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E are in Kosovo with
our allies to stand for
a Europe, within our

reach for the first time, that is
peaceful, undivided and free.
And we are there to stand
against the greatest remaining
threat to that vision:
instability in the Balkans, fu-
eled by a vicious campaign of
ethnic cleansing.

The problem is not simply
ethnic hatred; or even: ethnic
contlict. The people of the for-
mer Yugoslavia, have lived to-
gether for centuries with greater
and lesser degree of conflict, but
not the constant “cleansings" of
peoples from their land. Had
they experienced -nothing but
that, their nations would be
homogeneous today. not end-
lessly diverse.

The intolerable conditions
the region finds itself in today
are the result of a decade long
campaign by Slobodan Milose-
vic to build a greater Serbia by
singling out peoples for destruc-
tion because of their ethnicity
and faith. The brutal methods
are familiar now. Spreadin
hate in the media. Killing mod-
erate leaders. Arming paramili-
taries and ordering soldiers to
conduct planned campaigns of
murder and expulsion. Eradi-
cating the culture, the heritage,
the very record of the presence

~of his victims: Refugees are not
the byproduct of the fighting he
has initiated; the fighting is de-
signed tocreate refugees. We are
haunted by the images of people
driven from their homes, push-
Inﬁ, the elderly in wheelbarrows.
telling stories of relatives mur-
dered.

We saw this for the first time
in Croatia and Bosnia. The in-
lternational community re-
sponded at [irst with a studied
neutrality that eguated victims

Sino-American Relationshi

HINA has never been a

natural ally of America.

The relationship between
the two is close, but lacks the
- depth of time tested friendship.
America has:a diplomatic name
for it: Constructive Strategic
Engagement. A great deal of
disapproval and mistrust are
active beneath the surface. They
do often make it to the top, in
the hardening of stand, in tough
statements. It is much pro-
nounced in the reactions of pub-
lic leaders.

The relationship lacks the
-depth of allies because, they do
not have much in common, the
things that help trust and de-
pendence to grow. There are
prickly points that stand in
their way of accepting each
other totally. Precisely, these
are, democratisation, -human
rights. recognition of national-
ities, Tibet, in particular, the
Tatwan issue, trade policies, es-
pionage of strategic technology,
. indiscreet defence partnership,
etc. Most of all, China and
America do not share a com-
mon view of the world. All the
more since Vietnam and its
satellites adopted market econ-
omy. Discontent appearing as
discord has many grounds to
thrive. It is prone to become
tempestuous. The return of hos-
tility, that loathes to go, cannot

be altogether ruled out.
China, for Americans, is a

matter of fascination. The langd.
its civilisation, its people, hold
great attraction. They have
been stimulating the imagina-
tion of the nationalities of the
world, for centuries. The open-
ing of China, with the rise of
Deng Hsiao Ping, set the Ameri-
cans on a discovery mission.
The state level contact started
growing manifold. In the
warmth of newly formed rela-
tionship, the China spring
started blossoming, and con-
tinued to prosper. Deng Hsiao
Pin was the first Chinese
Communist leader of the Long
March era to visit America offi-
cially in 1979. The picture .of
Deng with a cowboy hat, carries
the fond memory of those eu-
phoric days of Sino-American
relationship.

Deng, and the China, he
built, needed America. He
wanted that China should never
again return to turmoil and

wilh aggressors; it followed
with diplomacy and the de-

loyment of unarmed peace-

eepers with mandate, but not
the means, to protect civilians.
E-go the time NATO acted,
250,000 pmﬁle. were dead. more
than two million displaced, and
many have still not returned.
People will look back on
Kosovo and say that this time.
because we acted soon and
forcefully enough. more lives
were saved and the refugees all
cameé home. The Balkan con-
flict that heﬁan ten years ago in
Kosovo will have ended in
Kosovo.

We cannot respond to such
tragedies everywhere, but when
ethnic conflict turn into ethnic
cleansing where we can make a
difference. we must try, and
that is clearly the case in
Kosovo. Had we faltered. the re-
sult would have beer. a moral
and strategic disaster. The
Kosovars would have become a
people without a homeland, liv-
ing in difficult conditions in
some of the poorest countries in
Europe; overwhelming new

democracies. The Balkan con- -

flict would have continued in-
definitely, posing a risk of
wider war and of continuous
tensions with Russia. NATO it-
self would have been discredited
for faiing to defend the very
values that gave it meaning.
Those who say Kosovo is too
small to be of great importance
forget these simple facts.

When the violence in Kosovo

began in early 1998, we ex- :

hausted every diplomatic ay-
enue for a settlement. Last Oc-
tober. we convinced Mr. Milo-
sevic that he should withdraw
some forces from Kosove and
allow an unarmed interna-
tional presence. That is the so-
lution advocates of compromise

backwardness of radical com-
munism. It was his formula of
burying, for ever, the brutal and
unpredictable change of Chi-
nese leadership, and pacifying
the ranks on which it rode. In
market economy, he saw a tool,
which he used with great deter-
mination and success. The ma-
terial benefits China saw,
changed it. China; to all sensi-
ble calculations, will not return
to the Great Leap Forward of the
great Helmsman Mao. Commu-
nist. Party will; however, con-
tinue to rule, and without any
dissent, as the only party. It
will travel the path of market
economy, instead of Marxist
economy.

In the last two decades; the
rewards of market economy has
made China into a robust eco-
nomic power. The
favoured nation status of 1990
was to greatly benefit China,
The economic boom trans-
formed its society, its people. It
no longer presents the drab
picture of unisex Mao coats.
China is following the Ameri-
can model in modernizing its
society. A natural observation
is more likely to believe that
China is ideally suited to be-
come an unquestioning partner
of America in the new world or-
der. The similarity of economic
approach makes it easier to
think that these two countries
can interact closely in broader
policies. The best thing Amer-
ica expects from this transfor-
mation is to find China in the
mould of an European ally, on a
lesser level, like France. In
Asia, like Japan: That is like
asking the mountain to come to

you. Even the optimist finds it 4 -

remote possibility.
Domestically, China and
Amﬂgﬁgﬁic ;:gta% 4t=:r11'11'11r1 ;gﬁ-t qﬁ?&
monolithic structure of com-
munist party stifles dissent.
America, on the other hand, is a
democratic society which val-
ues human rights. It is her
moral ground to world leader-
ship. The differences are of fun-
damental nature. This incom-
patibility -is a favourable
ground for seeds of mistrust to
grow into bitter hostility. The
accidental bombing of Chinese
embassy in Belgrade has
brought to the fore the realities
of Sino-American relationship.
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" A Just and Necessary War

by William Jefferson Clinton

By the time NATO acted, 250,000 people were dead, more than two m-i}ﬁﬂn d;:splaced, and many
have still not returned. People will look back on Kosovo and say that this time, because we acted
soon and forcefully enough, more lives were saved and the refugees all came home. The Balkan con-

flict that began ten years ago

ropose today. But it failed last
all. Mr. Milosevic broke his
promises, poured more troops
into Kosovo, poised for an of-
fensive he had been planning
for months. When it began, we
had to act.

Mr. Milosevic's strategy has
been Lo outlast us by dividing
the alliance. He has failed, In-
stead of disunity in Brussels;
there are growing sign of disaf-
fection in Belgrade: Serbian
soldiers abandoning their
posts, Serbian civilians
Pruteating the policy of their
eader, young men avoiding
conscription, prominent Serbs
calling on Mr. Milosevic to ac-
cept NATO's conditions. Mean-
while, our air campaign has de-
stroyed or damaged one-third of
Serbia’s armored vehicles in
Kosovo, half its artillery, most
of its ability to produce ammu-

nition, all its capacity to refine -

fuel and done enormous damage
to other sectors of its economy.
Though he has driven hundreds
of thousands of Kosovar Alba-
nians from their homes, Mr.
Milbsevic has not eliminated
the Kosove Liberation Army.
Indeed, its ranks are swelling.
and it has begun to go on the of-
fensive against Serb forces
hunkered down to hide from air
strikes.

Now Mr. Milosevic faces the
certainty
strikes, the persistence of the
K.L.A. and the prospect of hav-
ing to answer to his people for
starting an unwinnable conflict

of continuing air -
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‘A map released 10 May 1999 prmride by NATO shows the ditferent targets in Kosovo.

that is bringing military failure
and econoniic ruin. The ques-
tion now is not whether his
ethnic cleansing will be re-
versed. but when, and how
much of his military he is
willing to see destroyed along

in Kosovo will have e

Kosovo Targets

the way.

While | do not rule out other
military options, we are pursu-
ing our present strategy for
three reasons. First, and most
imﬁmr'tant. it is working and
will succeed in meeting NATO's

by Syed Maqgsud Jamil

nded in Kosovo.
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basic conditions or restoring
the Kosovars to their homes,
with Serb forces out of Kosovo
and the deployment of an in-
ternational security force. This
force must have NATO at its
core. which means it must have

China'a: deep involvement with Serbia on Kosovo, serves very few strategic interests. It is a reminder
of Chu_i.a 's 'security concerns. She has a handful in Taiwan, Tibet, and Xianxiang. Observers say
that China is apprehensive of Kosovo taking place in their country. Her reaction is symptomatic of

a deep seated fear of a China paralysed by
an underling of America. The accidental bombing of Chinese embas

American relationship.

turmoil, economic crisis and the indignity of becoming
sy has badly strained Sino-

It was a mistake of grave nature,
The rational that even a

Kosovar refugee convoy was
bombed accidentally by NATO
air .strike, does not make it a
lesser event. The loss of inno-

cent human lives, three in the
Chinese embassy and 60 in the

refugee convoy, is tragic and re-
grettable. America was as
apologetic as an offender could
be. Its formal expression of
apology and regret could not,
however, succeed in tonvincing
China to tone down its protest.
At last, linton's personal call to
Jiang Zemin could clam its na-

tional pride. The outburst was
unlike an ally, conducting rela-
tionship through diplomatic
contacts. Instead, China’'s reac-

tion was terribly angry, furious
in its condemnation. The offi-
cial condemnation is much
strident in its tone, terming the
bombing as "barbaric attack”,
"a gross violation of Chinese
national sovereignty, seldom

seen in diplomatic history.”

In the line of fire, the Ameri-
can embassy was stoned. A
close ally is not treated like
that. China observers point out
the xenophobic trait in the
Chinese history. In the last cen-
tury, it surfaced in the opium
War — 1839-42, 1852-62. Later,
in the Boxer Rebellion of August
1900, which put the European
missions in Peiping under
siege. Mao's cultural revolution
was the vicious picture of xeno-
phobic element. characterising
America as the enemy number
one. It will not be a thing of

- sheer disbelief. if America is

once again characterised as
evil. For that matter, America
has indeed been denounced as
Neo-Nazi in the Beijing street
protests. |

China has benefited much
from America's constructive
engagement policy. After get-
ting the most favoured nation
status, even after the grisly
episode of Tiananmen Square,

China kept on piling the bene-
fits. Eventually, the ‘trade
deficit in favour of China has
reached 4.3 billion dollar
mark. It keeps growing, be-
cause, China is yet to open its
economy sufficiently to allow
access to American goods and
services, On top of it, is the alle-
gation of Chinese high tech spy-
ing. It is reported that an US
legislative committee headed by
Representative Christopher Cox
has prepared a 700-page report
documenting the impact of
Chinese spying on American
national security. It catalogues
a Chinese concerted effort to get
US missile, rocketry and nu-
clear secrets: Among them is
Chinese involvement in espi-
onage at the top security Na-
tional Laboratory: of Los
Alamos, New Mexico.

China's bellicose one China
policy on Taiwan rattles Amer-
ica. Americans do not fully
trust China's pacific intention
in solving the Taiwan, issue.
This led America to provide
Theatre Missile Defence (TMD),
on the line of Reagan's Star
War. China's reaction was
equally hostile in firing mis-
siles close to the shore of Tai-
wan. Many Americans question
the wisdom of granting China,
the MFN status, while its atti-
tude towards Taiwan, treatment
of Tibet and human rights is-
sues have been consistently
high-handed. Beijing, on the
other hand, censures the
democratisation process inside
Taiwan.

Tibet is another issue, Amer-
ica cannot abandon. Reports in-
form that a systematic policy of
weakening the Tibetan na-
tional identity has, over the
years, fragmented its original
population. Much of Tibet has
been annexed into Chinese
provinces. leaving it with a
population of 2.2 million, down
from original 6 million. China
calls: Tibet ‘a0 "historical terri-
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tory”. The Muslims of Xinxiang
are living under rigid control.
These are issues which America
cannot cilgnc:-re. They deal with
the credibility of America, as
the leader of the unipolar
world.

China perceives these issues
differently. The map of China is
close to the heart of its percep-
tion of China as the world
power. Particularly, for this
reason, the Russian example is
an uutradgﬂ for China. They look
on the dismantling of commu-
nist structure as a prescription
for peril. In their estimation,
advantages offered by the au-
thoritarian one party commu-

-

nist rule guarantees their na-
tional security. There is little
possibility, that the world will
see the weaning way of China
[rom comniunist party. China
feeds on the belief that the cen-
trifugal forces of communist
party holds China together.
Western democracy will weaken
the foundations of sweeping
state powers. Its leaders, over
the years. have relentlessly
built communist party into the
national structure.
Communist party, even
when it rides the vehicle of.
market economy. is an abomi-
nation to American leaders.
With Presidential and congres-
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NATO command and control
arnd NATO rules of engagement,
with special arrangement for
non-NATO countries, just like
our force in Bosnia, Our mili-
tary campaign will continue
until these conditions are met,
not because we are stubborn or
arbitrary. but because these are
the only conditions under
which the refugees will go home
in safety and under which the
K.L.A. have any incentive to
disarm - the basic requirement
of a resolution that will work.

Second, this strategy has
broad and deep support in the
alliance, and allows us to meet
our objectives. While there may
be difference in domestic cir-
cumstances, cultural ties to the
Balkans and ideas on tactics,
there is no question about our
unity on goals and our will to
prevail. I have worked hard to
shape our present consensus; 60
days into the air campaign,
NATO is more unified on
Kosovo that it was at the begin-
'ning,

Third, this strategy gives us
the best opportunity to meet our
goals in a way that strengthens
not weakens, our fundamental
interest in a long term positive
relationship with Russia. Rus-
sia is now helping to work out a
way for Belgrade to meet our
conditions. Russian troops
should participate in the force
that will keep the peace in
Kosovo, turning a source of ten-
sion into an opportunity for co-
operation, like our joint effort
in Bosnia,

Finally, we must remember
that the reversal of ethnic
cleansing in Kosovo is not suffi-
cient to end ethnic conflict in
the Balkans and establish last-
ing stability. The European
Union and the United States

sianal elections due in the year
2000, they will find the harden-
ing ol stand against China,
favnurab'le, By a natural reck-
r;minf;. the Republicans will lead
the hardliners. Already Sena-
tor McCain. supported by Bob
Dole, l:as spoken in favour of a
tough stand against China,
There are many among the pub-
lic-leaders who see wisdom in
blocking China's membership
in World Trade Organisation.
The Republican Presidential
hopefuls are likely to gain by
spea}:jr‘}& more forcefully on the
issue. Grore will also try not
to look soft on the issue,
China's deep involvement
with Serbia on Kosovo. serves
very few strategic interests. It is
a reminder of China's security
concerns: She has a handful in
Taiwan, Tibet, and Xianxiang,
Observers say that China is ap-
prehensive of Kosovo taking
place in their country. Her re-
action is syinptomatic of a deep
seated fear of a China paralysed
by turmoil. economic crisis and
the indignity of becoming an

must do for southeastern Eu-

~ rope what we did for Western

Europe after World War 11 and
for central Europe after cold
war. Freedomy respect for mi-
nority rights. and prosperily
are powerful forees [or progress.
They give people goals to work
for; they elevate hope over fear
and lomorrow over yesterday.
We can do that by rebuilding
struggling economies, encour-
aging trade and investment and
helping the nations of the re-
glon join NATO and the Euro-
pean Union, Already, the re-
gion’'s democracies are respond-
ing to the pull of integration by
sticking with their reforms,.
taking in refugees and support-
ing NATO's campaign. A demo-
cratic Serbia that respects the
rights of its people and its
neighbours can and should join
them. If it does, we will help to
restore it to its rightful place as
a European state in the
Btalﬁans, mlm.I. a baflkanized state
-at the periphery of Europe.

The Balkans are nntFEted to
be the heart of European dark-
ness. a region of bombed
mosques, men and boys shot in
the back, young women raped,
all traces of group and individ-
ual history rewritten or erased.
Just as leaders took their people
down that road, leaders must
take them back to a better to-
morrow, Ultimately, we and our
allies can help make this hap-
pen, if we stick with NATO's
campaign and follow through
with a strategy to insure that
the forces pulling southeastern
Europe together are stronger
than the forces tearing it apart.

Courtesy: The article. writ-
ten by the 42nd President of the
United States, was published in
the Opposite Editorial page of
}'gggﬁew York Times on May 23,

p: Trials of Constructive Engagement

underling of America.

The accidental bombing of
Chinese embassy has badly
sirained Sino-American rela-
tionship. In a relationship,
where highly sensitive national
pride an& deep rooted mistrust
are dominant factors. how it is
going to affect their ties re-
mains to be seen, It is believed
theil they understand the wis-
doni of quickly repairing the re-
lationship.

The importance and urgency
of bilateral economic interest
have far reaching influence on
Sino-American relationship.
They simply cannot push it be-
hind. 1o carry on the sabre rat-
tling, This is likely to prevail
on them. in taking sincere ef-
forts ‘at building even firmer
understanding  which can
weather such unpleasantness,
without raising any storm. The
understanding should allow
their co-operation to function.
even in’disagreements. That
will be a heartening news for
the next century, and indeed for
the world.
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