14 The Duily Star

Bits & pieces
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batted [irst all three times, but
also remain unbeaten.

England, meanwhile, are
perhaps the luckiest side of the
event so far.

Alec Stewart — who lost all
five tosses in the recent Ashes
series — has won all four of his
World Cup tosses. He has put the
opposition in each time and led
his side to three wins out of
four.

"I've been practising with the
coin,” he says.

BRAVE PUNTER

DARWIN, Australia, May 26
(AFP): Australia's slim chance
of winning the World Cup has
ol stopped one punter risking
10,000 dollars (6,600 US) on
Steve Waugh's team.

A spokesman for Darwin
Allsports said today his staff
were amazed at the bet, which
was made after Australia's odds
blew out to 10 to one following
their loss to Pakistan earlier
this week.

"He stands to win 100,000
dollars from us. but baji;ewe:
reckon its a pretty brave bet,"
spokesman Andrew Penders
said.

After the bet was placed
Australia's odds shortened to 8-
1 while South Africa were still
favourites at 13-10, ahead of
Pakistan at 23-10.

MARSHAL STABLE

BIRMINGHAM, England,
May 26: West Indies coach
Malcolm Marshall is in stable
condition after a major abdom-
inal surgery here, the West
Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
said today, reports AFP.

WICB chiefs said that the
former fast bowling ace was ex-
Fected to stay in hospital for at
east 10 days.

Marshall is ‘'recovering
from his operation and is in a
stable condition,” the WICB
said.

Manager Clive Lloyd will
continue as coach of the West
Indian World Cup squad in
Marshall's absence.

Security call, yet
['rom page 16

is unlikely to introduce emer-

gency legislation to combat

pitch invasions.

A Home Office spokesman
said: "Given the existing legisla-
tive programme, it does not ap-
pear feasible. There is not
enough time in the legislative
programme,”

Australia's captain Steve
Waugh has led the calls for
tough action to be taken and In-
dia captain Mohammad
Azharuddin has warned some-
one could get killed.

World Cup organisers are
holding a meeting on Thursday
with police and cricket ground
safety officers at the Edgbaston
ground where England meet In-
dia in a first round match on
Saturday. Home Office officials
will not attend the meeting.

The British Home Office is
-<sponsible for public order. In

relative terms the incidents are' |

not a major thréat to public or-
der like the numerous incidents
of . hooliganism. which tar-
nished English soccer's reputa-
tion for much of the 1970s and
1980s.

Organisers siressed on
Wednesday that they had been
working on plans for security
for two years and said "investi-
gations were still open" with the
Home Office about legislation.

Waorld Cup evenis manager
Michael Browning said carlier
this week: "We are taking this
very seriously. It is not enough
for the players to be safe; they
have to feel safe as well. Clearly
they don't feel safe at the mo-
ment.”

Birmingham has been cho-
sen as the venue because of its
location in central England,
not because it is hosting the
England-India game. Salely ef-
ficers [rom all the leading
World Cup grounds will be at-
tending.

But there is likely to be an
intense atmosphere at Satur-
day's match as Birmingham
has a high population of cricket
fans of Indian descent. Organis-
ers are not concerned about the
behaviour of fans during games
which has largely been gdood.

Bookies held

CALCUTTA, India, May 26
(Reuters/ Internet): Indian po-
lice have arrested 11 people
over their alleged involvement
in betting on World Cup
matches, officials said on
Wednesday.

Eight peaple were arrested in
Barrackpur, 30 kms from the
eastern city of Calcutta, while
allegedly settling claims for
bets during the group B match
between New Zealand and West
Indies. police said.,

Police seized 14 mobile
phones, two laptop computers,
cash cards, television sets and
16,000 rupees ($375) from them.

"The bookies were earning
millions of rupees from bets
placed in every match in the
World Cup,"” a police official
said.

The official said that they
were alerted by local people who
spoited a group of strangers
with mobile telephones on
Tuesday.

"Mobile phones are very un-
usual for this area." district
magistrate Arun Mishra said.

In New Delhi police arrested
three people on Tuesday for al-
leged betting on cricket matches
and seized nine mobile phones
along with 15,000 rupees of
stake money, news agency Press
Trust of India reported.

Betting is illegal in India,
except on horse racing. Many
Indians bet regularly, often in
large amounts placed on trust.

ost of the business is con-
ducted via telephone and bets
are accepted only from people
introduced by reliable friends.

A police officer in Barrack-
pur said they were investigating
the links of local bookies with
other bookies in Bombay,
Delhi, Madras and Bangalore
and possible links with bigger
operators abroad.

run rate [to two

TOP 10 ODI SCORERS

Score Batsman Against Venue Date

194 S Anwar Pakistan India Madras May 21, 1997
189* V Richards West Indies England Old Trafford May 31, 1984
188* G Kirsten South Africa UAE Rawalpindi Feb 16, 1996
183 S Ganguly India Sri Lanka Taunton May 26, 1999
181 V Richards West Indies Sri Lanka Karachi Oct 13, 1987
175* Kapil Dev India Zimbabwe Trent Bridge June 18, 1983
13 s G Turner New Zealand East Alfrica Edgbaston June 7, 1975
169* D Calaghan South Africa New Zealand Pretoria Dec 11, 1994
169 B Lara West Indies Sri Lanka Sharjah Oct 16, 1995
167+ R Smith England Australia Edgbaston May 21, 1993

RECORD PARTNERSHIPS (Any wicket)

252 S Tendulkar/S Gandgulg,r (India) Sri Lanka Colombo July 7, 1998
318 S /R Dravid (India) Sri Lanka Taunton May 26, 1999
237* R Dravid/S Tendulkar (India) Ken Bristol May 23, 1999
275" M Azharuddin/A Jadeja (India) Zimghwe Cuttack Apr 9, 1998
223 M Azharuddin/A Jadeja (India) Sri Lanka Colombo Aug 17, 1997
154 R Richardson/J Dujon (WI) Pakistan Sharjah Oct 21, 1991
119 T Odoyo /T Suji (Kenya) Zimbabwe Nairobi Oct 16, 1997
119 P Reiflle/S Warne (Australia) South Africa Port Elizabeth Apr 4, 1994
126* Kapil Dev/S Kirtani (India) Zimbabwe Trent Bridge June 18, 1983
106* England Old Trafford May 31, 1984

Computer

incentive!
Sports Reporter

IMART Computer Techno-
logy Limited will give away a
"Gateway" brand computer to

every
scorin
World

Bangladesh batsman
a century in the cricket
up, says a press release.

Calculation curse
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“West Indies will be endeav-
ouring to do the same against
Scotland, although captain

Brian Lara was trying to look at
the Australia game more posi-

livﬁ‘].z;‘ :

"We know that if we win our
last two games we will go
through and we are concentrat-
ing . doing that,” he said.

New .caland, despite their
heavy defeat by Lara's side on
Monday, have a good run rate
and look assured of progress if
they can avoid a disaster
against Pakistan. A narrow de-
feat and then a straightforward
win over Scotland in their final
game will probably be enough
regardless of what happens at
Old Trafford.

England's victory over
Zimbabwe on Tuesday made
them favourites to join South
Africa in the second round — al-
though it is not yet certain.

Zimbabwe, India and Sri
Lanka could be battling it out
for third spot and one of them
could advance with just four
points.

However, if Zimbabwe were
‘to pull off a surprise victory
over their southern African
neighbours in their final game
they would still not be assured
of a place even with six points.

at situation would need
India to beat Sri Lanka and
England — or Sri Lanka to beat
India and Kenya.

Then the top four would all
have six points and would be
split by run rate.

If, in the unlikely event of
any teams having an identical

then the decision is made on
wickets taken per balls bowled. -

Finally, six teams will go
through to the second round (of
course carrying with them only
the points won against fellow-
gualifiers).

And then we will have to go
through the whole thing again
to decide the four semifinalists.

Aussie guns

From page 16

# todim. We feel good about
whal = to comie,

"Even when we lost 1 felt
good about it after the game. We
were none for one chasing 275.
A lot of sides would bhave got
bowled out for a 100 in that sit-
uation.

"To come back and nearly
win showed a lot of character.”
he said, paying tribute io the
batsmen who took Australia to
within 10 runs of victory in a
thrilling matech against Pak-
istan,

Waugh said Australia needed
a quick and decisive victory
over Bangladesh to go into Sun-
day's crunch match against
West Indies with a favourable
rumn rate.

"You don't know what the
equation is going to be until the
last game. If we win as quickly
as we can if we bat second to-
morrow and if we bowl second
we've got to try and knock them
over,” said Wauigh.

"We're just behind the West
Indies (on run rate) so if we win
well tomorrow we should be in
front of them going into the last
game,” he added.

Sport

V Richards/M Holding (W1)

ecimal places) *

— (Compiled by Hasan Masood)

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

LONDON, May 26 (Reuters): World Cup cumulative results and

standings after Tuesday's match:

GR A

May 14 : England beat Sri Lanka by 8 wickets Lord's.
May 15 : South Africa beat India by 4 wickets Hove
Zimbabwe beat Kenya by 5 wickets Taunton.
May 18 : England beat Kenya by 9 wickets Canterbury.
May 19 : South Africa beat Sri Lanka by 89 runs
Northampton.
Zimbabwe beat India by 3 runs Leicester.
May 22 : South Africa beat England by 122 runs The Oval.
Sri Lanka beat Zimbabwe by 4 wickets Worcester.
May 23 India beat Kenya by 94 runs Bristol
May 25 England beat Zimbabwe by seven wickets
Nottingham.
Team P W L T NR Pts Net Run Rate
South Africa 3 3 0 0 0 6 +1.50
England 4 3 1 0 0 6 -0.08
Zimmbabwe & 12 2 D 0 4 -0.24
India 3 1 2 € O 2 +0.66
Sri Lanka 3 1 2 0 8] 2 -0.60
Kenya 4 8 3 B 0 0 -1.43
GROUP B
May 16 : Australia beat Scotland by 6 wickets Worcester.
Pakistan beat West Indies by 27 runs Bristol.
May 17 : New Zealand beat Bangladesh by 6 wickets
Chelmsford.
May 20 : New Zealand beat Australia by 5 wickets Cardiff.
Pakistan beat Scotland by 94 runs Chester-le-Street.
May 21 : West Indies beat Bangladesh by 7 wickets Dublin.
May 23 : Pakistan beat Australia by 10 runs Leeds.
May 24 : West Indies beat New Zealand by 7 wickets
Southampton.
Bangladesh beat Scotland by 22 runs Edinburgh.
Team P W L T NR Pts NetRun rate
Pakistan 3 S 0 0 0 6 +0.84
West Indies 3 2 1 0O O 4 +0.08
New Zealand 3 2 1 0 O 4 +0.42
Australia 3 ] 2 0 0 2 -0.05
Bangladesh 3 1 2 D D 2 -0.38
Scotland 3 0 3 0 O 0 -0.88

BATTING, BOWLING SO FAR

LONDON, May 26 (Reuters): Top batting and bowling perfor-
mances at the cricket World Cup after Tuesday's match between
England and Zimbabwe (*denotes not out):

BATTING
140* — Sachin Tendulkar (India) v Kenya, May 23, Bristol,
104* — Rahul Dravid (India) v Kenya, May 23, Bristol.
97  — Saurav Ganguly (India) v South Africa, May 15, Hove.
9%  — Jacques Kallis (South Africa) v India, May 15, Hove.
88* — Nasser Hussain (England) v Kenya, May 18,
Canterbury,
88 — Alec Stewart (England) v Sri Lanka, May 14, Lord's.
81* — Yousuf Youhana (Pakistan) v Scotland, May 20,
Durham. . |
81 ' — " Inzamamul -Hagqg fPakistan] v Australia, May 23,
3 Leeds. e :
B~ iRoger Twose [New Zealand) v Australia, May 20,
v ol eCardiff: | |
80* — Ridley Jacobs (West Indies) v New Zealand, May 24,
Southampton.
77 — Shivnarine Chanderpaul (West Indies) v Pakistan,
May 16, Bristol.
76 — Darren Lehmann (Australia) v New Zealand, May 20,
Cardiff,
76 — Gavin Hamilton (Scotland) v Pakistan, May 20,
Durham.
73* — Graeme Hick (England) v Sri Lanka. May 14, Lord's.
71 — Steve Tikolo (Kenya) v England, May 18, Canterbury.
69* — Andy Flower (Zimbabwe) v India, May 19, Leicester
68* — Minhajul Abedin (Bangladesh) v Scotland, May 24,
Edinburgh,
67 — Mark Waugh (Australia) v Scotland., May 16,
Worcester.
BOWLING
"4for 17 — Allan Donald [South Africa) v England, May 22,
The Oval.
4for25 — Courtney Walsh (West Indies) v Bangladesh, May
21, Dublin.
4for34 — Darren Gough (England) v Kenya, May 18,
Canterbury.
4for 37 — Mag Mullally (England) v Sri Lanka, May 14,
Lord's.
4for 37 — Geoff Allott (New Zealand) v Australia. May 20,
Cardiff.
4for 37 -~ John Blain (Scotland) v Bangladesh, May 24,
Edinburgh.,
4 for 40 — Egim Akram (Pakistan) v Australia, May 23,
S,
4for42 — Neil Johnson (Zimbabwe) v Kenya, May 15,
Taunton.
4for 56 — Debashish Mohanty (India) v Kenya, May 23,
Bristol.
dfor 11 — Shoaib Akhtar [Pakistan) v Scotland. May 20,
Durham.
3for 19 — Gavin Larsen (New Zealand) v Bangladesh. May
17, Chelmsford.
3for21 — Lance Klusener (South Africa) v Sri Lanka. May
19, Northampton.
3for22 — Henry Olonga (Zimbabwe) v India, May 19,
Leicester.
3for23 — Wasim Akram (Pakistan) v Scotland, May 20,

Durham.

Mullally making a difference
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eyebrows raised when it was de-
cided not to open with him, but
he's certainly enjoying coming
on as first change."

England have used Mullally
in this role in all their four
matches, and it has worked a
dream. Four wickets against Sri
Lanka, now two against Zim-
babwe and he even took two for
28 in the humbling defeat by
South Africa. Only a blank re-
turn against Kenya has let him
down.

But Stewart is still confident
that Mullally can continue to be
d match winner.

He added: "Alan can go for
none lor 80, or pick up plenty of
wickets, Things don't seem to
get to him. Nothing fazes him,
he just enjoys life and enjoys
his cricket."

Zimbabwe skipper Alistair
Campbell added his praise. He
said: "It was not a good toss to
lose with the ball nipping about
and some cloud cover to elp.

"There was nothing we could
do about it, and when you have
someone like Mullally comin
on after the initial spells an
bowling like that, you know you
are going to be in trouble.

"The way the conditions
changed in the afternoon, we
would have needed to have got
250 to have a lead that we could
defend.

"Games in this tournament
are turning into, win the toss

win the game, because in condi-
tions like this it is always tough
early on. It's nothing to do with
inept batting. you can easily be
90 for five having been able to
do nothing about it.

"Teams are able to recover
because people are not playing a
speciality fifth batsmen and
you can make uB a bit in those
10 overs bowled by the player or
players filling in."

Stewart, though, was more
than happy with the way Adam
Hollioake and Andrew Flintoff
took on the task of bowling the
10 overs as the "fifth" bowler.

Said Stewart: "They did fine.
I have no problems with the
way they stick at it. Between
them they conceded less than 50
runs which I am not too disap-
pointed about."”

And Stewart admitted that
England had been fired up by
the pre-match taunts from
Zimbabwe, who had won five of
the previous six one day games
between the countries.

Stewart said: "We won it and
we won it easily. We will not
start making big predictions,
we will let our cricket do our
talking.

"We read a lot about what
they thought about us, we were
supposed to be the underdogs.
That certainly made interesting
reading in the dressing room
before the game.

"It was convincing, particu-

larly after they had done a lot of
talking about us beforehand.”

Both captains again under-
lined the problems of pitch in-
vasions, highlighted by several
skippers including Australia's
Steve Waugh.

Campbell said: "] echo what
Steve Waugh said. Players'
safety is of paramount impor-
tance and there is the need for
Imore security.

‘It may be a long process. But
if people are fined or given life
bans from grounds, things will
change.

“If there are 100 security
guards out on the pitch, they
should all grab one person of
the hundreds who run on after
%ames‘ Then if they are all

eavily fined or banned, il will
start to deter people from com-
ing on,"”

Stewart added: "Nobody has
been hurt yet, but you never
know what can happen.

"All captains were promised
that safety would be vital, I
think that needs reviewing
again.”

Meanwhile, England now go
to Edgbaston on Saturday to
face India on Saturday all but
certain of a final six spot.

Stewart added: "It's going to
be a very tough game against a
side who will have plenty of
support there. But we are confi-

dent that we can beat anyone
now."

Lara will be

watching
Yorke

LONDON, May 26: West
Indies cricket captain Brian
Lara is plumping for his close
friend Dwight Yorke to earn
Manchester United the
European Cup trophy in
Barcelona lcmi%(hl, reports AFP.

Lara will take time off from
his side's World Cup campaign
to watch Yorke and co bid to [ift
the trophy for the first time in
31 years against Bayern
Munich at the Nou Camp sta-
dium.

Lara had originally hoped to
fly out to the Catalonian capital
to watch the United striker
whom he grew up with on the
beaches back in Trinidad.

With the Windies having a
vital match against Scotland
on Thursday, that is not feasi-
ble and Lara will, like millions
of others, settle for watching
the match on television.

But he is confident that 29-
goal Yorke will produce the

oods — and then Lara would

early love to complete a
Caribbean double by leading the
West Indies to success in crick-
et’s premier one-day competi-
tion.

Lara said: 'l won't be able to
really relax when watching the
game because we have a big
match the next day against
Scotland.

"But I am looking forward to
a Manchester United win — and
after Dwight scores the winning
goal we've got to go out and beat
the Scots.

'l really hope that Dwight
plays well — and in him United
have one of the best footballers
in the world plus another in
David Beckham.

‘I think Dwight can play a
huge part and, having seen
United play, they are capable of
taking on the best and beating
them. ;

‘My money will be on them
today. I shalln't be speakjnfg to
Dwight again before the final
but he knows I will be there in
spirit.”

Atherton
VOWS to
return

LONDON, May 26 : Former
England captain Mike Ather-
ton, forced to withdraw from
the World Cup when his long-
term back injury flared up,
hopes to be back playing again
within two weeks, reports AFP.

The opener's deteriorating
back condition had led to specu-
lation that the career of Eng-
land's most succcesful batsman
in the 1990s may be over pre-
maturely.

But far from contemplating
retirement, the Lancashire

*batsman is aiming to book his

place’on England’'s winter tour
of South Africa. 7, . .

“I'm having regular physio-
therapy, running on a treadmill
and exercising to strengthen the
muscles around my back. I'm
totally pain-free for the first

time in ages,” he said.

'T'll start with a Lancashire
second XI game. 1 aim to score
enough runs in the second half
of the season to be selected for
the tour of South Africa.

"A lot of people have written
me ofl but [ aim to prove them
wrong.”

Draws forfuro
com petitions

BARCELONA, May 26: The
draws for next season's
European Cup competitions
will take place in Geneva in
June and July, UEFA said
Wednesday, reports AP.

The draw fer the first and
second qualifying rounds of
both the Champions League and
the UEFA Cup will be on June
30, while the draw for the third
qualifying phase of the
Champions' League will be on
July 23, UEFA spokesman Frits
Alstroem said.

The draws were one of the is-
sues on the agenda at the two-
day UEFA executive comrmittee
inn Barcelona, held to coincide
with Wednesday's Champions'
League final between
Manchester United and Bayern
Munich.

Alstroem said the committee
had also discussed the three
berths for the UEFA Cup to be
awarded to countries topping
the "fair play"” table.

He said Scotland, which tops
Lhe list, would almost certainly
be awarded one more place and
there would be a draw in the
coming weeks for the other two
places among eight nations:
England, Norway, Ukraine,
Finland, Estonia, Denmark,
Sweden and Germany.

Alstroem said the UEFA
committee had also discussed
the future structure of the body
as the game as the competitions
get bigger and more money is
involved. He said officials also
reviewed relations with the
European Union and the issue
ol restrictions on numbers of
foreign players in domestic
leagues.

There were no reports of any
new policy developments on
those issues.

In a statement, UEFA said it
also dealt with the World Club
Championship and the
Confederations'’ Cup.
Confirming its willingness (o
cooperate, UEFA said it would
invite one club — the winner of
Wednesday's final — to take part
in the club championship in
January 2000 but reiterated
that "there was no permanent
commitment to entering teams
for the competition.”

The statement added that
Germany would represent
Europe in the July 28-Aug 8
Confederations Cup in Mexico
but that a European side will
only enter the competition once
every four years.

DHAKA THURSDAY, MAY 27, 1999

‘G’ trouble for Bangladesh
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land match, Greenidge was seen
drinking at the Peking hotel
opposite with friends. He had
claimed to journalists later
that he had ‘walked out’ of the
selection meeting.

At Edinburgh, as elsewhere,
Greenidge watched the match
just as another spectator.
Against Scotland, he was aloof
and detached, and did not
bother going to the dressing
room. He was not advising
players, or encouraging them
with a pat; not even admonish-
ing them for their lapses. To rub
it in, Greenidge did not join the
team celebrations after beating
Scotland.

It is unfortunate, but his ret-
icence at a crucial juncture of
our cricket tells on the lack of
his professional responsibility.
For the handsome amount he is
paid Greenidge's conduct is tan-
tamount to betrayal.

The players have always had
a language problem with the
West Indian. Several Bangla-
desh p]E}AyErS, as would be
obvious, found communicating
in Greenidge's English difficult.
He made it compulsory for
players to speak in English at
team meetings. This could
hardly be expected to work as

. players and officials are used to

communicating normally in
Bangla when talking among
themselves.

Only at Edinburgh did the
board president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury put his foot down
and told the players they could
speak in Bangla, Everyone
agreed the meeting that fol-
lowed was a great success with
large-scale participation of the
players. By contrast, previous
meetings were a one-way tirade.

Why players were not al-
lowed to speak in Bangla and an
interpreter not used for

Greenidge is something that the
board may need to address in
the near future.

But, Greenidge must have

something against Bangla be-
cause on this tour he has
banned B a songs on the bus

when the team is travelling.
You are now in England and
should listen to English songs,’
was his way of elevating team
spirit.

Greenidge once stopped the
team's bus in London at his
daughter's house. As the team
sat in the bus for half-an-hour,
manager Tanveer Muzhar Is-
lam asked the driver to change
the English music and put on
something Bangla. The driver
said he had no orders from
Greenidge. On Tanveer's insis-
tence, Bangla music was put on.
But, on his return, Greenidge
switched the music to English.

In the beginning of the tour
in April, after a practice ses-
sion, he asked the players to
join him to see a movie. The
players were hungry and
wanted to go for dinner. The
team management asked the
coach to leave the driver after
he had been dropped at the cin-
ema hall, but the West Indian
said, ‘The driver will also see
the movie'. The team spent 100

unds on taxi fare to go and
ave dinner, while Greenidge
had the bus at the cinema,

Once he refused to go to join
the team at a London reception
and sat out the whole pro-
gramme in the team's bus. It
was unusual because Greenidge
had joined two previous such
receptions and also another
hosted by a Bangladeshi at Ed-
inburgh,

Such insulting behaviour
can hurt the morale of any
player. And, above all, a good
coach should know that, said a
member of the team manage-

ment,

Greenidge has refused to give
press interviews despite re-
quests of the manager,

The team management con-
siders this a violation of his
conscientious obligation as the
coach of the national team.

Before the match against
West Indies, Greenidge raised
the question of match money
and prize money. Twelve play-
ers are provided with match
money as per BCB tradition and
rules. Greenidge inquired, ‘Why
are all fifteen not being paid?
At the same meeting, he also
asked when would the prize
money (three thousand dollars
per match for the losing side) be
paid to the players. A high BCB
executive present argued that
the total prize money would be
fifteen thousand dollars if we
lost all the five matches.

‘We do not need that player
who cannot afford to wait for
that amount,” he said. Such
queries by Greenidge were creat-
ing an unnecessary gap between
the board and the players,
commented a top batsman, re-
questing anonymity.

Besides, his performance at
the press conference after the
win against Scotland on Mon-
day was considered outrageous
by those attending. Instead of
toeing the official line of the
BCB as an employee, Greenidge
said that Bangladesh lacked the
ability and the structure to be-
come a Test nation. It was un-
called for on that day for the
Caribbean to mention to the
press that he wanted to build a
team for the next ten years,
while ‘they’ wanted a team for
this World Cup.

Greenidge was not available
for comments when this corre-
spondent tried to vontact him.
In fact he is not talking to any
Bangladeshi journalist.

Stage set for

From page 13

match under no pressure, hav-
ing defeated Scotland - the only
match they realistically had a
chance of winning in this tour-
nament,

Captain Aminul [slam said:
"When we arrived here we beat
Essex and Middlesex, then lost
to New Zealand and West Indies.
Now we have beaten Scotland
and we've played well on every
occasion.

"We're improving day by day
and these are the matches we're
looking forward to. Australia
are one of the best teams in the
world and it's going to be in-
credibly tough to beat them.

"But we're not looking at this
compeltition in terms of win-
ning and losing: we just want to
prove to everybody that we're a
good side and we're improving."

Ty

* The*teams have ingt once in ODI's during the Australasia Cup

The Bangladeshis were
likely to stick to the same XI
that played against Scotland. *
We don't want to change the
winning combination”, added
Aminul .

SQUADS

AUSTRALIA (Probables) :
Mark Waugh, Adam Gilchrist,
Ricky Ponting. Darren
Lehmann, Steve Waugh,
Michael Bevan, Damien Mar-
tin, Brendon Julian, Shane
Warne, Adam Dale, Glenn Mec-
Grath

BANGLADESH (Probables) :
Mehrab Hossain, Khaled Mas-
hood, Akram Khan, Aminul Is-
lam, Faruque Ahmed, Minhazul
Abedin, Naimur Rahman,

Khaled Mahmud, Enamul
Haque, Hasibul Hossain, Mon-
jurul Islam.

tournament in Sharjah in 1990. Australia won that match by

seven wickets.

Players to watch
Australia : Mark Waugh. The classy opener has not scored
loo many runs in the tournament. But with over six thosand
runs in one dayers, the junior Waugh is surely the player to look

out for.

Bangladesh : Naimur Rahman. His gutsy batting in all the
matches has caught the imagination of fans and critics. A
predominantly onside player, Naimur has shown great matu-

rity in his approach till date.

Venue
Riverside at Chester-Le-Street is Durham'’s home ground.
The venue, a relatively new one, has hosted county
championship matches since 1995, Capacity ; 6,800.

IOC impressed
with Greece

ATHENS, May 26: Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(IOC) President Juan Antonio
Samaranch said on Tuesday he
was happé Greece had secured
the 2004 Games and could now

afford to pay for them, reports
Reuters.

"The 10C is especially
leased that it chose Greece to
e Lhe host of the 2004 Games.

Your economy is now able to af-
ford the cost of an Olympiad,”
Samaranch told reporters.

Samaranch was the guest of
honour at the opening of the
new Greek Olympic Committee
headquarters, a marble build-
ing overlooking Athen's 85,000
Olympic Stadium which will be
the main venue of the 2004

G]yyrlgics.
"These Games must the best
ever. We have full confidence in
the organising committee and
the government wakits these
(ames to be a 'success.”
Samaranch said. :
OrganiSers estimate that the
Games will cosl Athens some
1.7 billion dollars.

A number of local Olympic
officials have expressed con-
cern that the country could go
deeply into debt finding the
necessary funds. There are also
worries about delays to work on
infrastructure for the Olympics.

"We don't have a minute to
lose in the next five years,"
Prine Minister Costas Simitis
said. "We need to work hard be-
cause this is a very important
national goal."
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RED ARMY ARRIVE: Supporters
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of Manchester United march through t
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he streets of

Barcelona ahead of the European Cup final against Bayern Munich on May 25.

— AFP photo
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS invitee? neighbor 10 Canal y
1 Lecture 37 Pah-pah 55 Secret zone? 1
hall VIP preceder ingredient, 11 Dimen-
5 Audition 38 “Whiffen- maybe sion 20
goal poof’ 56 Model 20 "Scram!”
9 Fellows word Mac- 22 Preamble 24
12 Calm 39 Tackle a pherson 24 Actress
before the hurdle DOWN Davis <8 29 190
storm 42 Goller 1 Land map 25 1978 el
13 Satan’s Emie 2 Discourte-  Steely e =
specialty 44 Eccentric- ous Dan hit 7 13 T3
14 Onassis ity 3 Pearl 26 Miss.
15 “An apple 48 Greek H Buck neighbor 37 38
—_— 49 Vivacity heroine 27 — Aviv
16 Star of 50 Concep- 4 Escape 29 Blood 38 (40 |41 a3 143 44 |45 |46 |4
1962's tion 5 Meal group
“Cape 51 —Diego 6 “Awailing letters 48 49 50
Fear" 52 Culture reply” 30 Non-pro?
17 Gossip medium 7 Defeated 31 Ram's 1 52 53
columnist 53 Drudgery 8 Wapili ma'am =
Smith 54 “Love — 9 Corridor 35 Come oA 3 36
18 Circus . forth
JEniie Solution time: 27 mins. .. TRis Hi CRYPTOQUIP
19 Clumsy [4/O[B S M S HI0I0| 39 witticism
craff Bl tAixizalc| ORainbow Z YWAATYD RFD KTYYZAG
A ClRJE TiRED] PIdBe X FBILN XBY YZQAIG B
word :.5: ”HETHH 41NumernusH 2 K ,H kb H,H L ]\‘T g H_l';'
23 Conceit  [ATL|EJS[O[O[T[HML][U[M| 43 Make-up _ Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD ANY Of Tk
25 Inventor's [BILIAIC/KICIATERMIA|Z[E artist? PLANES FLOWN BY PIT BULLS OFTEN GET INIO
protection HIEIAITEIBIAICIOIN| 45 Pedestal DOGFIGHTS?
2B Vandalize |A|LILIOIW DIE[SIKIMM  occupant Today's Cryptoquip clue: H equals B
32 Vote for |[MIUIEISEEBILIAIC KITIOIP| 46 Simonor  The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
33 Macaroni ;‘ I.I.-I E ﬁ ::’ﬁ E I'E g g Diamond !ctter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
form 5 47 Cabbage will vqual O throughout the puzzle, Single letters, short
34 Aplenty  Yesterday's answer variety  swords and words using an apostrophe give vou clues to
36 Tennis 49 “Phooey!” | \.ating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



