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Afforestation programme
From Our Correspondent

ANDHA, Ma 29: An extenssive afforestation

pm{g}rﬁme has been gndeffaken in 38 thanas of the northern
during this fiscal year.

regif Iiutgl of 533 kilometre roadside places will be brought
under this programme, Of the total areas, 102 kilometre roads
in Gaibandha, 152 kilometre in Rangpur, 116 kilometre in
Kurigram, 192 kilometre in Nilphamari and 70 kilometre in
Lalmonirhat district will be brought under this programme.
The programme will be conducted by Local Government
Engineering Department (LGED).The programme will continue
for the next five years. The aim of the programme is to increase

forest areas in the northern region,

Young man commits suicide
From Qur Correspondent
CHANDPUR, May 29 A t{uung man committed suicide by
taking poison in Igan:hua ana of the district following a
family feud recently.
The victim was identified as Md Khorshed Alam, 23, son of
late Shaijuddin Pathan of village Einpur in Kachua thana. He

was rushed to Kachua Hospital where the attending doctor
declared him dead.

Two killed in road accident
From Our Correspondent
FARIDPUR. May 29; Two persons were killed on the spot in a
road accident at Bakhunda under Naﬁarkanda thana recently.

A Nagarkanda bound private pick-up van loaded with rice
collided head-on with a tempo. As a result, the van fell into a

Mridha, 26, and one unidentified person aged 25, A case was
lodged with Nagarkanda thana in this connection.

| Couple roasted alive

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, May 29: Both husband and wife were
roasted alive and their two children received burn injuries in a
devastating fire at village Nishindtopur of Mozlishpur union in
Brahmanbaria sadar thana recently.

According to eyewitnesses the fire uriEmatEd from a lam
which engulied the house. As a result, Abul Hashim, his wife
Kurshida Akter and their son Md Lukman, 16, daughter
Julekha Begum, 8, sustained burn injuries. In a critical con-
dition all nfg the them were admitted to Brahmanbaria Modern
Hospital where the couple succumbed to their injuries, while
their ill-faféd son and daughter were undergoing treatment.

Divorce rate up

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, May 2% The number of divorcees In seven
thanas of the district is increasing day by day.

More than 2,000 marriages were terminated during the last
six months in the district. Accor to sources, primary causes
of divorce have been attributed to dowry, polygamy and
immoral activities. Poor women are the worst victims. Due to
non-registration of marriages they do not get the legal

rotection. Marriage registrars in the remote areas demand

igher fees which the poor parents and guardians can not
afford. Besides, despite legal restrictions, many men marry
several times in villages without obtaining the written
permisison from the first wife.

7,000 affected by iodine deficiency

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, May 29: About 7,000 people in 10 thanas of the
district have been affected by iodine deficiency.,

Particularly the children and women havé been affected by
lodine Deliciency Disorders( 1DD) causing physical and mental
problem including reducing of 1Q, doctors said. lodine
deficieney causes geitre, physical and mental retardation to the
children, deafness and dumbness and retardation of normal
deveiopment of brain and nervous system. The deficiency of
iotiine may also cause abortion to pregnant mothers

Showcause notice on hat leasee

PANCHAGARH, May 29: The Mareya hat of Boda thana has
been given on lease following regular and normal procedure but
the cheque of Tk 2 lakh has been dishonoured by the local
branch of Sonali Bank, reports UNB,

TNQ of Boda thana and chairman of the thana hat develop-
men. commitliee issued a showcause notice on the leasee Nur
islam bul has not yet cancelled the lease. The matter raised sus-
picion in the public mind in the thana. Some members of local
elite have sent a petition to the Divisional Commissioner call-
ing for investigating the suspected corruption.

Modher, children vaceinated

PHIGALSVIIR. May 28: A intal of 1,36.879 mother and children
of the disuict have been vaccinated and inpeulated under the
Extended Programme of liumunisation last year, health offi-
clals said here, reports UNB.

Of them, 21,137 were immunised in sadar, 27.059 in Moth-
baria, 29.699 in Nessarabad, 21,750 in Nazirpur, 19.6565 in
Bhandaria and 10,928 in Kaukhali thanas besides. 6 251 moth-
ers and children in the Pirojpur municipality. The immunisa-
tion comprised of BCG, DP'II“. measles, polio, and tetanus f{or
pregnant mother.

vGP allocated rice seized

BAGERHAT, May 29 Police seized some 1 metric ton of rice
and wheat allocated for distribution under VGP progranumne
from the houses of a UP chairman and his neighbour at Demira
village in sadar thana Tuesday night. reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, pelice raided the houses of Atahar Ali,
chairman of Dema union, and Yunus, and recovered the lood-
grains. None was arrested. The police action came when local
peopie lodged complaint against the chairman as he was mak-
ing unusual delay in distributing the grains.

Bridge construction begins soon

ISWARDI, May 29: Construction of the long awaited Bhairab
Bridge and Pakshey Bridge will begin in August and October re-
spectively, reports APB.

The proposed 1,800 meter Pakshey Bridge over the Padma
wiil be constructed some 300 meters off the Hardinge Bridges,
official source said. The Bhairab bridge will be constructed on
the Bhairab river near Khulna city. The total cost of these pro-
ects have been estimated at Tk 3.268 crore. The projects will

ring about a revolutionary change in the country's communi-
cation system, establishing direct road link between northern
| and south western district and between Dhaka and Mongla port.

Scheme to develop primary schools

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, May 29 The Primary Education De-
velopment project under LGED has taken up a scheme for the
development of two primary schools in Chapainawabganj dis-
trict in the current fiscal year, reports BSS.

. . The scheme includes one new building of Nasirabad Primary
School and a new building of Sanpur Primary School. The es-
timatled cost for the scheme is Taka 12 lakh 82 thousand.The
‘ implementation of the scheme is progressing satisfactorily and

95 per cent of the work has already been completed. The rest
work is expected to be completed by July next.

Housewife beaten to death by husband

RANGPUR, May 29: A young housewife was beaten to death’

‘by her husband for dowry at Dhaperhat in Kotwali thana on
Tuesday, reports UUNB. |
Family sources said the husband, Abdul Jalil used to torture
I his wife Goleja Begum, 20, for dowry money. On the fateful day,
he beat his wife mercilessly and at one stage pushed poison into
her mouth to cover up the crime. Later on she succumbed to her

injuries at Rangpur Medical College Hospital (RMCH). Police

sent the body for autopsy. Goleza's father Osman Gani told
m&; Ehat police refrained from taking any action against
Jalil.

Seven-year RI for smuggler

KURIGRAM, May 29: A Speclal Tribunal Court here con-
victed a man and sentenced him to seven years’ rigorous im-
prisonment (RI) for smu non-iodised salt, reports UNB.

The convict, Mochammad Bakul, of Bazra Union in Ulipur
thana, was also fined Taka 5,000, in default, to suffer one year
more RI. According to the prosecution, a team of Anti-Smug-
gllng Task Force, on information, raided the godown of Bakul
on January 29, 1998 and arrested him with, 3.040 kg non-
lodised salt smuggled in from India. Later on a case was lodged
with the police in this regard. After examining the records and
court-4, -Kazi A M Joynal Abedin

witnesses, Judge of the
awarded the punishment.

I roadside ditch kiling the driver of the van Mukter Hossain .

BARISAL, May 29: More
multi-purpose cyclone shelters
need to be constructed imme-
diately to protect several lakhs
of helpless people of different

shoals and offshore islands of:

Bhola district.

- Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina assured to construct
more multi-purpose cyclone
shelters in the shoals and off-
shore islands during her visit
here on May 30 in 1997 .

But the assurance is yet to be
fullfilled. '

According to  official
sources, there are 143 cyclone
shelters in seven thana areas of
Bhola sadar, Daulatkhan,
Charfasion, Lalmohan,
Borhanuddin, Tajumuddin and

Monpura of Bhola district
where the population is now not
less than 18 lakhs.

It is assesed that not more
than 1.50 lakh people can take
shelter in 143 cyclone shelters
in time of ecyclonic storm and
other natural disaster.

Most of the cyclone shelters
were constructed after the coun-
try’'s biggest natural disaster in

1970 when several thousands of

people were Killed.

As a result, due to lack of
proper repair and maintenance
work the cyclone shelters have
turned into dilapidated con-
crete structures.

Most of the centres’ doors,
windowpans and other struc-
tures have aleady been either

National o
’s assurance yet to be fulfilled

More cyclone shelters needed in
offshore islands of Bh

From Arocop Talukdar

broken down or stolen away,
but those were not replaced as
yet.
Most of these multi-purpose
cyclone shelters, though dilapi-
ated are situated near the vil-
la%es. These are being used as
schools for the rural boys and
girls of primary stage.
Monpura being the far off
offshore island thana of the
district is the worst sufferer in
every respect, Even in time of
cyclonic storm or tidal surge,
records reveal, Monpura be-
comes most unsafe than any-
where in the district.Over five
lakh helpless, poor residents of
this offshore island thus be-
come easy prey of natural
calamities. There are only 24

ola dist

cyclone shelters in the island
which are protected only by 6
feet high embankment.

This embankment seems
very unsafe when the tidal surge
rises to 8 to 10 feet height dur-
ing natural calamities.

More cyclone shelters and
'killas' are also needed in other
shoal lands and offshore is-
lands of the distriet like
Dhalchar, Char Nijam,
Charpatila, Char Ukrimukri,
Char Satyen, Char Jamshed,
Ptarchar, Char Zahiruddin.
Char Chamiruddin, Char Hos-
sain, Bhelumiar Char, Bhe-
duria, Kandarpapur, Rajapur,
Natun Char, Kakrarchar and
others.

“RAJSHAHI:

price 1s comparatively high and
behind lessening of its deliciousness.

Mangoes, especially of Gphhng and Mohananda varieties, have flooded thtf: cit '
the taste of mango is not desirably good this year. Continued drought is the reason

y markets
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Pond burning |

for 3 months!

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 29: A pond
in 'Sabai beel' in -Mohanpur
thana has been burning for
about three months.

The situation has created
panic among the local people.

According to villagers, cne
mornign they saw a portion of
the bank of an almost dried u
pond in tne middle of the 'heel’
was burning, At first they
thought that some one might
have ignited fire in the dried up
grass and straw which would
automatically extinguish.

But in contrary to their idea.
the fire started spreading the
surrounding areas. The fire
turned into a big flame,

Local people tried to extin-
guish the fire by throwing water
with a diesel engéne operated
shallow tubewell, but failed.

In the meantime, the ground
at the burning point had gone
down by about five (eet.

It has been apprehended that
the fire might have been origi-
nated from the reaction of min-
eral resources like gas and oil.
Local people feared that the fire
might create havoc any time.
They have urged the concerned
authories to investigate into the
matter,

| tension

30,038 hectares brought under-

Aus culti

RAJSHAHI, May 29: The ex-
perts hope a bumper harvest of
Aus paddy in Rajshahi district
in the ongoing season despite
rainlessness in the early mon-
soon this year

The District Agriculiure Ex-
Department of
Bangladesh Agriculture Devel-
opment Corporation has fixed a
larget to cultivate Aus paddy on
30,038 hectares of lands includ-
ing 12.315 hectares of High
Yielding Variety (HYV) during
the current season.

The Extension Department
expects that a total of 40,200
metric tons of paddy would be
produced in this season

In the last season, Aus paddy
was cultivated on 29,885
hectares of land against the tar-
get of 28,500 hectare. But only
930 metric tons of paddy were
produced.

According to the sources.
only 2600 hectares of lands
could have been cultivated for
Aus paddy. Those included
about 1 600 hectares of High
Yielding Variety.

For continued drought from

From Abdul Wadood

November, 1998 to mid-May
this year, the farmers could not
sow Aus seeds.

The month of April is the
most suitable time for cultiva-
tion of Aus paddy. The first half
of the month of Mav in the late

Schoél_ﬁ-ight guard
murdered
in Gopalganj

From Our Correspondent
GOPALGANJ, 29 A night
guard was brutally killed by
miscreants in Gopalganj Girls'
High School compound at
Panchuria of the district town
town on Monday midnight.

The night guard named
Sunil Kumar Chowdhury, 50,
was sleeping in the guard room
when the miscreants entered
into it by breaking open the
door. Then they brutally killed
him at midnight.

Police recovered the dead
body and sent it to Gopalganj
Sadar Hospital morgue for au-
lopsy,

vation in Rajshahi

season of Aus cultivation.

BADC sources said that the
high yielding varieties could be
transplanted late up to June.

Sufficient rains have al-
ready been experienced, in the
mean time, everywhere in the
district. The farmers have been
very busy with so seeds and
transplanting saplings in their
fields.

Asim Kumar Malaker, an
expert in Rajshahi district of-
fice of Agriculture Extension
Department of BADC said that
the weather had been
fevourable enough to make Aus
cultivation a success,

The target of cultivation of
Aus paddy will be reached by
early June, he said.

ADC has already dis-
tributed quality seeds among
the farmers through its own
channel.

Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank, some other schedule and
private banks and some NGOs
are also extending cooperation
to the farmers in terms of loans
for fertilizers, pesticides and
irrigation.

JHENIDAH, May 29! Pa-
tierits are being deprived of
proper medicare service at
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital due 1o
non-implementation of a for-
ier nealth minister's pledges
for the last five years. |

Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yusul., Minister for Health and
Family Planning during
Khaleda Zia's regime hac
pledged to turm this 50-bed hos-
pital into 100-bed one on Jarn-
uary 1 in 1994 during his visit
al Jhenidah. But the pledges
were not fulfilled till filing of
this report. The posts of anas-
thesist, junior matron, nurses,
nursing attendants. pharma-
cist, cashier. ward master,
sweeper, cook mashalchi and
MLSS are still lying vacant.

When contacted with the
Civil Surgeon (CS) of Jhenidah.
he said that they had been pro-
vided with diet and medicine
and surgical instruments and
other necessary items for 100

alients. but the hospital has
€en running with the man-
power for a 50-bed hospital.

The Resident Medical Officer
(RMO) of Jhenidah Sadar Hos-
pital said that on average 135
patients are admitted here ev.
ery day. But they are not able 1o
provide food for more than 100
patients. As a result other pa-
tients are compelled to manage
theirl‘ diet from outside the hos-
pital.

The RMO informed that
Taka 22 lakh had been allo-
cated for 100 patients of the
hospital every year which is
spent for purchasing drugs, sur-
gical gauge, bandage, cotton,
chemicals, quilt, blanket, ma-
tress, pillow, locker and other

_m achine here

From Delwar Kabir

items which is not enough for
the patients, '

When asked the RMO adniil-
ted that the eleciro cardiogra-
phy machine remaindd inoper-
ative and il 'was heing repaired,

There 15 no ullrasenogram
AS a result the
patents have to spend much
money for ECG andl ultrasonog-
raphy. '
The lne ambulance of
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital went

oul of order a few months back.

When this correspondent
visited Jhenidah Sadar Hospi-
tal, he saw that a huge nuinber
ol attendants are attending the
patients ignoring the advice of
the on-duty physicians. The al-
tendanits allegedly crowd there

lor the whole day. The doclors
are helpless,
For want ol beds, a good

number of patients are Hooring

on lye on the verandah of the

Jhenidah Sadar Hospital ailing

g

hospital.

The RMO informed, there is
no guard at Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital.

The morgue ol Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital runs without
water, As a result the morgue
remains dirty and creates an
unhealthy atmosphere.

. The suffering patients have
urged the government to turn
the hospital into 100-bed one
immediately.

Patientﬂ .f.;l.(;l‘;'.ll"]'.llg in the hospital for of beds.
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BOGRA May 29: About one
thousand one hundred twenty-
four medicine shops here have
no durg license.

Even the Medicine Adminis-
tration does not know that on
average five drug shops were be-
ing opened in every month here.

Only five hundred seventy-
six medicine shops have been
running with drug license, out
of a total of one thousand seven
hundred medicine shops.

One hundred medicine shop
owners did not get licenses as
yet despite their praver for the
same. Only two hundred twenty
drug licenses were issued du
the last 11 years from 1982 to
1993, The number of issuance of
drug license among the traders
is very negligible in comparison
with the demand.

It has been learnt from the
Office of the Drug Superinten-
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' Date éxpire& medicines
flood Bogra markets

. From A Correspondent

dent that an incumbant appli-
cant for license needs to com-
plete the Pharmacy course,
Then they have to deposit an
armnount as fee to get the licerise.

Two types of drug courses are
available here, One is for three
years and another is for three
months’. One must have to
complete either of the two
courses and obtain a certificate
in order to get a license.

There are even some shops
here which have no trade E-
cense at all, not to speak of drug
license. Yet these shops have
been selling various kinds of
medicines including the life
saving drugs.

Innocent rural people are
not only deceived after purchas-
ing the date expired medicines
from these shops, but also suf-
lering from various discases
after taking those medicines.

TLM programme

progressing

From K M Rezaul Hoque

GAIBANDHA, May 29 This
vear Gaibandha district will be
declared illiteracy -free zone.
said the Total Literacy Move-
ment (TLM) committee here.

The pruEramme under the
caption Bikoshito Gaibandha'
started functioning six months
ago in seven thanas of the dis-
trict. Total illiterate persons
within the age group between 11
to 45 years have been assessed
to be 4.61,468. Out of the total,
4,37,468 illitrate persons have
already been brought under the
TLM programme here. The re-
maining 30,000 illiterate per-
sons are being taught in differ-
ent non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs).

The government allocated a
huge amount of mo
moting the rate of national edu-
cation. As such the TLM pro-
gramme has been geared up
throughout the country. -

In Gaibandha district the au-
thority allocated a fund of
Takal3,41,75,601. Meanwhile,
the district admiistration re-
ceived an amount of Taka
7.70,00.000. The TLM commit-

fee already spent Taka
¢ 48.17.194.

During implementation of
the programme the district TLM
committee set up 7,439 male
centres and 7,077 female cen-
tres throughout the district.

The committee recruited a
total of 14,516 teachers and 968
supervisors to conduct the
whole literacy programme.
Each centre was set up with 30
learners in different remote ar-
eas.

While talking to the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) ol

for pro-

Gall,andha Sharafuddin

Ahmed he told The Daily Star
that despite various problems

the programme had been im-
plemented here satisfactorily.
Now the committe is getting
ready to hold the final test of
the learners through an exami-
nation expected to be held to-
MOrrow

( Saturday) in all centres of
the district., The programme
will be extended further for the
next three months on voca-
tional nature with a view to
providing them in different in-
come oriented jobs, he added.

Rally of landless
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, May 29: A big
rally of landiess was held on
Mav 16 under the auspices of
Kalarona thana Bhumihin
Samily at Bujhtala Madrasha
in Ka?’ama thana with Abdur
Razzak in the chair.

Prol Abu Ahmed was present
/s the chiel guest. while Saiful-
l:ih Laskar. Kawsar Ali and Ab-
dus Sattar were present as spe-
cial guests. It was also ad-
dréssed, among others. by
Kalaroa thana Awami League
president B M Nazrul Islam,
Chairmman Kawsar Ali. Abdul
Jabbar Master and Alimuddin.

In the meeting a 7 1-member
cominittee of Kalaroa thana
Bhumihin Samity was formed
which was headed by Alamgir
Kabfr as'President and Alimud-
chin as General Secretary respec-
lively. ’ 3

" ity
e

1!Ff—'-‘-'1‘h’j-_:_:m_;_:__l.;hl_¢:rm-‘-r m}
. T

'''''
........

NARAYANGANJ: Polluted water coming out
trial units has remained stagnant near the s:ai_dar+ thana
main gate. Recent rains have aggravated the situation,

gl the ndus-
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BRAHMANBARIA, Mar 29:
Private tuition has become a
common practice at Brahman-
baria town and other thanas.
Teachers of both govern-
ment and non-government
schools and colleges are engaged
in private tuition to earn extra
money. Many guardians have
reported, teachers hardly teach
the students sincerely in
classes. So the students find it
difficult to understand their
lessons taught in classes.
As a result, guardians are
compelled to engage private tu-
tors to gel their wards taught
properly. Most of the students
in primary, secondary schools
and colleges usually employ
their respective teachers as
house tutors to get good marks
in the examination.
The guardians alleged that
the private tutorial practice has

} of the teac

become a ﬁmfesatunal business
ers. Science and En-

Teachers prefer private
tuition to taking classes

From Sk Md Shahidul Islam

glish teachers get a large num-
ber of students for coaching in
batches. The teachers of com-
merce also the students in
batches: Private coaching by
teachers in batches start before
and after school or college
hours,

It is also alleged during class
hours some teachers coach the
students. Many private coach-
ing centres are found both in
town and thanas. The number
of coaching centres are increas-
ing day by day.

Teachers are getting a hand-
some amount for private coach-
ing. Private coaching is being

ractised from one to degree
evels, Science students say that
it has become impossible to do
better results without the aid of

rivate tutors. After school

ours private coaching starts in
every secondary high schools
for the student who are appear-
ing at the SSC examination.




