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into three figures soon.

IMRAN ON INZY
LONDON, May 24: Former
Pakistan captain Imran Khan

admires Inzamamul Haq's

prowess with the bat, but don't
ask him to bat with the sluggish
slugger who plundered 81 runs
as Pakistan beat Australia
Sunday, reports AP,

"His running between the
wickets is appalling and yester-
day he was involved in three
moments of absolute chaos,”
Imran wrote in a Monday
newspaper column.

Inzamam finally ran him-
self out at Headingley — the

29th time he has : ed
his wicket that way ﬁn'ane—‘ ay

internationals.

"l have seen plenty of big
men play cricket who are not
quick between the wickets, but
Inzamam does not ?]]f::p:ar to

p even the basics of running
and calling,” Imran said.,

"Yesterday at Headingley we
saw the very best and the very
worst of this big player who
looks as if he does not know
what he is half the time."
HOSTS TURN BULL

LONDON, May 24: Worried
that Saturday's hammering by
South Africa could sap player
morale, England ileaz: man-
aﬁcrs have enlisted sports psy-
c ﬂlﬁgist Steve Bull to keep the
World Cup host team's hopes up,
reports AP.

“It's important for the man-
agement to ensure the spirits
remain high as I'm sure they
will do," said chairman of selec-
tors David Graveney.

After restricting South
Africa to 225 for seven in their
50 overs, England crumbled to
103 all out in reply, slumping to
their first defeat of the 12-na-
tion tournament.

‘It was a hammering," was
Graveney's blunt assessment of
the performance. "We'll assess
the effect of this game, but we
haven't been knocked out of the
tournament as a result of losing
that match. We played well up
until that point and we had our
moments in that game too."

PAKISTAN NOT SO QUICK

LEEDS, England, May 24:
Pakistan might have the quick-
est bowler in world cricket in
the form of 23-year-old pace-
man Shoaib tar but as a
team, it doesn't bowl its overs
quickly enough, reports AP.

Pakistan edged Australia by
10 runs in a World Cup thriller
Sunday at Headingley, but
match referee Raman Subba
Row fined the team 20 per cent
of its match winnings for not
getting through its 50 overs
quickly enough.

It was the second time in
three games that Pakistan have
been fined for a slow over rate,
following a similar penalty af-
ter their first game against the

West Indies at Bristol.
' On Sunday, Pakistan bowled
four overs aiter the stipulated
cessation of the match.

"What can you do," Row said.

"They bowl short and still end

up winning."

Olonga points at
From page 16

bit - but hasn't done it for a long
time.

"You have %(ﬂt the bowlers
who can bat like Robert Croft
but they are not in the same
class as Shaun Pollock, Mark
Boucher or Lance Klusener.

"The England bowling is su-

rb but the weakness is their

atting and we will have that in
the back of our minds going
into the game, when we are go-
ing to give it everything."

Olonga added: "It's a must
win game for us as our last
maitch is against South Africa
who are a phenomenal side who
will bowl out any team and de-
fend any score.

"But England have also got to
wirn. They are in the same boat
as us. All the pressure is on Eng-
land and I would hate to be in
their shoes with all the ec-
tations of the nation on their
shoulders.

'If we lose then coming to the
World Cup would still have
given us a lot of positive points
and things we have learnt.

“But we are still thinking
that we can get that one win
which will take us into the Su-

er Six and we are capable of
ating England,

"What we have to do is
knuckle down on a few things.
When our batting has done well.
the bowling has failed and vice-
versa. We have got to put every-
thing together at the same
time."

Olonga believes it is vital for
the development of cricket in
Zimbabwe that they qualify for
the Super Six.

He said, "I've said to the guys
that we shouldn't be looking at
the size of the giant we are try-
ing te kill - but instead at the
size of the reward for killing it.

"If we qualify for the Super
Six it will increase the interest
in the game hugely back home.
It is already the one sport that
is doing well in Zimbabwe and
got the interest of people.

"But there are a lot of kids
who want to get involved in it
and can't afford to buy the kit
and can't afford to look upon
cricket as a future career.

"Il we do well here it will
E;*mride huge impetus and the

need is on the development |}

side of the game.

‘We need sponsorship, sup-
port from cnrﬁurate companies.
Then we might open doors for
more people to take it up as a
full-time career as I have done."

Confident

Fl'nmpage]a.

and the days of us just turnin
up to make up the numbers an
hoping not to lose too badly are
definitely a thing of the past.

"Our s have come to grips
with the fact that they are a
Test-playing country, fully-
fledged professional cricketers
who go out expecting to win
their fair share of games.

‘"That has been the big turn-

around for us in the past year

~and we are looking to get the
'third win, that we think we
need to qualify for the Super
olx, against England.”

NZ-WINDIES SCOREBOARD
From page 13

Scoreboard of the New Zealand innings against West Indies

at Southampton yesterday:
NEW ZEALAND

M Horne ¢ Lara b Walsh

N Astle ¢ Jacobs b Ambrose
C McMillan ¢ Jacobs b Simmons

S Fleming ¢ Jacobs b
R Twose ¢ Williams b King
C Cains ¢ Lara b Dillon

A rarore c Jacobs b Dillon

C Harris ¢ Campbell b Dillon
D Nash ¢ Williamms b Dillon
G Larsen ¢ Jacobs b Simmons
& Allott not out

Extras: (Ib-6, w-17, nb-6)

Total: (Al out in 48.1 overs)
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Fall of wkts: 1-2 (Astle, 1.6 ov): 2-13 [Horne, 4.5 ov): 3-22
(Fleming, 10.3 ov); 4-31 (Twose, 16.4 ov): 5-59 (McMillan, 25.1
ov); 6-75 (Cairns, 30.5 ov); 7-125 (Parore, 40.3 ov):. 8-130 (Nash,
42.5 ov); 9-155 (Larsen, 47 .4 ov); 10-156 (Harris, 48.1 ov).

Bowler
Walsh
Ambrose
King
Simmons
Dillon

Toss: West Indies:

0

10
10
10

9

9.1

1 (4-nb, 2-w

1 {2-w)

2 [1-nb, 5-w]

2 [1-nb, 4-w)

4 (3-w)

Umpires: Javed Akhtar (Pak) and S Venkataraghavan (Ind).

TV Umpire: JH Hampshire.
Match Referee: RS Madugalle (SL).

BATTING, BOWLING SO FAR

97 — Saurav Gan
96 — Jacques Kal

3 for 29—

Jfor 23 —

3. for 25—

19, Northampton.
3 for 20— JBE
Northampton.

3 for 28 — Courtn
Bristol.

S dor 29— Me

3 for 30 — Geo
Chelmsford.

3 for 30 — Reon King
3 for 30 — Pramody
May 22, Worcester.
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‘England’s Graham Tho
their batting skills in

Muttiah Muralitharan

b i |

LONDON, May 24 (Reuters) : Top batting and bowling
.at the World
out):
BATTING
140* — Sachin Tendulkar (India) v Kenya; May 23, Bristol.
104* — Rahul Dravid (India) v Kenya, May 23, Bristol.

rformances
up tournament after Sunday's matches (*denotes not

uly (India) v South ‘Africa. May 15, Hove:
is (South Africa) v India, May 15, Hove.
88* — Nasser Hussain (England) v Kenya, May 18, Carterbury.

88 — Alec Stewart (England) v Sri Lanka, May 14, Lord's.¢; 4 i
‘81 — Yousuf Youhana (Pakistan) v Scotland. May 20, Qpr&qﬁgﬂ *
‘Bl —~'Injamamul Haq (Pakistan) v Australia, May 23, S A

80" — Roger Twose (New Zealand)v Rustralik May 20, Cardiff.|

77 — ?hlﬁ’narine Chanderpaul (West Indies) v Pakistan, May.16,

" Bristol. ’ DN s '
/6 — Darren Lehmann (Australia) v New Zealand, May 20, Cardiff.
76 — Gavin Hamilton (Scotland) v Pakistan, May 20, Durham.

73* — Graeme Hick (England) v Sri Lanka, May 14, Lord's.
71 — Steve Tikolo (Kenya) v England, Ma
69* — Andy Flower (Zimbabwe] v India,
67 — Mark Waugh (Australia
64 — Mehrab Hossain (Ban
61 — Graeme Hick (England)
61 — Michael Bevan (Austral
60 — Herschelle Gibbs (South Afri¢a) v Englan
60 — Chris Cairmms (New Zealand) v Austr
BoOWLING
4 for 17 — Allan Donald (South Africa)
Oval.

4 for 25 —
Dublin.

18, Canterbury,

ay 19, Leicester.

] v Scotland, May 16, Worcester.
ladesh) v West Indies, May 21, Dublin.
v Kenya, May 18, Canterbury.

ia) v Pakistan, May 23, Leeds,

. May 22, Lord's;
ia; May 20, Cardiff,

v England, May 22, The
Courtney Walsh (West Indies) v Bangladesh, May 21,

4-for 34 — Darren Gou

gh (England) v Kenya, May 18, Canterbury.
4 for 3

7— Alan Mullally (England) v Sri Lanka, May 14, Lord's.

4 for 37 — Geolff Allott [New Zealand) v Australia, May 20, Cardiff.
4 for 40 — Wasim Akram (Pakistan) v Australia, May 23, Leeds.

4 for 42 — Neil Johnson (Zimbabwe) v Kenva
4 for 56 — Debashish Mohan
3 for 11 — Shoaib Akhtar (Paki
3 for 19 — Gavin Larsen (New Zealan
Chelmsford.

3 for 21 — Lance Klusener (South Africa)
Northampion.

Henry Olonga (Zimbabwe) v India, May 19, Leicester.
Wasim Akram (Pakistan) v Scotland, May 20, Durham,
(Sri Lanka} v South Africa, May

ques Kallis (South Africa) v Sri Lanka, May 19,

. May 15, Taunton.
ty (India) v Kenya, May 23, Bristol.
v Scotland, May 20, Durham.
d} v Bangladesh, May 17,

v Sri Lanka, May 19,

cy Walsh (West Indies) v Pakistan, May 16,

Dillon (West Indies) v Pakistan, May 16, Bristol.
Allott (New Zealand) v Bangladesh, May 17,

(Wesl Indies) v Bangladesh, May 21, Dublin.
a Wickremasinghe (Sri Lanka) v Zimbabwe,

rpe (L) and Nasser Hussain honing
the nets at Trentbridge yesterday.
— AFP photo

| Hosts in tricky

— AFP photo

Sport
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A third victory for England -
they have already beaten Sri

Lanka and Kenya - would all but

see lhem safe. Zimbabwe, vic-
tors over Kenya and India; are
in a similar position.

Stewart look certain to re-
shape his seam attack on Tues-

day by drnppin%l Angus Fraser
a

in. favour of -rounder Ian

Austin.

Fraser - playing his first
and perhaﬁs his last World Cup
game at t
penetration against South
Africa as his 10 wicket-less

overs went for 54. The inclusion

of Austin will also lengthen
England's batting,

Off spinner Robert Croft,
meanwhile, may make way for
Adam Hollivake. a batsman
and fifth seamer. again to beef
up the batting.

Zimbabwe will look to ihe
in-form Flower brothers, Grant
and Andy. to anchor the bat-
ting, Pace bowler Henry Olonga,
rapidly becoming a cult figure
here, will lead the attack while
leg spinner Paul Strang will
hope to exploit England's noto-
rious weakness against spin,

Zimbabwe also seem certain
to retain their faith in veteran
Eddo Brandes,

The 36-year-old seamer,
more than anyone, seems to
hold the key to his side’'s Eng-
land jinx.

A chicken-farmer by trade,
he boasts a one-day hat-trick
against England. as well as fig-
ures of four for 21 in Zimbab-
we's victory

meeting in the event.

- ASQUADS

ENGLAND (probable): Alec
Stewart (capt). Nasser Hussain,
Graeme Hick, Graham Thorpe.,
Neil Fairbrother, Andrew
Flintoff, Adam Hollioake,
Mark Ealham, lan Austin, Dar-
ren Gough, Alan Mullally.

ZIMBABWE (probable): Neil
Johnson, Grant Flower, Paul
Strang, Murray Goodwin, And
Flower, -Alistair Campbell
(capt). ‘Guy Whittall, Stuart
Carlisle, Healh Streak., Eddo
Brandes. Henry Olonga.

India rejoices
From page 16

innings that would be a special
tribute to his father,

“That he translated his
dream into reality speaks of
Tendulkar's resolve. It also
speaks of Tendulkar's genius as
a batsman. If Indian can get out
of the mess. it will require the
genius of Tendulkar to do so."

Newspapers carried Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee's effusive message to
Tendulkar in which he de-
scribed him' as the pride of
nearly a billion people.

Vajpayee mnE time off from
his preoccupation with the
elections to pen a late night
message on Sunday to under-
score the widespread belief that
Il‘endulkar was a model to emu-
ate;

"Not only did you not let the

deep personal loss caused by
your father’'s sudden demise dé-
ter you but you actually used it
ds an inspiration to scale yet
another summit in cricketing
excellence,” Vajpayee said, |

For the moment at least, In-
dians seemed to have forgiven
Saptain Mohammad Azharud-

in.

In an Internet poll conducted
by the Times of India group's
site at the weekend, 62 per cent
of ‘voters said they wanted
Azharuddin replaced as captain
midway through the World Cup.

Clever punter!

LONDON, May 24: A die-hard
Manchester United supporter
stands to win 157.000 pounds
(230.000  dellars}) if his
favourite team wins Wednes-
day's European Cup final, but if
they lose, his bet is worth twice
as much, reports AFP.

The punter, a businessman
in his b50s [rom Staffordshire,
placed two 2.50 pound bets on
two l4-event accumulators in
November:.

The first 13 selections on
each bet were winners and now
anxiously waits to see if will
win 314,000 pounds for a Bay-
ern Munich victory or 157,000
if Manchester United win.

“Apart from being the perfect

bet, this wager will test the |

moral scruples of the punter,”
said Graham Sharpe of book-
makers William Hill.

The punter, a Manchester
United sugpurter for 30 years,
has already correctly picked
Australia to win cricket's Ashes
at odds of 4/11, Manchester
United to win the English Pre-
miership at 11/8 and Michael
Owen as the Premiership top
scorer at 4/1.

e age of 33 - lacked

overiEngland in the
1992 World 'Ehp, their only*
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laleofa frue | Tendulkar the best

bangladeshi |

From Nizamuddin Ahmed

EDINBURGH, May 24:
Yousuf Rahman Babu, former
Bangladesh cricketer star, is
simply elated.

He is here with his wife. He
has flown from New York to Ed-
inburgh via London to see the
boys, some of who were tiny
toddlers when he scored that
famous 78 against the visiting
MCC at the Dhaka Stadiumi.

"It was January 6 and 7 in
the year 1977", said he with his
characteristic wide smile. So
how old was Minhazul when
you were Ipla_',ring? "He just got
in when | gave up. Good re-
placement, wasn't it 2 " he
quipped. v

Narrating his feeling abou
being able to see Bangladesh in
the World Cup, Yousuf said,
"Ask the nation how they feel. If
they are excited, I am too.”

MAKE-SHIFT
CARNIVAL

A 20-man strong band of
Scottish I:ggpipers and drum-
mers played Highland tunes to
set the stage for Edinburgh's
first World Cup match.

Joyous shouts of 'B ad-
esh, Eanﬁladesh'. backed b
another band of make-shift
instruments was more of a
clamour, but in terms of fun
and merrymaking, it came out
tops.

In fact, the entire set-up was
make-shift. The press box.

ain a tent put this time more
along the line of the wickets,
the commenta box, the
stands, the scoreboards, even
the toilets were all temporary

Bangladesh flags gave the
Grange Cricket Club ground an
anna of festivity. Ominously,
there was not a single Scotland
flag in the gallery.

Akhtar warned
privately

HEADINGLEY, May 24: Pak-
istan paceman Shoaib Akhtar
was given a private warning
from match referee Raman
Subba Row after clashing with
Australian batsmen during
their World Cup match here on
Sunday, reports AFP.

Akhtar, regarded as the
quickest bowler in the world.
was involved in several inci-
dents, exchanging words with
Steve Waugh and Ricky Ponting
during the Australian innings.
Pakistan won the game by 10
runs.

Subba Row said, "Nobody
has been officially reported.”

"Umpire Rudi Koetzen
doesn’'t want any official action
taken against Shoaib Akhtar,
but he's about to get an unoffi-
cial rocket from me.

‘There was a shouting match

- foirig ‘on out there and words
were spoken.”

Captain 'Wasim Akram' was
forced to intervene after Akhtar
appeared to stand in the way of
the Australian batsinen as they
were trying to complete a run.

Wasim said, "He's a very fast
bowler. so you have to calm him
down at times. | spoke to the
umpire myself, I said 'relax and
let me have a go at him.”

Australia captain Waugh,
meanwhile, was making no
complaints, saying, "I play the
game hard out in the middle. so
I'll leave it to whoever makes
the judgements."

| 'Cricketcide’ |

NEW DELHI, May 24: An an-
gry cricket fan stabbed an In-
dian shopkeeper to death for
switching off his television dur-
ing a World Cup match featur-
ing India, the Press Trust of In-
dia said on Monday, reports
AFP.

A group of people in the east-
ern Indian state of Orissa were
watching the live telecast of the
India-Kenya encounter on Sun-
day outside a shop when the
owner decided to call it a day.
The cricket fans protested the
move and when an argument
started, one of them stabbed the

I shopkeeper, who died later in

hospital.

Scots finally

get a sponsor

EDINBURGH, May 24: As the
only team going into the cricket
World Cup without a financial
sponsor. Scotland have felt like
outsiders in more sense than
one — but not any longer, re-
ports AFP.

The Tartan no-hopes, 1.000-
1 with the bookmakers to win
the event and already halfway
through their campaign; have
finally secured a “five-figure"
deal with a leading media com-
pany.

The sum, believed to be
nearer 10,000 pounds (16,500
LS dollars) than 99,000 pounds
(163.350 US dollars), is a wel-
come relief for the Scots whose
only form of commercial sup-
port until now came in the form
of a delivery of 1.500 nutrition

bars.
Coach Jim Love said he

hoped the money would encouir-
age the development of cricket
In Scotland. where it is regarded
As A minority sport.

Proteas on Dutch

From page 16

finals as they did three years
ago in India and Pakistan, but
have had to settle for staging a
first round game.

- For the one-off match the
Amstelveen club has erected a
special stand to cater for an ex-
pected crowd of around 5,000 in
a country where ecricket is one
of the larger minority sports.

The South Africans again
have the upper hand in terms of
experience of the ground.

For Kenya the location is
new, but many in the South
African side will fondly re-
member last year's 83-run vic-
tory over the Dutch, particu-
larly opener Gary Kirsten who
scored an unbeaten century in
that game. :

| his second:catch. -
— e ..I a_._:.'ur ;l-.|i'

LONDON. May 24 (Internet
report): India captain Moham-
mad Azharuddin paid tribute to
Sachin Tendulkar after his su-
perb unbeaten 140 contribution
to India's World Cup win over
Kenya, saying: "He is the best
player in the world."”

Tendulkar, who dedicated
his century to his late father,
Ramesh, flew straight back to
Britain after the cremation,
and left his team-mates in awe
with his accomplished batting
performance.

Azharuddin said: "We all
support him at this difficult

time and wish him the very-

besl.

"He keeps making runs and
making the country proud.

"It was nice to win after two
close defeats and we can now
look forward to the rest of our
games with confidence."

Tendulkar treated a capacity
Indian-dominated 8,500 crowd
at Bristol to a succession of glo-
rious strokes in an innings that
took his team to a 94-run vic-
tory.

Tendulkar said: "When |
went home, the first question
my mother asked was 'why am |
here?.' :

"She sald my father would
have wanted me to carry on
playing in the competition and
that is why I have come back
quickly.

"This was a special hundred
for me and 1 would like to dedi-
cate it to my father,

"I would also like to thank -

my mother, two brothers. sister
and all my countrymen who

have supported me.

"It was difficult to keep m
father's death out of my mind,
but I tried my best,

what [ felt when 1 reached my
hundred, but I looked up to the
skies and I did it for my father,
my munu?r and the team.

"I would not say it was my
best innings, but it meant some-
thing very special.”

Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid
also set record stands for the
tournament of 237 which pow-

ered India to an imposing total

of 329 for two.

o -~

Dwelling on
boycott

MELBOURNE, May 24
(Reuters/ Internet): Australia's
cricketers will consider boy-
cotting matches if their players
aren't protected during future
World Cup matches, a players
spokesman said on Monday:.

Australian Cricketers' Asso-
ciation president Tim May said
the players were so upset at the
lax security arrangements at
the tournament in England that
they. were considering a
walkoff.

"l don't think there's any
doubt that we are getting closer
to that stage,’” May told Aus-
tralian television on Monday.

"The players are going to say
that's it, we are not going to go
on to this ground'."

Australian captain Steve
Waugh has lodged three sepa-
rate complaints about security
during the World Cup.

He contacted the Interna-
tional cricket Council after his
players were jostled by unruly
spectators during Australia’s
win over Scotland last week,

He lodged a second com-
plaint after a fan tried to steal
Mark Waugh's cap following
Australia’s defeat by New
Zealand in Cardiff.

The latest incident occurred
during Sunday's 10-run loss to
Pakistan when thousands of
mostly Pakistan fans invaded
the Headln%ley pitch.

May, a former test spinner,
described the security arrange-
ments as "totally and abso-
lutely irresponsible” and called
on the tournament organisers
to fix the problem before some-
one was injured.

Minh
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strokes on a pitch that was
dodgy from the word ‘play’.

Makeshift opener Khaled
Masud gave Bangladesh the all
too familiar usual shaky start
as he holed out at third man to
Philip, trying to pull across a
rising Blain bomber. Masud,
out for naught, was
Bangladesh's new find at the
top.

pr:hrah Hossain was impa-
tient. and he eventually offered
a leading edge to long-on to give
Dyer enough time to hold on Lo
a high catch. He was oul on
three.

Skipper Aminul Islam was a

bit unlucky to have been given
out lbw to Blain, for the ball
was on the rise and had struck
him sufficiently hEh to get the
benefit of doubt.
Ibw decision reduced his side to
three for 13. His zero did not
ring wa' ming bells for his pre-
decessor Akram. who also went
for a duck.

Akram Khan, rather shaky
in all the three games, lost his
way again and nudged a sim})le
catch to first slip,:giving Philip

owever that -

l}am'll's 5

saves the

Faruque Ahmed, another of
the three former captains' play-
ing and making World Cup de-
buts, appeared initially to have
understood that the rot was eat-
inF. but he too went cheaply by
allowing Blain to rattle ‘the
stumps.

In led Minhazul to lay bricks
on a sagging foundation. He had
the right mason as a partner in
Naimur. The sixth-wicket pair
put on a handsome display of
true grit to squirm out of the
Scottish grapple.

- The pair pumped in 69 runs
in 89 minutes to elevate
Hanﬁladesh from the deep gorge
of the highlands. Naimur hit
five fours in his 58-ball stay at
the crease, scoring a very cred-
itable 36 before mistiming a
Stanger delivery, only to give
catch at mid-on off the bowling
of Brinkley. The sixth wicket
was broken at 95.

Minhazul was more boister-
ous in scoring his unbeaten 68
that came off a very responsible
116-ball vigil. On the way, he
clobbered six fours and several
other magnificent shots in his
custumarg flowing style. Min-

camie in" 104 balls,

blushes

taking Bangladesh to 158 for
eight.

The seventh wicket stand
vanished in a flash with Khaled
Mahmud undone by Dyer.

Minhazul then lg'::uﬂ){Y an arch
over his previous wall with the
help of Enamul Haque. A 37-
run eighth wicket partnership
rode Bangladesh to 133 and to
some respectability.

It was enough to wind up the
lively band of Bangladeshis,
clad in national colours and led
by two "tigers", attired appro-
priately, that had apparently
never given up hope.

Hasibul Hussain then paired
with Minhazul for the ninth
wickel to extract a very useful
31 runs.

In Minhazul's last battle, he
found Manjurul Islam in the
bunker. They came out to blud-
geon thmule: the final overs to
carry Bangladesh to 185 with-
oul any [urther damage, The
tenth pair pul on 21 runs.

Blain finished with four
wickets at the expense of 37
runs. Butt, a Lahore-born
cricketer of Pakistani origin,
took 2 for 24, Dyer 2 for 26 and
costly Brinkley one fmﬁ. -

Sur

LONDON, May 24: Former
Indian skipper Sunil Gavaskar
on Sunday blamed India's in-
abilily lo cope with pressure for
their current plight at the World
Cup and warned the team can
have no excuses if they don't
perform after the return of its
hest performer Sachin Ten-
cdulkar, reports PTI.

[ndia’s excuses will run out
today. Tendulkar is back from
Mumbai after his father's
death. If the world's brightest
batsman cannot make the dif-
ference for his country, it's
team’'s stay may be a short one
indeed,"” the legendary batsman
told the Times here.

India's poor nine months
leading upto the World Cup has
hardly emboldened the side.
The rest of the winter was spent
as a distinctly second best side
to Pakistan. he said.

Gavaskar warned if India
were to. make an exit next Sat-
urday (at the league stage], there
may be a crash. "There is so
much hype and hope. If they do
well sky is the limit for Indian
cricket. If India don't do well,
there is a huge boom at the mo-
ment, but I fear a crash would
happen,”

In an obvious criticism of
[ndian strategies, he said only
those teams. which had cap-
tains, bowlers and stewards
coming up with tactical innova-
lions were doing well.

“In this. India is finding it-
self being overwhelmed," he
saicd and felt there were certain
lraits in Indian cricket that
naturally inhibited their lim-
ited-over style.

“To a large extent the Indian

1Ny says

temperament is non-confronta-
tion.

It's a temperament that
doesn't encourage you to take
the aggressive step forward,” he
said.

Gavaskar said in one-day
cricket you've got to make
things happen. "That's where
Tendulkar makes a difference.
He is the one who takes those
risks."

He said hosts England too,
like India, lacked the killer in-
stinet. "I would be surprised if
England win this tournament.
but wouldn't rule it out.”

“To win a tournament like
the World Cup. you need either
players with flair like Ian
Botham and David Gower or
you need a team which is going
o play consistently," he added.

South African legend Barry
Richards, however, said the In-
dian performance so far had
been above many others, even
England. with their batsmen so
far piling up good runs.

But he also said the flaw was
in the tactics. "It is the tactics in
which they are lacking." he
said. .

Richards said so [ar South
African skipper Hansie Cronje
had proved the best tactician.

He lauded Pakistan skipper
Wasim Akram as a good team
leader, but said other teams
were lacking in that aspect,

Frequent blackouts eaused
rioting to break out in Dhaka
during last year's football
World Cup. Bangladesh has no-
toriously erratic power supply,
but there has been little tmu%l};:
reported so far as the country
makes it debut in world crick-
et's premier event.

Jmatc

Lankans do
not mind

COLOMBO, May 24: Sri
Lanka’'s electricity consump-
tion has registered little change
as television viewers show a
lacklustre response to the open-
ing matches in the cricket
World Cup, officials said Mon-
day. reports AFP.

EIEEtI‘iEilf’ consumption
rose marginally to 18.1 million
units on Wednesday when de-
fendinﬁ champions Sri Lanka
lost their qualifying match
against tournament favourites
South Africa, -

Three days later when Sri
Lanka played and won against
Zimbabwe, consumption fell to
17.4 million units. down from
17.5 million units a day earlier,

Officials said the consump-
tion pattern had harcﬁ}r
chanﬁed when the World Cup

es were shown live on a
local television channel and
broadcast over radio.

“The daily average is about
17.5 million units and we have
maintained that even during
the matches with the exception
of Wednesday, when slightly
more units were used," an en-
ergy ministry official said,

Newspapers and advertisers
have also reported little enthu-
siasm for the World Cup because
of the national team's poor
performance in recent months.

“The nation is in a despon-
dent mood. The Lanka Lion has
its tail between its legs." the Is-
land newspaper said last week.

The situation is very differ-
ent in nearby Bangladesh,
where power officials are work-
Ing overtime to ensure adequate
electricity supplies for televi-
sions during the cricket tour-
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