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One shot dead
in city |
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was shot dead
in a crossfire when two rival
groups clashed at Kazipara un-
der Mirpur thana in the city
yesterday morning.

The dead was identified as
Abul Hossain, 35, son of Azhar
Hossain. He was a caretaker of a
house at West Kazipara.

Police said Abul Hossain
sustained bullet injuries in his
chest while Jahangir Group and
Jewel Group were locked in a
clash at Kazipara at about 10
am over establishing
supremacy in the area.

Huge crackers were exploded
during the clash.

.caders of Package
Forum submit

memo to minister

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Package Fo-
rum yesterday submitted a
memorandum to the State
Minister for Information Prof
Abu Sayeed demanding imple-
mentation of their nine-point
demand including inception of
transmission of package pro-
grammes on Bangladesh Tele-
vision (BTV) during peak hours.

Joint convenors of the Fo-
rumm Badal Rahman and Ma-
munur Rashid along with other
leaders handed the memoran-
dum to the minister at his of-
fice.

The minister assured them
of considering their demands.

Meanwhile, leaders of
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote,
Bangladesh Group Theatre Fed-
eration and Sangeet Shilpi
Parishad at a meeting on Mon-
day expressed solidarity with
the programmes of Package Fo-
rum,

Package Forum is a platform
of producers, artistes and tech-
nical persons of BTV's package
prograimines,

Top of agenda
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ing pressure” from the party
rank and file to take "immedi-
ate action” against him, the
sources said,

In another development, AL
leaders from Tangail, home dis-
trict of Siddiqui, have sought
an audience with party presi-
dent and Prime Minister
sheikh Hasina to discuss the
issue which, they say, is damag-
ing the party's public image,
However, they were yet to get an
appointment till yesterday.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, some AL leaders 5aid it
was a "pressing need” to take
action against Siddiqui. "The
sooner, the better”, one of them
said.

Some party leaders prefer a
‘stopgap action” like serving a
notice on him while others say
"expulsion is appropriate"” for a
man who discredited the party
and did not spare even the party
chief while making "unbal-
anced remarks”.

Kader Siddiqui, who until
recently was enjoying a special
clout in the party for his role in
the Liberation War, came under
severe criticism after his sud-
den meeting with BNP chief and
Leader ol the Opposition in par-
liament Begum Khaleda Zia on
the occasion of the last Eid.

While making freedom
lighters welfare a core issue,
oiddigui is also raising ques-
lions about the assets of the
Prime Minister, her Cabinet
colleagues and their relatives,

On the other hand, a minis-
ler, a party central leader and
some former leaders of AL's
student front are questioning
the legality of "huge property”
accumulated by Siddiqui and
two of his younger brothers
over the years.

Tangail district unit of AL
has already demanded a probe
into the assets of Siddiqui.

In statement on Monday, AL
Publicity Secretary Abdul

Mannan criticised Siddiqui for
demanding a statement on as-

sets of the Prime Minister and
her relatives. Mannan also
raised questions about assets of
Siddiqui in Dhaka and in Tan-

ail.
g PM thanks
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fair elections.

She urged the opposition
leader to work for the people as
they were the supreme author-
ity to decide who would govern
them,

sheikh Hasina said her gov-
ernment has achieved successes
in resolving the Ganges water
sharing problem with India and
the Chittagong Hill Tracts is-
sue.

The Prime Minister said
that the Hill Tracts is no more
disintegrated with rest of the
country after the signing of the
peace accord. She said the o
sition did not praise the gov-
ernment efforts. Rather the op-
position leader had said that
arcas from Feni to the Hill
Tracts would become part of
India.

Sheikh Hasina said that the
Hill Tracts is no more a trou-
bled area and anyone has a free.
access there now, She also
wanted to know whether Begum
Zia goes to Feni with a passport.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina ufferig mu_néjat after inaug'ul;ating the construction of 300
—PID photo

MW Haripur Power Project yesterday.

Haripur power plant construction begins

Power sector 1s the

priority, says PM

By Nazmul Ashraf, back from Haripur

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that her
government had prioritised the
power sector as it was the
“primary base of all infrastruc-
ture development” in the coun-
try.
“"We don't lack quality man-
power, nor do we lack natural
resources. What we lack are
proper management of the re-
sources and necessary infras-
tructure,” she told a ceremon
to begin the construction wor

of the country’'s biggest private :

power plant project at Haripur
in Narayanganj.

"Therefore, a major goal of
my government is fo develop
appropriate infrastructure so
that the people can build their
future,” she said.

The USS 200 million land-
based 360-megawatt plant is be-
ing constructed by AES Corpo-
ration, a US-based global power
company which will own and
operate it,, The plant is expected
to be commissioned by early
2001.

But the prime minister
would like the plant ready be-
fore the next general elecfions.
which she jokingly referred to
in her speech, prompting laugh-
ter in_ the audience.
Commissioning of the plant is
expected to raise the power gen-
eration capacity in the private
sector to 1200 MW by 2002. she

said.

She said the public sector
plants were expected to produce
another 1000 MW by that time.

Private and public plants to-
gether have added 700 MW of
electricity to the national grid
since Awami League took over
in 1996, the prime minister
said.

Announcing formal com-
mencement of the project
works, the prime minister then
cut a ribbon to unveil the foun-
dation plaque of the project.
She also opened the ground
breaking works and witnessed
construction activity for some-
time.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria, Commerce and Indus-
iries Minister Tofail Ahmed,
Chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Energy Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
State Minister for Energy Prof.
Rafiqul Islam, US envoy John
Holzman and AES President
Dennis Bakke also addressed
the opening ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sheikh Hasina gave a resume of
the steps her three-year-old
government had so far taken to
ease the power situation.

The measures included;
withdrawing duty on import of
power generators, allowing pri-
vate entrepreneurs to set up
small power plants up to 10

MW, segregating power produc-
tion, transmission and distri-
bution to increase efficiency in
management, creating DESCO
and RCP, privatising commer-
cial -electric billing gradually,
disconnecting unauthorised
electric lines. repairing faulty
metres, reducing systems loss
and resolving low-voltage prob-
lem, :

“Too much dependence on
the donor agencies and non-
disbursement of required funds
are making it impossible to set
up new power plants and power
transmission lines.” she said.

She said the present gov-
ernment drew up a private
power policy, which generated
renewed interest among local
and foreign investors.

Sheikh Hasina blamed the
post-1975 governments for lack
of initiatives to respond to the
increasing needs in a planned
and timely manner.

As a result of a short ani
long-term
five-year plan by the Banga-
bandhu government in 1973
the reserve margin of electricity
stood at 401 MW in 1974 while
the production capacity in 1972
was 224 MW against the de-
mand of 182 MW, she recalled.

But the margin had plum-

meted to zero in the following
years,

olicy in the first |
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dchoolboy murdered
over land dispute

By Staff Correspondent

A schoolboy was killed when
assailants hit in his head with
an iron rod in Amin Bazar area
under Savar thana Monday af-
ternoon.

The dead was identified as
Soleman, 13, son of Abdur
Rahim, a resident of Baradeshi
village in Amin Bazar, hospital
sources said. Soleman was a
student of class five of Ba-
radeshi Government Primary
School,

Hospital sources guoting
Anwar Hossain, an uncle of the
dead, said that Soleman was
killed following a dispute over a
piece of land.

The killing took place when
his relatives were attending a
local arbitration on the land at
Baradeshi village at about 4 pm.

AL that time Soleman went
to visit the land where Moja
Mia, his wife and his sister-in-
law attacked him. Moja Mia hit
in his head with the iron rod

and escaped the scene, sources
added.

Chhatak blast
Jagadish’s bail

prayer rejected

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 25:; The Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge of
Sunamganj lktedar Ahmed to-
day rejected the bail prayer of
Sylhet district Jubo League
joint convenor and Ward
Commissioner of Sylhet
Pourashava Jagadish Chandra
Das,

He was arrested on May 10 in
connection with the humg blast
that took place in the house of
ruling party MP Muhibur Rah-
man Manik. The bail prayer
was also rejected by a Magis-
trate's Court on May 17.

Advocate Syed Shamsul Is-
lam moved the bail prayer to-
day while PP Raisuddin op-
posed

There are 26 cases including
five under Explosives Act
ainst Jagadish with Sylhet
5&;d'.auralj thana, a police official
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Gas: Future needs
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were expanding the infrastruc-
ture to develop local market of
gas, maintaining their invest-
ment in Bangladesh in a tight
world market and reducing
their operational costs.

Heaton said Bangladesh had
a big but untapped market. He
also called for revising the ex-
isting contracts to make a win-
win situation for both
Bangladesh and the foreign
companies.

The two Petrobangla offi-
cials said that Bangladesh con-
sumed 38 million cubic feet of
gas a day [(mmcid) in 1970.
which rose to 126 mmefd in
1980, 460 mmcfd in 1990, 640
mmcid in 1995 and around
1050 mmcfd in '99.

This figure would shoot up to
as high as 1450-1700 mmcfd in
2004.

Currently, the country was
producing around 950 mmecid.
This production would increase
to 1300 mmecfd in the coming
years with the addition of new
gas fields. This figure would
remain static till 2005 until
more gas fields come in to oper-
ation,

"The current operational gas
fields would keep a demand-
supply balance up till 2001. Ab-
senice of standby capacity in the
supply side may cause imbal-

MP’s son assaulted

In secretariat
By Staff Correspondent

An opposition MP's son was
allegedly assaulted on the Sec-
retariat premises following a
disagreement over parking of
motor vehicles yesterday after-
noon. police said.

Mahbubul Alam, son of Mo-
hammad Ali, a BNP lawmaker
from Mymensingh, drove into
the Secretariat premises at
around 1 pm. The MP was in-
side the car at that time, police
said.

Ismail, a microbus driver of
the transport pool of the secre-
tariat, got into an argument
with Mahbub when Mahbub be-
gan honking from behind the
microbus near the building
No 6.

Both Ismail and Mahbub got
out of their motor vehicles and
locked in an altercation. At one
stage other drivers of the pool
EEHI Ismail and beat up Mah-

On duty policemen later
brought the situation under
control, police added.

Neither Mohammad Ali, nor
any of his family members
could be contacted about the in-

s cident. :

went:

ance in the gas system after-
wards,” said I%namuddin.

If new gas fields do not come
into operation, there might be a
shortfall of 418 mmcfd gas in
2005, "If GDP
Bangladesh reaches 7 to 8 per
the gas consumption
would be even higher,” Ima-
muddin added.

“Therefore, no matter how
attractive a short-term solutio
(or gas export) may sound; how
can the economy run if we du
not have gas to use after three to
five years?" said Imamuddin
arguing that gas should be con
served for domestic use as per
National Energy Policy.

The two added that the
country now needed a vibrant
and aggressive gas exploration
and consumption policy. New
explorations were needed and
should be done by the private
sector. A great deal of private
invesiment was required in the
downstream gas sector.

Former Petrobangla chair-
man SKM Abdullah endorsing
the views of his former col-
leagues said: Why would anyone
advocate gas exports when 86
per cent of the people were de-
prived of any power connec-
tion?

Prof. Nurul Islam of BUET
said that the per capita gas con-
sumption in Bangladesh in

1997 was only 67 kg of oil
equivalent (KGOE). He said
UNDP recommended a mini-
mum of per capita 1000 KGOE
consumption to quicken devel-
opment.

“In this aspect, Bangladesh
would need 106 TCF of gas in
the next 10 years to meet the
demands of people,” he added.
“If 1 make a conservative calcu-
lation and say that Bangladesh
should attain a per capita en-
ergy consumption of 260 KGOE,
it would still require 28 TCF of
gas.”

He also added that income
from export of 2 TCF gas, as
recommended by the US Am-
bassador, did not seem to be
much promising for the coun-
try’s GDP growth.

Summing up the outcome of
the symposium, Mohammad
Tamim said that significant
additional capital investment
was required for a proper ap-

raisal. He said that the experts
elt a need for a continuous
work on the existing fields, col-
lection of data and analysis of
those.

Tamim said reserve poten-
tials in Bangladesh could be

reater than previously
thought. By using appropriate
technnlnﬁy. the reserve could be
enhanced to

a great degree,

growth of |
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Road accidents
kill 12, -

By Staff Correspondent

Twelve people were killed
and 70 others injured in twao
road accidents in Rajshahi and
Narsin%di yesterday:.

Of them, eight were killed in
Rajshahi and four in Narsingdi.

Our Rajshahi Correspondent
reports : Ei[%ht people were
killed and 40 others injured,
ten of them seriously, when a
minibus and a coach collided at
Kapasia Bazar crossing in

- Matihar Thana on Dhaka-Ra-

jshahi Highway at about 11-30
am yesterday.

Of the dead, four were identi-
fied as Yaad Ali, 60, China, 22,
Bakul, 16 and Ainul, 30. The
identity of four others could not
be known immediately.

Our Narsingdi Correspon-
dent writes: Four people were
killed and 30 others injured in
a road accident at Dakundir
Char on Dhaka-Sylhet High-
way yesterday.

Police and witnesses said,
tlve accident occurred when a
Bhairab Bazar bound truck col-
lided with a passenger bus com-
ing from opposite direction at
around 10 am.

Unocal

From Page 1

sises long-term vision regard-
ing its investment in Asia, be-
lieves that Bangladesh could
play the role of a "hub in an in-
ternational network of pipeline
that begins in Central Asia and
ends in the ASEAN countries.
Unocal also has its presence in
Thailand.

Unocal came to Bangladesh
by negotiating an unsolicited
deal on the Shahbazpur Gas-
field late in 1996,

Later it submitted the con-
troversial Western Region Inte-
grated Project (WRIP) to develop
the Shahbazpur field in Bhola,
set up a regional pié)ﬂljne up to
Khulna-Kushtia and four power
plants.

Despite repeated warnings
from local experts and the
World Bank, the government is
moving ahead to sign this deal
soon.

Unocal has also strength-
ened its position in Bangladesh
by signing an eement — "ar-
eas of Mutual Interest” — with
Shell Oil last month.

Sources and analysts said
that the country's energy sector
has already been polarised by
Shell and Unocal and the origi-
nal stake-holders in this sector
— Cairn and Occidental — are
simplv quitting,
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Kader Siddiqui says

honest

Belligerent Awami League
leader Kader Siddiqui MP has
said that the government is
guided by bureaucrats, not by
the party in power.

"The government is depen-
dent on advice and decision of
the bureaucrats rather than the
party,” he told UNB in an inter-
view at his Mohammadpur res-
idence on Monday.

"People had expected more
dynamism, economic progress
and stability from this gov-
ernment, but it had not been
s0,” he added.

He said Awami League has
been a bit.isolated from its
workers and lost some popular-
ity as it failed to move in con-
sultation with party leaders
and workers.

The AL leader said he does
not feel he has any conflict with
the Prime Minister. "What 1
have said is my honest think-
ing for the betterment of the
country, people and freedom
fighters. 1 want to bring dy-
namism to the

When asked about his de-
mand for disclosure of the
Prime Minister's assets, Sid-
diqui said: "Prime Minister
wanted to take account of my
assets, if she does not do it in a
month, we will take account of
her assets and those of her rela-
tions. Because her statement on
this Foint disgraced me to the
people.”

He said any criticism or dis-
cussion about any action of the
Prime Minister is not tanta-
mount to breaking party disci-
pline.

Asked if his remarks are
challenge to the leadership of
the Prime Minister, he said in a
democracy, such remarks and
statements were made in the
past and would be made in fu-
ture. If all remarks are consid-
ered against the party leader-
ship, the party cannot run
smoothly.

"My statements are aimed at
bringing dynamism in the
party and the government. My
speechés are neither to please or
displease any individual.” he
said.

About his assets in Dhaka
and Tangail, Kader Siddiqui
claimed that he has all valid
documents against his property.
If there is any thing illegal, the
ﬁuvenément can take any step.

e sajc

What I've said is my

When asked about any disci-
plinary action by Awami
League against him, Siddiqui
said, "The party does not belong
to any individual. We have
built up the party for many
years. My contribution to the
party is much more than oth-
ers.

Replying to a question if he
would continue in Awami
League, he said, "This question
is unwarranted at this stage.”

When asked about his cour-
tesy calls on Khaleda and Er-
shad on Eid-ul-Azha day with-
out meeting with his party
chief, he said he had sought ap-
pointment of the Prime Minis-
ter many a time to tell her prob-
lems of his constituency. but
failed.

"On the Eid day, I did not
want to waste her precious time
by .exchanging Eid greetings,”
Siddiqui said.

When asked if he would join
BNP, he said. "I'm not wor
for joining any party. [ will do

olitics with freedom fighters
or the welfare of the country.”

Siddiqui demanded a sepa-
rate ministry to look after the
welfare of the freedom fighters.

Khaleda's Feni
visit postponed

BNP chairperson Begum

Khaleda Zia has postponed her
today's visit to Feni due to

strike called Sramik Karma-
chari Oikya Parishad (SKOP),
reports UNB.

A fresh programme on her

visit to Feni will be announced

shortly, party sources said.
Begum Zia was scheduled to

address three public at

Phushuram, Chhagalnaiya and
Fulgazi,

BNP rally in
city tomorrow

BNP will hold a public meet-
ing at Paltan Maidan tomorrow
in observance of the 'Black
Day," reports UNB.

BNP and its allies will ob-
serve 'Black Day' on Thursday
protesting the taking over the
charge of the CHT Regional
Couneil by Shantu Larma.
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Members of the Bangladesh Teachers Association laid a

city yesterday to press their six-point demand.

—Star photo

JP withdraws

From Page 1

black day — across the country.

JP's announcement created
a commotion in other alliance
partners who went by the

ent reached earlier.

However, the problem was
eventually resolved following
telephonic negotiations be-
tween the liaison committee
leaders and JP eed to with-
draw the call for hartal.

UNB adds: The liaison co-
mmittee of four-party opposi-
tion alliance has decided to
meet on basis to ‘remove
misunderstandings' among the
partners over united pro-
gramines.

Jatiya Party withdrew its
hartal call following a
of the liaison committee last
night and unanimously decided
to observe May 27 as 'black day'.

Kazi Feroz Rashid said har-
tal was called foll a "mis-
communication” among the al-
liance partners.

At its meeting yesterday, the
liaison committee also for-
mally reviewed the May 16-18
road march and decided to dis-
cuss future programmes in their
respective party forum and
come up with proposals for
united programme to be taken
at the Thursday's meeting, the
sources said.

The meeting, held at 29
Minto Road, was attended by M
Shamsul Islam and Anwar Za-
hid of BNP, Quamruzzaman,
Abdul Kader Mollah and
Azharul Islam of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, Kazi Feroz Rashid of
Jatiya Party, and Moulana Fa-
zlul Hug Amini and Moulana A
RM ul Matin of 10J.

Kazi Feroz Rashid said the
doubt that cropped ug among
the alliance partners has been
removed "‘now we are hav-
ing better understanding.”

"We've realised there is no al-
ternative to unity among the
alliance partners. Without a
united movement it will not be
possible to pull down this gov-
ernment,” Jamaat leader Quam-
ruzzaman and Jatiya Party
leader Kazi Feroz Rashid told
the agency over telephone.

About the proposed summit
of the four top leaders of the*al-
liance partners, both the Ja-
maat and Jatiya Party leaders,
however, said the time for the
summit would be decided de-
pending on the situation.

Sylhet gasfield

From Page 1
formed the Indian High Com-
mission of the situation."

A number of German,
Malaysian, .Japanese and
British nationals have been
working in the well site.

When asked, the Gasfields
officials admitted that such an
incident had happened but de-
clined to say anything about the
situation.

A number of local people al-
leged that a group of influential
people blessed by the local MP
was behind the attackers.

Drilling of the well under the
Tk 124 crore Gas Infrastructure
Development Project (GIDP)
aided by the World Bank and
ADB began on April 22 and is
expected to be cumgleted by
mid-July, sources said.

Rashidpur Gasfield is one of
the six gasfields under the Syl-
het Gasfields Limited, a sub-
sidiary of Petrobangla.

Dweep Kanya

From Page 1

tee that when the boat faced a
gust in the mid-river, the crew
tried to steer it through the
winds. The passengers were
forced to go inside the haul and
its only door was locked to keep
the boat stable in the turbu-
lence. .
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Gold, foreign
currency worth
Tk 15 lakh

seized at ZIA

By Staft Correspondent

- Customs surveillance team
it the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) seized gold bars and for-
eign currency worth about Tk
15 lakh from two passengers in
separate incidents yesterday:

According to customs offi-
cials, gold bars weighing 1004
grams were rtecovered from one
Mohammed Nazir while he was
passing through the Green
Channel at about 11:30 am.

Nazir arrived at ZIA by a
Saudi Airlines plane at about
1 1 am. He tried to pass through
the Green Channel without any
prior declaration. On suspicion
customs officials challenged
him and recovered the gold bars
from his suitcase. They were
hidden inside a medicine
packet,

In another incident the
surveillance team seized 7000
US dollar (equivalent to Tk 3.5
lakh) from a Bangkok-bound
passenger at noorn.

Customs officials said one
Jahanﬁir Alam was carrying
the dollars in his handbag. The
surveillance team challenged
him at the boarding bridge and
found the dollars in his hand-

bag.

The Bangkok-bound passen-
ger was carrying the money
without any prior declaration.
officials said.

Two separate departmental
cases were lodged in this con-

nection.
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