and enter the ranks of the hu-
man vanguard along with the
modern South Africans who did
50 with such effect because they
linked their struggle for justice
to the entire world. For all sorts
of reasons, we have lost that
sense of confidence and world-
liness, partly because we have
had incapable, small leaders,
and partly because we have be-
come content with mere sur-

vival and the symbolic
achievements | mentioned
above.

Our only hope is to be found
among some of my children's
generation, young people lucky
enough to be crippled neither by
the limitations imposed by the
nakba nor by the dreadful lack
of frecdom and enlightenment
prevailing in the Arab world
today. Otherwise we might as
well say that we already have a
Palestinian state (declared, J'c:u
will remember, in 1988) and so
why bother.

Thus the next phase with
Ehud Barak and the others ne-
Fuﬂating away hg‘cﬁjp’:illg will go
orward as planned. There's no
point in being too enthusiastic
about its narrowly ungenerous
results. which are already
clearly mapped out. Beyond
that the process is considerably
slower and longer range. As ]
have tried to characterise it, it
is where emphasis needs to be
placed as much in terms of
awareness as in terms of con-
crete steps.

What needs more re-
llecting on is the relationship
between this process in its
Palestinian form and similar
currents in the Arab context,
where once again the longer
term view is far more impor-
tant and hopeful than anything
the next political phase might
succeed in fuliilling. But that is
a subject for a:wther article,

Courtesy: The Dawn of Pak-
istan.

TOM & JERRY

ARE

By Hanna-Barbera

IVE 8EEN
WANTING TO
TELL HIAM THAT

FOR YEARS.

James Bond

INSIDE THE DIVING
SAUCER, AN INTRUDER
HAS BEEN SPOTTED ON
THE SONARSCOPE !

IN ITS GLARE!
R
)

N
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SUDDENLY THE SAUCERS POWERFUL .'fj'f' 1o
UNDERSEA SEARCHLIGHT SWINGS |l
AROUND — AND PINS BOND
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