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Liquor Poisoning Menace
HE intake of poisonous liquor is taking an in-
discriminate toll of lives. Whereas in

Gaibandha or Narsingdi modest income group
people died in droves from ingestion of low-priced
country brew we now have two perfectly solvent
people, who could afford premium brands, dying
from liquor poisoning anyway.

This makes us sit up and take note of the ex-
tremely worrying possibility that dangerous cock-
tails are being poured into bottles with foreign la-
bels on them and marketed to an unsuspecting
clientele of well-to-do people. It is, of course, a mat-
ter of expert investigation as to whether film direc-
tor Awlad Hossain or the owner of the Chinese
restaurant 'Magdonals' died from excessive drink-
ing or the deadly impurities in the drinks or both;
but the nature of the after-effect sounded like
pointing the finger at the latter possibility. As for
the poisonous content a lab test could easily reveal
its actual chemical properties. The asking prices of
the same brand of foreign alcohol differ from place
to place, it is learnt, thereby raising doubts about
the genuineness of its content, especially when it is
sold on the cheap. We want these aspects probed
thoroughly for the sake of undertaking properly
educative public awareness building exercise
against the brews on sale. i,

At the ground level, surveillance ought to be
mounted over the licensed and the numerously un-
licensed liquor sale outlets located allover the
country, What they are mixing maybe even more
dangerous than the use of methylated spirit and
rectified spirit. Who knows? -

The magnitude of alcohol consumption in the
country will have to be faced as a fact and not by-
passed as a taboo subject of sorts. There must be a
clear identificationsof all the sources of alcoholic
sdrink supplies, both external and internal, with a
regulatory control mounted on the black-market
just as in the case of drugs trafficking. Whatever li-
censed local breweries we have need to be checked
on other products.

Above all, the designated authgqrity over all
these matters, namely, the Drug Control and Nar-
cotic Department, is an unequipped, toothless or-
ganisation. Its capacity for surveillance and power
of enforcement need to be enhanced manifold.

Upaban Robbery

IDNIGHT robbery on board the Upaban

Express near Magurchhara, third in six
months on the Dhaka-Sylhet track, has put a big
question-mark on the security of railway
travelling., Over the years, train has been regarded
as the safest mode of transport, against the
backdrop of an increasing incidence of robbery on
the road and the waterways. However, it seems, the
scenario has started' to change for the worse, and
authorities should not fail to take note of it.

The Upaban robbery has exposed certain loop-
holes in the railway security system. Although
timely intervention by the railway police did lead
to the killing of three of the perpetrators and arrest
of one may suggest otherwise, there is, nonetheless,
a general dearth of on-board vigil. With their out-
dated weapons and dishevelled appearance, the
GRP personnel inspire anything but confidence
among passengers. Moreover, ‘routine patrol'
seems to have become an antiquated terminology
with them. Passengers hardly feel their presence,
let alone see them. Immediate attention should be
paid to the GRP's need to be strengthened with
modern weapons and rigorous training.

Frequent unscheduled stoppages have also be-
come a regular feature of railway journeys these
days. These are often engineered by ticketless pas-
sengers in collusion with the attendants for
smooth passage in and out of the train. The trend
has to stop because it makes the passengers vul-
nerable to robbery.

There seem to be a number of places where train
robbery has been frequent, The law-enforcers
should identify the trouble zones and deploy more
personnel there for tighter vigilance. The Upaban
incident indicates that a lot needs to be done on
railway security. The authorities will do the pas-
sengers a favour if they take it on that note.

Justice Delayed Justice Denied

OME fifty cases of sensational murders and re-

pression on women during the last eight years
are still pending in the courts of law in the country,
according to reports in an influential local daily
on Sunday.

The main reasons cited for delay in completing
the formalities are slow and traditional process of
investigation, lack of witnesses, overcrowding of
courts with cases and delay in pronouncement of
judgments. Some of the cases that had raised con-
siderable public outery were transferred to CID or
DB for investigation but it has been observed that
these agencies did not approach their task in
carnest. Many of the investigation reports sent
back by the courts for reinvestigation for poor
quality have not come back to the courts either.
Through the loopholes in investigation many
criminals just got away.

Except four cases including those relating to
Yasmin murder and rape, and murder of Rubel in
DB custody, the rest are proceeding in slow motion.
Even with an understanding of the problems faced
by the investigating agencies due to lack of man-
power and logistics, and the limitations of the trial
courts due to various factors that include lack of
evidence, absence of witnesses and prayers of
lawyers for longer dates, one has to ask the con-
cerned parties, specially the investigation agen-
cies, to speed up their process in the interest of the
aggrieved people seeking justice. Try to feel the sor-
row and suffering of the people who have lost their
near and dear ones, and the consequent miseries
that have been brought on their families. They

tice and fairplay, and once it is delayed it is as good
as denied.
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have no place to go except the court of law for jus- -

HROUGHOUT the

country's existence over

more than half a century
the Pakistani rulers have been
known 'of their common
proclivity for absolute power.
From Mr Mohammad Ali
Jinnah. the nation's founding
father, to General Ziaul Haqg the
last of the country's military
dictators, all WEere
temperamentally imperious.
Mr Ghulam Muhammad, the
ambitious governor general of
Pakistan played havoc with the
country's nascent democracy by
dismissing the Prime Minister
and dissolving the sovereign
constituent assembly during
the early fifties. Although a tit-
ular head of the state he be-
haved more like a British
viceroy of colonial time. Iskan-
der Mirza, the country's presi-
dent under 1956 constitution,
conspired to concentrate all
state powers in his hand and
masterminded the military
takeover of 1958. Ayub Khan,
who seized power from Mirza
ruled with a iron fist and obvi-
ously allowed no dissent. Given
the military-bureaucratic
background of these rulers and
their little exposure to any
democratic-nationalistic
movements the behaviour pat-
tern they displaved in politics
was an expected phenomenon,
if not desirable.

But it was a total disap-
pointment both for the Pak-
istanis as well as outsiders
when the democratically
elected rulers of the country up-
held the same legacy. Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto. a leader of stature,
also succumbed to the tempta-
tion of concentrating power and
had been out and out an author-
itarian. His daughter, Benazir

To be or Not to be

HE Indian National
I Congress, which led the
independence
movement of India and *
remains a pre-eminent
political organisation of the
country. is in crisis once
again. Three senior leaders of
the 112-year-old party have
been expelled aiter they ques-
tioned the rationale of pro-
jecting their Italian-born
party chiel Sonia Gandhi as
the prime ministerial candi-
date for the coming national
elections. Three senior lead-
ers urged the party to suggest
amendment Lo the country's
constitution debarring people
ol "loreign origin" from hold-
ing high public offices like
president, vice-president and
}grime minister. Sharad
awar, former defence minis-
ter and leader of the opposi-"
tion in the Lok Sabha [lower

house ol parliament) till the

dissolution of the house last
month, leads the pack of
three. The other two A, P.
sangma. former speaker of
the Lok Sablhia, and Tari
Anwar, lormer president o
the All India Youth Congress,
are no less powerful. The
three fired the salvo that took
many by surprise since many
thought no Congress leader
would raise the “foreign ori-
gin” issue allhough it has
been the n'la[]'c:r topic ol dis-
cussion in the political cir-
cles. Mrs. Gandhi reacted
with HHF[:T and disdain, and
resigned from the party pres-
idency. She said in her letler
of resignation to the part
that she has dedicated her ]i%:a-
for India and its people, and
will conilinue to Five in India
and serve ils people till death
but would no longer remain
al the helmn of the party since
some people have questioned
her credentials.

The scenario that fol-
lowed. however, was pre-
dictable. Scores of Congress
leaders and workers re-
spotided hysterically to her
resignation as they consider
the Nehru family almost
synonytnous to the Congress,
Motilal Nehru was the senior
leader of the Congress while

the rounds of various intelli-

genee agencies before coming
to the desk al Karachi of the Re-
gional Director, Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF). Sindh. An in-
former claimed that a very
large shipment of heroin was to
be smuggled out of Pakistan
through Karachi. The in-
former's .report was not being
taken seriously by the other
agencies but Brig Mukhtar Ah-
mad. newly appointed as Head
of ANF in Sindh. and his deputy
Lt Col Javed Aslam. thought it
prudent to get in touch with the
informer. After verification
they raided a flat in an apart-
ment building near Clifton.
From a flat occupied by a young
married couple the ANF recov-
ered 580 kgs of heroin, stacked
behind a revolving closet. This
was easily one of the largest
seizures ever. having a street

IN 1997 a source report went

value (in the US and Europe) of

between USS 240-250 million.

The resulling interroga-
tion/investigation led to a
number of senior drug figures
being hauled up, among them
many relatives and associates
of Farooq Memon, confidante
of many senior politicians and
bureaucrats. Farooq Memon
himself escaped; many others
are on the run. Because of this
big bust, an entire network was
decimated and drug smuggling
out of Pakistan put back many
years,

We live in an environment of
severe self-criticism as a na-
tion. labelling ourselves a "fail-
ure” in many national issues.
No doubt self-criticism is nec-
essary but sometimes it goes out
of hand and does not take into
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The Sharif government's latest assault on the freedom of the Press — the arrest and detention of
Nazam Sethi, the editor of the Friday Times has created unprecedented furore both at
home and abroad. The Pakistani Press has come a long way in asserting its role

Bhutto, a populist leader had
been, in addition, aloof and ar-
rogant. Mr Nawaz Sharil, the
incumbent prime minister,
came lo the olfice with an over-
whelming mandate. Even then,
in a bizarre attempt he also
wants to centralize power.
Sharif has already consolidated
his control over all state
institutions including the Pres-
idency, Judiciary and the
Armed Forces making himself
the most powerful elected leader
of the country.

After forcing the Judiciary
into compliance. placing his
own trusted man in the Presi-
dency and removing an appar-
ently noncontormist Jehangir

Karamnatl lrom the ilitar
w%lcfl was becoming increas

ingly restive over the country's

.drift towards anarchy and eco-

nomic collapse, Sharif now has
his griF tightened over all cen-
tres of powers. He has effec-
tively erushed his main politi-
cal opposition through the trial
of Ms. Bhutto who will now be
legally barred from holding
public office. After having re-
moved all the checks and bal-
ances required for the function-
ing of a democratic system
Sharif is now left with the last
road block on his way to 'estab-
lish a family dictatorship in
the country': a defiant Press.

Now the Sharif government

seems determined to remove
this last irritant to its author-
ity. It's antagonism to press
stems from the latter's scathing

—

criticism of the government's
disastrous economic policies,
corruption at the high places
and the prime minister's au-
thoritarian trends. Nawaz
Sharif has been repeatedly
lashing out at the press in the
public meetings and has accused
it of trying to destabilise the
governmenlt and being un-
patriotic. The government dan-
gled carrot and sticks before the
journalists in persuading them
to the official line. It is alleged

and can hardly be browbeaten.

belonging to the group to submit
to the government demand of
sacking the journalists black-
listed by it. Maleeha Lodhi, the
high prolile editor of The News
was among them. 'Jang' being
the largest publication group
may have been the main t

e
of the assault but others also

were victimised.

The famous 'Newsline” was
also served with a tax notice
when it ran an investigative
story on Sharif family's Rai-

N by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

that public funds were copiously
macde available for buying their
loyalty and patronising pliant
publications.

The Sharif government's
showdown with the press came
almost a year ago in the wake of
its tussle with 'Jang’ group of
publications. The trouble os-
tensibly started on a tax dispute
and resulted in the withholding
of the supply of newsprint to the
Jang' group. But it was viewed
more as a pressure tactics to
bring the publication's policies
in line with those of the gov-
ernment, It is alleged that the
tax notices were served as a tool
to blackmail the newspapers

wind farm and the use of public
fund to develop:the property.
The Special Branch of police
swooped on its office when it

reported that Senator Saifur
Rahman. the head of the Eht-
esab Bureau did not pay any in-
come tax, The tax notices were
served and personnel from In-
telligence Bureau and Special
Bureau sent also to other news-
pagers and magazines which
published stories of corruption
and tax evasion involving the
Sharif family and other top

government leaders.

The concentration of power
in Sharif's hand has already
seriously undermined the

from ‘Jang’ grou

power of the parliament and
weakened the federation. His
failure to get the controversial
15th Amendment to enforce
Shariat Law passed by the Sen-
ate has infuriated his govern-
ment which, in desperation, is
now trying to stifle the press — a
convenient scapegoat. Most of
the press did not, of course, sup-
port the Shariat Law. Sharif's
close aids see now the indepen-
dent press as the last obstruc-
tion in the way of an autocratic
rule. But the confrontation with
the press has already caused a
serious setback to the regime as
the issue has provided a rally-
ing point for the opposition
parties to mobilise anti-gov-
ernment sentiments.
Whenever the trouble
mounted for the Sharif gov-
ernment — as during ils tussle
with the former president Fa-
rooq Leghari, or with the judi-
cizui'.y or when the Army chief of
staff demanded a formal role
for the military in the power
structure — the frequency of the
government restriction, cen-
sors and 'advices’ accelerated
for the press. When such steps
were resisted it only reinforced
official antiparty towards the
press. Maleeha Lodhi of The
News was targeted for removal
for her al-
leged penchant for creating a
crisis syndrome her paper's
front page. The news papers' re-
sistance to publishing 'motivat-
ed' offlicial stories had been
particularly the source of 'min-

The development in the Congress has come at a very critical time as it was hoping to return to
power after a long gap . .. Sonia's alleged role in the "Bofors arms scandal" when Rajiv Gandhi
was the prime minister and the involvement of an Italian in the shady deal will also come in the

electioneering although the allegations have not been proved until now. This and the "foreign
origin issue" will play a part in the coming polls.

his son Jawaharlal Nehru
was Lhe lirst prime minister
of independent India and
contitued in that position
till death in 1964. His daugh-
ter Indira Gandhi also be-
came the Congress president
and the prime minister in
1966. She was the head of the
party and the government
before being killed by a Sikh
hody guard in 1984, Indira
was oul of power and also
lrom lop party positions but
she bounced back. She had
groomed younger son Sanja
as political heir but his cleatﬁ
in 1980 in a stunt plane crash
brought the elder, Rajiv, a
commercial airline pilot, to
the forefront, and he eventu-
ally became the prime minis-
ter. He too was Kkilled in a
bomb blast on May 21, 1991,
in southern Tamil Nadu state
by Sri Lanka’s separatist
Tamils while on an election
campaign as the opposition
leader. Rajiv's death almost
snapped the bond between the
Nehrus with the Congress and
[ndian politics as his daugh-
ter Priyanka and son Rahul
were still young to step into
their father's shoes while
Sonia was a foreigner who
was then not much
favourably disposed to poli-
tics.

The Congress, shocked at
Rajiv's sudden death, ex-
horted Sonia to join politics
but she politely declined. The
Congress, mainly riding the
crest of sympathy caused by
Rajiv's assassination, won
the elections and remained in
power for five years. Mean-
while. Sonia remained a po-
litical and social recluse al-
though many senior Congress
leaders maintained contacts
with her. The party was not
in a good shape under Prime
Minister P. V. Narasimha
Rao. Towards the end of Mr.

Rao’s tenure, Sonia started
taking interest in politics
and [linally joined the
Congress. When she decided
to campaign for the organisa-
tion in the 1996 elections,
many Congress leaders were
relieved to find their cher-
ished Nehru linkage restored.

Now her resignation has
certainly pushed the Earty to
the' precipice of another cri-
sis. The Congress has gone
through similar crises belore.
During the days of Indira
Gandhi, Morarji Desai, San-
jiva Reddy and S. Nijalin-
gappa also broke away and

the backbone of the organisa-
tion no matter how man
leave the party or side wit
the rebels.

- Whether Mrs, Gandhi
withdraws the resignation or
not, she will indeed remain
the main attraction. How-
ever, she is likely to take
back the resignation letter as
the All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC), the larger body
of the party, is expected to
make an appeal to her for-
mally and ratify the expul-
sion of the three leaders cfune
by the working committee.
With the national polls

NN

tormed Congress (O} but the
Congress with links with the
Nehru family survived and
remained as the mainstream
party. Many senior leaders
including today’'s “Sonia loy-
alists™ Pranab Mukherkee
and Arjun Singh had also left
the party bul later returned.
The organisation has had
problems but has always
overcome adverse conditions.
Pranab was close to Indira
and rated in the government
as the senior most minister
after her but he was under
cloud during Rajiv when he
was ignored for prime minis-
tership after Indira’s assas-
sination and son Rajiv took
over. Arjun was sidelined
during Mr. Rao's prime min-
istership. They all are now
close to Sonia. There were
other desertions but party
remained strong. This time
loo, the Congress with "Sonia
loyalists” will undoubtedly be

MATTERS
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knocking at the door, the or-
anisation can not afford to

e without her. In the extreme
case, she may defer the with-
drawal of resignation if So-
nia nurtures the indignation
and insult meted out by three
leaders and makes an alter-
native arrangement, If she re-
turns, her Italian origin will
continue to dog the Congress.
Opponents like the BJP will
certainly seek to take advan-
tage from Sonia's foreign ori-
gin and has already floated
slogans like "Rome or Rama”.
an allusion for Sonia's coun-
try of origin Italy or India.
Other parties like the Akali
Dal, which is an ally of the
BJP, went to the extent of say-
ing that India is a nuclear
power and it will not be wise
to leave the "sensitive" issues
of the nation with a prime
minister of "loreign origin".
Evenn Mr, Pawar said that an
Indlan Sonali Dasgupta was

not allowed to run for a mu-
nicipal election in Italy be-
cause she is not an Italian by
birth and wondered how
could Sonia become prime
minister of India. Sonia and
her children Priyanka and
Rahul are visibly upset by
such views. They said Sonia
remains a part of the family
that ruled India for many
yvears but has she ever be-
trayed on any national issue?
These issues are divisive
in nature and it remains to be
seen how they affect the
minds of the Indian elec-
torate in the coming polls.
True, Sonia's foreign origin
could be a factor in the ballot-
ing because her case is differ-
et troin rest of the members
ol the Nehru Lunily, She may
have 1o bear this burden of
being not a natural-Indian
till daughter Priyvanka or son
Rahul joins politics although
she enj tremendous sup-
port by virtue of being widow
of Rajiv Gandhi. She is trying
her best to acclimatise with
Indian traditions and lan-
guage but this may not be
enough when she is seen as
future prime minister of the
country. It is possible that a
section of the Congress may
not like the "family dynasty”
since there is no shortage of
dedicated and experienced
leader in the party. Few
would dare to speak against it
openly, though. Going against
it may be suicidal although
many disapprove it from eth-
ical point of view. Even the
leftists disapprove such tra-
ditions in politics. Then once
again, family links are too
strong for an organisation.
Mr. Sharad Pawar is a popu-
lar politician with strong
base in western Maharastra
state bul still he may find the
oing very tough. Pranab
ukherjee and Arjun Singh

Taming of the Press in Pakistan

isterial displeasure'. The inde-

pendent minded journalists

came under surveillance and

increasing official intimida-

Lion. As per the Sharif govern-

ment's perception of democracy
Lhe checks and balances are

impediments in the way of
speedy implementation of poli-
cies. The debate and dissents in

a democratic polity are consid-

ered by it as the causes for

chaos and confusion. It's equa-

tion of government's interests

with those of the state trans-

lated into an official cullure of
intolerance also explains a lot
about the administration's ob-
session with the straight re-
porting by an emerging breed of
journalists committed to the
defence of civil society. The
government's refusal to admit
that its mounting difficulties of
governance were not the results
of an adverse media coverage
remains another serious prob-
lem of the Sharif government
with regards to its relations
with the press.

The Sharif government's
latest assault on the freedom of
the Press — the arrest and de-
tention of Nazam Sethi, the edi-
tor of the Friday Times has
created unprecedented furore
both at home and abroad. The
Pakistani Press has come a
long way in asserting its role
and can hardly be browbeaten.
A pitched battle, as one that is
raging now between the gov-
ernment and the press may
prove politically costly for the
Sharif government. Mr Sharif
has so far been lucky to win all
the battles he fought, but the
present one — between him and
the press — may as well become
his Waterloo.

without Sonia Gandhi

can seldom win an election
but they seek to flourish b
}dﬂt?tifying with the family
inks,

-The manner in which the
three leaders were expelled
from the party came under
criticisms from the Indian
press as an "extreme acl of
sycophancy” in a democratic
organisation. Some leaders
in the Congress are trying to
use the "Nehru cult” for their
advantage. Sonia Gandhi, de-
spite being a foreigner, has
shown remarkable under-
standing of the Indian society
and she also justifies her po-
sition that it is because of Lthe
Congress leaders and workers
she had joined politics and
taken up party leadership.
But overdoing by the over-
zealous party leaders may not
bring dividends for the or-
ganisation. Mr. Pawar will
obviously attempi to take the
advantage from the issue of
‘natural-Indian” and Sonia's
failure to form a government
or even support a "third
front" government led by
West Bengal's veteran chief
minister Jyoti Basu when the
Val_lpayee government had
collapsed last month. But he
and his supporters are un-
likely to go lar either in the
form of a new party or rebel-
lion against the current lead-
ership.

The development in the
Coungress has come at a very
critical timme as it was hoping
to return to power after o long
gap. For the party which
ruled mosl period of indepen-
dent India EHE certainly suf-
fered a setback in the form of
the recent developments. So-
nia's alleged role in the "Bo-
fors arms scandal” when Ra-
jiv. Gandhi was the prime
minister and Lhe involve-
ment of an Italian in the
shady deal will also come in
the electioneering although
the allegations have not been
proved until now. This and
the "foreign origin issue” will
play a part in the coming
polls. It remains to be seen
how the Congress succeeds in
coping with the challenges.

Saying No to Drugs

Obviously ANF has turned things around but there is no room for complacency. Karachi is in fact
at the cutting edge of the fight against drugs because it is through this port city that maximum
: drugs used to be smuggled out,

account the fact that many
other nations have the same
problems in varying degrees,
many limes more acute than
our problems, but they do not
indulge in chest-beating in pub-
lic about it.

We love self-flagellation at
the slightest pretext, forgetting
to even count, what to talk, of
our successes. Our war against
drugs is an amazing real-life
suceess story and the men of the
Pakistan Army who made il
happen deserve public plaudits,
not only are they unsung heroes
continuing to serve selflessly,
but they have done the Army, of
which they wear the uniform,
truly proud. The officers and
men deputed by the Pakistan
Army to the Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) have done a mag-
nificent job,

The ANF started as the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) in
1993 as a replacement of the
Pakistan Narcotics Control
Board (PNCB). The PNCB was
mostly officered by men from
the Police, FIA and Customs,
they were singularly unsuccess-
ful. being infiltrated at will by

the drug barons. who [rom time
to time sent a bone of appease-

ment in the form of small
seizures their way to keep ev-
eryone comfortable and satis-
fied. A stage came where Pak-
istan was rapidly becoming the
No. 1 drug producing and sup-
plier country, with drug money
corrupting leadership at every
level in all the sectors,

Faced wilh a situation where
not only the US but other west-
ern countries would abandon
Pakistan as drug infested with-
out hope of redemption. the
then government opted to turn
to the only remaining credible
institution left in the country,
the Pakistan Army. Maj Gen
inow Lt Gen) Salahuddin Tir-
mizi. then Director General,
Armoured Corps GHQ, was se-
lected as the man who would be
able to turn the tide. Having in-
herited the muck in PNCB, with

who took over in 1998 and in a
short span of time energised the
ANF making it a more kinetic
and positive lorce. The stakes
are high; the temptations are
always enormous in the drug
business.

What have these men of the
Army achieved? In 1997, Pak-
istan was producing 800 MT of
heroin, in 1998 it had come
down to 5 MT. Since 600 MT is
required legally for the phar-
maceutical industry, from a net
manufacturer and exporter,

- Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

only a smattering of manpower
from the Army to start with, he
faced enormous problems,
However with active help from
the US Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA). Tirmizi did total
house cleaning.

The PNCB was like a sieve,
leaking information, virtually
a unit of the drug barons who
operated with impunity. By
1994, ANTF (now ANF) had
been cleansed and transformed
into the ANF. The nation owes
a debl of gratitude to people like
Tirmizi and his successors Maj
Gen Mushtaq, who followed
him in 1996 and the present in-
cumbent Maj Gen Zaffer Abbas,

Pakistan has become a net im-
porter; instead of being a supply
source, it has become a target of

drug barons. The statistics of
addiction are bad; from 3 mil-
lion heroin addicts in 1993/94
we had reached 4 million in
1998, a growth rate of more
than 7 per cent per annum. As
such while we have been suc-
cessful in interdicting the sup-
ply and eradicating manufac-
lure to a near zero, we have yet
to control its use.

The social problems include
related law and order, unequal
wealth through easy money and
a breakdown of traditional val-
ues. The effort has now to be for

"demand reduction” and the
ANF is showing its potential in
a new sophisticated approach
e.g. by organising art competi-
tion among students condemn-
ing drug use,

Denmand recduction projects
include painting exhibitions
"The Crusade against Nar-
cotics”, debates and declama-
tions at school and college
level, moving addicts to Reha-
bilitation Centers and publicity
through the electronic and
print media. A recent competi-
tion was organised in Karachi
by the Regional Director ANF,
Sindh. This was graced by Mr,
Pino Arlacchi, Head of the
United Nations Drug Control
Programme (UNDCP). Mr Ar-
lacchi. who has the status of
Under-Secretary in the UN, was
eloquent about Pakistan's
transformation from an almost
impossible situation, he very
vocally confirmed the ANF suc-
cess story.

Just look at the list of drug
bigwigs arrested: In 1997 —
Muhammad Arif Baloch, Hus-
sain Mahmood Haravi, Haji
Saleem Memon, Ahmad Cha-
triwala, Haji Marjan and ex-
DSP Mujtaba Ahmad Khan. In
1998 — Dawood Khan Pathan,
Raees Ahmad, Saadullah
Afridi, Sher Khan Samejo, As-
stt Director (Retd) FIA Abdul
Qayyum, SPO Customs Aslam
Saroya, Customs Appraiser
Soomro and Customs Examiner
Abdul Jabbar Khan, Mah-

‘boobur Rahman, ete. In 1999 —

Karana (Kenyan national), Ja-
mal Khan Afridi, Sander John
‘Bernard (British). Syed Asif Ali,
Saheb alais Soorva, ete. And
the seizures, 734 kgs heroin.
10280 kgs charas., 447 kgs
opium, etc in 1997. In 1998 175
kgs heroin. 17390 kgs charas
and 20 kgs opium etc, Till date
in 1999 137 kgs heroin. 839 kgs
charas and 10 kgs opium -
statistics speak for themselves
(figures are updated till 15 May
99). More important, is the
formation of the Assets Investi-
gation Branch by the Govern-

“ment of Pakistan (GOP) which

hunts out assets of drug barons
acquired through drug money.
With the establishment of the
CNS Act. ANF Karachi has
seized property worth
Rs.2002.84 million, which has
been frozen.

Obviously ANF has turned
things around but there is no
room for complacency. Karachi
is in fact at the cutting edge of
the fight against drugs because
it is through this port city that
maximum drugs used to be
smuggled out. Brig Mukhtar
Ahmed and his men live a dan-
gerous existence but with
aplomb and dedication they
have achieved the impossible,

While Karachi is not drug
free, it has certainly stopped be-
ing the principal conduit in this
part of Asia. We are quick to
criticise, let us take some time
oul to salute success of the brave
men of the ANF who have suc-
cessfully taken on the white
powder trade, its tremendous
power and influence, and has

‘virtually destroyed it in Pak-

istan.



