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Chhatak peaceful .

- I don't have

any group in °

AL: Speaker

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 29: The situa-
tion at Chhatak thana head-
quarters as well as in Sunam-
ganj and Sylhet district towns
remained peaceful today,; a day
after the arrest of ruling party
MP Muhibur Rahman Manik,
sources said.

All the 11 persons arrested
at Chhatak during yesterday's

clashes between supporters and
opponents of Manik were re-
leased this morning after tak-

ing bonds from them, said a po-
lice official.

A fruit trader, whose shop
was ransacked yesterday after-
noon, today filed a case with

Chhatak police accusing 30
leaders and activists of the
Manik-backed faction in

Chhatak Awami League. The
anti-Manik faction in the party
brought out several processions
at uvinda%anj Bazar at
Chhatak hailing his- arrest.
There was no report of any un-
toward incident.

Meanwhile, Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Chowdhury has
said: "I do not have any group in
Awami League. | neither control
the party nor any of its front
organisations. I control the 330
members in the Jativa Sangsad.
So the parliament is more im-
portant to me than the party”,

He was addressing a group of
leaders and activists of Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions at Sylhet Circuit House
this afternoon.

Regarding the arrest of Syl-
het district Juba League Joint
Convenor Jagadish Das who is
also a Ward Commissioner of
Sylhet Pourashava. the
Speaker said, "The AL govern-
ment stands for rule of law, The
CID arrested him after getting
substantial evidence regardin
his complicity in the bom
making incident", he said.

However, he assured the
leaders and activists of taking
necessary steps for Jagadish. He
also told them, "Do not come to
me for any illegal tadbir

{mﬁcst]“.
e Speaker reached Sylhet
this morning and attendedy Sev-
eral local programmes and re-
turmed to the capital at night.

BGMEA concerned
at govt's decision
to cancel free

quota system

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garments Man-
ufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation has ressed concern
over the government decision to
cancel free quota system for
garments export to the US and
Canada next year.

In a press release last night
BGMEA said that the matter
was discussed at its executive
commitiee meetin%:iestcrda in
Chittagong. BGM president
gﬁsur Rahman Sinha presi-

Sinha said that BGMEA was
supposed to be informed before
taking such an important deci-
sion regarding garments export.

He ho that free quota sys-
tem would continue.

— Inside Today
Article

Between the inheritance
and the millenium

Fear of a Single
Party
Dominance in
Bangladesh

M Rashiduzzaman
writes from Glassboro,
New Jersey
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Law and Our
Rights
The Chittagong Hill

Tracts Peace Accord: A

follow-up; The role of

police, prosecution and
judiciary in the
changing society
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Supplement

One page special supple-
ment ‘on the death
anniversary of Ziaur
Rahman’ on Page 8

Prayer Timings

May 30

Azan Jamaat
| Fajr 4-15 420
| Zohr 12-45. | 1-30 |
_AST 445 4
| Maghrib | 6-40 643 |

Esha 7-40 8-10

| Source: Islamic Foundation

USA
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Assets handed over to Unocal

Occidental to leave

country next month

US-based oil and gas lo-
ration giant Unocal has taken
over all assets and liabilities of
Occidental in B
Occidental declared its with-
drawal from the country, re-
ports LINB,

The announcement was
made by two top officials of the
US companies at a press brief-
ing at Occidental's office in the
city yesterday.

It came after Occidental
Petroleum Corporation and
Unocal Corporation signed a
share purchase agreement for
Bangladesh and Yemen on
Thursday.

According to the agreement,
Unocal will acquire Occiden-

tal's properties and liabilities

in Bangladesh while Occidental
will take over Unocal's hold-
ings in Yerner.

Occidental, a pioneer in-
vestor in Bangladesh's oil and
gas sector; is scheduled to leave

angladesh while

Bangladesh in the third quarter
of next month after completion
of all transactions.

With this taking over, Uno-
cal’s investment in Bangladesh
will rise to 260 million US dol-
lar.

Replying to a question on
Unocal's prospective invest-
ment in Bangladesh, its presi-
dent and director in. Bangladesh
Terry Budden said if all the
planned projects, including the
proposed power plants and gas
pipelines, come through, their
investment would eventually
rise to one billion US dollars.

He said that as per the
agreement, his organisation
would not only takeover the as-
sets of Occidental, but also the
liabilities like compensation
for Magurchhara explosion.

Asked about the reason for
Occidental's withdrawal, it's
Bangladesh president and gen-
eral manager Nigel L. Hopkin-

son said it was mainly for con-
solidating "our strength and ef-
ficiency.”

‘We have to go through this
situation so that we can be
competitive in the world," he
said, Actually Occidental was
consolidating its presence in
the regions it is already strong.
The areas are Middle East,
South America ‘and North
American, Hopkinson added.

"Decreasing trend of oil
worldwide is driving us to do
s0,” '

Terry Budden added: "It is
difficult to be all in everywhere.
Lower cosl operation is the
main objective.”

He said Unocal favoured to
increase its  interest in
Bangladesh and leave Yemen
because it has more expertise in
South Asia and can ensure low

_Cosl operatien.

Unocal is presently working
See Page 12 Col 2

PM tells golden jubilee function

No corruption charges
against AL govt

CHITTAGONG, May 29:
Frime Minister Sheikh Hasina
today ruled out the possibility
of calling early election, saying
the polls will be held in time in
2001 under a neutral caretaker
governiment. reports UNB.

"We wanted to give the elec-
tions earlier, but the opposition
did not accept the proposal,
rather they are trying to create
anarchy in the name of move-
ment.” she told a big rally on
the occasion of the golden ju-
bilee celebration of Awami
LEE%LIE at the Polog Ground here
in the afternoon.

Bangladesh Awami League

had started its Golden Jubilee
celebration from the port eity
today, which will conclude on
June 23 in the capital.

The Prime Minister said the
opposition took the announce-
ment of early election by the
gt;\rernment as its weakness.

» election will be held in time,
she added,

"I Awami League wins the
mandate of the people, their
confidence, it wilf) come again
to power,"” she said adding that
Awami League will never try to
cling to power by force.

Referring to the "conspiracy”

See Page 12 Col E
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Dialogue

atterﬁptsr
hit snags

By Nazmul Ashraf

The latest ruling party at~

tempt to bring the agitating Op-
position to the negotiation
table seems to have hit snags as
the opposition parties, espe-
cially BNP, seem unwilling to
respond.

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim. on a prime ministerial
assignment, had told newsmen
on Wednesday that he would
start talking with leaders of
BNP and other opposition par-
ties "in a day or two" to fix the
‘method and process" of a for-
mal dialogue.

But Nasim admitted yester-
day that he had failed to contact
any of the leaders in the last
three days.

‘But I'll definitely talk with
opposition leaders soon,” he
told The Daily Star late last
night.

The minister however failed
to say when and how he would
talk and what would the agenda
of the planned dialogue. "I'll
contact the opposition leaders
over telephone.” He did not
elaborate.

Nasim had earlier tele-
phoned BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan several
times, inviting the main oppo-
silion party to sit across the
table. But BNP rejected the offer,
calling it "a government ploy to
mislead the people". The

See Page 12 Col 6

A view from

By Tawfig Aziz Khan

Shahid Alridi was bril-
Iiantll‘,; caught’ at deep square
leg by team-mate Shoaib
Akhtar off the bowling of Dion
Nash. But the problem was the
catch’ was taken beyond the
boundary, at the stands.

Fleming started confidently
by winning the toss and then
took two quick decisions that

“proved him wrong — by inviting

Pakistan to bat on a firm
wicket on a blustery but bright
day and then opening the attack

with Dion Nash instead of Geoff
&1 mrdeReGee Page 12 :Eﬁﬂf—.‘.j{:

We
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Australia vs West Indies
Venue: Old Trafford

Live Coverage : BTV and ESPN |

|3:45 pm)
Kenya vs Sri Lanka

Venue: Southampton

Live Coverage : Star Sports (3:45}

pm)

Bangladesh vs Pakistan
Venue: Northampton

Live Coverage :
Sports (3:45 pm)

New Zealand vs Scotland
Ve 1ue : Edinburgh
Live Coverage : ESPN (3:45 pm)
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CHELMSFORD, England,
May 29; Zimbabwe re-ignited
their World Cup hopes after
producing the shock of the
lournament by beating
favourites South Africa by 48
runs here today, report agen-
C1ES.

South Africa-reject Neil
Johnson got his revenge against
Hansie Cronje's World Cup
favourites as Zimbabwe
recorded their third win in
their fifth and final group A
match.

Man of the maich Johnson

{ cracked 76 in Zimbabwe's 233

for six and then routed South
Africa's top order with three
wickets as the group A leaders
slid to 185 all out.

It was Zimbabwe's first ever
victory over their African
neighbours and boosted their
hopes of reaching the second
stage Super Six,

ut Alastair Campbell's side
will have to wait for the result
of the rain-affected match be-
tween England and India at
Edgbaston before discoverin
whether they had erept through.

If England win when play re-
sumes on Sunday. Zimbabwe
are through. If India win. then
the final two qualifying places
will be decided on run rate be-
tween India, England and Zim-

........
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babwe.

South Africa. who had al-
ready qualified with four wins,
were skittled out for their low-
est ever total in the World Cup,
falling 10 short of the 195 they
made ‘against Sri Lanka in
1992.

South Africa’s innings was
lorn open when five wickets
went for 16 runs as they crashed
to 40 for six in the lgth OVer,
Daryll Cullinan {29) put on 66
with Shaun Pollock (52} to
rekindle hope and Lance
%usener smashed an unbeaten

But it went down the drain as
the innings ended at 185 in 472
OVErs,

Earlier. left-handed John-
son, who represented South
Africa 'A' but failed to break
into the senior side, gave Zim-
babwe the best possible start in
a match they must win to have a
chance of reaching the second
stage.

I¥! TOSHIBA Colour TV with
'STRIPE PICTURE TUBE

~ AIRANGS GROUP
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Zimbabwe stun SA

He put on 65 for the first
wicket with Grant Flower (19)
and a further 66 with Murray
Goodwin (34) for the second as

Zimbabwe reached 112 for one

after 25 overs,

Johnson had taken the score
to 170 for two with more than
10 overs remaining when Allan
Donald removed him and cap-
tain- Alastair Campbell in the
same over to check Zimbabwe's
progress,

Johnson, once of Natal and
Leicestershire, hit 10 bound-
aries and raced to his half-cen-
tury in 57 balls but hooked
Donald to deep mid-wicket.

Three balls later Donald
trapped Campbell leg before to
claim his 200th wicket in one-
day internationals.

The Zimbabweans, who have
never beaten South Africa at
cricket, suffered a further blow
when Andy Flower was run out
to leave Campbell's side wob-

See Page 12 Col 5
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| Veteran England pace bowler Angus Fraser looks towards the outfield as Indian openers
 Saurav Ganguly and Sadagopan Ramesh runs between the wickets at Edgbaston yesterday.

— AFP photo

Vajpayee refuses to sto'p a

India, Pakistan ready for

strikes

talks to defuse tension

NEW DELHI, May 29: India
and Pakistan said today they
were ready for talks to defuse
tensions over Kashmir but In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee refused to halt
air attacks on Muslim guerillas,
report agencies.

Pakistan said its Foreign
Minister Sartaj Aziz was ex-
pected to visit New Delhi next
week to meet his Indian coun-
terpart Jaswant Singh and that
dates were being worked out
through diplomatic channels.

Pakistan Information Min-
ister Mashahid Hussain said in
Islamabad that Vajpayee yes-

terday “"accepted” Pakistani
Premier Nawaz Sharifl's offer of
Ministerial talks to de-escalate
tensions alang the Line of Con-
trol that divides the Indian and
Pakistan-held Kashmir.

Prime Minister Vajpayee,
however, told Indian opposi-
tion leaders here that while he
was ready for peace talks, he
had turned down Sharif's plea
to stop bombing infiltrators in
Kashmir.

Vajpayee was gquoted by an
aide as saying that Sharif
wanted an end to four days of
fierce air strikes by India to-
pave the way for peace talks.

"We are going to talk, but
there is no pre-condition,” he
said.

The Pakistani foreign min-
istry: said Sharif impressed
upon Vajpayee over the tele-
pggne yesterday "not to allow
the situation on the Line of
Control to drift towards a dan-
gerous direction.”

Sharif also denied that Pak-
istan was responsible for the
Kashmir situation, and blamed
it on India's air strikes and ar-
tillery shelling in the Kargil
sector.

Sharif reportedly told Vaj-

See Page 12 Col 4

Drugs pilfered from govern-
ment hospitals and health cen-
tres across the country are sold
in certain drug stores at Mitford
medicine market in the city.

At least a dozen small and
b}g drug stores on the first floor
of a three-storey building at
Mitford — 212 Medicine Market
— were seen buying and selling
these medicines.

"This is where all the 'deal-
ers in pilfered drugs' come to
sell those. There are some idén-
tified ‘dealers' through whom
we buy those medicines. None
other than th='"  ~rs' can sell
the stolen drugs,” a salesman
told this correspondent during
his visit to the market.

Another salesman said, "The
drugs come in bulks. They in-

By Naimul Haq

clude syrup, vials of injections,
packets of different tablets and
capsules.”

Fridays and Saturdays are
the 'main days for our trading'
he said but could not specify the
reasons.

Initially he refused to name
the hospitals from where the
medicines come, but on insis-
tence he admitted that Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, Mit-
ford Hospital, National Insti-
tute of Cardio Vascular Diseases
(NICVD) were the main sources
of supply.

'Stolen medicines are also
brought to this market from
Chittagong, Khulna, Barisal,
Dinajpur, Comilla, My-
mensingh and some other re-
gions," an elderly salesman

said. "The transaction per
month is mare than Tk five
lakh.”

Asked who are the buyers of
these medicines, a salesmen at
another store said, "Most of the
drugs are purchased by drug
stores in the rural areas. The
number of local customers is
very small."

Government hospitals and
health centres get medicine
supply from Essential Drugs
Company Limited, better
known as EDCL. The company
has two factories, one at Tej-
gaon in the capital and the
other in Bogra.

All EDCL drugs carry labels
that read, 'buying and selling is
punishable by law'. But dishon-

See Page 12 Col 1

;’Open market' foz; stolen drugs'
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(Zimbabwe)
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South Africa vs Zimbabwe

WP agitation

programme

By Staff Correspondent

Workers Party yesterday
announced an agitation pro-
gramme beginning on June: 15
to protest government's "mis-
rule” and its failure to resolve
water-power crises and curb
terrorism. . '

The programines were an-
nnunceg by WP general secre-
t Rashed Khan Menon at a
rally in the city organised in
observance of countrywide
"Black Flag Demonstration
Day.” .

The programmes are: sit in
demonstration in all thana
headquarters on June 15, ex-
pressing solidarity with the
movements launched by differ-
ent professional groups on June
28 and padajatra from July 10-
X7 :

Game washed out, resumes today

EDGBASTON, England, May
29: India and hosts England
+ were left locked in a tense, ill-
tempered battle to qualify for
the cricket World Cup second
round as rain halted their group
A match here today, reports
AFP.

England, chasing India’s 232
for eight, recovered from 12 for
two to 73 for three before play
was called off in the 21st over.

Play will resume today. Eng-
land will reach the second
round if they win but an Indian
victory will leave both teams,
as ‘well as Zimbabwe, with six
points.

Two of them will qualify on
run rate behind the South

India, England on
a knife edge

Alricans.

Indian seamer Debashish
Mohanty wrecked England's
start with the wickets of cap-
tain Alec Stewart and Graeme
Hick in three balls.

Mohanty, a last-minute in-
clusion in the Indian World Cup
squad after being omitted from
a provisional short-list, forced
Stewart to edge a catch to sec-
ond slip.-in the fourth over:

The 23-year-old then bowled
Hick off the inside edge.

Tempers began to boil over
soon atter,

Graeme Thorpe was warned
to cool down after reacting an-
grily when Mohanty walked

See Page 12 Col 7

Much before the rains came
India had shot itself in the foot,
by getting only a measly 232 on
the boards. Even Zimbabwe,
raised eyebrows and all that,
got 233 agaipst South Africa
and looked more than good
enough to make a fight of it till

the bitter end.
Having been put in by Eng-

Beyond the boundary

Wheels Within Wheels

By Shakil Kasem

land, India had a fairly decent
start, although Ramesh could

-have been out many times over,

before Mullally put him out of
misery. By then however, India
did manage to put up almost 50
for the opening stand. More im-

rtantly, they saw off the new
gg]l operators as well. Dravid

See Page 12 Col 7
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Ziaur Rahman's
anniversary
of death today

By Staff Correspondent

The 1Bth death annivers
of President Ziaur Rahman will
be observed today.

This da{y in lgﬂl. the valiant
freedom fighter was assassi-
nated at Chittagong Circuit
House by a group of disgruntled
army personnel.

To mark the anniversary.
BNP and its different front or-
ganisations and socio-cultural
organisations have taken u
elaborate programmes in-:ludrf
ing laying wreath, Qurankh-
wani, mi mahfil, destitute
feeding, discussions, photo
exhibition, blood donation and
mourning procession.

Meanwhile, a 12-day pro-
gramme to observe the death
anniversary began yesterday.
Similar programmes have also
been taken at all city, district
and thana headquarters. BNP
sources*said that different units
of the party abroad have also
taken' up elaborate pro-
grammes.

See Page 12 Col 1

Frozen food export

List of 17 more
COS await
PM'’s approval

By Rafiq Hasan

The government has pre-
ared a new list of 17 [rozen
ood exporters for sending it to

the European Commission for
approval.

The list of companies will be

- sent in two phases, ten in the.

first phase and seven in the sec-
ond phase. The list is awaiting

I Prime Minister’'s approval,
| sources in the fishery ministry

said.

Of the 17 companies; 11 are
located in Khulna, five in Chit-
tagong and only one in Dhaka.

The names of ten companies
to be sent in the first phase are:
Sekai Corporation Ltd, Khulna;
Bangladesh Sea Foods Indus-
tries Ltd, Khulna; National Sea
Food Industries Ltd, Khulna;:
Southern Foods Ltd, Khulna;
Rupali Sea Foods Ltd, Khulna:
New Foods Ltd, Khulna: M U] Sea
Foods Ltd, Khulna; Amam Sea
Foods Ltd Khulna; Menhar Sea
Foods, Chittagong and Interna-
tional Sea Food Ltd, Chit-
tagong.

The rest seven are; Bagerhat
Sea Food Industries Ltd .
Khulna; Modern Sea Food In-
dustries Ltd, Khulna; Shah-
newaz Sea Foods (Pvt) Ltd,
Khulna; Shrimp and Fish Pro-
cessing Plant Ltd, Chittagong:
Frozen Foods Ltd, Chittagong;
snow King Frozen Foods (Pvt)
Ltd Dhaka and Conception Sea
Foods Ltd.

Meanwhile, owners of some
companies in the second list are
lobbying for placing those in
the first list, the sources said.

A total of 27 companies are
exporting frozen fish to the Eu-
ropean Linion countries now.,

The European Cominission
had imposed a ban on frozen
food export from Bangladesh in
October 97, complaining that
the processing plants did not
maintain the European hy-
gienic standard.

The ban was withdrawn in
Febru last year after a moni-
toring found improvement in
the processing system and six
companies were allowed to ex-
port frozen food in the first
phase, Another 21 companies
were given approval for export-
ing frozen food in two phases.

Transport strike
in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, May 29: The
Bus-Truck Bramik Union began
an indefinite transport strike
in the district today protesting
BDR firing on a mob at Jiban-
nagar thana headquarters yes-

terday:
The transport workers
backed by local people yester-

day attacked Jibannagar BDR
checkpost protesting alleged
harassment of some female
assengers of a Kaliganj-bound
us by BDR personnel after they
foun smu%led sugar and mo-
tor s in the bus.
he BDR men chased the
rotesters towards Jibannagar
us-Truck Sramik Union oftice
and clashed with them.
At one stage, they opened fire
on the protesters. leaving 20 in-

jured.
Deputy Commissioner,
Chua a, convened a meeting

of BDR sector commander,
commanding officer of BDR 28
Battalion, leading people of
Chuadanga and Jibannagar and
transport workers' leaders in
his conference room this after-
noon to settle the dispute. The
meeting was continuing till
filing of this report.



