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Freedom of Press

HE Prime Minister's claim of :complete

freedom of the Press during her tenure of office
may not be entirely bourne out. Of course,
Bangladesh has been enjoying more freedom than
it did during the dark days of autocracy and one-
party dictatorship. Speaking at the annual
conference of the Dhaka Union of Journalists at
the Jatiya Press Club the Prime Minister said, "My
government believes in complete freedom of the
press for the success of democracy.” Her
announcement on Wednesday has, however,
strengthened our hopes in commitments towards
democracy and free press. We believe that in the
days ahead there would be a better environment for
journalism free from undue interference and
intimidation.

It will be worthwhile to cite a couple of examples
where digression to free press occurred. The recent
incident of a police officer bullying photojournal-
ists of the newspapers during the half-day hartal
called by the opposition is the latest case in point.
The officer in question claimed he had 'orders to
shoot journalists' but was never contested by the
home ministry and the government has not disso-
ciated itself from the claim of the officer by either
issuing contradictions. In the case of the murder of
the Runner editor at Jessore, who had been un-
masking corruption of local criminals and ad-
ministration in his paper, police simply passed on
the buck.

These incidents were not evidently conducive to
the growth of healthy journalism in the country.
But we strongly believe the Prime Minister has
meant well and she believes in full freedom of the
Press in a democratic society. She ought to know
and her sense of history will tell her that without
ifree press and freedom of expression democracy
cannot flourish in any country, -

New Dawn in CHT

CJSS leader and chairman of the regional

council for the Chittagong Hill Tracts Shantu
Larma has called Thursday's installation cere-
mony the beginning of a new era in the war-rav-
aged, trouble-torn region. It is indeed. More than
two decades of bloody conflict put to rest, now is
the time to get on with the pursuit of peace, and the
responsibility to ensure proper implementation of
the peace accord lies on Larma and his fellow 21
councilors. With the peace process set in motion,
the council must address the lingering differences
among the tribes first. Whether grievances of the
bickering factions are justifiable or not, Larma
and company have to settle the disputes once and
for all. The settlers-dominated Parbattya Gano
Parishad and the breakaway' anti-Larma faction of
the Pahari Chhatra Parishad _[PCP} appear to har-
bour certain misgivings about the PCJSS leader's
intention and doubt the efficacy of the regional
council. Instead of turning a blind eye to their
bickering, the newly-installed interim body must
face them and sort out the differences right away.
Otherwise, grievances of these groups could well
lead to a severe crisis in the region and peace will
once again be at stake.

Equally important is the issue of rehabilitation
of the repatriated refugees. Although taken back
more than a year and officially reported properly
rehabilitated, there are a large section of the
refugees who have not received the assistance they
were promised. Some even have not been given
back the property they once owned. Besides, there
are complaints against inadequate assistance
from the authorities to revive their vocations.
Moreover, detention of some members of the now-
defunct Shantibahini remains a thorny issue and
these cases need to be disposed of sooner than later.,

Things look anything but rosy for the former-
guerrilla-leader-turned-civilian-administrator
and his new colleagues. It is expected, though. The
councillors have been entrusted with the grave re-
sponsibility of paving the path for peace in the
area. Collective effort by the people in the region
under the supervision of the regional council, we
believe, will usher in a ‘new era’ for the CHT, an era
of peace and development.

Mothers’ Status

S AFE Motherhood Day was observed yesterday

with a renewed resolution to halve the
maternal mortality rate by the year 2000, precisely
within 19 months from now. In the current
backdrop of 20,000 moralities every year, this
indeed would be a Herculean task if the advocates
committed to improve mothers' lot look at the
issue merely as a health problem. This paper
editorially suggested positive steps in favour of
mothers-to-be on Tuesday last quoting a Unicef
consultant that reducing maternal mortality is not
just a health issue, but it should be taken up as a
social issue and addressed accordingly.

Mothers at risk lead us to conclude that our atti-
tude is still remote from turning the society into a
‘caring” one in which overall welfare of women is
greeted with spontaneity. The mortality rate itself
indicates that we are still grappling with medical
statistics ,which can merely improve the
“condition” of women, not “position”. Their social
Status is abysmally low in terms of special care
during pregnancy. One must not think that taking
certain specific cares for would-be mothers is do-
ing them a favour; attention during pre- and post-
delivery period is their bill of rights.

Our mother-oriented initiatives have so far been
bracketed to educate only mothers-to-be about
their mental and physical realities. The males are
also important components here who need to be tu-
tored about the issue. Involving the fathers-to-be to
change their mental frame doesn’t require any

complicated medical technology or considerable
investment, |

A little shift in our mindset and setup would goa
Llﬂ".‘ﬂal’ In mitigating the problems.

- When 'Green' is Not Good

"With apﬁmpriate government pa!ici:ea and investments, institutional developfnent and agri-
cultural research, there is no reason why agricultural development cannot simultaneously

- ANY developing'
countries includin
Bangladesh experienc

impressive growth rates in
agriculture in recent decades.
anks to the spread of Modern
Varieties (MVs] of rice that
spearheaded moderate to mas-
sive growih through increased
Frﬂductjvity under a regime of
and constraint. The Green
Revolution as it is called, re-
sulted in self-sufficiency in sta-
ple foods — even though popula-
tion has more than doubled —
and Asia no more remained
threatened by hunger and mass
starvation as it used to be in the
1960s. From the brink of food
deficiency, the countries are
now seemingly on shore with
self-sufficiency in food produc-
tion. '

The marvellous achieve-
ments, however, gave rise to
many questions worthy of seri-
ous consideration. Most serious
allegation against the rapid
ﬁzlite of agricultural growth is

at too much has been done to
Fruter:t the present but too little
or the future, Despite the suc-
cess displayed by the advent of
the Green Revolution, serious
concerns for the future tend to
hover around three principal
areas and these concerns were
echoed in selected papers pre-
sented in the XXII Conference of
the International Association
of Agricultural Economists.
First, past patterns of agricul-
tural growth were insufficient

or failed to adequately benefit

the poor. In other words, the
growth patterns, geared to the

HIFTING from his
nocturnal tryst of the past
he has started day-

dreaming now. He has been
loudly bragging to his listeners
in public meetings across the
country that the whole nation
was eagerly awaiting his come-
back to power. He claims that
his -.Iatiﬁra Party shall play the
role of the saviour from the pre-
sent mis-rule of the Awami
League. He wants his listeners
to take his lamentation for
having supported Awami
ue, as true. In one breath he
pledges his allegiance to the so-
called 4-party combine and its
‘'oust’ the government pro-
ramme and in the other, he
oresees his half-sliced Jatiya
Party coming back to power in
the next general election, Well,
he doesn’'t however say if Begum
Zia would be a silent onlooker!
By the way, it may be recalled
that the BNP chairperson was
utterly perturbed when reports
were at her hands in Saudi Ara-
bia a couple of months ago that
H M Ershad had publicly depre-
cated rule of women. She called
for a clarification on such a
statement attributed to the
lanky general. At such a point
he immediately recoiled trying
to assuage the wrath of the im-
perious leader of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
In a more recent press confer-
Erce a pressmar put a questiun
to Begum Zia on Ershad's claim
to get back to power. The BNP
leader cleverly replied that it
could be confirmed only after
election.

Nevertheless, it appears that
much doubt has generated stak-
ing consolidation of a common
ofiensive of the four partners.
Inspite of the half-hearted in-
sistence around, the prospect of

contribute to growth, poverty alleviation and environmental sustainability".

needs of increased food produc-
tion, allegedly, have become
‘heaven' for the rich and 'hell
for the poor so much so that in-
come inegi.ﬁl.lit},ir increased over
time and malnutrition and
hunger still haunt many coun-
tries. Second, increase in agri-
cultural productivity needs to
be sustained in the wake of pop-
ulation growth and rising per-
capita income. Disconcertingly,
however, empirical evidences
point to a decreasing trend in

yield growth rates and limited
prospects for further ansion
of cropped and irrigated areas.

Third, (most importantly) the
so-called 'Green' has not been so
good since past agricultural
growth that caused the revolu-
tion sparked-off serious envi-
ronmental hazards. These en-
vironmental problems, if not
checked, could kill future
growth potential as well as im-

ose heavy costs in terms of

ealth and environment at the
national and international
levels.

In this context, let us at-
tempt to identify the types of
environmental problems asso-
ciated with agriculture. One
needs only to recollect that the

seemin%l}r successful break-
throughs in productivity
mostly took place in more

favoured agro-ecological zones
with better infrastructural fa-
cilities for the supply of the fac-

Of Day-Dre

tors of Green Revolution (e.g.
fertilizer, irrigation, pesticides
etc). Allegedly, there has been
over-use of these modern inputs
— attributed to mismanagement
— to worsen environmental
roblems. Thus, favoured eco-
ogical zones with government
policy patronages intensified
production efforts and the de-
gree of intensification depended
on the availability of those
modern inputs. Lack of knowl-

edge on the optimal doses of,

forestation went to destroy en-
vironment. Thus, both favoured
and non-favoured areas con-
tributed to environmental
problems from the point of two
separate considerations.
Forestry and Fisheries are said
to be the victims of the so-called
Green Revolution apparenglﬁ'
referring to the notion that
Green are not always Good!
Admitting all such costs, we
should explore the possibilities
and paths to stem the rots. The
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say, fertilizer and pesticides
greased the over-use and envi-
ronmental degradation. On the
other side of the fence, lay the
neFlected areas which lacked

policy patronage to intensify
agricultural production. These
unfortunately 'backward' areas
failed to embrace modern tech-
nology. But their population
growth continued to worsen
poverty and hunger related sit-
uation and thus drove them to
expand cultivation into less
favoured — but environmen-
tally fragile — areas (e.g. forests,
hillsides and wetlands ete). De-

past polices of agricultural
growth were mostly based on
the general notion that "neces-
sity knows no law". People were
starving, famine was knocking
at the door at regular intervals,

" budget constraints on food im-

gurts etc stood as stumbling
lock to consideration of envi-
ronmental factors. That Green
Revolution could be so disas-
trous for environment had not
hit the minds even of the
"Greeners” in early 1960s. How-
ever, as it appears today, con-
tinued agricultural growth
could be a "necessity" — not an

aming and Wild Co

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

option — for most developing
countries. The continuation
would hinge mostly on the
adoption of a sustainable
growth path that takes proper
care of the underlying natural
resource base. Growth must be
equitable to contribute to the
alleviation of poverty and food
insecurity.

The pertinent question is
whether growth, poverty allevi-
ation and environmental sus-
tainability could be comple-
mentary. In fact, the 'trickle-
down' theory of growth or
"growth-first” metaphor is

based on the assumption that
the above mentioned three
goals are mutually exclusive
events to preclude their occur-
rences simultaneously. It is,
however, true that they are not
necessarily complementary
and their simultaneous
achievements cannot be taken
for granted. But we should try to
ensure a relatively high degree
of complementarity —. rather
than none — so that wth,
poverty reduction and envi-
ronmental sustainability can
work closer and be sympathetic
to each other. We can perhaps
have growth, reduce poverty
and sustain environment if our
agricultural development pol-
icy is (a) broadly based and in-
volves small and medium-sized
farms, (b) market-driven (c)
participatory and decentralized

The formation of another Jatiya Party by the old guard Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury and Anwar
Hossain Manju in the position of Chairman and Secretary General respectively is yet a very
interesting sequence of events making serious inroad in Ershad's party followings.

a summit of the leaders of these
four parties remains an uncer-
tainty. Begum Zia is yet to give
the green signal because she
knows that her party leaders,
particularly the old guards are
divided over the issue. And
away in the district bodies of
BNP the leaders and workers in
many places have already ex-
pressed their consternation at
seeing Ershad in the alliance.
The pro-liberation forces in
BNP on the other hand, find it
extremely difficult to join

‘hands with Jamati Islam. At

this point of time, though al-
most uniforrm in nature, the
four parties are putting up their
rogrammes independently,
e road march of May 16, is a
case for example. However, BNP
or for that matter, Begum Zia
herself is in the lead and despite

the liaison committee she
seems to have been dictating the

terms of every bit of a pro-

gramme.
Generally speaking, Ershad
appears to have received a big:

jolt in the state of his self-com-
placent mind." He pretends to be"
undaunted and even uncon-
cerned. The formation of an-
other Jatiya Party by the old
uard Mizanur Rahman
howdhury and Anwar Hossain
Manju in the position of
Chairman and Secretary Gen-
eral respectively is yet a very
interesting sequence of events
making serious inroad in Er-
shad's party followings. Anwar
Hossain Manju is indeed a great
organizer. The new Jativa Party

has committed j'self to set in a
new political trend aimed at
building the nation through
'honest, collective' endeavours.
It had already a council meeting
in the Paltan which instantly
reversed the Ernss irregularities
Ee etrated by Ershad having

ad no council meeting for
years together. By and large, the
new party has organized district
committees in an absolutely
democratic manner.

Ershad was totally disillu-

sioned in his bid to meet the

eople. In this he wanted per-

aps to test his popularity at
Mathbaria — the stronghold of
Anwar Hossain Manju. He was
welcomed there with black flags
by hundreds of Manju support-
ers. He had Eventuakgr taken po-
lice shelter to hold a public
meeting there on condition that
he would not say a single word
against Manju.

But, at Gaibandha, under

Ejﬂater Rangpur district and

therto said to be Ershad's own
area, he had asvery shocki
experience. Violent protesters
pounded upon his vehicle dam-
aging it and furcln% him to quit
the place hurriedly. His sup-
porters at Netrakona had no
idea when he crossed the area
quietly without being noticed
even. Prior to all these inci-
dents he had to face mob
— evidently supporters of the
new faction of Jatiyva Party led
by Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury and Anwar Hossain
Manju. These supporters. led by
JP MP Jhantu fought pitch bat-

tles in the streets of Rangpur
with Ershad's supporters. It
may be recalled that a few
months ago Ershad threw a
challenge to Jhantu that the
latter would not be able to live
in Rangpur with his family.
Jhantu is very much there in
Rangpur taking good care of the
new party on a solid founda-
tion. He doesn't appear to have
any problem in holding on to
his own citadel founded upon
his personal popularity, Er-
shad's threat is yet to be of any
consequence to him.

At this point, a proud Begum
Khaleda Zia comes on the
screen. Her 'Road March' on
four wheelers from Dhaka to
Panchagar in Dinajpur ended
without any untoward incident
at any place on the way. She ap-
gcared to be very happy to have

een able to make this 'histri-
onic' trip through the Banga-
bandhu Jamuna Bridge. Ini-
tially the government an-

nounced a prohibitory order
sorbidding use of the e for
" the Road h due't rity

reasons. It was however, with-
drawn following assurance
given by BNP leaders to Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim in
a meeting not to hold any meet-
ing on either side of the bridge.
The BNP Chairperson termed
the withdrawal as 'wisdom' of
the government in her first re-
action. Later she said that the
government was 'compelled’ to

- withdraw the order. Well, she

has every right to see it in any
way she deems fit. But when, at

Wrong location

Sir, The name of Dhaka Sta-
dium has been changed to
Bangabandhu Stadium, the
IPGMR has been upgraded to
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-
sity, the Jamuna Bridge is
called Bangabandhu Bridge and
now Osmani Udyan is being
turned into Bangabandhu In-
ternational Conference Centre.

Osmani Udyan is located in
the heart of the city in a con-
gested area of Old Dhaka. The
roads, streets, footpaths and the
surroundings of the premises of
Osmani Udyan are overcrowded
and traffic jammed. The Old
Dhaka can no longer bear the
brunt of over population and
mad rush of vehicular traffic,
In fact Osmani Udyan is not at
all a suitable place for building
a colossal Bangabandhu Inter-
national Conference Centre for
huldin&]the NAM summit in the
year 2001. _

We strongly feel that within
next few years the fate of the
proposed International Confer-
ence Centre would be the same
like Shabistan Cinema Hall at
Armanitola or Lalkuthi at
North Brook Hall Road. The In-
ternational Centre would fail to
meet our future requirements
for holding international con-
ferences due to its bad and de-
fective location,

Why not we build this Con-
ference Centre worth of mil-
lions of dollars in a spacious
and open place like Gazipur,
Savar or at least in old airport
Tejgaon area of Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation Complex
or y Museum.

If our Ministry of Works has

finally decided to go ahead with
the proposed construction %

destroying more than 120

grown up trees let the authori-
ties concerned shift the Central
Jail and the Bangabhaban from
Old Dhaka first and make the
Dhaka City more spacious,
neat, and clean without envi-
ronmental pollution and free
from traffic jam.

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203. .
"Getting Closer to
Tipperary"
Sir, I am more than grateful
. to A R Ahmed (DS, 25 May), for

reading my article "Getting
Closer to Tipperary"' so seri-
ously. I might add a bit too seri-
ously. Mr. Reza-e-Karim and
Mr Raisuddin are two of the
most unsung heroes in our
cricketing heritage. Privately
and publicly over the years,

more than most. I have always
insisted as much. These two
gentlemen, who know me for
over two decades or so, I hope,
would never harbor the thought
that at least, I would be writing
anything to demean their con-
tributions or their stature.

Their services and contribu-
tions to the Bangladesh Cricket
Board have not received the ap-
preciation they deserved. Those
will have to be on record surely.
Unfortunately, "Getting Closeér
to Tipperary” was not meant to
be that forum. The article was
basically about how the crick-
eters came to terms with them-
selves when they played their
first international” match.
There was no attempt to detail
the role of BCB. The article was
about sacrifices the players
made at the time.

There was no attempt also,
to glorify any individual ei-
ther, in that article, If A R
Ahmed may have read between
the lines, there was even an el-
ement of sarcasm ingrained.
However, the fact that A R
Ahmed mentions that Mr
Karim wrote to Robin Marlar
to contact ICC rather than re-
quest ICC directly himself does
indeed prove the point some
‘tadbir” was made. The fact also
that Robin Marlar should write
an article "Whither Cricket In
Bangladesh?" without having
been anywhere near this coun-
try. and that Syed Ashraful
Haq, was in London during that
period, I will of course put down
to sheer "coincidence”, The fact
also that this "non-entity” was
consulted and involved in
niany activities of the Board
without being a member at that
time, and his assistance saught
on more than.one occasion on
matters international, I would
ascribe as "accidental”.

| only bring these up, because
[ agree with A R Ahmed that no
one should distort facts. The
only element in this article 1
am apologetic about, was miss-
ing out on the name of Dipu Rai
Chowdhury, one of the best fast
bowlers we have had. As with
the other issues in the article
here too, there was no malice
intended.

Once again many sincere
thanks to A R Ahmed for pro-
jecting certain facts, which al-
though not particularly ger-
mane to my article, would nev-
ertheless put in proper perspec-
tive, the contributions of cer-
tain individuals, who also with
several others in later years,
have made significant contri-
butions to Bangladesh cricket,
all of whom, I deeply respect

any

and admire.

Shakil Kasem
Dhaka

Failure of a luxury
venture

Sir, According to a press re-
port. (dt 30/4/99) four dogs of
the much talked-about dog
squad in their first drive on
April 29, had frustrated their
handlers by failing to nose out
narcotics ‘at a city slum
where the police conducted a
raid. Such performance of the
Irained-dogs' has also disap-
poitited us because these dogs
were imported from London
Last vear under a Tk 5 crore pro-
ject which sounds a luxury
venture for a poor country like
ours.

Now the question is: why the
dog squad failed to show its ex-
pected performance? It may be
mentioned that the British Po-
lice which are said to be the best
in the world have been effec-

tively using dogs and horses for

various police work. Their op-
erational dogs are well-trained
and naturally non-aggressive.
These dogs can cateh criminals,
track and search for people and
small objects and help with
crowd conlrol. Most of the
British police dogs are Alsa-
fians because this breed can be
well Lrained to take orders [rom
only one master. Usually most
police-dogs live with their
masters or handlers.

I think, Bangladesh Police
authority should take up the
matter with the British Police
to correct the trained dogs’
behaviour towards desired
standard.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhalka-1207.

Rajuk at work

Sir. RAJUK, with the help of
police, has been very religiously
demolishing illegally estab-
lished shops. slums on vacant
I:)lcrls besides roads, lanes and
wylanes for many years. Yet, it
does not find it necessary to
monitor il those shops and
slum dwellers are relocating
themselves in other places of
the same area,

We cite a very good example
of such relocation in one of the

entry lanes from Rd 27 Dhan-

— —— i
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mondi to Lalinatia. [t has been
subjected to RAJUK's bulldozer
for over ten years. Four/five
weeks back the illegal food-
stalls. teashops and paan--
cigarette vendors were evicted
once again from this lane,
Some ol them have already re-
turned again. Surely the evie-
tion in the bylanes of Uttara
Model town will have similar
result.

Why are there no proper
mechanism adopted by UK
to bring a stop to such illegal
act, without harassing people
from Ltime to time? Who is
greasing whose palm?

Zaraazra
Dheilcaa-1207,

the height of her satisfaction or
rather, infatuation about the
success of the road march she
likened the huge onlookers
along the route and attendance
in her meetings at different
places on the way with the
spontaneous congregation of
musullis in the Biswa Ijtema,
one feels inclined to thmli OVEr.

| do not know if her words on
this scoré could be a comple-
ment to the musullis coming to

mparison

and (d) driven by productivity
enhancing technological
change.

There is a view that polic
makers and agricultural devel-
opment experts in 1950s and
1960s were too much preoccu-
pied with 'I's for a%ricultural
growth; Innovation, Infrastruc-
ture, Inputs, Institutions and
Incentives. The 'I's seemn to have
hecllped agricultural growth and
reduction in food deficit but at
the cost of growing inequality
and environmental problems.
The lessons that can be learnt
from the flaws of that era are
that in addition to the five T's
six "equity modifiers" to agri-
cultural growth are also re-
quired. These are, for example:
broad-based agricultural devel-
opment, and reform, invest-
ment in human capital, wom-
en's participation in farming,
participatory development in
rural development and devel-
opment of non-farm activities.

The new priority that
emerged in the 1990s requires

that agricultural growth,
poverty reduction and sustain-
able development can only be

ensured if the "equity modi-
fiers" are included in addition
to the thoughts that prevailed
pervasively in 1950s and 1960s.
"With appropriate government
policies and investments, insti-
tutional development and agri-
cultural research, there is no
reason why agricultural devel-
upmer};t nan:mt simu}}tanenusly
contribute to growth, pove
alleviation a.ru:Fr envirunprgenlt-g
sustainability”.

the Biswa Ijtema or could it be
construed as a debasing com-
parison particularly when we
consider the objective of the
millions of Muslims ]]nlning
the Biswa Ijtema. This holy
congregation, second only to
Hajj, is held to seek divine
mercy from Allah Almighty.
Begum Zia f:erhaps forgot that
her unbridled emotion could
bounce on her. However, she is
indeed capable of uttering in-
consequential words as she did
last year in a meeting at
Manikganj prior to a by-elec-
tion there. How long should she
allow herself to indulge in such
blissful ignorance! It may be a
pertinent point to ponder upon.

B ' iy

: American Know-how

volved in political contests all over the world. They are now

IT seems that more Americaff consultants are getting in-

being hired to bring American know-how to such countries
as Israel (where James Carville and Arthur Finkelstein are at
work) as well as to clients on every continent where elections

are being held,

In some countries that are not as familiar with the demo-

cratic process, problems arise.

Let us say that Jim Florczak has been signed up to handle the

election of

arshal-General Lawrence in

velost-by-the-Sea.

The general tells Jim he's willing to follow any American ad-

vice he can get.

Jim says, "You've got to hit your opponent hard."
The general agrees, "Exactly my thoughts. I'll have him

killed."

"Not that hard." Jim advises. "The elections must be free of

violence,"

The general replies, "I understand. I'll throw him in the dun-

geon on No Hope

Island with hardly any bread and water."

Jim warns, "That is not a democratic solution, particularly
since delegates from 34 countries will be monitoring the elec-
tion. What we have to do is challenge the opposition to a televi-

sion debate."
"We don't have television."

‘That's a good issue. You can ask on the radio why Lovelost-
by-the Sea doesn’'t have television when all your neighbours

do.”

"I don't want my people to watch 'l Love Lucy.”
"OK, but we must start fund-raising immediately. No one in
America ever has an election without money. Let's give a dinner

to celebrate your birthday."

'My birthday is in December." ;

‘June is close enough. We will promise political favours to
anyone who buys more than two tables. If they make a donation
to your numbered Swiss bank account they get to sleep in the
Monsoon Room in the presidential palace."

'T like it. Once I get elected I'll make the other party sorry

they were ever born.”

By arrangement with Los Angeles Time Syndicates and UNB.

World Order in Disequilibrium

The UN systemn has been
hamstrung by the lone super
power, and the latter is trying to
mobilize indolent NATO into
polarised action. in the face of
non-consensus. stands (with
scanty support from the EU:
with the lalter not united
enough to turn the union into
an union).

The gap across the Atlantic
is widening, akin to continen-
tal drift. The UN Security
Council is imagined to be
bugged by Russia and China.
There is no patience for the
veto: once the fluttering flag of
democracy. The super power
has a micro leader under ethnic
minc:rig; control. The jig-saw
puzzle does not fit together.

Russia is trying to divert at-
tention from its internal
eczema into forceful external
stances, however hollow or hal-
low. The physical ailment of
Yeltsin is ﬁke]y to prevail over
his will power. The time has
come for him to retire, either
ﬁrafefully. or under pressure,

is ﬂ%pnnf:nt. the current Rus-
sian Prilne Minister, has not
the mental reserve or the back-
ground support for sustainabil-
ity. in a global political envi-
ronment of disharmony and
distrust, generated by disinte-
grating forces lurking or peep-
ing in different corners of the
world. Since nobody is happy.
the sum total cannot be posi-
tive. .

Banking on democracy
brings no consolation, The
world's largest democracy
(across our border) is suffering

A Husnain

from one-vole crisis; consider-
ing the fact that a general elec-
tion would cost over Rupees six
billion.

NATO's indecisiveness ijn
handling the Kosovo genocide
issue is a severe test of the or-
ganisation's 50th anniversary,
now being de-celebrated in low-
key. NATO suffers from lack of
internal empathy (regardless of
the power arsenal, which of
course can neither feel nor
think).

The apt slogan for the UN is
“The UN is dead. long live UN",
Humanised global institutions
ride and fall with amazing pre-
cision: c'pmgare the League of
Nations and the UN, on both
sides of the World War. One and
Two. Human nature is constant
in its inconstancy (if there is
any consolation from such
cliches). Today civilization is at
the cross-roads, and is under
the threat of being subjected to
re-definition. Why such a moral
issue should crop up today is the
billion dollar question.

Weaknesses coincide and re-
inforce one another, perhaps
for some divine errang (when
its time comes). Take, for ex-
ample, the lack of global lead-
ership we are experiencing to-
day. e uncertainty has fil-
tered clown to smaller countries
inn the Third World, Hope does
not linger, and there is no safe
haven. Leaders can't lead, and
followers do not [ollow.

How to treat conditional
friends., and hidden enemies?

Let us not blame the speed of the
Information Age. It is a tool,

not the decision maker or the

user. We are familiar with the

modern term ‘user-friendly’.

How about user-responsibility?

Today responsibility is divided,
and comes in bits and bytes,

even where mega solutions are

required for the greatest good of
the greatest number. Quantity
and quality are two distinct and
separate concepts. Now, with

fuzzy logic in operation, there is
no reason why quality should

be confused with quantity. It is
a dangerous trend in modern

thinking, and needs to be

watched carefully.

Leaving aside the UN and the
NATO, another apparition has
appeared across the horizon,
ll?ﬁ formidable and menacing
WTO (World Trade Organisa-
tion) based on materialism and
consumerism. Both the latter
terms have neither any impact
nor any meaning for the starv-
ing billions in the Third World,
half of whom live below the
Envﬂrt}r line. Today open mar-

et is high politics; and the
LDCs find it difficult to join or
be left out.

One of the hidden beauties of
democracy is that it leaves one
with background options, What
is life is there were no choice?
The problem facing the mil-
lennium is not technological,
political or economic — it is a
moral issue, What is the incen-
tive for survival? Even survival
has become a bugging issue now.
What is left?
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