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' Rooppur Atomic Power project

in cold storage for 35 years

INews snaps

3 alleged dacoits caught by people
From Our Correspondent :
MYMENSINGH, May 30 : People caught red-handed thre e al-

leged dacoits while they attempted to loot the office of BRAC, a
leading non-governmental organisation, in Iswarganj thana

here recently.
EThey wm?;: identified as Shamim, 18, of Fari;:ljpur district,

‘Siddique, 20, of Comilla and Khokon, 24, of Jamalpur district.
Later they were handed over to police.

Phensidyl, hemp seiged
From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, May 30 : Police seiged a hugﬁ quantity of phen-
sidyl and hemp from village Dasadi in C andpur thana re-

cently.
According to Md Nurul Haque, Inspector of Narcotics and
Drug control Department here, they found 96 bottles of phen-

idvl and 20 grams of hemp in the house of Barek Khan, son of
iﬂi Khan. '[%rn mfnrmatiu;r’l police seiged the aforementioned

phensidyl and hemp.

Man electrocuted

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, May 30 : One person was was electrocuted at vil-
lage Banshi Uttarpara in Sarisabari thana recently.

According to witnesses, the victim, Khush Mahmud, 40, met
the tragic end of his life while repairing an electric line. He was
‘killed on the spot. The body was sent to Jamalpur Hospital

morgue for autopsy. P
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Lightning claims 2 lives

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, May 30 : Two brothers were killed and another
seriously injured by lightning recently.
According to family sources, three brothers Rezaul, 12, Yusut,

6, and Gani,3, sons of Haken Biswas of village Sonanagar in
Boalmari thana were playing in the verandah of their own
house in the fateful afternoon when a lightning struck the
house injuring all the three brothers critically. They were imn-
mediately rushed to Boalmari Thana Health complex where
Yusuf and Gani succumbed after admission. Rezaul was im-

proving till filing of this report.

Housewife commits suicide

From A Correspondent

MAGURA. May 30 : One housewife of Iraskarpur village in
the sadar thana has committed suicide recently.

The victim. Rahima Khatun, 32, wife of Abul Hossain Molla
was found hanging with the cross-beam of her room’s roof.
According to family sources, Rahima

Khatun committed suicide when nobody was in the room.

troubles. On information
sent the body to Magura

The cause of her suicide was famil
Maf.lra Police visited the spot an
Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Newsman dead

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA, May 30: Aa elaerly lawyer and vetérarn journal-
ist Advocate G M Nurul Islam died of neart attack at nis resi-
da-mieﬁat Laskar Para in Satkhira Pourasabha on May 16. He
el behiiy!  chughisrand a son including a host of well-
siers to motsn &is death, Late Nurul Islam was associated
wilh BSS as its Satkhira correspondent for a long time.

Prices of building materials up

From Our Correspondent
NETRAKONA, May 30 : The prices of all kinds of construc-
tion materials have gone up abnormally during the ongoing
SUImimer seasor.

Poor people especially in the flood and drought affected ar-
eas where thousands of houses were badly damaged during the
last flood have become the worst sufferers. Poor people who live
in the kutcha houses need tin, straw, bamboo and rope for re-

and reconstruction of their damaged houses. But tin or
Cl sheets are beyond their reach. Straw, a common item for
kutcha hovees are rare now-a-days.

- JSD Ganabahini man arrested

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, May 30 : An armed activist of Jativa Samaj-
tent=k Del (UGN Ganchahini wan arrested with arms by police
on Friday morning, according to police sources,

A contingent of police led by Ashrafur Rahman, Jhenidah
circle and Serajul Islam, Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Sailkupa
thana raided the house of Rezaul Islam, 30, at village Mirjapur
in Sailkupa thana and arrested him with a gun.

-
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izibal girl raped

RANMLLLATE, May 30; A group of tribal miscreants raped a
tibal & -] at Vedvedl area of sadar thana here on Saturday
night, reports UNB.

Police sources said the miscreannts led by Priyva Mohon
Chakma entered into the Gyiano Ghar Shishusadan staff quar-
ters at midnight and raped the girl student of Rangamati Uni-

;mrtsit College. Later on the hoodlums left the place with the
00

ornaments of the girl.
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PABNA, May 30: Roopur
Atémic Power Plant project

" has remained in cold storage

for 35 years.

Uncertainty has been loom:-
ing over the fate of the project
which was taken up at Rooppur
in Ishurdi thana of the district
35 years ago. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had assured
implementation of the project

one and a half years ago, but till
now no steps have been taken
. positively.

The project was aimed at
lessening or removing the acute
ower crisis of the country. No
oreign country has assured
monetary assistance till now.
As a result the actual imple-
mentation work of this vital
project could not be started due
to fund constraints. In the
meantime, over four decades
have already passed.

More thar a year ago, the
then chairman u¥ Atomic En-
ergy Commision, Dr Wazed Ali
visited the site area himself
along with a high-powered team
of experts. Dr Wazed was de-
clared in unequivocal terms
that the project would certainly
be implemented soon. The
power crisis of the country
would be substantially reduced
when the plant would go into
operations by 2005 ﬂD.%’lE Aarl-
nounced. This announcement
was a follow-up of the assurance
iven by the Prime Minister

erself several months back.

Meanwhile, it is gathered
from an official posted since
long in the plant site preferring
anonymity that instead of giv-
ing financial assurance the
donor countries have discarded
in setting up of an atomic power
plant here.

The project was initially
launched by the government of
the then Pakistan in 1960 and
was included in the country's
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From Ranesh Maitra

Front view of the office of Rooppur Atomic Power project in Ishurdi thana of Pabna dis-

trict.

Third Five Year Plan. On the
basis of this, the then govern-
ment acquried 292 acres of lond
at a place near Rooppur Jaina-
gar area under Ishurdi thana of
Paban district on the side of
Pabna-Kushtia road, only three
and a half miles north of the
famous Hardinge Bridge of Pak-
sey over the river Ganges.

For acquisition of the land,
hundreds of families have been
affected and a huge amount of
money were given to them as
compensation,

A huge amout of money is
being spent every year for
maintenance of the buildings
and property in the project site
despite the fact that those were

_—~Star photo

lying abandoned for decades to-
gether.

It is also learnt that a good
number of officials and em-
ployees have allegedly been
working in Dhaka where the
Head office of the proejcl is sit-
uated. But they have no func-
tion like their colleagues in the
project site, it has been alleged.

Mymensingh Municipality turns

into a town of garbages

MYMENSINGH, May 30:
Mymensingh Municipality, one
of the oldest municipalities in
the country has turned into a
town of garbages,

Established on April 8 in
1896 covering an area of 21.73
kilometres. it was upgraded
into a first class municipality
on June 23,:1986. But the situa-
tion has bekn worsened' in
MAany cases.

More than 30 tons of
garbages are bein% dumped ev-
eryday in its insufficient dust-
bins and at open places. But the
authorities concerned cannol
clean up them properly.

According to official
sources, only 306 dustbins are
available in the municipality
area. Most of those have been
broken. As a result the dumping
aslivitics are being Dampered,

An offieial of the munlci-
pality told this correspondent
"we want to construct more
dustbins, but we are facing re-
sistance from the town dwellers
as they do not want dustbins ad-
jacent to their houses.”

Residential and commercial
areas of the town have taken an

i
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Crarbages have been dumped

From Aminul Islam
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in Borobazaar area, a husy

commercial area in Mymensingh town. These are not
cleaned for days together resulting in emission of bad
odour which creates health hazard for the town dwellers.

ugly look. People dump
garbages which remain un-
cleaned for days together in
Chhoto Bazaar, Boro Bazaar,

—star photo

Shakhari Patti., Kachua and
Nulon Bazaar.

Pedestrians and students are

the worst sufferers as they have

to walk frequently through
these places.

The municipality sources
also said, due to lack of garbage
carrying trucks, cleaning activ-
ities are being disrupted
severely. Only two trucks are in
operation out of five. The rest
are lying idle for a long time.

But the town dwellers replied
in the negative about the clean-
liness drive of the municipality.

'It is sheer negligence of duty of
the municipal staffers to
remove the wastes in time." said
a resident of Shakhari Patti
area. Bleaching powder is
rarely spread on the wastes, he
added.

"Our first task is to clean up
the town and supply drinking
wiler smoothly, said Mah-
niood-al-Noor Tarek, the newly
eiected chairman of My-
mensingh Municipality who
took cath recently. He also told
The Daily Star that a 10-day
long cleanliness drive had
ended recently.

The municipality chairman
sought cooperation of the town
dwellers.

Flash flood in
Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, May 30: A
vast area of the district have
been inundated by flash flood
recently.

This is because of rain wa-
ters rolling down the hills from
across the border in two days.

Torrential rains have caused
flash flood in the bordering
Durgapur and Kalmakanda
thanas, official sources said.

Road communication be
tween the district headquarters
and Durgapur Sadar remained
snapped as a good portion of
Shyamganj —Brishiri road at

Krishnapur was badly damged
by the onrush of water.

Former whip and convenor
of Netrakona district unit of
BNP informed that standing
crops on vast tracts of land in
Birishiri, Kakayergor,
Bakaljora and Gaokandia
unions had gone udner water,

Areas surrounding the
Someswari river basin have
been affected by overflow of
water due to non-reparing of
Shakhai embankment,

Fruit import from India thru’ Benapolt;

port stopped since last week

JESSORE, May 30: The im-
porters have stopped importing

fruits from India through Be- -

napole land port since the last
week.

A tussle over implementa-
tion of an order of the Board of
Revenue, between the Customs
officials and BDR at Benapole
check post, has ensued the situ-
ation,

The order of the Board of
Revenue has instructed the Cus-
toms Department to realise
immediately duty on perishable
glg_uuds including [ruits, imported
rom India by 25 per cent more
than the capacity of each truck.

Bul the BDR is opposing this
order and working parallal to
the Customs. They are, on the
other hand, realising duties on
such goods by counting packets
which are-oaded in each truck.

Meanwhile, BDR have seiged
a total of three trucks carrying
imported perishable goods.

From Atiur Rahman

Then they sold the seiged goods
on auction depositing the sale
proceeds to the local Sonali
Bank branch.,

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
have done this as the trucks
followed the latest order of the
Board of Revenue.

Now a question has arisen
among the local public as 1o
what is the nature of duty of the
Customs and BDR at this check
post and who is the authority to

Sechchasebak
League leader
killed in Tangail

TANGAIL, May 30: A local

leader of the Awanmi Sech-
chasebak League was stabbed 1o
death by unidentified
miscreanis in the town

recently ., reports UNB.

collect the national revenue or
whether the job of both is iden-
tical.

However, such a situation

has largely affected the revenue
earnings from Benapole Port

marking huge shortfall in the
target for the current fiscal.

Rifles snatched
from police in

Moheshkhali

COX'S BAZAR, May 30; A
roup of miscreants snatched
our rifles with ammunition
from patrol police at Matarbari
in Moheshkhali thana here last
night, reports APB,

Police said, the miscreants
took away the weapons after
overpowering four constables

arding an under-construction
gg.m of the Power Developinent
Board.
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CHITTAGONG: Prof Abdul Mannan, Vice-Chancellor of Chitta
Parasite Insect at the Science Faculty gallery as the chief guest.

gong University addressing recently at a workshop on
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2 shot dead
in Sylhet

By Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, May 30: Two people
were shot dead allegedly by a
gang of miscreants at village
Silem Sarkarchar under Sadar
thana yesterday
The victims were identified
as Abdur Rakib, 45, son of late
Antarullah and Neharunnesa,
40, wife of Rakib's brother.
According to witnesses, a
ang of about 30 miscreants led
y Babul entered Rakib’s house
by breaking open the door and
shot him.
They also shot his brother's
wife Neharunnesa when she

tried to resist the attackers.
Both died on the spot.

Police suspected that the in-
cident was a sequel to a previous
dispute over land.

Abdul Ghani, elder brother
of Rakib filed a case with Sadar
thana accusing Babul, Tabebul,
Mujibur and Nurul.

A police official said Babul
and his brothers are accused in
a number of criminal cases
filed with sadar thana.

They were caught several
limes, but managed to escape

from jail and court building, he
said.

Bumper output of
IRRI-Boro paddy
likely in Magura

From A Correspondent

MAGURA, May 30: Despite
drought a bumper production of
IRRI-Boro paddy is expected in
the district.

According to Agriculture

. Extension Department (AED),
29 thousand 8 hundred and 55
liectares of land have been
brought under IRRI-Boro culti-
vation, while the target of culti-
vation was only 19 thousand 8
hundred and 75 hectares in four
thanas.

Seven alleged
terrorists
arrested

From A Correspondent

MAGURA, May 30: Seven al-
leged terrorists including Nir-
mal, the body guard of Bidhan,
chief of so-called 'Bidhan
Bahini' were arrested recently
from Monuria village in
Jhenidaha sadar thana,

Bidhan was able to flee.
_According to the police, act-
ing on a tip-off, police led by
Magura Police Super M Akbar
Ali and Additional Police Super
AKM Shahidur Rahman raided
the house of Kala Mia and Bid-
han of the above mentioned vil-
lage.

From there Nirmal. 25.
Bishnu Pada Biswas, 45, Bikas
Biswas, 18, Bibek Biswas, 28. of
Monuria village of Jhenidaha
sadar thana, Linton, 30, Lutu
Molla., 28, of Narikelbaria of
Bagharpara thana in Jessore
district and Monajat, 20, of
Meherpur district were arrested.

Cases of toll collection, rape
and murder were also registered
with different police stations of
Jhenidaha am?OMagura district
against them. '

Jubo League

leader hacked
to death

MYMENSINGH, May 30: A
local leader of Jubo League was
hacked to death by unidentified
miscreants at Charerhat in
Nandail recently , reports
UNB.

Rafiqul Islam, 32, organis-
ing secretary of Baitager union
unit of Jubo League, came under
attack by a group of youths at
about noon while he along with
;‘hree associates were going to a

alt.

The attackers chopped
Rafiqul with sharp weapons,
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participate in the “SAA

Theme of the Award:

enable greater participation.

consideration.
Description of Award:
L A citation in English.
i A SAARC Gold Medal.

ofcteieTeat I T

THfpEE FER
T3 Cya wfmed
X 6 TG! TFAFTH
yobr, AfSfE 1/ 9, TII-Yo00
TS 2 IO/ B /1F/ ZJ2- 333/ v9-0¢e
ifads 2¢-e-55 Ty 33-3-380b AR
AE A F9S AT "HFE T Q6AE H535"-
a1z o WEAfe @rirer ¢ gwifire [ive T s

APPLICATIONS INVITED

FOR
"SAARC YOUTH AWARD-1999"

SAARC invites apquplicatinns from the youth of the region to

‘ C -Youth' Award-1989". Theiaim-of the scheme §
Is to provide suitable recognition to extraordinary young talents and
encourage the overall development of the youth in the region.

Objectives: .

! to give recognition to the outstanding work done by young persons.

I E::u Ig;nwde youth the incentive to achieve excellence in the various
elds.

. to improve educational and technical skills of youth and to

_ encourage them in creative activities; and

Iv. 10 encourage in the youth the development of personality through
positive social attitudes and values,

The theme for the photography "South Asian Diversity’ has been
chosen to give the participants as wide a range as possible to

The Award is open to nationals of SAARC Member states who
are within the age group of 20-35 years at the time of nomination.
The work or achievement whic
received as international or regional award, will not be eligible for

has been submitted for or

I3 Cash prize of US$ 500.00 (Five hundred US dollars).
v, Per diem and return air ticket for travel to the venue of the

presentation of the award.
Last date:

address.
Director (Implementation}
Department of Youth Development
Ministry of Youth & Sports
108, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.

entertained.

‘CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY"
1. Name of applicant

The fast date for receipt of applications ox the prescribed format
published herewith is 9th June 1999. Neat and typed applications
alongwith necessary documents should be sent to the following

Note: Incomplete and the entries received after the deadline will not be

Proforma
for
SAARC Youth Awards-1999

Application for SAARC Youth Awards Scheme in the category of :

(In block letters, underline surname)

2 oex (male ffemale)

3. Father's name

4,  Date of birth |
(In words & figures, supported by a copy of valid document e.g.
National identity card/ passport etc}.

& Nationality.

6 Permanent address.

1. Postal address (Telephone/Telex/Fax with area codes)

8 Qccupation.

9 Outstanding work done recently for which award is to be given:

L Theme of photography ‘South Asian Diversity"

i Size of photographs 8'x10".

il Nature Black & White Colour

V.  No.of coples : Three

10.. Whether any regionalf/international Yes/No/

award has been submitted/received to the identified in this

application? (If yes give details)

11.  Whether the same entry has been nominated earlier for a SAARC

Youth Award?

12.  Whether applicant has been convicted by ant;( court of law or any
case is pending against him/her in any court’

13.  Brief statement on future plans of the applicant for making
further improvement in the relevant area of work.

DECLARATION:

| declare that the information: provided above is true and correct. | am
aware that false or misleading information given in relation fo this
application could result in cancellation of the Award and liability

for legal prosecution.

Date
Enclosed:

Applicant's signature.

L Four passport size photographs of applicant's
L Certified copies of identification papers.
.

Description of work.

language.

h DFP-11979-27/5

Note: Forms and Annexes should be filled in triplicate in English
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