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INews snaps

Accused escapes

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 23: Haji Shahed, ring leader of an inter-dis-
trict gang ol 'car lifters' escaped from police custoedy on May 19
while being taken to Rajshahi from Bagerhat for appearing in
the court in connection with a case.

Police said that he had escaped from the reserved air-condi-
tioned compartment of the inter-city express train 'Kap-
atakkha' while five policemen meant for escorting him were
sleeping. Haji Shahed alias Monir is an accused of 10 car lifting
cases and a murder case. A dismissed police constable, Haji
Shahed was helped by his second wife Bilkis Begum, 28, to es-
cape from the train taking {ull advantage of negligence of duty
of policemen. He escaped when the train reached Ishwardi, po-
lice of Bagerhat sadar thana said.

Arms, ammunition recovered

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, May 23: Personnel of Hatfazilpur police outpost
recovered five pipeguns and one round of ammunition from vil-
lage Ratnat in Sailakupa thana on Sunday morning.
According to police, during police patrol a contingent of po-
lice led by SI Anwar Hossain ran after a gang ol miscreants and
the miscreants lled away [roin the scene leaving the arms.

Diarrhoea in Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, May 23: Diarrhoeca and viral fever have bro-
ken out in an epidemic form in different parts of the district.

About 8.000 people have been attacked with diarrhoea and
viral fever in the rural areas during the last one month. Accord-
ing to phvsicians. the svmptoms of viral fever are high temper-
ature. pain allover the body and headache. Women and children
are the common victims. they added.

UP chairman held

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA: Mav 23: Rushiia police have arrested Saad
Ahmed. [ormer chairman of Ziaraki unpiop recently on chaige
ol kalling Abul Kalam Azad ol village Gopalpur under Ziaraki
union ol Sadar thana,

He was arrested rotn Chowrangi area of Kounarkhali thana
on a tip-off. Abul Kalam Azad was murdered an March 31 aud a
murder case was filed in Kushtia police station on April 1, 1999,
The accused remained absconding since then,

Nazrul's birth centenary

MUNSHIGANJ, May 23; The birth centenary of the National
poct Kazi Nazrvl Islam was observed, here recently in a beiitting
manner. reports BS5.

Different socio-cultural organisations arranged various
programmes o this occasion. A colourful function was held
under the auspices of the distriet Shishu Academy in its
premdses. The highlights of the programmies included painting,
recitation and essav-writing contests. The f[unclion was
rounded-off with Nazrul songs.

Snatcher arrested
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RCCLITI s Ay whiies ithe tracier Chunnt Gazi v s going

home the suatel. o ddeniufied as Mizanur Rahmap Shamim
stabbed him indiscriminately and snaiched Tk 10,000, But
hearing The hue and cry of the victim the Jocal peopie rushes o
the spot and caught the snatcher.

Drain construction scheme

SHARIATPLIR: May 237 Loeal Government Engineerig De-
pariment has aker up a scheme 10 o=l oe! a dradn 1o remov
walter logging in the town ares her at & cost of Tk 16 lakh re-
ports UNB,

Municipality chairman ABM Giyas Uddin inaugurated the
project work streiching from Monoharpur to Shariatpur town,
Executive Enginecer of LGED Mojibur Rahman Sub-Assistant
Engineer and local elite were present oi: the cocvasion.

Navigation hampered

SHERPUR, May 23; Navigation v the river Bratunapuira as
well as irrigation on its banks are being hampered due (o emer-
gence of shoals and lack of dredging repoits LTINS,

The Brohpraputra, omice a iurbulent river. has been uarmowed
downi because of recession of water in its bhasing As a tesult, irri-
Eatinn is being hampered encrmously al Beparipara, Dakpara,

hagaldi, Kulurchar, Goyalerchar, Harindhara, Char Jangaldi.
Balairchar, Halgara. Rouha, Betmari, Kaniarerchiar., Munshir-
char and Khanua.
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ir g lactorics i ine district has been pusing a threat to public
nealth, reports UNE. ﬂ

The factories have sprung up on the main roads of Sadar,
Shibganj, Gomastapur and Nacho!l thanas without governmeii
permission. Physicians said that the ulira violet ray of the
welding machine is nol oniy harmlu?! for human eyes but also
10r atmospneie. People alleged electronic appliances in the
cdwelling houses have started dainaging due to setting up of these
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KHAGRACHHARI: A reception was accorded recently to
avotindra Bodbipriyo Larma alias Shantu Larma (2nd rom
right), Chairman of Chittagong Hil! Tracts Regional
Council by Khagrachhari digtrict public reception
committee at Khagrachhar pourasabha conference hali.

, . . , —~ Btar photo
New police investigation centre
~ LAXMIPUR, May 23! The newly buill Bhaban of Hazirhat Po-
lice lnvestigation Centre covering six unions of Ramgali thana
nere was forinally inaugurated, reports 1INB. '
_ Muhammad Nazcul Islam, Depuly Inspector General of Pa-
lice, Chiltagong Range, opened the Bhaban on May 14. Fazle
Amin, ADC and distriet AL president and former MP AKM
Shahjahan Kamal attended the function as special guests
presided over by Police Super Muhamimad Khairul Bahsar. Lo-
cai political lzaders and government ofiicials aiso spoke on the
occasion, '

Ancther message said, a 37:member Laxmipur District

Union Council Chairmen Assuciation was formed i1 4 mieeling
last week. :

Health complex ailing

LAXMIPUR May 23: The 31-bed Ramgati Thana Health Com-
plex is beset with manifold problems depriving the patients of
proper treatment, reports UNB,

Al present, three physicians, out of nine, are working in the
health complex. There are only three nurses. two of themn have
a]r_ead}' got transter order. The health complex lacks X-ray ma-
chine compelling the poor patients to go to the town for diagno-
sis, The only ambularnice is lying abandoned under the open sky
for a year due to lack of a driver creating numerous problems to

tl‘_n;: ?erinus patients needed to be shifted to the Sadar thana hos-
pital,

Extensive vegetables cultivation

MADARIPUR. May 23! The Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment (AED) has taken up an %Etr:naive scheme to cult?vale
summer vegetables in the district in the current season. reporis

A total of 2800 hectares has been brought under vegetables
cultivation programme, The production target has been fixed at
35,000 tonnes. According to AED, Madaripur district office

_ sources. the worst flood-hit farmers are now optimistic in
achieving the target of vegetables production. AED has taken up

special measures to ensure adequate supply of
and fertilisers at fair prices. f.1 upply of seeds, pesticides
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varietv of Boro paddy during this season. They liarvested 30) 10 40 maunds of paddy per bigha.(Right) Happy cultivators returning home with their produce in one afternoon.

~— Star photo by Anwar Ali

'Doctors helpless, patients suffer as

terrorists dominate RMCH

PAJSHAHI, May 23: The pa-
tiernts and working dociors of
Rajshahi Medical Cellege Haos-
pitai (RMCH)] have become
hostages in Lhe hands of terror-
ists,

The terrorists have estab-
lished a reign ol terror both in-
sidle and outside the hospiltal.
They also disturb the hospital
etnployvees, especially the doc-
tors in diflereni ways.,

According to RMCH sources,
the miscreants reside around
the hospital. The surrounding
Arcas are Laxmipur, Sepoypara,
Hatermm Khan., Kelabagan and
Bilsimla.

They have also connections
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The terrorists are seen to
wander about drid gossip in the
hosplial premises. They chiarge
tolis drore Cae deators on o any

areassion. throw ahuses fo
thiern and even manhandle and
mjure them when denied. The
seinor doctors are alsa not
spared.

The terrorists had attempted
O murier eminent Poediatris
ciun Prof Dy Abdur Rab and emi-
ment Kidney specialist Associ-
ate 'raf Habitbnir Rahoian, They
seriotsly beat medicine special-
isl Assistant Frof Taimur A K
Maliammd lor his dentfal to gve
them toll,

Accorching 1o RMOH souroes,
At least 50 other doctiors of dif
ferent ranks hiave become vic-
timis of the lerrorists atlacks i
last 10 vears. There are scores

profdianafdad vebibeiies Ll duconinos il
the terrorists, They went on
sinkes several Limes o vear to
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From Abdul Wadood

who actually rine the hospital®,
said Dr Al who has just com-
Meded the internship tadning.”

ut there Is none to look after
thenmi.he said.

“The situation has become so
grave that we have to remain
always alert (o face attacks by
the terrorists ', said intern doc-
tor Mahmud Mustafa in a pen-
sive mood,

They alleged thal there re-
mained no senlor doctor in the
wards [rom noon te dawn when
they had 1o rnanage everything.

Altendants of the patients do
not consider shortage of man-
power and inputs and get agi-
tated when an odd situation is
T i)
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quirements, but people usually
held them rossonsible for that”
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Recently, the situation
lurned worse. "Neither the
RMCII authorities, nor the po-
lice have shown any interest in
maintining security in the
hospital. We cannot work in
such an insecure environment
where anybody comes under
attack of terrorists any
said Dr Mahmud Mustafa.

On April 29. Dr Sabuj, an on-
duty intern doctor had been se-
riously stabbed. The intern doc-
tors had gone on continued
strike demanding arrest of the
attackers. But police did not
take any elfective action.

Just two weeks after, another
female intern doctor was

ribusly begteh by the tepror-
i: A, hlg | ilt'}rﬁ dnlylnr, Wittt on
sirse adnln. but no poslitve ac-
Lon was takenn.
At last the intern doctors
wernlt on movement for removal

ol the Director of the hospital
for hii= alleged [ailure in main-

time.," -

- in the hospit

taining the security in the hos-
pital. They also threatened
mass resignation.

The senior doctors, however,

. did not want removal of the Di-

rector. "As a result, the intern

and junior doctors got de-
spaired.” said Dr Mahmud

adding further that thay had
virtually lost all interests in
doing work in the hospital,

An Associate Professor, on
condition of anonymity said
that nio senior doctor wanted to
£O0 or stay in Hal]shahi for the
prevailing situation.

There is only two professors
. Many posts of
3 mriufelnlsnﬁli. ﬂasi?itant

sof egintray Have
reth %}'ﬂl l’;ﬂ::‘tdt '“51' many
Ay, 8burtbs said.

As a result, the standard of
management and treatment of
patients in Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital is poing down
ciay by dav. they observed.

Associate

—

Reinvestigation
of Kanchan
murder case
atter 12 yrs

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA. May 2. CID
police has started reinvestiga-
tion ol the sensational Kan-
chan murder case after 12
VEars.

According to police. on May
14, 1987 al dead of night Mo-
{ibur Rahman Kanchan of vil-
lage Basargati under Kandiura
union of Kendua thana was bru-
tally killed.

The dead body was recovered
a day alter the incident from
behind the house of Khurshed
Ali ol the same village.

A case was filed with Kendua
Police Station in this connec-
tion by the victim's cousin
named Hadis Mia.

Accordingly Kendua police
submitted a chargesheet after
tht investidatior.. However, it
has been allcued that some evi-
(lences were concealed. The Ses-
sions Judge Court gave a judge-
ment, but the complainants
were not satisfied. They filed a

¥ crimainal revision,

" Boy killed

|

while playing
with bomb

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 23* One boy
wias killed and two other gicls
were seriously injured in o
pomb blast on Thursday
morning at Sherapara village
in Godagari thana.

The dead was identified as
Chamman apesd seven years. He
is tite son of Deen Mabammpiad.

Seriously injured Lovely, €,
daughter of Ismail Hossain and
Nazma, 11, were admitted into
Rajshahi Medical College Hos
pital.

Familv sources of ihs wvic
LR sate? Lol e G T e
playing wta the abandongd
bhoinb as a cricket ball. Cham-
ntan died on the spot. No case
was filed yel in this connection.

4 dacoits held:
Firearms seized

CHITTAGONG, May2 ! Deter -
tive pelice arrested four dacoits
and seized live lirearms alter
an encounter with them in the
city's Doublemooring thaua
early Sunday, reports UUNB.

Acting on a tip-off. a DB
team raides Debarpar, a den of
armed terrorists, at about 3 an
and asked a gang of dacoits o
surrender, but the miscreants
opened fire on police.

After a brief encounter. the
tearn caught four men.along
with two sawed-off guns, e 11-
tie. one buster gun, one L{: and
32 bullets, police said.

Daudkandi Thana
Autorickshaw

- g
Owners' Office opens
By Staft Clorrespondent

Veteran freedoimn fiphter Maj
Gien (Retd) Mohammad Subed]
Al Bhuivan has said the secu-
ity of life, property and dignity
ol peopie are threatened now a
days due to sericus deteriora:
tion of law and order situation.

"The law and order sitnation
throughout the country is dete-
riorating dayv by day. Now there
1S 1o guarantee of life and prop-
erty of commonman, Similarly
Lthe dignity of people are being
neglected,” he said. |

Addressing the inaugural
cetemnony of Daudkandi thana
autorickshaw owuners' office on
sunday, General Bhuivan said
development, advancement,
stability and peace in society
are also being seriously affected
chue {o deterioration of law and
arder.

He called upon the local
people to come forward and as-
sist the law enforeing agencies
to improve law and crder situa-
tion. The retired General
stressed the need for peace and
discipline as well as honesty for
ensuring development in the
saciety,.

Presided over by former
chairman Rafiqul Islam, it was
addressed. among others, by lo-
cal TNO Pirzada Shahidul
Harun, autorickshaw samity
president Abdul Baten,
Jashimuddin Dulal and student
leader Monir Hossain.

Earlier, General MSA
Bhuiyan was taken to the meet-
ing venue in a ceremonial mo-
torcade and was presented with
flower bouquet. He also planted
a sapling at the office premises.
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ﬁij acked microbus éeiged: Two

armed dacoits arrested

PABNA. May 23: Two armed
cdacoits were arrested by Chal-
mohar poiice [romm Natunbazar
aren of Chatmohar bazaar on
Pabua-Faridpar road on Satur-
tlay raghit

They were arrested wilh a hi-
facked microbuas, Twa other da-
coits, however, mmmaged tnes-

cape.
According to police. a group
ol lour daceits. identilying

theniselves ns passengers, hired
the microbus roin a Rent-a-Car
shop of Jovdebpuyr in Dhaka [or
doing to Shaheadpur iy Sivag-
van] districl on Fridavy night,
Shahzaddpur was nal known
to thy chriver. Taking (his ael-
VAT @ue e group of dacoits di-
rected the dirver to drive the
veliiele throtph a4 roadd leading
to Fartdpur in BPabna distyici

From Ranesh Maitra

[rome Baghabari.

When the vehicle reached
rear the sluice gale al Demra
sucidenly the dacoits lied the
nands aud feet of the driver and
threw him awayv after a good
beating. Then the dacoits drove
1he vehicle towards Pabna via
Bhangoora and Chatmohar,

Meanwhile, a night coach
reached near the sluice gate
where the driver and other pas-
sengers found the injured driver
thigre. They took lom in the
voach and handed himoover to
lhe police in Faridpur thana
Then polive heard the story of
the hijacking of the microbus
redn the driver. They recorded
Jorase ol seni urgent wireless
iessases lo all the thanas of
il dhstrict

Ene seceavingy Lhe message,

Chatmohar police took posi-
tion near Nalunbazar and cre-
ated barricade on the roard. As
s0011 s the microbus arrived
there. police challenged the hi-
jackers and sorrounded the mii-
crobins,

Police conducted search op-
eration and arrested two da-
coils., while two others led
away through windows of the
tmicrobus. They seiged the mi-
crobnis

Police also seiged one coun-
trymiade revolver. one airgun
ane « i, sharp dagger. '

Nagnes ol the two arresied
dacols are Shaheen. son of Lii-
far Malla of village Kaida and
Abdul Karim. son of Arzan Sar-
cliar of village Kamargram. beth
under Pabua sadar thana.

Gopalgram mosque needs
to be renovated

MAGURA. May 23: The his-
totical Gopalgram mosque
which was construected 350
Vears agoois going to be rained
lar want of renovation and
proper maintenance,

It is situated al Gopalgramn
village ol Shalikha thana, 25
km away lrom the district
town. During the reign of eni-

eror Akbar this mosque was

uilt with the financial help ol

holy men Zamiruddin of Katali
village and Bara Shikder of
Gopalgram.

Now the mosque is being de-
cayed due to its old age. But the
artistic design of the mosque
still. draws the attention of
people from home and abroad,

Four ‘'minars’ which are 50ft
in height, domed roof, square
shape [60{tx601t) are the spe-
cialities of the mosque. Inside
Lthe mosque. (here are some
marble designs which creates a
solemn environment for the

From A Correspondent

peopie who still come here (o of-
ey prayers.

The local elite hawe e

manded immediale renovation
and proper maintenance of the
1OSLe.

Gopalgram mosque

Production of litchi falls
in greater Dinajpur dist

PANCHAGARH, May 23: The
production of lHitchi in greater
Dinajpur during the current
season would be much less than
that of the previous years.
ravred the dgrowers, reports
UNB. '

The growers said they expect
only 40 per cent production in
the current season.

1ie caase of the less produc-
tion was atfributed to the
drought-like situation now pre
vailing and more rain during
september-October period last
Lo et § o

The growers said excessive
ralns in the last year caused ad-
dition of niore cerbohydrate in
the sotl which «ddid not help the
litchi production. |

On the other hiand, lack of
rainfall in the current season
damaged the rest of the produc-
tion inflicting heavy loss to

1 e,

Officials of Agriculture
Extension Department said in
Dinajpur region a total of 177
hectares of land were brought
urkler cultivation ol the lruit
churiag the current season.

Bt naliy Lrees of the region
are now standing without any
fruit; !

Fromi o normal tree, the
larmers used to reap 22.000 to
25,000 litchis during the sea-
surt. But this yvear the produc
tionn has come down to only
3.000 10 4.000.

Moksedul Hossain, a grove
owner of Golapbagh area in
Sadar thana of Dinajpur. said
titehi Ltree yield [ruit within
four to five yvears of plantation
and it continues up to 50-60
MO

e spraved insecticides be-
fore the blossom and after-
wards to gel lus grove free from
inseols, bul the buds were
mostly destroyed due to the ad-
vorse weather condition.

e said he has about 80 trees
it his grove and used (o vield
iz Lo live lakh litchis every
v Bt this year the produc-
tion would be only one to 1.5
lakh, he added.

The officials said the pro-
duction target of litehi in
greater Dinajpur including

Panchagarh was on average
1.000 tons per vear. But this
vear the production would be
around 350 1ons only,

The highest number of
groves  is |located in
Madhabmati area of Biral
thana ol Dinajpur district. This
year, prodicuon iy also tow in
the area.

There is a high demand of
quality litchi of this area
across the country, they said
adding that this year there

might be a huge suppl shortfall
of the fiuit,

New executives of
Faridpur unit of
Govt College
Shikkhak Parishad

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR. May 23 A 25-
member execulive commitiee of
the district unit of Bangladesh
Governiment College Shikkhak
Parishad was elected for the
niext term with ATM Shamsur
Rahman, Md Abdur Rob and
Abdur Rashid Mullik as its
President. General Secretary
and Treasurer resepctively.

The conference and election
was held at Government
Rajendra College here recently,

Principal Ali Akbar Khan
Dalar. President ol the
Parishad attended the confer-
ence as chief guest, while Md
Shahjahan. Secret: General
of the parishad was the special

esl on the occasion.

Md Abdur Rob presided over
the function.

In the conference the teach-
ers expresscd their solidarity
with their 11 points demands
which included introduction of
regular promotion, fixation of
retirinig age at 60 and declara-
tioni of education department as
PON-Yacation,

| Water level 1n all 16 rivers

falls in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI., May 23 Water
level m all the 16 rivers of the
district has fallen sharply dur-
ing the current dry season dis-
rupting irrigation and river
transpiration, reports UNB,

Accumulation ol silts and
inadeqguate dredding are the
causes behind filling up of the
rivers. said the river experits.

Some 75 km ol river-ways
oul of 132 kin of the district
have been dried up fully while
sharp fall in water levels in the
reinaining ways has make river
transportation risky.

There are some 16 rivers in
the district comprising 132 kms
river-ways of which %T km of
mighty Meghna, Shitalakhya,
Arialkha, Paharia, Haridhoa,
Old Brahmaputra, Kalagachiya
gild Kaor are somehow naviga-

2

The farmers occupy the re-
maining 75km river-ways thal
dry up fully for cultivation dur-
ing the lean-season, They culti-
vate rice. wheat, groundnut,
potato and vegetables in the
dried up riverbeds.

Meanwhile, the navigable
river ways are being fllled with

<ilts resulting in the emergence
ol innumerable shoals.

Once mighty Shitalakhaya
has become a dead river now.
Water level in the river has
come down to tour to five me-
ters in some places from Lakh-
pur 1o Ghorasal.

As a result. river trans-
portation is being disrupted se-
ricusly. River transportis have
to depend on tidal flow due to
Lhe praoblem,

Industrialists have to spenl
additional expenses (three to
four times more) for trans-
portation of raw materials.

Some 200 mills and lacto-
ries situated on both sides of the
river from Charsindur to
Narayanganj are on the verge ol
closure as they are not getting
raw tnaterials timely due to the
transportation problem.

Some businessmen said. "If
the rivers are not dredged regu-
larly innumerable mills and
factories will be closed" adding
"a good number of families, in-
cluding those whao live on culti-
vation and fishing. will also be
unemployed ™



