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. Mothers at Risk

Nearly 20,000 women die every year due to deliv-
ery-related complications, so says a recent Unicef
study. Even worse, most often ‘'untrained birth at-
tendants' conducting complicated delivery leads to
these deaths. While the mothers-to-be do not live to
see the first birthday of their babies, eight of every
1,000 new-borns die within hours of birth due to
injury during deliveries. Thirty to 50 per cent of
the infants have precariously low birth weight. Put
together, the whole scenario speaks of an alarming
state of the country’s obstetric, and pre- and post-
natal care mechanism. However, the bright side of
the gloomy picture is: the government has under-
taken a Unicef-funded programme, Comprehen-
sive Emergency Obstetric Care, aimed at reducing
annual maternal deaths by half, increasing the
number of normal deliveries by trained tradi-
tional birth attendants, and enhancing uptake of
pre- and post-natal care services.

Over the years, societal indifference to mother-
care, essentially stemming from ignorance and
misconceptions, has led to alarmingly high ma-
ternal deaths and spiraling child mortality, espe-
cially in the rural areas. Despite country-wide dis-
semination of essential tips on maternal care by
the government and non-government health-care
providers, there has not been any significant re-
versal in this trend. That 60 per cent of the four
million women who give birth every year are
anaemic and malnourished bears a strong testi-
mony to that effect. To make matter even worse,
majority of delivery cases in the rural areas are
handled by untrained birth attendants, thereby
immensely risking the lives of both the mother
and the new-born. Excessive bleeding, identified as
one of the major reasons for maternal deaths, is
often caused by these untrained midwives. The in-
fants are not spared, either. Clumsy and often cruel
way of conducting delivery leads to fatal injury for
them.

The Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric Care
project, encompassing 40 thanas across the coun-
try. is a commendable initiative in this regard. The
project has certainly touched the heart of the prob-
lem by focusing on not only strengthening logistics
but also improving societal responsibilities to-
wards pregnant women. Maternal deaths result
from delay not only in reaching medical facilities
and receiving quality care, but also in taking deci-
sion to seek medical care. To avert that, not only
the parents-to-be, but also their relatives have to
be made aware of their respective responsibilities.
Obstetric care, as said by one Unicef consultant, “is
not just a.health issue but is a social development
issue as well.” '

Police Restrained

The outrageous behaviour of the police with a
woman activist of the opposition Jatiyatabadi
Mahila'Dal-on 11 'May during the half-day hartal
is known to all by:now. A number of police consta-
bles on dutty.'including a woman, tried to strip
Moni Begum of her saree in front of thousands of
people which was photographed by the photojour-
nalists and published prominently in the national
press the next morning. This incident created
commotion among the people and the Home Min-
istry suspended four policemen responsible for
this nefarious act. Moni Begum, the political ac-
tivist and victim of police outrage, filed a case
against police personnel. Police on the otherhand

have filed a case against her,

It is quite natural when cases are filed they will
take the normal courses according to the law of the
land. But we would like to know why she should be
hounded by the Pnlice on the pretext of a case filed
by them? We call for a clarification from the police
why her house has been raided without any war-
rant and why she is being sought by the police to be
arrested, again without warrant? All these clearly
point to the malafide intention of the police to ha-
rass a political activist of the opposition.

An exasperated Moni Begum has sought the pro-
tection of the High Court from undue police ha-
rassment and the hon'ble High Court division has
by an order ‘restrained the Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs, IG Police and officers-in-charge of
Motijheel and Sutrapur police stations from raid-
ing the house of Moni Begum, for seven days. The
court also asked the aforesaid not to harass or ar-
rest her during the period'. This order of the High
Court will allow the complainant and her family a
respite, at least for the time being, from the ha-
rassment of police,

Noise Pollution

Auto-rickshaw drivers in the country, especially
in Dhaka city, are vulnerable, first, to hearing im-
pairment, and then, to complete deafness, for they
remain under continuous impact of excessive
noise while earning their daily bread. Four
specialists of the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
unveiled this following a small-scale countrywide
survey they conducted last year. The survey
findings on auto-rickshaw operators confirmed
that out of the 113 surveyed, 30.1 per cent have
been deafened by mechanical hullabaloo of their
own vehicles. The survey initiative, although it
scratched only the surface, is commendable,
because it directed our attention to a major health
concern that has been left alone for a long time
because of our indifferent attitude toward this
high-priority issue.

Added to about 40,000 auto-rickshaw drivers,
other auto operators like bus and truck drivers
along with the rickshaw-pullers, who are elephan-
tine in number, in Dhaka and in its cousin netro-
cities, are also exposed to this noise pollution, and
may be slow-poisoned to deafness as a result of
their unawareness. The unfortunate side of this
aspect is that people who are vulnerable don't even
know about the perils. Indeed, among 'multiple
health-related hazards — which also includes the
environment we live in — the noise pollution is an
impending misery for the entire population; be-
cause of the increasing number of motorised vehi-
cles and a sudden rise in noisy building construc-
tion activity. Every single individual is bound to
suffer hcann% impairment in one way or the other.

We strongly suggest the Department of Envi-
ronment and the Ministry of Environment and
Forest, first, measure the extent of sound pollu-
tion, and then, go into assured action to reduce, if
not fully eradicate, the causes of harmful ca-
cophony.

| 1

1

Issues in Water Managem

ity. an orderly progress re-

quires that an efficient man-
agement is in place with appro-
priate policies; strategies and

rogrammes for generating the

est possible lrajer:tnfly. given
the constraints faced. The situ-
ation relating to water, which is
indispensable for any life form
and for virtually every human
activity to be sustained, has
been becoming increasingly
critical.

The quantity of water is fi-
nite globally. Of the total quan-
tity available globally, only
three per cent is fresh. Two-
thirds of that (two per cent of
the total} is locked up in
glaciers and cryosphere and
one-third (one per cent of the to-
tal) is available for human use.
But as a result of both popula-
tion growth and increasing per
capita water use (due to agricul-
tural and industrial growth, ur-
banisation. modernisation),
the use of water globally has in-
creased about 7 timpgs since the
beginning of the 20 century,

In certain areas of the world,
the increased demand has far
oulstripped the availability un-
der the natural variabilities of
temperalure and precipitation.
In the coming decades global
warming and climate change
caused by the greenhouse effect
may complicate things lyrther.
Consequently. in the 21  cen-
tury, the most dominant water
problem will be ils shortage.
But, at the same time, the dete-
riorating quality ol water will
also be a major concern.

"According to the evidence
available from WHO, water-
borne diseases such as diar-
rhoea; analaria, river blind-
ness. Guinea worm and such
others are responsible for about

IN any field of human activ-

V] YHE Congress Party in In-
dia was in disarray alter
the shock resignation ol
its party leader Sonia Gandhi
on 17 May. The resignation
was in response (o a letter writ-
ten by three senior Congress
leaders wherein they ques-
tioned the suitability of Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi for the Lng job in
the country because of her for-
eign roots and lack of experi-
ence in public life. Mrs. Gandhi
was deeply hurt and wrote in
her resignation letter that
“*Though born in a foreign land
I chose India as my country. |
am an Indian and will remain
so till my last breath, India is
motherland, dearer to me than
my own lile.” The contents of
her lefter appears not only
poignant but reflects her sur-
prise and shock. Although the
m:egurity ol ‘Congress leaders
and party workers urged her (o
withdraw her resignation, she
remained non-committal at the
time ol the writing.

Sonia. Gandhi was under-

1 _standably aggrieved because she

became’ an Indian citizen in
1983 and she learnt Hindi. Fur-
thermore she conducted herself
like a dutilul Indian widow af-
ter her husband's death in 1991,
looking after her two children,
Privanka and Rahul. She could
liave easily returned to her na-
live country, lItaly after the
tragic loss ol her husband but
she continued to live in India.
She remains comimitted to the
values of India and to the wel-
fare of the people.

Mrs: Sonia Gandhi's [(52) is
no noviee in the murky world of
Indian politics. She was the
cdaughter -in-law of the greatest
political dynasty in India. She
met Rajiv Gandhi in England
where she studied English and
married in 1968, She had lived
in India since then. She was
nearby in._ 1984 when her
mother-in-law Mrs,. Indira
Ganclhi, former Prime Minister,
was shot dead hy her own Sikh

On the one hand, water sustains life but, on the other, it can be and has been a life destroyer on a
wide scale. It is absolutely necessary that water is managed properly for human survival and

socio-economic progress as well as for the sustainability of all life forms.

80 per cent of all diseases and
one-third of all deaths in devel-
oping counlries. WHO data
quoted in the August 1997 is-
sues (article: Water Resources
for Sustainable Development)
ol Hydrological Sciences Jour-
nal show that some 25.000 hu-
man beings are killed every day
globally by waterborne diseases
— 17 persons minute.

Thus, on the one hand, water
sustains life but; on the other, it
can be and has been a life de-
stroyer on a wide scale. Il is ab-
solutely necessary thal water is
managed properly for human
survival and socio-economic
progress as well as for the sus-
tainability of all life forms.

Given its supply and demand
conditions water is no longer a
free good. It is clearly an eco-
nomic good. But, at the same
time. it has social implications
and political ramifications. It

is important that all sections of

pulation and all relevant sec-
tors of the economy requiring
water are equitably catered for.
Obviously, in response to in-
creasing demands. water aug-
mentation of its supply from
various possible sources is one
option. But it has been becom-
ing increasingly difficult and
prohibitively expensive to har-
ness ever-increasing quantities
of water. It is therefore very im-
portant that efficiency in water
use is given due attention
through proper water manage-
ment. This would call for ap-

propriate allocative and use

regulating policies, which
would include the pricing

mechanism as an important
tool.

But for efficient water man-
agement, a comprehensive na-
tional water policy is essential.
In Bangladesh; until recently
there was no national water
policy. But there is one now.
The adoption of the national
waler policy, 1 believe, is a ma-
jor achievement of the present
governmernt. A national water
management plan is now under
preparation; keeping in focus

momeniunt. The vision needs to

embrace all crilical aspects on
both Eutﬂply and demand sides
and set the sights on robust out-
comes.
So far, the focus of water
Elanning in ‘this country has
een flood control and irriga-
tion expansion with a view to
increasing foodgrain produc-
tion, But water is needed for
various other purposes such as
domestic, fisheries, industries;
navigation and environmental
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the guidelines provided by the
national water policy.

Indeed, national water plans
were drafted previously; for ex-
ample, in 1986 and 1991. But
those plans were carried out
without any guiding principles
provided by a comprehensive
national water policy. In fact,
those plans were not even ap-
proved by the government. It is
expected that the ongoing na-
tional water management
plarining exercise will address
the critical issues in relation to
both supply and allocation of
water as well as its efficient

management. But a long term .

water vision is mnecessary Lo
provide for water policy and
planning to click and generate a
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protection and enhancement.
Obviously, the various demands
are competitive. and can be con-
flicting given supply shortages.
The key realities in the wa-
ter sector of Bangladesh include
the following. Too much water
during the monsoon causing
floods and too little or scarcity
during the dry season. Being the
lowest riparian in the Ganges-
Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM)
river systems, this country
bears the brunt of floods, dis-
charging over 80 per cent of the
GBM basin-wide runoff within
the five-month period from
June to October, and receives
residual flows from the trans-
boundary rivers during the lean
season because of upstream ab-
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stractions.
All 57 transboundary rivers
ol Bangladesh flow into the
country — 54 from India and 3
froi Myanmer. Hence, the re-
gional aspect of water manage-
ment is a critical issue for
Bangladesh. Within the coun-
try. there is much wastage of
water due to I management.
Hence, while mobilisation of
supplies maﬂr be necessary it is
important that available water
is managed efficiently and
Er?jperly_ S0 far people have
ad very little or no say in the
management of water resources
but it is the people who in fact
are the key to optimal utilisa-
tion of water. Participatory
management therefore is a cru-
cially important issue. Inte-
grated Water Resources Man-
agement (IWRM) therefore de-
fine the contours for the plan-
ning exercise. IWRM is "a pro-
cess which aims to ensure the
coordinated development and
management of water, land and
related resources to maximise
economic and social welfare
withoul compromising the sus-
tainability of vital ecosystems’.
But the large size of the pop-
ulation, which is still increas-
ing quite rapidly is a major

driving force behind increasing

demand for water. The high
poverty ratio (half the popula-
tion or more below the food
poverty line, and a much higher
proportion from the point of
view considerations relating to
human dignity fi.e. all basic
needs. freedom of choice, and
access to opportunities) and so-

Sonia Gandhi was understandably aggrieved because she became an Indian citizen in 1983 and
she learnt Hindi. Furthermore she conducted herself like a dutiful Indian widow after her
husband’s death in 1991, looking after her two children, Priyanka and Rahul. She could have

easily returned to her native country, Italy afiter the tragic loss of her husband but she continued to

live in India. She remains committed to the values of India and to the welfare of the people.

bodyguards in empathy with
the separatists. She has wit-
nessed political scenes [rom
very close quarters.

‘Her long-held abhorrence of
politics was well-known. In fact
she even intensely opposed her
hushand joining politics. She
wrole ol her battle: "I fought
like a tigress for him. for us and
our children. for the life we had
made logether. [ was angry and
resentful towards a system
which. as [ saw it, demanded
him as a sacrilicial lamb™, “And
she proved horribly right when
her husband was murdered in
199] by a Tamil Tiger suicide
bomber during the battle for re-
election.

~ sonia Gandhi entered into
politics a little over a year ago
when she was urged by the
Congress leaders to become
party President after its disas-
trous results in 1996 election.
The Congress leaders realised
that the infighting was damag-
ing the party. And it need a
charismatic figure to revive the
party’s fortune. She also felt
that she had moral obligation
to keep the ideals of the party
for which her mother-in-law
and husband stood for,

Her popularity and remark-
able ability to draw the crowd
revived the popularity of the
Congress party. Last year at the
polls the Congress would have
seerl much greater defeat but for
Sonia Gandhi. The next elec-
tion will be held in September
and this interregnum period is
crucial to the Congress party.
The party should be seen united
and strong with a popular
leader. ‘Al this point of time

why did the three leaders ol the
Congress party rock the boat?
What are their motives? There
are several possible reasons.

There is a view among some
of the Congress leaders that So-
nia Gandhi's foreign roots
should disqualify her from be-
coming Prime Minister of In-

* dia, although it seems that they

have no objection to her being

the President of the party. They

perceive that India's Prime
Minister should a “"native-
born” Indian and Sonia Gandhi
as the Prime Minister of the
country does not fit in with In-
dia's tradition. They perceive
that it is an insult to the Indian
people that no "native” Indian
out of 970 million people could
be found to be eligible to head
the government.

Another reason appears to
be that the otlier opponent par-
ties . such as BJP, will exploit
the sentiments of a sizeable
section of the people during the
election campaign that a
Hindu-derminated India should
nol be allowed to be governed by
a loreign-born Indian citizen
and a Catholic Christian. Al-
ready there is a BJP slogan that
India should not become a
“Pope Raj", meaning that Sonia
Gandhi would be controlled by
the Pope fromm Rome. To an une-
ducated eéectnra}l]e such election

ropaganda might work against
FhEPCt%II.LEI"E‘HE ]ﬁl!‘l}' thll’ill%!, thE:E
election campaign.

There is a view that one of
the: three Congress leaders,
namely Sharad Pawar has a
long-held ambition of becom-
ing Prime Minister since he
brought Congress party in

power in the state of Maharash-
tra. His voice appears to be
dwindling in the party hierar-

‘chy. There is an allegation that

Sonia Gandhi is being encirecled
hﬁ a few of her favourites and
she only listens to them. There
is' some frustration among
some of the stalwarts of the
party including Sharad Pawar
that their views are not listened
to by Sonia Gandhi. Mr. Pawar
managed to obtain the support
of .other two leaders, former
House Speaker Purno Sangma
and Tariq Anwar who repre-
sent interestingly the tribal and
Muslim community, giving an
impression that a wider section
of:community are not comfort-
able with Sonia Gandhi: as
Prime Minister of the country.
if the Congress party wotild win
the election. ?

There 'is a speculation that

Sonia Gandhi may return to her
job as the party President after
several key Congress office
holders on 18 May tendered
their own resignations to fur-
ther pressure her.into recon-
sidering the position. In that
case Sharad Pawar and the
rebel group would be
marginalised leading them to
form a breakaway Congress
party in the hope of achieving
their political u%jeclivﬂs.

[t could be argued that the
perception of the rebel trio does
not appear to be held by the or-
dinary people. To the men and
women in the street, Sonia
Gandhi represents her in-law
family- dynasty and therefore
has a right to step into the
shoes of her husband or that of
mother-in-law. They have no
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Don't i:uuch a

single tree!

Sir, The government is try-
ing out a new K-rupaganda by
slating that there are only
abotit 1,600 trees in the Osmani
Uddyan. Okay. so be it. Now, our
PM is repeatedly saying that
three trees will be planted for
every iree felled for the purpose
of making space for the Confer-
ence Centre. But. how long will
it take for those new saplings to
grow into the size of the current
ones and at what location
would that bhe?

These seem like empty talk
at best. The way our political
leaders go — they don't seem to
he able to remember their
promise to the people once their
OwWn purpose is served. So, they
even don't have any moral
right.

We would just like to say:
don't touch a single tree!

An Anxious Observer
Chitlagong.

Save the Udyan

Sir. | appreciate and attach
mysell to "Save the Udyan" ap-
peal. At the same time [ am
much interested to know the
activities ol these 'green hippies'
as regards to creating green
canopy all over the country,

at have they done so far?

Tanzia Chowdhury
Chittagong.

'Nato goes brute'

Sir. | was surprised to read
Boris Wang's letter in the DS
(18.5.99) titled 'NATO goes
brute'. There the writer referred
to NATO's 'so-called mistake'
implying the bombing on the

Chinese Embassy in Belgrade as
deliberate, But '.ghat snrgtrf:lif mo-

tive could NATO have for such
an act when the alliance is try-
ing to store up support for its air
carfli.gaign?

e supreme commander of
NATO General Clark has al-
reacly admitted that the maps
they used were three years ::sla:l;.I

I also cannot understand the
Chinese attitude of not accept-
ing President Clinton's apology.
For two days Lhe Chinese media
deliberately omitted Clinton's
apology and outraged its popu-
lation.

Such an attitude will invite
nothing but another cold war.,

Sijed Zainul Akmal

Sylhet.
Where is the
money?
Sir, Every morning the

newspapers greet us with grim
news, As they say morning
shows the day, these days the
newspapers are seemt to be doing
that. Now don't take me other-
wise. I have not suddenly be-
come a crusader against the
newspaper industry. They are
serving their purpose to the best
of their ability. It's unfortunate
that nothing good is happening
against those whom the papers
are exposing.

Lately we are seeing the news
about many 'big shots’' losing
their directorships of different
financial institutions. For a
long period we have been read-
ing about the millions of takas
being defaulted by many of our
top-notch business leaders..
somehow we the ordinary peo-
ple always wondered how could
they manage to do so when
there is supposed to be so much
checks and balances in our fi-
nancial institutions.

What were all those highly
responsible bank officials do-
ing? And have any of them been
found to be colluding with these
defaulters?

Now maybe it is getting a bit
clear, if you have the clout
anything is possible. Now the

uestion arises what have the
'big shots’ done with the money
and is the country ever going to
get any of it back? Or are they

oing to pull another scam with
tl Fir ‘clout’" and get away with it
all.

As they say "money can buy

anything”. But on the flip side -

of the coin, for a minute, try to

imagine the fate of a petty thief
when caught in the act, you
know what I mean!

Akku Chowdhuiry
Bancani. Dhedeer

"Getting closed to
the Tipperary"

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the write-up captioned
"Getting Closed to the Tipper-
ary’ by Shakil Kasem published
in the DS on 14th May. There
has been certain misrepresen-
1ation of facts which needs to be
corrected,

Immediately after liberation
of the country when cricket as
an organised game faced possi-
ble extinction as it was being
looked upon as a bourgeois
game, Reza-e-Karim held the
mantle of Bangladesh crickel in
a firm hand and set the ball
rolling for its international
recognition by filing an appli-
cation for the membership of
ICC. With the reorganisation of
the Bangladesh Cricket Board,
Mr Raisuddin Ahmed became
general secretary in 1975 and
joined hands with Mr Reza to
strengthen Bangladesh's claim.

In the meantime Robin Mar-
lar of the Sunday Times of Lon-
don wrote an article under the
caption "Wither Cricket in
Bangladesh". After going
through the article Mr. Reza

romptly contacted Robin Mar-
ar for his assistance for mem-
bership of ICC, who responded
positively.

In response to Bangladesh
Cricket Board's application, the
Secretary of ICC advised the
board to invite the MCC cricket
team to visit Bangladesh as on
the basis of their tour report,
Bangladesh's case for member-
ship will be considered, At that
time MCC used to look after the
interest of ICC and MCC's secre-
tary was the ex-office secretary
of ICC. Accordingly MCC was
invited to visit B adesh for
playing few matches at differ-

-ent venues, It is therefore quite

clear that there was no need for
anyone to caﬁ:le O pressure
MCC to visit Bangladesh as it

was their own suggestion. Al
that time Syed Ashraful Hague

was not so important cricket

player of Bangladesh and as
such cajoling or persuading
MCC to visit Bangladesh by a
non-entity person does not
arise,

Since Bangladesh Cricket
Board at that time did not have
any fund. Mr Raisuddin Ahmed
being a senior executive of
Bangladesh Biman used his
good office in persuading the
Biman to sponsor the tour of
MCC. Biman as a sponsor pro-
vided air tickets both for inter-
national and domestic travel
for both MCC and Bangladesh
cricket teams. Without the help
of Biman the tour of MCC could

not have been materialised. For

this Biman should get the due
recognition and credit.

On the basis of the tour re-
port of MCC, Bangladesh was
granted associate membership
of ICC in its meeting held in
June 1977 which was attended
by the then president and gen-
eral secretary of BCB.

Hope these facts will set the
record right. No one should take
the liberty to distort facts.

A R Ahmed
Baridhara, Dhaka.

Size doesn't matter

Sir. I was amused to read a
verbatim of JP President H M
Ershad which a?pearﬂd in a
weekly. While exchanging opin-
ion with the journalists of
Bagerhat. the JP President said:
"l tam an elephant. Manju,
Rabbi. Jhantus are mosquitoes.
They cannot be my rivals be-
cause I aspire to be the future
prirne minister of the country."

1 am afraid, Mr Ershad has
underestimated the power of
mosquitoes; although tini,'.
these insects can very easily
cause deadly diseases like
malaria, yellow fever, etc.

So Mr would be PM beware of

masquitoes,

M Zahidul Haque

BAI

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207, -
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qualms to see her as Prime
Minister of India. During the
election trail, Sonia Gandhi
demonstrated her popularity to
the crowd and she was seen as a
saviour of the poor masses of
India.

Furthermore there appears
to be a strong support for Sonia
Gandhi from the majority of
leaders and the ordinary work-
ers of the Congress party. They
believe that without Sonia
Gandhi there is no other
Congress leader within the
Fa:ty who could unite the party
act

ions. The ordinary workers
of the party want the {hree lead-

ers expelled or disciplined by
“'the party for raising this un-"

necessary and'damaging con-
troversy on Sonia Gandhi's
foreign roots. They do not see
any problem for Sonia Gandhi
becoming Prime Minister of the
country.

The BJP must be laughing at
the disunity among the
Congress party leaders before
the election. The Congress lead-
ers have played into hands of
BJPand, BJP will try to spread
the message that India should
not be ruled by a person born in
Italy and by a Christiah. If the
Congress party goes to polls
without Sonia Gandhi. it is
most likely that BJP will gain .

There is nothing strange in
the fact thalt a person ol loreign

ent in Bangladesh

cial ineguality and gender dis-
parily are critical realities to be
adldressed in water manage-
ment, ensuring the equitable
access of these poor and disad-
vantaged groups to water.

Use of too much ground wa-
ter for irrigation and urban
drinking purposes is creating
the problem of water table un-
sustainably going down. It is
also a major likely cause of ar-
senic contamination. Appro-
priate conjunctive use of ground
and surface water is needed.

The strategic areas of focus
ol a long-term water vision-
driven water management in
Bangladesh would therefore re-
late to the issues concerning the
supf}l}r of water and its role and
implications in terms of meet-
ing the demand for water in re-
lation to food security
(irrigation expansion); man-
agement of water-based disas-
ters including floods. drought,
erosion, and cyclones; sharin
of transboundary rivers an
augmentation of their lean sea-
son flows; appropriate plannin
for conjunctive use ufp groun
and surface water; rapid
urbanisation; environmental
rolection and enhancement
ocusing on such aspects as
salinity control, effluent dilu-
tion, resuscitation of silted up
rivers, wetland restoration and
conservation, and conservation
and rejuvenation of the Sun-
darbans; demand management
focusing on water rights and al-
location, water market, water
pricing, use efficiency; partici-
patory management with ap-
propriate roles for women:; and
equitable access of water to all
sections of population and all
water using sectors in different
parts of the country.

Congress Party in Disarray over Sonia Gandhi’s Italian Origin

roots has plaved a crucial role
in Indian politics. In fact the
Congress party was first headed
by a foreigner in 1884. Mrs. Nel-
lie. Sen Gupta, wife of De-
shapriya J. M. Sen Gupla of
Chittagong, was well known for
her contributions in politics
and held senior positions in the

ty. India claims to be a secu-
ar and democratic country and
there is nothing in the India's
constitution that a Christian or
a Muslim or a naturalised citi-
zen of foreign roots is not eligi-
ble to become the Prime Minis-
ter of India. It is the integrity of
the person which counts.

The Congress party was
placed in an embarrassing po-
sition when it failed to form an
alternative government after
helping topple the BJP govern-
ment in a no-confidence vote a
month ago. The business people
were happy with the BJP's bud-
gel and no one warnted another
election after only 13 months.
It is not at all certain whether
the Congress party would be
able to emerge as the Iar%ﬁst

arty after the election. This

eing the case, as a political
strat?fy the rebel trio group
should not have opened up pub-
licly divisive issues before the
election. Once the Congress
party would have won the elec-
tion, the question of the cre-
dentials of Prime Minister
could have been raised in the
party. Mr. Sharad Pawar and
the rebel group appear to have
touched a sensitive nerve at a
wrong time and the import
could be serious and irreparable
for the Congress party.

The  writer is Former
Bangladesh ambassador to the

LN in Europe, Geneuvna.

Masterly Inactivity

A Zabr

Our tireless politicians de-
serve the Churchillian com-
pliment of "masterly inactivi-
ly’. Since thely set the tone in the
society, the leaders in the other
E:;:cturs have to play second fid-

£,

The champion of champions
in this respect is unanimously
recognized as the Mayor of
Dhaka CC. He is a past master
in the art of small talk and
saying mothing, representing
the dean of polished diplomats
in this LG sector.. The undivided
atlention of 10 million tortured
souls in the metropolis is
riveted on the distractions
daily provided by this city be-
side the Buriganga [now almost
dry]. The water bodies are dis-
appearing also — now the Court
has issued injunctions on the
encroachments. The footpaths
entertain neither feet nor
paths: and the roads resemble
rughy scrambles, We are not

white ants, but. are worthy
coinipelilors.

The masterly inactivity has
been amply lprnved during the
long span ol 28 years — for
more than one generation. We
still cannot get the basics and
the fundamentals right about
our country, our culture., and
our sense ol direction. We are
still ‘'working deep inside the
foundation pits. below the
ground level; therefore nothing
of the structure can be seen —
not to speak of super-structures.
It also means we prefer to keep a
low profile; but it may not be a
sign of humility. }]u ging from
the fierceness of the public de-
bates onlour identity and roots.
If there is drama in real life,
this is it — much ado about
nothing,

Versatility is sometimes a
curse — too much dissipation of
energy in different directions.
We start many projects at once,
and then fondle the, who never
seenl to grow up as adults and

rovide service as assets. Our
iabilities are always prema-
ture. because we never seem to

w up. What is the difference

etween adulthood and matu-
rity? And when wisdom starts?
We' have no time for metaphys-
ical explorations. The gas
leaks. and the pipelines do a
turn-about (DS, Flﬁ

ay 3), and

yower tenders are unregulated.
ransparency is the art of hid-
ing the garbage.

History is a heavy load to
carry continuously and actively
for 28 years (52 years. if we in-
clude the first phase since
1947). Our politics, like our
silted delta; is heavily silted.
Two billions tons silt carried
down annually by the rivers
cannot be dredged even by thou-
sands of man-made dredgers.
We have (o learn to live in
harmony with nature. But here
priorily is under cdebate: re-
move the human silt first. lying
sale and secure deep in our
hearts?

Accessibility is a scarce cul-
ture in under-developed local
worlds,

The origin of nagging is hun-
damentally environmental in
origin. We are affected by the
cumﬁan}r we keeg. like it or not.
Dhaka is so cribbed. cabined.
and confined. that many pent-
up emotions and tasks do not
get enough outlets, to ensure
some degree of relief, Man needs
brief periods lor relaxation.

~When tension turns into h)crlper-
ical

tension, the popular me
nanie is blood pressure. Gastric
ulcer is due to the inability to
digest current situations, polit-
ically speaking. For preventing
heart attacks, safe by-pass
surgery is available thesg tfay&
In politics, no by-pass method-
ology is entertained in this part
of the world. What is diabetic
politics is not clear to this
writer.

Do we have any Institute of
Political Research? Perhaps we
missed something basic and
obvious. " “ 5

Anyway, there is still hope,
so long, with due respect to the
masterly inactivity we see (or
are not allowed to see), we do
not feel that we are towards in-
side a well, and have a limited
view of the universe. When

urging comes, the physical ef-

ect is visible to the onlookers.
We are the ones who also wait
and serve. The pendulum of tol-
erance swings too much in our
country. annot be helped,
since we are still in the stage of
g:mdling our new-found free-

oni.




