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Plant 100 trees
each, PM's call

fo campaigners

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged those
who opposed the felling of trees
at Osmany Udyan and formed
human chain in protest to plant
100 trees each, BSS.

Addressing the conference of
the DUJ yesterday she said "It
gives me pain when | see that
my good motives are sometimes
criticised for no reason.”

She said there are only 1600
trees at Osmany Udyan, of
which only 400 will be cut for
construction of the Convention
Hall for the NAM summit. She
said the premises can not con-
tain 11,000 trees as claimed.
She said the environmentalists
have opined that the trees in the
Osmany Udayan were not envi-
ronment friendly.

She reiterated her govern-
ment's decision to plant 1,200
trees in place of the 400 trees.
She said during her nearly
three years' stay in the
Ganobhaban she has planted
400 trees there. "My party lead-
ers and workers also plant trees
regularly,” she said.

Referring to the selection of
site, the prime minister said
many areas such as the old
drum factory and the area adja-
cent- to the Old Airport were
considered for the Convention
Hall but later those places were
found unsuitable for the pur-
pose. "I myself saw three de-
signs of the proposed hall and
approved the one which can be
constructed with less felling of
trees,"” she said.

3.2pc growth
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crore,

Of this amount, Tk 7.666
crore came from internal re-
sources while project aid was
Tk 5774 crore and food-based
programme Tk 560 crore. The
revised ADP projects were 1,330
in number.

Main feature of the 1999-
2000 development budget, to be
announced along with the next
national budget, is human re-
source development by means
of rapid spread of education.

Education sector got Tk
1960.31 crore from the devel-
opment budget, which is 14 per
cent of the proposed ADP.

In overall considerations
social sectors have been given
priority in the new ADP with
rural development, education.
health and family welfare,
‘woman and child development,
sports and culture, and rearing
skilled manpower identified as
thrust sectors.

Special thrust has been
given on poverty alleviation
through manpower develop-
n}ml. agriculture and rural up-
lift. i

Transportation, physical
planning, housing infrastruc-
ture development and develop-
ment of labour-intensive sec-
tors will also be given impor-
tance, the mee was told.

The crisis-ridden power sec-
tor has also been given impor-
tance in the proposed develop-
ment Flan. with a total alloca-
tion of Tk 1800 crore or 13 per
cent of the total ADP ear-
marked, including project aid
component of Tk 550 crore.

For development of energy,
gas, oil and mineral resources
Tk 745 crore has been allocated.

Press freedom
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tating,” she said. "Now the elec-
tions will be held on schedule."
she said.

Sheikh Hasina also asked
the Leader of the Opposition to
launch movement with eco-
nomic and social issues. "I have
got a long experience of move-
ments. [ started movement as a
school girl against the Ayub
regime," she said, adding "We
also launched movements
against General Zia and
General Ershad.” She said peo-
ple would not lend their support
to any movement unless they
have a stake in it,

The Prime Minister said
that when the opposition cre-
ated agitation £r electricit
and water, people responded.
‘We were in a bad position over
those issues," she admitted. She
said her government had been
able to génerate additional 700
MW in the past three years, She
said the country would have
2,200 MW of power by the end of

She said during the BNP rule
gas transmission suffered and
many mills did not get gas con-
nection. She said her govern-
ment had to manage 'misdeeds'
of the previous government and
set everything to order.

Referring to the demands of

the journalists, the Prime
Minister said the government
would try to solve their housing
problem: She said that journal-
ists would be able t6 buy flats on
hire-purchase basis. ghe said
plans were also there to give
them plots for housing pur-
poses.
Chaired by DUJ acting pres-
ident Shuva Rahman, the g:nc-
tion was also addressed by State
Minister for Information Prof
Abu Sayeed, BFUJ president
Abul Kalam Azad, BFUJ secre-
tary general Akhtar Ahmed
Khan and DUJ general secre-
tary Azizul Islam Bhuiyan,
Manzurul Ahsan Bulbul con.
ducted the meeting,

Two former presidents — Abdur R
discussions marking the birth ce
pro-Opposition national committ

ahman Biswas and Hussein Muhammad Ershad — listen to
ntenary of Rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam organised by the
ee at Engineers’ Institution auditorium yesterday.

— Star photo by Amran Hossain

) People are fed up
with misrule of

AL govt : Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon her party's youth front ac-
tivists to ﬁct ready for making
any sacrilice for the country,
reports UNB.

She made the call while ad-
dressing Jubo Dal leaders who
called on her in the evening on
the occasion of the release of
Jubo Dal's Dhaka city General
Secretary Giasuddin Chowd-
hury Khokon from jail.

‘People are fed up with the
misrule of Awami League gov-
ernment and they want to get
rid of it," said the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament who
is leading an anti-government
movement.

Begum Zia called upon the
Jubo Dal leaders to work for
gearing up the ongoing anti-
government movement to score
the victory braving arrest, jail
and repression.

Khokon and a central mem-

One dies after
taking liquor

_ By Staff Cﬂrreapur[dent

A businessman died after
taking poisonous liquor in the

cit terday.

}’B—r;?victig was identified as
Dolan Ahmed, 42, son of late
Hg_}_il Mafizuddin of DOHS in
Mahakhali area.

Hospital sources said Dolan
fell sick after taking liquor on
Saturday. He was rushed to the
Chardio Hope Hospital at Gul-
shan. .

Larma
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people in the CHT.

Larma alse criticises his
former 'comrades' in PCP and
other front organisations. ac-
cusing them of trying to foil his
plans for a "new era" for the
CHT pE::lplE in an atmosphere of

t

peace er decades of insur-
gency.

He alleged that some quar-

ters in the government were
propping up the anti-Larma fac-

Businessman
killed in city

By Staff Correspondent

A businessman died al-
lel%edlz,r after falling from the
fifth floor of a commercial
building at Naya Paltan under
Motijheel thana in the city yes-
terday morning.

The businessman was iden-
tified as Tajul Islam, son of
Amanullah of 25/1 East Naya-
tola in the city, ;

Police su that he was
dropped from the 12th floor of
the City Heart Plaza in Moti-
jheel.

They said, he took money
from many people for sending
them abroad and the killing
might be linked with monetary
dealings.

His was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for au-

Egnguly, Dravid

set world record

TAUNTON (England), May
26: India's Rahul Dravid and

Dialogue with
Opposition
soon: Nasim

Home, Post and Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim said in the city
yesterday that he would take
initiatives to talk with the t{g-
position parties, especially the
BNP very soon, reports BSS.

"As Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has entrusted me with
the responsibility to talk with
the opposition parties, so [ will
start talking with them in a d
or two aiming to fix 'method’
and 'process' of the formal dia-
ing.le.“ he told newsmen at his
office.

He said BNP is coming back
from its "destructive" hartal
programme and now started to
say "Polling is the only way to
g0 to power." He said Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
dappreciated BNP's realisation
and urged them to maintain
congenial democratic atmo-
sphere in the country.

Bangladesh
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"There are no injuries in the
team and every one is fully fit,”
said team co-ordinator Dewan
Shafiul Arefin.

Considering the high-profile
reputation of the Aussies.
Bangladesh will bat first if
captain Aminul calls the coin
correctly tomorrow.

“Scoring as many runs
against Australia is our only
lga.rgct at the moment,” said Are-
in

“The Australians are under
some pressure in their bid to
qualify for the Super Six and we
have to see whether we can take
any advantage of that.”

Bangladesh were happy that
Durham was not as cold as Ed-
inburgh or Dublin.

BCB president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury accompanied the
team to Durham from Edin-
burgh on the team coach re-
sponding to requests from the
piayers. The team reached
Durham yesterday afternoon.

Reuters adds ¥rmn Chester-
le-Street: Bangladesh har-
boured few illusions today
about their World Cup chances
against Australia.

‘I'm really hoping we win the

GSS crisis: Report
sent to PMO

By Staff Correspondent

There is still no headway in
resolving crises of the GSS, one
of the largest NGOs of the coun-
;Ir{r. which has been exposed to

€gations of various irregu-
larities on the one hand and
internal feuds on the other.

The rivalry between the
groups, one supporting the
NGO's executive Cﬁp':gtur J%r FR
Mahmood Hassan and the other
opposing him, resulted in sev-
eral rounds of clashes in the
last few weeks. The latest such
clash took place Tuesday that
left a good number of le be-
longing to both the sides in-
jured. Besides, the opposing

groups filed cases against each
other,

Meantime, the NGO Affairs
Bureau that investigated into
the allegations against the
management of the NGO and its
controversial executive director
has sent a set of recommenda-

tions to the Prime Minister's
- Offi

Inshallah, we will

win WC one day,

hopes Hasina

‘Inshallah, Bangladesh will
win the World Cup one day,”
hoped Prime Minister Sh
Hasina while expressing her
happiness u;}gr the ﬂ&-s;h World
Cup vict Bangladesh team
against nécyntland on Monday
last, BSS.

" don't expect that
B adesh cricket team will
clinch the title just now, but
hope one day they will win the
cricket World Cup." said Hasina
while speaking at the Annual
Ei‘at}::lera.lp Meeting of DUJ yester-

She urged the cricketers to
show their best on all fronts of
the arena — bowling, batting
and fielding.

The appeal by the Prime
Minister came a day ahead of
Bangladesh's encounter with
Australia at Durham today and
their last group match against
Pakistan at Northampton on
May 31.

In its recommendations, the
Bureau held Dr Hassan respon-
sible for most of the trouble the
organisation has now been ex-
posed to and suggested his re-
moval from the post. The Bu-
reau recommended that an
‘interim administrator’, ac-
ceptable to all concerned, be ap-
pointed by the government
S001.

The Bureau has also found
the present executive committee
of the GSS to be an “ineffective”
one and recommended that the

committee be dissolved imme- °

diately. The interim ED. if ap-
pointed, would take steps to re-
solve the internecine conflicts
of the o isation and consti-
tute an effective executive body.
Observing that there have
been serious problems with GSS
fund management for the last
few years, the Bureau s

that the ﬁve:mmmt conduct a
fresh audit of the entire funds
the organisation has received

since its inception. It said that

the ADAB (Association of the

Develo inF Agencies in

Bagjglacﬁsh should finance the
udit.

The GSS workers who have
been accusing Dr Hassan of var-
ious malpractice are wai for
the PMO's response to the NGO
Bureau recommendations.

But they said they were wor-
ried because “the other L%:-oup“
was busy lobbying with the
PMO.

CJ makes farewell

call on President

Chief Justice A T M Afzal
made a farewell call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban yesterday
evening, reports UNB.

Justice Afzal will retire with
effect from June 1.

Justice Afzal thanked the
President for his keen interest
1:]1I the overall development of
the

judicial system in
Bangladesh.
President Shahabuddin

praised the long and eventful
judicial career of justice Afzal

India beat Sri Lanka

SKOP strike

passes off
peacefully

By Staff Correspondent

The 24-hour general strike
across the country called
Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) yesterday
passed off peacefully.

No long-distance transports
left the city's Sayedabad and
Gabtali bus terminal till 9:30
p.m. last night. However, some
district buses bound for nearby
districts left the capital d
the strike that began at 6:0
a.m.

SKOP, a conglomerate of 16
federations of workers and em-
ployees unions, called the
strike to press implementa-
tion of its 12-point agreement
with the government.

There was no production at
Adamjee Jute Mills and Latif
Bawani Jute Mills due to the
strike. Some industries in Ha-
jaribagh and Demra industrial
areas also remained closed.

Leaders and activists of
SKOP in the morning brought
out a procession in the city
man immediate me
tation of the a%'mmcnt
SKOP and the government
reached on January 20, 1998. .

The SKDI.;" d!imanda include
enactment of a law paving
for constitution of a "Haﬁm
Minimum Wage Commission "
within six months of signing of
the agreement.

Once formed, the commis-
sion is supposed to fix a
national minimum wage' for
the workers. But nothing has
- SKOP leaders at a brief rally
at Shapla Chattar criticised the .
government for its dilly-dally
in implementing the agree-
ment.

The SKOP leaders threatened
the tgnvemment that they would
go lor a tougher action pro-
gramines.

The rally was also addressed

among other Abdullah Sar-
ker, ul Kader, Abdul Wahed
and Khaliur Rahman.
Package
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to discuss various aspects of
pa programmes.

%esm:d to buy package
programmes from “creative

prolessionals”™ soon after in-

: Saurav Ganguly set a world f th rul
tion led by young turks Prasit s - troduction of the package rules,
Sharif Hosain - both peoad  and Sanchoy with "money o atonals o oin oeday miers | (050 00 vEl bat firet (o aiop S but in reality the rules re.
ity e zmp_ were Dbacking”. The allegation was Dationals of 318 for the second coach Gordon ~ Greenidge From Page voted man of the 1996 tourna- mained only in black and .
ested by police on April 16.  Made after two bom loded ~ Hicket 111-: st Wor C[ SPGTouP | “Theym probably give us a huge | Sy Kirsten's 188 in 1996 ment, was FRnuLwith e vt | wiiile,
'?‘rhl;ﬁ were}i'ggased on Monday Dehind his motorcade when he d sl L A beating.” against the United Arab Emi-  the board. However, BTV took a non-re-
g h Court ord Y was travelling from Khagrach- ay, reports Reuters, But the team was in jubilant rates - when he holed out to long Soon it was 79 for four and fundable Tk 5,000 as fee
upon Hig orders. hari to Rangamati under police The pl:[cw%us rﬁimlt-ad of 2?3 mood after their first group B off with one ball of the innings glﬁ gamedwagﬁ nlerd Araﬁntda de | every package programme to be
_ was se Yy Mohamma to go.- - ilva made Ranatunga eviewed by the committee.
. ﬁ?ﬁﬂ“ Mnnd.:a}f.-But FERde Azharuddin and Ajay J adeja ?n d““f"r Sﬁ?iﬂmci :{EE“ “t e gflis innings lasted 158 balls 42 as the crowd began celebrat- : “Evﬂ]b)ir]] t?‘]e name of cre-
Terrorist shot Gur Ranvamatl Comes Bttt o wickel against | TUSC 0. this noctlveastem. | o it e 17 s o e bog Victory with 20 overs still to | ative programme BTV used to
dead in Ctg dentu%huvgﬁaﬂ:limti D'-'rlrha n?.a; Zlml;:al::w?t::ékthe 1997-98 sea- u%e reaction at home has EEEE . two of wl:lich ?aum out u; bat méco BO buy some sub- standard pro-
! : son in Cu , . the und and at least one o RE ARD ammes from their near and
adds: A new political arena be- Dravid was run out for 145 | Deen fantastic,” said team man- which di
; : : sappeared into the SRI LANEA ar ones, despite the fact that
P Our C gan in the Chittagong Hill when Ganguly was not out 159, | 2ger Tanvir Mazharul Islam as river Tone beﬁ;d the pavilion. g Gk 3 | about 400 Eslfmgrammes of
rom Lur Correspondent  Tracts today when the 21 MEM-  the highest individual score of | the Bangladesh team kicked a Dravid's innings ended in a RJWWMMMMI: R 7 | skilled and professional pack-
_ bers of the interim Regional 1999 World Cup. football around in cloudy con- run-out in the 46th over and  m Atapatny bwh 29 | age producers had been waiti
CHITTAGONG. May 26: One Council submitted their joining .| ditions at the Riverside Ground. took 129 balls. with 17 fours : f it
of the top terrorists in the city letters to its Chairman JB- OCCidental Chjef Islam said Australia, who a‘;’]"ﬁ e N ﬁlie&hraﬂ:whm t'f igﬁﬂﬁip;ggﬁa; r;:l:gwrhmsie
and reportedly a Shibir cadre Larma. are in real danger of missin dyawardena Kumble '
was shot dead by some armed They submitted their joining ST out on the sec:m%d stage of the It was a chanceless knock A Ranahunga b Singh 42 | producer who also preferred not
: ; ge 1 until he began hitting out. By R Mahanama run out 32 | to be identified.
puscreants at Madunaghat un-  letters along with permanent : tournament, should beware of hen. S Lank hell- -
der Hathazari thana last night.  residence certificates at 11 am.  SOurces said. : over-confidence. then, % Nl o sue € Vaas c Ramesh b Singh 1 When the package pro-
The victim Mohibul alias The first meeting of the RC Occidental's Emtﬂlws- who "In our first three matches | Shocked that they Elmpped him  E Upashantha ¢ Azharuddin grammes aimed at improving
Khuku Moni was at his sister's  will be held on June 3, Ru ayann ~ Were not aware of the deal till it | oy batting has failed totally | '€ times in the final overs. b Singh 5 | the quality of television pro-
residence in Madunaghat area  Dewan, a member of RC and  Was 13’“"’-'3‘[1 in The Daily Star | and it's about tirme we reached india lost a string of wickets  p Wickremasinghe not out 2 | srammes and promoting alter-
during the incident. senior leader of PCJSS, said af-  Yesterday, were very concerned | 9139 or 240. We want to take the | Il the slog overs but, by then the Muralitharan ¢ Tendulkar b | native TV programmes. a sec-
& ¢ board. L€ a close-door meeting at the - ©OVer éh‘" developments in this fight to the Aussies tomorrow ;:Iallnage had beehﬂwnldungl.]parutéu- Singh 1 tin:r11 of Uﬂﬁﬂfﬂpulﬂllﬁfm Uiitl]-
_ group ol miscreants *  RC office. regard. d oi 2 arly to pace er Chaminda Extras (b4, Ib-12, w-8, nb-7) 31 | cials aired some of “trash"
ing a microbus reached there at éhfrman of three hill dis- The sources further said that | o) ﬁ]ﬁﬂﬁ:aﬂm?ﬁa?e fgg:t Vaas. who ended with one for 84  Total (423 overs) : 216 | dubbed programmes for “pro-
around 11-30 pm and entered trict councils of Rangamati, Occidental was minimising its Scotland in Edinburgh by 22 | °off 10 overs. Sanath Jaya- Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-23, 3- | motion of the state language”,
the house forcibly. They Bandarban and Khagrachhari OPerations in Asia and concen. runs, Islam said afll:-uunder suriyas three overs of left arm 74, 4-79. 5-147, 6-181, 7-187. 8- | he said.
dragged Mohibul out of the il be present in the June 3  trating more in South America. Naimur Rahman had suffered spin went for 37. 203, 9-204 When contacted one %m'
Elﬂagif Hind{liedaélrﬂ;héﬂsm tpmnt meeting. They are ex-official At ﬂ'iﬂ gs.ame ﬁﬁﬂh‘gﬂﬂﬂﬂl i?aiilﬂ' an ankle injury and might not In the context, right-arm pomiing ? l:} 3:1; Wl' gr ﬂéﬂ{llif Fl:ﬂufﬂf of the BTV
2 : : mmembers of RC. cussing more a, spec make the Australi 1 e bowler Pramodaya Wick- rina sdld, "It was no
Police said Mohibul was Meanwhile. the Parbattya In Bangladesh, where it has al- Eiahiial:s Huz;;iﬂrtlﬂh who ?:;asig‘gyherwas vic:e—t{ght. with Prasad 8 0 41 0 possible to hold the meeting
wanted in a number of criminal Gano Parishad staged a rally at ready been awarded Block 7 and scored a career-best 95 égamst three for 65 off 10. Mohanty a9 0 31 1 | of the appeal committee due to
cases, including a triple murder Reserve Bazar today to drum up promised Shahbazpur gas field Kenya in Febru this vear. or Sri Lanka's innings began Kumble 8 0 27 1 | unavailability of the committee
case in Bahadderhat CDA Resi- support for their tomorrow's in Bhola under the Western Re- eeyamur Rashid coul stef; in | badly when Jayasuriya, yet to G % 5 0 37 0| members and indisposition of
dential Area. hartal. gion Integrated Project. to replace Rahman. fire in the World Cup after being S 93 0 31 5 | the chairman.

Now you can make your reservations with Emirates,
seven days a week in Dhaka. Besides usual working

staft will be available on Telephone # 9563823, 9563824 between 9 am

&

Emirates

the award-winning airline
hours Saturday through Thursday, on Fridays our reservation

and 1 pm.

BE GOOD TO YOURSELF, FLY EMIRATES

1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 86677 1,



