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Leader of the Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia addressing as chief guest a programme at the

[ A L T

Jatiya Press Club yesterday to mark the birth centenary of National Poet Kazi Nazrul

Islam.

—Star photo
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Nazrul: Khaleda Zia

position leader Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon the people to imbibe with
the spirit of poet Kazi Nazrul Is-
lam who had rebelled against
injustice and misdeeds, reports
UNB.

"We are now living in a situa-
lion where injustice and is-
deeds of the government made
the lite and property insecure,”
she said and asked the people to
emulate the ideals of the rebel
poet to overcome the crisis
faced the nation.

Begum Zia was addressing
the inaugural function of the
national seminar marking the
100th anniversary of the birth
of Poet Nazrul. "Let us remem-
ber the life and action of the
poel 1o get inspiration in our
social and national life.”

As part of a series of pro-
grammes, the National Com-
mittee on Nazrul's birth an-

niversary organised the func-
tion at Jatiyva Press Club in the
alfternoon.

Chaired by Commodore
(retd) Ataur Rahman, National
Prof Syed Ali Ahsan, Barrister
Moudud Ahmed, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami leader Mohammad Qua-
maruzzaman, Democratic
League leader Oli Ahad, Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed and Prof
Aftabuddin Ahmed among oth-
ers who spoke on the occasion.
Poet Abdul Hye Sikder con-
ducted the function.

The former Prime Minister
was critical of the government
for not observing the occasion
in a befitting manner.

'l protest the government at-
titude,” she said, "the govern-
ment was shy to take up even a
nominal programme as it was
ashamed finding the month-
long celebration of the national
committee.”

ADHUNIK to seek legal restrictions on tobacco

Smoking claims 3.5m every yr

ADHUNIK, a pioneer organi-
sation that launched crusade
against smoking across the
country, is actively considering
seeking legal restriction on to-
bacco, reports UNB.

"We will file a writ petition
against the use of tobacco. It is
under process,” said Barrister
Omar Sadat, legal adviser of
ADHUNIK.

Legal action has been taken
in some states of America that
have created a positive sense
among the smokers and anti-
smokers against tobacco, he
said.

Revealing appalling statis-
tics, ADHUNIK president Dr
Nurul Islam yesterday said that
tobacco causes 3.5 million
deaths each year, around the
world. One million of these
deaths occur in developing

countries.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the eve of "Anti-To-
bacco Day” on May 31, Dr Islam
said that most of the 100 mil-
lion deaths caused by tobacco
are preventable.

ADHUNIK secretary general
Enayetullah Khan and Prof
Hasina Banu also spoke at the
press conference held at the Na-
tional Press Club.

The National Professor and
founder president of ADHUNIK
Dr Nurul Islam said that it was
predicted that tobacco will be-
come the leading cause of death
and disability by the year 2020
killing more than 10 million
people annually, 2 million of
these in China alorie.

Narrating the harm of to-
bacco he urged the government
to impose enhanced tax on to-

bacco in the upcoming national
budget to discourage smoking,
He also urged the government
not to accept any donation from
tobacco manufacturers and
producers.

Enavetullah Khan said that
media could play a tremendous
role against tobacco by making
the people conscious of the
deadly effects of tobacco.

In his wrilten statement at
the press cornference ADHUNIK
president said people who start
smoking at early ages have 50
per cent chance of dying from
tobacco-related disease, half of
them before reaching 70.

Every day Tk one crore is be-
ing spent on buying cigarettes
in the country and some 60
million people of the country
now smoke, he estimated.

'3 women die every hr due to problemé
during pregnancies, births

In our country, three women
die every hour due to complica-
tions during pregnancies and
childbirth, one of the highest in
the world, a health ministry
document said.

About 80 infants die out of
1000 live birth while under
five-child mortality rate is 116
per: 1000 live birth, Little over

two deliveries take place at
health centres for every 100.
To reduce the child and ma-

ternal mortality rate, the gov-
ernment and its partner agen-
cies have given priority to ad-
dress the problems.

le_government, since May
given importance to

Th
1997, has
medical intervernition as well as
social need to address the prob-
lem of high rate of maternal
death in the country. Pregnant
women are at risk u?' developing
life threatening complications
*jwhu need access to safe deliver-
€es.

In observance of 'Safe Moth-
erhood Day 1999' on May 28, a
press brieling was held yester-
day at the Health Ministry, Ad-
dressing the journalists Health
Secretary M Reza said, "The
condition of health centres are

By Staff Correspondent

pretty bad and doctors and
nurses are not well trained to
handle the deliveries safely
that is. why many deliveries are
not done properly and the result
is unnecessary deaths of
wolnern. "

He said, "We have taken steps
to strengthen emergency care
services across the country in
phases. Along this we are also
focusing to develop multi-me-
dia programimnes to address the

250 1llegal power
connections !
snapped

By Staff Correspondent

Some 250 illegal power con-
nections have been snapped in
Kamrangirchar thana area in
the city, says a press release.

An. inspection team of
Dhaka Electric Supply Author-
ity (DESA) conducted the drive
in Nawabchar., Munshirhat and
Kholamora Ghat areas on Mon-
day.

malernal deaths and violence
against womern."

Currently, the government is
implementing a number of pro-
jects which include strengthen-
ing 55 district-level maternal
and child welfare centres, de-
veloping Emergency Obstetric
Care Services at the existing fa-
cilities, developing quality ser-
vices through training, Com-
prehensive Emergency Obstet-
ric Care Services which would
widely deal with social aspects
of the problem.

Unicef, UNDFPA, WHO. US-
AID, UNESCO, SIDA, CIDA and
| ngler donor iagencies are cur-
rently supp-::irtip% the govern-
ment to address the problems.

The conference was presided

over by Health Secretary. Min- |

istry of Women and Children
Affairs and Ministry of Social
Welfare secretaries were also
present during the press brief-
ing organised by the Health
Ministry in association with
Unicef.

Unicef Country Representa-
tive Shahida Azfar, senior offi-
cials of health and family
planning were also present.

DUJ confce
begins today

The two-day annual confer- ¢

ence and election '99 of Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ) be-
gins at the Jatiya Press Club to-
day, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will be present as chief

uest at the inaugural session to
e held at 11 am.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed, BFUJ
president Abul Kalam Azad and
secretary general ‘Akhter
Ahmed Khan will attend the in-
augural session as special
guests.

The annual general meetin
will begin at 3 pm after lunc
and will continue till 6.30 pm.
A cultural function will be Eﬂld
i1t the evening,

The election will be held to-
morrow and voting will take
place from 9 am to 5 pm with
one-hour lunch break between 1
prirand 2 pm.

Constitution

presented to
Shahabuddin

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru called on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban yesterday and
presented him a copy of the
Constitution with the latest
amendment, reports UNB.

The constitution contains
all the thirteen amendments
separately.

Khasru also presented the
pocket-sized Bengali and En-
glish versions of the Constitu-
tion published by the Ministry
of Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs to the President. |

He also gave the President a
book titled "Fifty Years of the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights" compiled by Dr
Borhan Uddin Khan Jahangir.

The Law Ministry published
the book in collaboration with
Institutional Development of
Human Rights in Bangladesh
(IDHRB) Project, markinc% the
50th anniversary of the decla-
ration of human rights,

The minister apprised the
President about working of dif-
ferent courts of the country.

BCL condemns
killing of

its leader
By DU Correspondent

Ruling party-backed student
organisation Bangladesh Chha-
tra League (BCL), yesterday con-
demned the killing of its leader
at Chittagong University.

Saiful Islam, vice president
of Amanat Hall unit of BCL and

a student of political science of

the university, was killed al-
legedly by the activists of Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir recently.

In a statemnent, BCL presi-
dent Bahadur Bepary and gen-
eral secret Ajay Kar Khokan
blamed the killing on Shibir
and demanded immediate ar-
rest and exemplary punishment
of those involved.

They said the anti-libera-
tion forces was trying to create
an anarchy in the couniry
through various destructive ac-
tivities.

The BCL leaders also urged
the countrymen Lo build up a
movement to uproot the anti-
liberation forces.

What a pity

Kauser could not finally see
Bangiadesh's cherished World
Culi'ln cricket triumph Monday
night as he collapsed to a
shock from initial setbacks of
the team, reports UNB.

The Sales Manager of East-
ern Diplomatic Ware House in
Gulshan died of heart attack
sitting in his chair at his of-
fice at about 5 pm Monday as
he could not bear with Bangla-
desh's early misdemeanours —
and possibly despondence
about the nation's ultimate
victory.

He was rushed to Suhra-
wardy Hospital where attend-
ing doctors declared him dead.
He was only 38.

Family sources said as his
body lay at his house, a heart-
rendering scene descended on
the home. "Abbu get up, look
Bangladesh won the match,”
said his minor son drowned in
tears while people across the
country burst into celebra-
tions.

Kauser left behind his wile,
two sons and a daughter. He
was buried at Azimpur grave-
yard yesterday.

Businessman robbed |

of Tk 4.5 lakh

By Staff Correspondent
A gang of muggers stabbed a
businessman and snatched Tk

about 4.5 lakh from him in
front of the city's BG press yes-
terday noon.

Abdur Razzak, 26, a hundi
businessman and a resident of
Kaliakoir under Gazipur dis-
trict was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with injuries, hospital
sources said.

Police said they heard about
the incident, but received no
complaint.

SKOP strike

From Page 1

SKOP was represented by,
among others, Ahsan Ullah
Master MP of the ruling party
backed Sramik League, Nazrul
Islam Khan of the BNP backed
by Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal
and Abul Bashar of the Workers
Party backed Jatiya Sramik
Federation,

According to the agreement
signed on January 20 last year,
the government was to get a law
enacled to constitute a “Natio-
nal Minimum Wage Commi-

ssion” within six months of

signing of the agreement. Once
formmed, the Commission was
supposed to fix a 'national
minimum wage' for the wor-
kers. But nothing was done as
yet.

The agreement also provided

that the government would
form a Wage Commission for

the workers within a month of

5*.ri.13:ninig_l of the agreement and
publish the Commission's re-
port by June 1998. The govern-
ment also promised in the
agreement that it would imple-
ment the recommendations of
the Commission with retro-
spective effect from July 1997,
But in violation of the
agreement, Lhe government

formed the Wape Commission

nine months after the accord,
while the report of the Commis-
sion is yet to be published.

The government also pledged
in the agreement that it would
set up a Law Commission to re-
view the repressive provisions'
of labour laws and suggest
amendments for democratisa-
tion and modernisation of the
laws, But no such Commission
has so far been set up.

General Secretary of Jativa
sramik Fedaration rghah Alam
told The Daily Star last night :
“The government has failed to
honour the agreement it signed
and forced us to go for the gen-
eral sirike.”

Suranjit undergoing
treatment at
hospital

By Staff Correspondent

Suranjit Sengupta, the par-
liamentary affairs advisor to
the Prime Minister, has been
undergoin treatment at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital for
the last three weeks as he is
suffering from a strong back-
ache due to slight dislodge of a
cardinal disc.

Sengupta is under the care of
renowned neurosurgeon Dr
Rashiduddin Ahmed.

Talking to The Daily Star on
Sunday, the ruling party law-
maker said doctors had advised
him to do some walking exer-
cise for getting relief from the
pain.

"If pain does not subside. |
have to undergo an operation,”

| Sf:ngurpta said and sought bless-
ings Ir

om all for his early re-
covery.

Birth centenary
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Ahmed, Agricultural Minister
Matiy Chowdhury, Forest Re-
sources Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury and State Minister
for Sports, Youth and Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Quader.

The Prime Minister also laid
the foundation of a mausoleum
on the graves of the National
Poet, Shilpachariya Zainul
Abedin, artist Quamrul Hasan
and former vice-chancellor of
Dhaka University Abdul Matin
Chowdhury on the universily
campus.

Hasina also inaugurated the
main programme of the day at
the Osmani Meiuorial Hall in
the morning.

Teachers, students, officers
and employees of the university
came to the mazar ol the poet in
a procession from the Apara-
jeya Bangla on the campus and
placed wreaths.

The university also begins a
siX-day prograrame at the TSC
today, to be inaugurated by the
Vice-chancellor.

Nazrul Academy organised a
discussion meeting at its audi-
torium at Maghbazar in the city
yesterday. National Professor
Dewan Mohammad Azraf at-
tended the function as chief
Fuest. The discussion was fol-
owed by a cultural function,

A seminar was organised at
the National Press Club audito-
rium in the afternocon with
Leader of the Opposition in par-
liament and BNP Chairperson

Begum Khaleda Zia in the chair. *

Fresh programmes
announced to
save trees at
Osmani Udyan

By DU Correspondent

Movement for Saving 11
thousand Trees in Osmani
Udyan at a meeting yesterday
announced a fresh programme
to save the trees of the Udyan.

The programmes include a
mass rally on June 5 and paint-
ing exhibition, recitation of po-
ems and people's music at the
;fremjses of the Udyan on June

A massive preparation have
also been taken at the meeting
to collect signatures at various
places in the city from May 27,
said a press release.

The meeting held with the
movement convenor Prof Sira-
_}'u] Islam in the chair, congratu-

ated the people for taking part

in the citizen's rally and human
chain held at the Udyan re-
cently.

A section of eminent citizens
of the country began their
movemenl early this month to
save the greenery of Osmani
Udyan where government plans
to construct a convention cen-
tre for the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM) Summit in 2001 by
felling down the trees of the
Udyan.

Among others, Dr Ahmed

‘Kamal, Dr Abrar Chowdhury,

Dr Tasmin Siddique, Faizul
Hakim, Ruhin Hossain, Golam
Mahmum, Mosharefa Mishu,
Hasibur Rahman and Abed Reza
were present at the meeting.

Non-govt
teachers’ rally

JHALAKATHI, May 25: Non-
government secondary school
teachers today paraded the
streets and held a rally in the
town demanding establishment
here the Education Board pro-
posed for Barisal division. re-
ports UNB.

Bangladesh Teachers Asso-
ciation (Qamaruzzaman) pio-
neered the demand.

Speakers at the rally also
demanded rise of the govern-
ment share of salary to 100 per
cent, house rent and festival
bonus for non-government
teachers.

Association leaders Abdul
Khaleq, Bimal Kumar Shaha,
Symal Chandra Sarkar were
among those who spoke at the
rally.

-.

Poultry farmers threaten
agitation if smuggling
of eggs not stopped

By Staff correspondent

Poultry farm owners of
Gazipur, the major egg suppliers
to the city, have threatened to
go for massive agitation pro-

ramme if smuggling of eggs
rom across the border is not

stﬁp{\);ed.

“We will take to the streets
and, if necessary, will not hesi-
tate to attack shops which sell
foreign eggs,” said Humayun
Kabir, president of Bangladesh
F{}Llltlg and Fisheries Associa-
tion, Sreepur under Gazipur
district.

Speaking at a press confer-
¢nce at the National Press Club
yesterday, he said the poultry
farms are on the verge of ruina-
tion. "We will be compelled to
shut down the farms very soon
if suEpéy of foreign eggs is not
checked immediately.” Leaders
of Gazipur Poultry Shilpa Ma-
lik Samity and Bormi Poultry
Malik Samity also spoke to the
newsmen.

Poultry farm owners who
supply some seven lakh eggs to
the capital alleged that the huge
quantity of smuggled eggs being
sold openly in different city
markets has an adverse impact
on the market of local egg sup-
pliers.

They demanded checking of
smuggling and waiver of custom

Humayun

duty on import of pouliry feed lead

Wi o

Kabir, president of Bangladesh Poultry and Fish-

and medical equipment to save
the thousands of poultry farms
from closure. They also de-
manded reduction of electricity
charges for the sector.

The poultry farm leaders
said that wholesale markets
like Kawran bazar, Kaptan
Bazar and Mirpur Sector num-
ber one are flooded with foreign
egﬁs. They serve as the main
selling centres of foreign eggs
in the city.

The foreign eggs are mainly
smuggled in from neighbouring
India, they alleged.

"As the cost of production is
very high here, we cannot com-
ete with the goods brought in
rom the neighbouring coun-
try,” said Neamul Kabir, Gen-
eral Secretary of Gazipur Poul-
try Malik Samity. City's major
egg supply comes from Gazipur
where as many as five thousand
poultry farms are operating,

Responding to different
queries of the journalists, the
leaders disagreed that the price
of eggs would go up if smuggling
was checked,

“If the local production is
hampered, the market would go
totally under the control of for-
Ei%nerﬂ and they would gradu-
ally charge higher prices than
that of local ones”, one poultry
er argued,

eries Association, addressing a press briefing at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday threatening agitation against

smuggling of Indian eggs.

—Star photo
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Azad addressing

the Regional Policy-level Exper Grp

Meeting on Trans-Asian Railway Southern Corridor in a city hotel yesterday. —Star photo

"Trans-Asian rail network

needed for socio-economic
development'

By Staff Correspondent

Consultative
workshop on
bio-diversity
By Special Correspondent

A consultative workshop
yesterday stressed the need for
capacity building for conserva-
tion of bio-diversity, environ-
mental impact assessment and
taxonomy, and adherence to the
Convention on Biological Di-
versity (CBD),

The day-long workshop was
arranged by the Bangladesh
chapter of the International
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN]} in preparation of
the fourth meeting of the Sub-
sidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological
Advice [SBSTTA) of CBD which
will be held in Montreal.
Canada from June 21 to 25.

Dr P Balakrishan, deputy
regional biodiversity officer of
the IUCN, based in Colombo,
briefed the participants who
included wildlife biologists.
soil scientists, development re-
searchers, journalists, conser-
valionists, nature lovers and
environmentalists. Dr Ainun
Nishat, country representative
of [IUCN chaired the workshop.

The participants suggested a
number of steps for Bangladesh
representative at the Montreal
meeting to take up for consider-
Aation. :

. These are capacity building
lor preservation of bio-diver-
sity, sharing of information be-
tween the countries, developing
expertise for taxonomy, and
forming a pool of experts for
conducting environmental im-
gacl assessment (ElA) with
aseline data integrating bio-
diversity.

Besides, they also suggestetl
that before introducing new
technology for genetic engineer-
ing and bio-technology for food
production, improving flora
and fauna should be assessed.
Precaution should also be taken:
before introducing alien species
and ple must be given guide-
lines for their use, they added.

Among others, Dr Mahu-
mudul Amin of Zoology De-
partment of Dhaka University,
Rearuddin Ahmed of DOE,
Farhad Mazhar of UBINIG, Dr
Salehuddin, deputy executive
director of BRAC, Enamul Hugq.
ii_conservationist, and Shehab
Alimed, Special Correspondent
of The Daily Star took part in
the discussion,

Nazimuddin
Alam MP
granted bail

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Court yesterday
granted bail to BNP leader Naz-

imuddin Alam MP in two cases,

reports UNB.

«  Court sources said the bail
was granted when the BNP MP
surrendered to the court in the
morning,

The cases against Alam were
filed with Ramnna and Motijheel

thanas in 1996 and 1998 respec-
tively.

Boundary
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its presence fell in the World
Cup with the odd upset or two,

Their ambitions in this compe-,

tition were somczwhal more
grandiose, Sadly, it was not
meant to be. They ran up
against the dull dogs of inter-
national cricket and played the
penalty of not being boring
enough. Tit for tat, it was not
meant to be. Coupled with their
defeat against Sri Lanka the
other day, Zimbabwe's lacklus-
tre effort against England, vir-
tually put them out of any con-
tentiomn.

England relied on a steady
seam attack to pin the Zimbab-
weans down to a run rate that
was easily achievable by Stew-
art and his merry band, Smart-
ing from their debacle against
the South Africans, England
made short work of a Zimbab-
wean batting line-up that was
tentative throughout its tenuous
existence in the middle. Other
than the consistent Grant
Flower, who had another decent
outing, none of the men in the
red could withstand the steady
but unexceptional English seam
attack. 160 plus is simply not
the score to send the shivers
down the spine of any batting
line-up. Campbell and his men
had to pay the price.

Against India, Zimbabwe
had done a Houdini, but Eng-
land were in no mood to give
Zimbabwe the time of day. True,
the{l took their time, at times
perhaps even making heavy
weather of a prosaic and mun-
dane attack. But England was
no India and in any case there
were not enough runs in the
kitty to make a match of it,
Zimbabwe's hour had come and

one. It was fleeting and short
ived. They had ﬁﬁumised 80
much more when this competi-
tion began. But whoever ‘said
life was fair?

South Asian experts vester-
day met in the city to find ways
and means to evaluate the de-
velopment and operation of a
network of railway routes be-
tween South Asia and Europe.

Foreign Minister Abdus
samad Azad inaugurated the
four-day-long Regional Policy-
level Expert Group Meeting on
Trans-Asian Railway: South-
ern Corridor,’ participated by
delegates from China, India,
[ran. Myanmar, Nepal, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Turkey and host Bangladesh,
Observers from World Bank,
Asian Development Bank
\ADBJ. Asian Institute of Land
Transport and ESCAF are also
taking part in the meeting.

The foreign Minister
stressed the need for establish-
ment of the Trans-Asian rail-
way network to [acilitate un-
hindered travel and transport
to loster socio-economic devel-
opment in the region.

The minister said, “We may
thus sink a lot of our differenices
without dissolving our
borders”.

The minister said govern-
ment of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been giving high
priority to Lthe development of
roads and communication
links across the country.

Azad said, "The world’s 11th
largest bridge of on river Ja-
muna has opened a new horizon
in the country's communica-
tion network and this will
greatly contribute to the im-
plementation of the proposed
Trans-Asian Railway Net-

work”,
“All the countries of the re-
on will gain significant bene-
it from the development of de-
fined routes,” the minister

added.

“The principal objective of
the project is to identify and
evaluate the development and
operation of a network of routes
allowing railway transport of
containers between South Asia
and Europe, Southern China
and Europe and Thailand and
Europe over an overall distance
of around 13,000 kilometres, "
said Dr M Rahmatullah, Direc-
tor of Transport, Communica-
tions, Tourism and Infrastruc-
ture Division of Economic and
Social Commission for _Asia
and the Paclfic [ESCAP).

“These routes would run via
Myanmar, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, the Islamic Republic
ol Iran and Turkey,” Rahmatul-
lah told The Dat'(‘]};r Star at the
side-line of the meeting.

Bangladesh has also been
developing its network of roads

in the light of the proposed
Trans-Asian highway which
plans to link several Asian
countries from Turkey to
Malaysia.

"Bangladesh has to con-
struct about 180 km of new rail-
roads and expana some of its
existing facilities to equip the
nation to be part of the proposed
Trans Asian railway network,”
a railway expert said.

The experts would place rec-
ommendations at the end of the
meeting on May 28,

A view from
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iimony to their thirst for free-
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W 10 runs
rom their bats. A sorry

plight

«dom. Like, the Irish they are  hdeéd !'Ak#am and Aminul de-

also not as keen on cricket as
they are in soccer and rugby.

With an average age of 30
years, the Scotland team is al-
most a club for the senior citi-
zens with one of them. lan
Philip, fit at 41, actually took
two calches to dismiss Akram
and Enamul. Philip has been a
good bat in his youth and his
234 against MCC in 1991 is his
country's highest individual
score.

Once again a disastrous start
shook the very [oundations of
the Bangladesh innings on a
bright day made difficult by a
strong gale blowing at 135-150
miles an hour. The top order
was toppled by Blain and Butt
and the first five, shivering in
their trousers because of the

England win

From Page 1
picked up two wickets with his
tidy medium pace.

Gough and Mullally were of-
ten unplayable as they found
sharp lift off the wicket and
considerable swing in the air.

Wickets fell steadily as Zim-
babwe struggled to lift the run
rate above three an over.

Pinch-hitter Paul Sirang,
coming in- at number three,
failed to impress once again. He
faced 17 balls without scoring
before Mullally had him caught
by Graeme Hick at slip.

Three overs earlier, Gough
had removed the dangerous Neil
Johnson with a superb delivery
that swung sharply back into
the former Natal left-hander
and knocked back his middle
and off stumps.

The Flower brothers, Grant
and Andy, put on 32 before
Andy was brilliantly run out by
Hussain, diving full-length and
throwing in mid air after
pourncing from backward point.

Zimbabwe, who only joined
the Test-playing nations seven
years ago, suffered a blow before
the start when veteran bowler
Eddo Brandes, who routed Eng-
land's batting at the 1992 World
Cup. was ruled out with a back
complaint.

e emphatic margin of
victory also provided a welcome
boost to England's run rate.
Only an improbable set of re-
sults will deny the host nation’s
passage into the second round
Super Six.

SCOREBOARD

ENGLAND
N Hussain not out

A Stewart ¢ Goodwin b Johnson

G Hick ¢ A. Flower b Mbangwa

G Tharpe ¢ Campbell

.I] Fh ol

N Fairbrother not out

Extras (Ib3, wl6, nb7)

Total (for 3 wickets, 38.3 overs) 1

Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-36,

3-159

Did not bat: A Flintoff, A Hol-

lioake, M Ealham, D Gough, A

Fraser; A Mullall

Bowling: M w

Johnson

E{t_tl;ﬂak
angwa

Whittall

Olonga

Stran 9.3

Result: England won by seve

wickets

ZRAB aBY
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1
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"badly as their o

parted on’identical Scores and

‘Faruq Ahmed caused his owrl

downfall.

But the most senior player of
the team, Minhazul Abedin,
surviving some torrid moments
and a dropped catch when he
was only three, started follow-
ing his younger partner Naimur
Rahman and between them
produced a precious 69-run 6th
wicket partnership. Minhaz
was Iuclgr enough on this par-
ticular day to have survived
many close calls to become the
highest scorer for Bangladesh
in this World Cup so far and was
rightly adjudged the man of the
match. the lirst Bangladeshi to
have achieved the honour:
many congratulations.

Once again the Scots lost
their line and bowled as many
as 28 wides and 11 no balls that
enhanced the Bangladesh total.
Enamul, also made handsome
contributions while the regu-
lars failed.

The Scots also started as
ponents and
depended on professional Gavin
Hamilton and Alec Davies to
take their team past
Bangladesh. The situation be-
came very grim for the 'tigers'
until Hamilton was run out in
most unfortunate manner in
the non-striker's end which was
the turning point of the game
and Davies followed soon after.
Bangladesh seamers Hasibul,
Manzurul and Khaled bowled a
perfect length and line.

The victory was expected but
it hardly reflects the real
strength of Bangladesh cricket.

New Zealand looked a beaten
team right from the start at
Southampton. After their dra-
matic win against Australia
they were expected to put up a
better show against the West In-
dies but an accurate and hostile
spell from Walsh and Ambrose
backed up by King and Sim-
mons sent the Kiwis on the run
for life as half the side was out
for 59 runs only,

The West Indies took their
sweet time to overhaul the Kiwi
total that can make the differ-
ence at the end. In this Group B
West Indies, Australia and New
Zealand may end up on equal
points when the net run rate
will come into play. So a
quicker finish without fuss
should be attempted whenever
possible.

One jailed for
possessing

arms 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, May 25: A
court here today convicted a
young man and sentenced him
to two terms in jail for possess-
ing illegal arms, reports UNB.

Rafig Ahmed of village Kat-
achhara in Mirsarai thana was
sentenced to 10 years rigorous
imprisonment under Section
19/Ka and seven yvears RI under
Section 19/F of the Arms Act.

The prison terms will be
served concurrently.
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