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Two trucks looted

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH. May 31 : Two trucks were looted by a %rnup
nil: dacnitns on Mymensingh-Tangail highway in the early hours
ol May 20.

Accord to police, the dacoits waylaid two trucks at
Nimuria in Muktagachha thana. They looted cash and valu-
ables amounting to over Taka one lakh. Protesting the inci-
dents the road communcation was suspended for four hours on
the road due to barricade erected by the local people.

15 arrested in Kushtia

n From Staff Correspondent

KUSHTIA, May 31 : Kushtia Zilla Police conduted raids in
different parts of the district on May 22 and arrested 15 accused

| persons,

Police recovered four arms and two rounds of ammunition
from their possession. Of the arrested, two hailed from Kushtia
sadar thana, three from Kumarkhali thana, one from Mirpur
thana, one from Khoksa thana and two from Bheramara thana.
Police recovered one country made revolver and one round
ammunition from Daulatpur thana along with two shutter guns
and one cartridge. Police also recovered one maskat rifle in
abandoned condition from Daulatpur area.

Maize farming programme

From Our Correspondent
GAIBANDHA, May 31 : A massive maize cultivation pro-
e has been undertaken in 16 northern districts.

A total of 8,810 hectares of land will be brought under the
corn cultivation. This time the authorities concerned expect a
production of 40,000 tons of maize. Last year in Gaibandha dis-
trict farmers who cultivated maize could not get fair price of
their product as government did not procure maize.

Truck recovered r

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, May 31 : A stolen truck was recovered and one
person was arrested from village Nakati of Kendua union in the
sadar thana recently.

Acting on a tip-off, the sadar police rescued the truck from a
bush of the village and arrested Akbar Ali, a painting worker
who was about to change the number plate of the truck. Accord-
ing to his confession, the truck was stolen by a driver named

Dulal and the arrested person himself from Savar thana area
in Dhaka on May 5.

Valuables worth Tk 50,000 stolen

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, May 31 : Thefts were committed in 10 houses at .
‘two villages in Boalmari thana on the night of May 11.

According to local sources, thefts were committed in the
houses of Shahid Molla, Khalek Molla, Sukur Mia, Shamsu
Sheik and Kali Pada Malaker of village Durgapur and in the
houses of Jalil Sheikh, Raten Sen, Jaker Molla, Rob Molla and
Tauhidul Haq of village Teljuri. Valuables worth Taka 50,000
were taken away by the thieves.

Shortage of jute seeds

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA. May 31 : The cultivation target of jute may not
be achieved in all the 10 thanas of the district during the cur-
rent season due to shortage of seeds.

According to LAairfculture Extension Department (AED), a
scheme has been taken up to bring 12,000 hectares of land under
jute cultivation during the current season. But the target ma
face set-back in this season due to non-availability of ng%
Yielding Variety (HYV) seeds.

JP leaders' release demanded

From A Correspondent

MAGURA, May 31 : The district unit of Jativa Party (JP)
brought out a procession on May 26 demanding release of their
central leaders Shah Moazzam Hossain and ABM Shahjahan.

The procession paraded the main streets of the town. Later
on a meeting was held at Chourangi square of the town with ad-
vocate Moyan Uddin in the chair. The meeting was addressed,
among others, dvocate Hassan Seraj, advocate Ratan Ku-
{naraﬁjtﬂ %a“ﬁuﬂ shid, M Fateh Ali and: Zahidul 1s-
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2 women commit suicide

COMILLA, May 31 : Two women allegedly committed suicide
in Kotwali thana here, police said, reports UNB, |

According to local people, Minara, 22, wife of Monir Hossain
alias Mana of Sangrais area of the town allegedly committed
suicide by hanging herself following torture of her husband on
May 23. Mafia Begum, 19, of Joramehar village who was
abandoned by her husband allegedly committed suicide by

poison on the same day. Earlier, Minara, mother of two
children, went to her parents’ house following a quarrel on the
illicit relationship of her husband with the wife of his brother.
Later the matter was settled and she was brought back to her
huatgd'= Yosise. But Mana started torturing her again. Findin
| oD oo sew ouloon the fateful day she allegedly committe
sufcige. After the incident Monir went into hiding. Meanwhile,

Mafia died on Wﬂ{etﬂ the local hospital. The cause behind the
suicide could not be known immediately.

Touchstone idol recovered

SHARIATPUR, May 31 : Villagers of Nayagaon at Naria
thana here recovered a touchstone idol while digging a pond, re-
poris UNB.

Police seized the idol said to be worth about Taka Five crore.
Meanwhile, local people foiled an attempt on Thursday by some
young miscreants to take away a valuable touchstone idol from
the Ram temple of Bhojeshwar bander of the same thana.

Contrabands recovered

COMILLA, May 31 : BDR recovered huge contraband items
including beer and phensidyl from a Chandpur-bound local
train, police said on Sunday , reports UNB.

According to police, BDR jawans of Sankuchail camp of
Burichar thana raided the train on May 22 and recovered 97
boitles of ]iahensidyl, 106 bottles of beer and Indian sarees. A
case was filed with the police.

Acid thrown on housewife

MANIKGANJ, May 31;: A housewife sustained severe burn in-
juries as her husband threw acid on her at village West Seota in
the sadar thana on Monday night, reports UNB.

Witnesses said Sarala, 20, of ﬂﬂaﬁf:a(}nlnra in Saturia thana
was being tortured by her husband Lalmia since her marriage
two years back. On the fateful night, husband and mother-in-
law of Sarala, following a fanmﬂ}; eud, tied her hands and legs
and cut her hair. At one stage they poured acid on her body in-
juring her grievously. ° ' T

Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

Department of Environment
Paribesh Bhaban, E-16, Agargaon

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
No ParibestvTech(Rgnllab.}-52/97/(3rd)/1039  Dated: Dhaka the 26/05/99

Notice Inviting Re-Tender
No-5 (1998-99)
- (3rd call)

Sealed tenders in prescribed forms are hereby invited from
bonafide agents of Internationally reputed company only for
supplying of 1 (one) Computer (DELL, IBM, Gate-Way and
Compaq brand only), Printer (Laser Jet) and UPS of
internationally reputed Company.

01. Cost of tender documents: Tk 400/= (four hundred)
| only (non-refundable).
102. Bid closing date and time: 08/06/99 at 12.00 Noon.
03. Tender schedule/documents will be available at the
office of the undersigned from 9 AM to 5 PM on all
working days up to 07/06/99.
04, Amount of bid security : 2.5% of bid amount.

| Md Shahjahan |
" Project Director
‘ Improvement of Regional Laboratories ||

and Development of Decentralized ||

| DFP-12148-30/5
1G-1024

Infrastructure of Department of
_ nvimnm Project

r shaTI}r,

MAGURA, May 31 : The price
of newly harvested IRRI-Boro
Ea-:ldy in different hats and

azaars of the district is falling

- The growers of four thanas
are not getting fair price of their
crops for want of genuine buy-
ers.

According to the farmers,
the paddy market is being con-
trolled by a section of middle-
men and influential persons.
They are offering a low price
depriving farmers of fair price.

Abdur Rahman, a farmer of
Parnanduali wvillage in the
sadar thana said, the produc-
tion cost was higher this year
due to prolonged drought and
absence of rainfall. The need
for irrigation was about 50 per
cent higher in comparison with
the previous year. The cost of
labour was higher in this har-
veésting season. The production
cost of a maund of paddy was
between Taka 280 to Taka 300.
But as there is no genuine bu
in hats and bazaars in the dis-
trict, the middlemen are offer-
ing lesser price.The farmers are
compelled to sell paddy be-
tween Taka 250 to Taka 260 per
maund which is below their
production cost.

This correspondent visited
Ramnagar, Nakol, Sachilapur,
Khamarpara, Gangnalia, Nu-
tonbazar, Katakhali, Issakhada
and ara. The places are fa-
mous for paddy tradigﬁ. He
found that a section of influen-
tial persons and middlmen had
been dominating the padd
markets. They are also control-
ling price of paddy as there is
almost no genuine buyers.,

Expecting hire prices the
%mw&rs wait with their produce
or hours together every day,
but the middlmen offer them a
low price. As a result they are
compelled to sell their produce
at the rate fixed by the middle-
men and influential persons.

According to the District

DHAKA TUESDAY, JUNE 1,.1999

National '

From A Correspondent

o e

e,

MAGURA:

A bumper production of IRRI-Boro paddy has been achieved in this district, but

IRRI-Boro growers deprived
of fair price

% e n

the paddy prices are below the production cost of growers this season. Phutnlshm}rs farmers
waiting in vain at a local bazaar with their produce for a long time to get fair prices.

Food Office sources, the gov-
ernment procurement drive of
IRRI-Boro paddy and rice have
been started through six buying
centres in the district. The

rices of paddy and rice were
ixed Taka 825 and Taka 1,300
11':'1631' quintal respectively. But the

armers are not coming forward - &

to sell their paddy and rice to
the government buying centres.
As a result. till now the gov-
ernment procured only 286
metric tons of paddy and 230
metric tons of rice, while the
target of procuring paddy and

rice was fixed at 1,200 metric
tons and 3,000 metric tons re-
spectively.

It may be mentioned in this
connection that in four thanas
of the district, the cultivation of
IRRI-Boro has exrl:eedg :tflhe t;ll:l-t
ets though a prolo rou
prmraﬂedg:?uri?lg thggpadd}' cul-
tivation period.

In the district 29,855
hectares of land had been
brought under IRRI-Boro culti-
vation which is 9,980 hectares
more than the target. A bumper
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production has been achieved
this year. _
A total of 1,65,638 metric
tons of paddy has been produced
which is 91.106 metrict tons
higher than the target, the local
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment (AED) sources said. The
sources further said that the
farmers of the districts got Kr-
ishi Bank loan and seeds sup-
lied by BADC in time. Thf.?f
Brought more lands under -
Boro cultivation than the target
fixed by AED to recoup their

flood damage.

78 fire

JESSORE, May 31: A total of
78 fire arms have been looted
away from different govern-
ment organisations in 10 dis-
tricts of the south-western re-
gion during the last nine years.

The lost firearms included
41 rifles, four guns, one sub-
machine gun, one pistol and 21
different types of arms.

The maximum number of
arms lootings were committed
during the period from August,
1997 to January, 1999.

During this period, a total of
61 firearms were looted. Police
claimed that so far three ritles
out of 78 have been recovered.

On a number of occasions,
special drives have been
launched by the police to re-
cover the illegal arms and track
down the criminals in 10 dis-
tricts of south-western region.

But the result has not been
satisfactory.

1N nine years

From Atiur Rahman

A combing operation,
jointly led by army, police, BDR
ard Ansar is going on in this
regioti to curb terrorism.But not
a single firearmn has been recov-
ered as yet.

According to a break-up of
looted fire arms, a total of 12
rifles were looted from Nowa-
para Akiz Jute Mill ansar camp
on January 19:this year.

As many as 34 fire arms
were looted in 1998.

During the first week of May,
1998, terrorists looted away
three rilfes from the ansars in
an attack on a launch at
Rampal in Bagerhat.

Police claimed that they had
recovered omne rifle in aban-
doned condition out of the three
on May 5 the same year,

Terrorists looted away 10
firearms from Khulna Cable
Factory, on August 1 this year,

folce recovered two rifles

out of 10.Thirty-four days after
the incident, 21 firearms were
lost from the Khulna Collec-
torate on September 4 the same
year,

A group of outlaws looted
seven rifes including one sub-
machine gun in an attack on In-
ter-city Simanta Express train
at Barabazaar in Jhenidah on
August'24 1997, Ansar com-
mander Azizul Islam was killed
in this attack.

Terrorists attacked police
sub-inspector of Bagherpara
thana in Jessore and took away
his pistoel on December 26,
1997,

Three days after this inci-
dent, five rifles from the ansars
of Sea food of Rupsha, Khulna
were looted away on December
29,

The next day, terrorists
looted away rifles from the se-
curity guard eof Sonali Bank

arms looted in 10 districts

branch in Bagerhat.

A total of 15 fire arms were
looted in this region in 1997,
Incidents of arms looting from
December, 1997 till January
1999, exceeded all the previous
records in post-liberation days.

The ferrorits took away four
rifles killing Government
Railway Police (GRP) personnel
at Uthali railway station in
Chudanga district in 1995.

In 1994, two cases of arms
looting were comumitted. In an-
other incident which was
commited at Charabita Bazaar
in Bagherpara thana, the ter-
rorists looted away three rifles
killing one policeman. Terror-
ists looted away two rifles from
a police patrol party at Ghope in
the town in 1992.

In 1990 seven rifles were
looted away by the terrorists
from Ansarberia railway sta-
tion in Chuadanga.

Two alleged
terrorists
arrested

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, May 31: Two al-
leged top terrorists of the town
Azad, 26, son of Salim Khan
and Shahjahan. 21, son of Chad
Fakir were arrested in the
small hours of May 24.

According to police source,
on a tip-off a contingent of po-
lice led by the Officer-in-Charge
of Kotwali thana, Abu Yusuf
Molla raided two houses. one at
South Tepakhola and another
at Luxmipur of the town. From
the police arrested the two ter-
rorists against whom a dozen of
criminal cases including mur-
der and rape were lodged with
Kotwali thana.

They were produced before
the magistrate court for bail on
the same day.* -

Six killed in Mymensingh

road accidents in 2 weeks

MYMENSINGH, May 31: At
least six persons were killed
and 40 others injured in sepa-
rate road accidents here in two
weeks.

Two persons were killed and
35 others injured in a road ac-
cident on Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway at Amtali near Seed
Store Bazaar on April 20,

Police said, the accident oc-
curred when a Mymensingh
bound passenger bus which was
coming from Dhaka collided
with a microbus coming from
the opposite direction as the
driver of the bus lost control
over the vehicle,

From Aminul Islam

Of the two persons one iden-
tified as Mutasur Rahman, 21.
son of Muklesur Rahman of vil-
lage Hama]dpur in kishoreganj
district and another unidenti-
{ied young woman aged about 30
died on the spot.

The inured persons were -

rushed to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH) and
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
Lal (DMCH).

A helper of a truck was
killed in a road acicdent at Hi-
azir Bazar in Bhaluka thana on
May 15 when the over-loaded
truck turned hertle killing the
helper on the spot.

The victim was identified as
Habibur Rahman, 30, of village
Churkhai in sadar thana.

Police seized the truck, but
the driver managed to flee the
seene.

A motor-cyclist identified as
Zakir Hossain, 25, died on the
spot when a truck knocked him
from behind at Taldighi
Guatala area in Phulpur on
Mymensingh-Sherpur road on
May 10.

An old man identified as
Amiruddin, 65, died on the spot
when a truck crushed him at
Mokaria on Mymensingh-
Sherpur road in Phulpur on the
same day.
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JHENIDAH: Condition of a-cardphone booth at Langal-
bandh Adiluddin College in Sailkupa.
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No Fax service 1n
Natore town

From Anwar Al

NATORE, May 31: There is
no Fax machine for public ser-
vice in the entire district.

The world is becoming
smaller everyday. Months ago,

the electronic mail service en-

riched the northern district of
Rajshahi. But Natore, a close
neighbour to the divisonal
headquarters, has no Fax ser-
vice depriving its people.

Businessmen and media
people here need fax service
very badly to cope with the fast-
paced world,

The President of the district
Press Club told The Daily Star
that newsmen here, in particu-
lar, had been the worst suffer-
ers.

" Even they have to miss re-
l:mrta very frequently due to

‘lack of a fax machine.," the

press club president added.

Some other senior journalists
also expressed their opinions in
a similar tone, :

Repeated appeals have been
made to the government from
different corners to instal a fax
machine at the local public call
office (PCOJ}, but the calls went
unheeded.

It is to be mentioned here,
Natore was not always without
fax service. Two local bus-
ienssmen started ‘phone-fax
service’ here on trial basis last
year but incurring losses they
were forced to close the service.

But, Shahanur, one of the

two busienssmen, told this cor-
respondent that who intended
to render Fax service must de-
velop 'secret’ relationship with
some Telegraph and Telephone
(T&T) officials.

He also informed that ghost
telephone bills from the T&T
Board in three cosnecutive
months forced him to close the
service. '

Local elite, however, urged
the authorities concerned to
introduce Fax service at the lo-
cal PCO immidiately to solve
the problems of businessmen
and journalists.

Contractors'
strike at
Mongla

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 31: Contrac-
tors those who are enlisted with
the Food Department have
stopped carrying fundlgrains
from ships at Mongla Port to
government godowns at differ-

ent places of the country to

press home their demands.

Freight-hike js one of the |

demands which they have been
insisting since last one year.
Three ships which carried
imported foodgrains from
abroad were asked by carriers
to remain stranded since May
26 till their demands are met.

Fund s'hortag‘e hits hard
81-yr-old library

From Quamrul Arefin

CHUADANGA, May 31 : The
local Abul Hossain Memorial
Public Library has been facing
an acute monetary crisis for a
long time.

As a result the overall devel-
opment work of the library has
been hampering.

The library was established
in 1918 with the unitiring ef-
forts of Late Abul Hossain
Joarder has been catering to the
mental needs of the people of
different tastes.

At present the library has
14,000 books. Of which 100 are
for college students. The library
subscribes six dailies, seven
weeklies and one monthly
magazine

regularly for ali sections of
readers. It remains open f{rom
4-30 pm to 9 pm on every six
days of the week and remains
closed on Friday. There are four
salaried employees to run the
library.

An amount of Taka 70,000 is
required annually to meet the
expenses including salaries of
the employees, electricity and
newspaper bills.

There are 250 regular mem-
bers of the library, of whom 100
are students and 150 non-stu-
dent members.

An amount of Taka 2.400 to
2,500 comes {from the annual
subscriptions from the mem-
bers at the rate of Taka 10 for
every student member and Taka
12 for every non-student mem-
ber. The government's annual
grant is Taka 30,000. The li-

rary receives an amount of
Taka 35,000 every year from
other organisations. Fifty per

cent of the government grant is
used for the purpose of purchas-
ing books. The accomodation

roblemm has been acute in the
ibrary. The library needs im-
mediate expansion, There is no
sI[Jace to keep the books for want
of proper place.

For want of money the li-
brary authority cannot buy new
books.

There are 20 decimels of gov-
ernment ‘khas’ land adjacent to
the eastern side of the library
building. This land can be used
for expansion of the library if
the land is systemetically
transferred to the library au-
thority,

At present the library needs
an amount of Taka 1,00,000
annually for smooth running of
the library.

Blind beggars'

demands

MAGURA, May 31: Blind
beggars gathered at the local
Judge Court premises on Sun-
day demanding that they be re-
habilitated, reports UNBE.

They also submitted a mem-
orandum to the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) demanding an
office for them and jobs for
those blind beggars who are ca-
pable of wor .

More than a hundred be%ars
from Jhenidah, Kushtia, Jes-
sore, Faridpur and Magura at-
tended the 'conference’ presided
over by Ayub Ali, who passed
HSC examination. Some 10

beggars spoke at the gathering.
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