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Construction of confce hall at Osmany Udy_an

'Govt to go ahead with its plan'

The government will pgo
ahead with its plan to construct
the Bangabandhu Convention
Centre at the Osmany Udvan,
Works Minister Mosharraf
Hossain said on Thursday,

The centre is being built for
the Non-Aligned Summit in
2001. -

He dismissed public criti-
cisms that construction of the
centre there would squeeze the
only open green space between
old and new Dhaka. Only three
acres of the 23.2 acre park will
be required for the centre, he
told a press conference.

Rest of the space will be
beautified with greens, artifi-
cial fountain and flower gar-
cen, he said.

Answering a guestion the
minister said the structures in-
cluding a slum on the open
space on the northern side of
the Udyan will be removed to
expand the park. But he refused
to shift the centre there al-
though it was suggested that it
could be convenient for traffic
management and ensuring se-

By Special Correspondent

curity.

The minister and officials
failed to give a satisfactory re-
ply to the gquery on the late of
the 11,000 trees which were
planted by the Forest Depart-
ment as part of its urban
alorestation programme, Only
1609 trees are there, including
410 at the place designated for
the centre, they said,

The minister said, the pro-
posed cenlre has been designed
in such a way that it will rather
enhance the beauty of the gar-
den and be congenial to envi-
ronment.

Answering another question
the minister said that before se-
lecting the Osmany Udyan. the
governmenl studied three op-
tions--- an 3.8 acre site beside
the Prime Minister's Office; an
area in the old airport adjacent
to the Military Musuem and the
land beside the Sonargaon Ho-
tel. Even, there was a proposal
for going to Ashulia.

The 3.8 acre site near the
Prime Minister's office was re-

jected as it was "too inade-
guate”. The old airport will re-
main as the second airport and
the proposed two- storied centre
will "pose a problem for it”".
Chinese experts did not agree on
the proposal Lo use the area ad-
jacent to Sonargaon Holel as it
would be "too expensive”, the
minister and officials told
newsmen.

The minister also dismissed
the suggestion that traffic man-
agement would be a problem
near the Osmany Udyan. "Rick-
shaws and auto-rickshaws will
be phased out in future”.

He also promised to investi-
gate how two high-rise markets
are being built on the Railway
land and construection of the
Yamani Market on the south
eastern fringe of the Udyan vio-
lating Rajuk’s building code.

He sought co-operation from
Journalists in this regard and
i1 straightening the Bijoy
Soroni by removing a high rise
building blocking it's expan-
sion.

Samajtantrik Sramik Front staged a r
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casion of its 4th national conference yesterday.

ally in front of the National Press Club on the oc-
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JS body backs crash programme
to Increase power generation

A meeting ol the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Energy and Mineral Resources
Ministry Thursday backed the
government bid to cut down on
procedures to increase power
generation as early as possible,
reports UND.
» 1 Mebti sources said the
standing commiittee asked the
ministry to complete necessary
process within two months (o
establish new power units and
transmission lines under the
crash programme,

The crash programime in-
cludes setting up of new power
generation units within six
months through unsolicited
foreign or local offers: which is
opposed by some quarlers
within the government and also
by the donor agencies,

The meeting, chaired by
standing committee chairman
Chief Whip Abul Hasanat Ab-
dullah. unanimously decided
that steps would be taken im-
mediately to set up new power
units and transmission lines
and to repair and modernise the
old ones.

It asked the authorities con-
cerned to submit a report at the

New BALID
apex body

Dr Muhammad Abdus Sattar
and Nikhil Chandra Sarkar
were re-elected president and
general secretary respectively
ol the Bangladesh Association
of Librarians. Information Sci-
entists and Documentalisis
(BALID), reporis BSS.

They were elected in the 12th
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the association held yester-
day at the Public Library Audi-
torium,

The other officebearers are
Vice-presidents — Suriaya Be-
gum, Dr Nurunnahar Rahman,
and Kazi Abdul Mazed; Joint
Secretary General — Mustafizur
Rahman; Establishment Secre-
tary — Abu Muhammad Han-
nan. Finance Secretary
Mafizur Rahman. Research and
Development Secretary
Maniruzzaman: Public Rela-
tion and Publicity Secretary —
Amina Khatun: and Executive
Members — Dr S M Mannan,
SM Shamsuzzaman, Abdul Wa-
hab. Abu Sayeed. Farida Yas-
meen, Bilkis Begum and Atiar
Rahman Sabuz,

e
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next meeting of the JS commit-
tee on the success of the recent
action programme to save elec-
tricity.

The committee also directed
them to keep the media in-
[ormed aboul their day to day
progress in implementing the

~action programme.

THe programme, taken a
month ago. includes snapping
of illegal power connections,
snapping the lines of the de-
faulted consumers and attach-
ing Power Factor Improvementt
(PF1) devices at the industrial
units.

However, according to
sources. the Power Develop:
ment Board (PDB) and the
Dhaka Eleetric Sulpply Author-
it!y (DESA] have failed miser-
ably in the drive due to "reluc-
tance of some officials” in the
lwo organisations.

So far. very few illegal lines
were snapped and not a single
connection of defaulted con-
sumers was snapped. Also, not a

single PFI was installed by the

industries.

The standing committee also
asked the institutions con-
cerned to implement the Col-

lection Import Ratio (CIR] to re-
duce huge system loss by PDB
and DESA.

The committee was of the
view that system loss would de-
crease if revenue collection
against the electricity supplied
could be increased.

It asked the concerned insti-
lutions to stubntit a' Separate re-
port oty theéir shtdess of reducing
system loss at the next meeting
ol the standing committee,

The meeting praised the Ru-
ral Electrification Board (REB)
as il has no system loss.

The standing committee dis-
cussed irregularities relating to
the import of delective electric
meters. It was informed that
cases have been filed against
the suppliers of such defective
meters demanding compensa-
lion.

State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Prof
Rafigul Islam, Imran Ahmed,
AB Tajul IJIslam, M Zillul
Hakim, Abdul Mukit Khan, Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
and Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury attended the meet-

ing.

New techniques to cut water

use in rice growing: IRRI

MANILA, May 21: New tech-
nigques are being developed to
lessen water usage for growing
rice by up lto 25 per cent, the
Philippine-based International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
said here Friday, reporils AFP.

Cutting the use of water in
growing rice is considered a
priority because water demand
in Asia is expected {o increase
sharply over the next 25 years,
IRRI said in a statement.

Water demand will rise by
more than 50 per cent in South-
east Asia and India and by 40
per cent in China, all major
rice-growing areas. the institute
said.

Experts warned that the
growth of cities and industries
in Asia had increased their de-
mand for water, forcing rice
farming to become “"water effi-
cient.”

The Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Re-
search [CGIAR), a network to
which IRRI is affiliated, has re-
vealed the new techniques.

Among the new rice tech-
niques are "wet seeding” where
seeds are soaked before being
sown. and which is already in
use i1 some Asian countries
like the Philippines, Vietnam
and Thailancd.

Other techniques include
"intermittent rice in'iFatinn"
where fields are merely irri-
gated regularly instead of being
kept flooded, "land-levelling”
where adjoining fields are kept
to the same level. and better
management of weeds and
cracked soils.

CGIAR scientists will discuss
these and other developments
in a mid-term meeting in China
from May 24 to 28, IRRI said.

IRRI scientists and members
of various national rice re-
search instituies will also dis-
cuss ways (o use geographic in-
formation to help stabilise rice
yields and alleviate poverty in
Eastern India at a conference in
Uttar Pradesh from May 24 to
26, IRRI added.

ip (BWP) organis

i T 1

ed

a two
ter Vision for 2025, which ended in the city yesterday. Seen in the picture from left are
Tauhidul Anwar Khan, Member Secretary (BWP), Dr. A T M Shamsul Huda, Secretary,
Ministry of Water Resources, Quamrul Islam Siddique, Chairman, BWP, Q K Ahmad,
Chairman, BUP, Dr Ramesh Bhatia, member, Global Water Partnership-Technical Advisory
Committee and Dr P S Rao, Regional Vision Co-ordinator, South Asia.

News

Kidnapped
businessman

rescued from
DU hall

By DU Correspondent

Police Thursday rescued an
abducted businessman from
Salimullah Hall of Dhaka Uni-
versity and arrested two people
in this connection.

The arrested were identified
as Sarwar Hossain, a second
year student of Political Science
of the university and Ranijit
Kumar Roy. a prospective
foreign job seeker.

Dulal Chandra Hawlader, a
manpower businessman, was
Kidnapped by a group of mis-
creants, from the city's Mugda
area on Wednesday night.

The abductors conlfined him
to room No 150 of SM Hall.
Hawladar had allegedly taken
Tk 72,000 [rom Ranjit to send
him to Malaysia in 1994,

He had, however, failed to do
so. Ranjit hired Sarwar to re-
cover the money of which
Howlader already had paid
back Tk 20,000.

The abductors allegedly tor-
tured Hawladar and asked him
to relurn Ranjit's money,

The hall provost was in-
formed about the matter by an
anonymous caller on Tuesday
night and he informed it to DU
authorities yesterday. He or-
dered Sarwar to bring the vic-
tim to his office.

After hearing the statements
of both abductors and the
victim at his office, the proctor
of the university, called the po-
lice and handed all of themn
over.

Later, DU authorities in an
eniergency meeting with Prof
AK Azad Chowdhury, Vice
Chancellor of the university in
the chair suspended Sarwar
Hossain temporarily for his al-
leged involvement in the inci-
dent. They also decided to serve
a show cause notice to six DU
students for their alleged in-
volvermment in the incident.

The victim lodged a case
with Ramna police. The ar-
rested will be produced before
the Chief Melropolitan Magis-
trate (CMM) today, police said.

Sramik Front's

call to observe
strike May 26

By Staft Correspondent

Samajtantrik Sramik Front
has urged the workers to ob-
serve the May 26 count ide
stirike called by the SKOP to
press home their various de-
mands. including formulation
of minimum national wage law.

The call was made from the
4th national conference of the
organisation held yesterday at
Jatiya Press Club with its pres-

ident Abdullah Sarker in the
chair. BSD convenor Khalequz-
zaman addressed the function
as chief guest.

At the conference. the work-
ers leaders also demanded im-
mediate announcement of wage
commission award, stop of pri-
vatisation and implementation
of agreements signed with the
government in the past.

The leaders said the gov-
ernminent is closing down mills
and industries one after an-
other and retrenching workers
in the name of the free market
economy. The just rights of the
workers and employees are be-
ing curbed everyday, they said.

They also demanded imme-
diate reopening of Chittagong
Steel Mills and cancellation of
the planning to construct pri-
vale container terminal at
Chittagong Port.

The conference was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Mostafa Faruque, Mahbubur
Rahman Ismail, Osman Ali and
Naimuddin.

A 17-member committee was
formed at the conference with
Abdullah Sarker and Mah-
bubur Rahman as president and
general secretary respectively.
Other office-bearers, include
vice president Mostafa
Faruque, secretary — Naimud-
din, ﬂfﬁanising secretary — Os-
man Ali, finance secretary
Nurul Islam Ranju and office
secretary — Zulfiker Ali.

CMS discussion
today

The Centre o Micro Studies
will hold a discussion meeting
on "Criteria for Nominating
Members of Parliament by Po-
litical Parties" today . says
a press release.

The keynote paper "Vote For
Banana Tree" will be presented
by Abdullah Siddiqui. A selec-
tive group of eminent persons
including senior advocales,
professors, politicians, retired
secrelaries and journalists will
participate in the meeting as
discussants.

The discussion meeting will
be held in the auditorium of
TTT. House No: 59 (N}, Road No:
12A, Dhanmondi.

JS body on Water

Resources
Ministry
meets

Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Water Resources
Ministry at a meeting [yesterday
reviewed progress of the im-
plementation of its previous
decisions. reports UNB,

Held at Sangsad Bhaban
with committee chairman Ab-
dul Momin in the chair, the
meeting discussed the schemes
proposed for inclusion in the
Annual Development Pro-
gramme of the next fiscal.

The meeting formed a three-
member sub-committee that
will visit the sites of Coastal

‘Rehabilitation Projects (CPR)

undertaken by Water Develop-
ment Board. It will investigate
whether the project works are
going on satisfactorily or not.

damage to children's brain

Lead poisoning may cause
massive damage to the brain
and nervous systems of chil-
dren in Bangladesh, with its ef-
[ects more extensive for mal-
nourished children from low-
income families living close 1o
heavy fraffic areas. reports
BSS.

According to several studies
sponsored by International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh
[ICDDR.B}. lead levels in blood
were extremely high in children
with Psycho-motor delay and
behavioural problems. indicat-
ing lead poisoning.

A total of 49 children fromn
Tejgaon, Mohammadpur and
Keraniganj and nine others
admitted in the ICDDR,B hospi-
tal were studied to find out the
blood lead and cadmium levels
in children as an index of the
exposure to these loxic elements
in the environment,

It was found that concentra-
tion of lead in them were signil-
icantly higher than those in the
hospital. Blood lead levels in
children of Tejgaon industrial
area were much higher than
those of Keraniganj. and Mo-
hammadpur. =

The blood cadmium levels
were also higher in children
[rom the study areas than those
from the hospital. Cadmiun
levels were significantly higher
in children from Keraniganj
than all other areas.

All children from the three
study areas showed high blood
lead levels,

According to the study report
both lead and cadmium levels
in the blood of children from
high risk areas are alarmingl
higher with adverse health ef-
fects. Gasoline, paints, ceram-
ics and balleries are a few ex-
amples which may have caused
stich a problem in the environ-
meril for the children.

On the other hand, high lead
in the hospitalised children
indicates general contamina-
tion ol the capilal city where
children are exposed to cad-
mium through inhalation of
smoke and contaminated soil
and dust from the Industrial
emissions and sewage sludge.

Another study found hospi-
tal wastes being disposed of in
common dustbins in the city ag
hazardous and toxic which were
posing a significant threat to
human health and environ-
ment as well,

The study conducted to ex-
amine medical waste manage-
ment system in Bangladesh and
identify the polential impacts
ol medical wastes to human
health and environment
showed that the hospital staff
at all levels were not aware of
the methods ol sate disposal
and handling of hospital
wasles,

Moreover. waste disposal
practice was lound to be quite

unsafe as both clinical and
non-clinical wastes were belng
disposed together. The labora-
tory analysis showed the pres-
ence of infectious wastes and
the risk of severe contamina-
tion of the environment due to
such practice.

A total of 28 government,
private and diagnostic centres
at large, medium and small cat-
egories were included in the
study which in its observation
stressed on proper waste man-
agement strategy to ensure
safety of human health and en-
vironment. "There is an urgent
need for awareness-raising pro-
grammes on health and envi-
ronmental hazards of hospital
wastes,” the study observed.

Another study found that
most of the healtﬁ problems of
the slum dwellers originated
from the prevailing unhygienic
envircnment of the slums as
well as their working and eat-
ing habit.

Gastic pain, dysentery, skin
diseases, diarrhoea, jaundice,
fever, cough. general weakness,
pneumnonia and measles are
common health problems for
dwellers of the slums.

Since they are unable to
avail services of qualified doc-
tors for economic reasons, the
stul:ig said, they depend on the
faith healers” as they believe
such diseases are caused by the
'evil spirit.”

SAARC states urged to review
'‘policies of confrontation'

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad Thursday urged
the SAARC member countries
to review "policies of confronta-
tionn” to accelerate the present
trend of cooperation in the re-
gion, reports LINB,

"Borders did not help in
solving problems, rather it in-
creased them." he said address-
ing the inaugural session of a
seminar on "SAARC: Present
and Future”, organised by the
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD] in the morning.

Presided over by CPD execu-
tive chairman Prof Rehman
Sobhan, the inaugural session
ol the seminar was also ad-
dressed by Director General of
Research and Inforrnation Sys-
tem (RIS] for the Non-Aligned
Countries Dr VR Panchamukhi
and President of the Institute
for Integrated Development
Studies (IIDS) of Nepal Dr Mo-
han Man Sainju.

Emphasising on a strong
SAARC. Azad said: "Clearly,
SAARC is at a crossroad. We

 fiow have to take steck ef what

we h_ave athievﬁd, and decide

where we would like to see our-
selves in the next century.”

Saying that where regional
economic cooperation had al-
ready achieved remarkable suc-
cesses in Europe, South East
Asia and elsewhere, he asked:
"Why should our region be left
behind?" )

The Foreign Minister said
the people of the region would

be disappointed if SAARC failed

to deliver results as expected.
"The member states have al-
reacly set the goal of achieving
SAFTA by 2001."

Azad said scope for informal
political consultations
SAARC provides a wvaluable
mechanism for the countries Lo
come Logether. "The dialogue
initiated during the tenth
summit resulted in more confi-
dence building."

Mentioning that the Delhi-
Lahore bus service has a mean-
ing that ﬁ{nes beyond mere sym-
bolism, he said that the long-
expected Dhaka-Calcutta bus
service would begin soon open-
ing up another Borizothoftoop-

Freedom fighters"
~ rally in
Mymensingh

Freedom fighters from six
districts of greater Mymen-
singh will assemble at a grand
rally in Mymensingh today,
reports APB.

Freedom flighters of all unit
commands of the districts —
Mymensingh, Tangail, Ja-
malpur, Kishoreganj, Ne-
trakona and Sherpur-arranged
the gathering at Mymensingh
Town Hall at 2 pm, said a press
release,

Chairman of the Central
Command Council of Bang-
ladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad
Principal Abdul Ahad Chow-
dhury will attend the rally as
chief guest. Convenor of My-
mensingh district ‘unit
command Nazim Uddin Ahmed
will preside.

Dhaka North Lions
__Club president

F5elim Afzal
ltas been re-
vlected presi-
Jent of the Li-
ons  Club of
Dhaka North
lor 1999-2000,
] Says a press re-
2 lease,

-1 He was elected
_dal  a  general

mecting ol the club on May 12.

Lion Alzal has long been as-
socialed with the social service
movement. He is also a writer
arcl o cultural activist.

Obituary

Shamsunnahar Begum, 71,
mother-in-law of BFUJ presi-
dent Amanullah Kabir died at
BIRDEM hospital yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

Shamsunnahar was admit-
ted to the hospital on May 5 fol-
lowing jaundice, hepatitis and
renal complications.

She leit behind her only
daughter Rasheda Kabir, five
grand children and a number of
relative, to mourn the death.

The namaz-e-janaza of the
deceased was held at Furfura
Mosque and she was buried at
Dar-Us-Salam graveyard yes-
terday afternoon.

The qulikhwani of Sham-
sunnahar will be held at her
16/a, Dar-Us-Salam residence
on Monday after Asr prayers.

* * %

Begum Roushan Ara, wife of

late Sirajul Hug Chowdhury,
died of old age ailments in New
DOHS on ursday evening.
She was 94, says a press release.

She left behind four son.
eight grandchildren and a host
of relatives to mourn her death.

Her namaz-e-janaza was
held al the New DOHS Mosque
al Mohakhali after Jumma
prayers yesterday and she was
buried at the Banani graveyard.

The qulikchwani of Rowshan
Ara will be held tomorrow after
Asr prayers al the youngest
son's residence at 127, New
DOHS, Eastern Lane-5. Mo-
hakhali,

of

"These developments need to
be further strengthened," he
said observing: "Regional coop-
eration is no longer a matter of
choice for South Asia. The pro-
cess of globalisation leaves us
wilh no other option.”

He said cooperation should
not be scheme by scheme,
rather it should be a package of
schemes.

Dr Panchamukhi, a former
president of Indian Economic
Association, said the SAARC
forum is moving but it needs to
be laster to protect the region
Irom the negative impacts of
globalisation.

Dr Mohan Man Sainju said
regional groupings are the man-
ifestations of how the smaller
and weaker economies protect
their economy.

He blamedv political mistrust
as the greatest problem for the
backwardness of the region. Al-
though the progress ol SAARC
was slow, the body for coopera-
tion is still needed for a stable
situation in South Asia; Dr
Sainju said.
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8 Injured

In terrorist

attack in Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, May 21!
Eight people were injured. in-
cluding a municipal commis-
sioner and a school teacher. in
‘lerrorist” attacks here Thurs-
day night on peace campaign-
ers. reports LUNB.

Officials and locals said
commissioner Saroj Kumar
Chakma and teacher Napoleon
Chakma came under the "ter-
rorist” altack at Khabangpuria
in the hill town.

The poura commissioner
convened a meeting for today Lo
build public opinion against
terrorisin, which earned them
the wrath.

Meanwhile, today's meetin
ol community leaders an
members of the public at the
Khabangpuria Shishu Kalyan
Sangha Abasik Bidyalaya, wilh
Poura Chairman Mong Kaw
Ching Chowdhury in the chair,
condemned the attack and de-
manded punishment of those
involved in it

The municipal commission-
ers association in a statement
today also condemned the at-
tack and demanded "exemplary
punishment of the culprits’,

In another incident of vio-
lence the same night. six ac-
tivists of the Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (Hill Students Union)
sustained bullet injuries in
armed attack in Gashabil area
in Manikchhari thana of the
hill district.

Three of the victims were
rushed to Chittagong in critical
condition while the rest were
taken to local hospitals.

The rival group, said to be
opposed to the CHT peace ac-
cord, swooped on the pro-peace
faction of the PCP while return-
ing from a function held to cel-
ebrate the tenth anniversary of
PCP's founding.

Police said the anti-peace ac-
livists attacked the peace sup-
porters while two buses carry-
ing the rival groups came close
to each other at the spot.

The pro-peace activists were
travelling back to Laxmichhari
form here while the rivals
bound for the hill town from
Chittagong.

Both the buses sped away as
a shontout erupted following
the attack.

Quiz Cﬂm(;petitiﬂll: British Council Youn

Centre will hol
andl4 years. Venue: British
12.30 pm

Workshop:

a guiz competition for children
ouncil auditorium. Time: 11.00 am -

Learner's
ed between 6

The inauguralion of the workshop on

‘University-Agency Cooperation in the Field ol Water Resources
Engineering' will be held. Organisers: Department of Waler Re-

sources Engineering, BUET and the BUET-DUT Universily Linkage
Project sponsored by DGIS, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
Netherlands. Venue: Council Bhaban (1st floor) BUET. Time : 9.00

dITl.

Showroom Opening: The opening ceremony of a new

showroom of Crescent Trade International Ltd, an Aktel aun-

thorised dealer., will be held. Venue : 39, Kushal Centre, Uttara.
- \

Tme : 11.00 am.

Meeting:
Central wil

The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
e held.Venue: 'Surma’. Dhaka Club Ltd. Time: 1.30

Minister for Housing and Public Works and Civil Aviation

and Tourism Engineer Mosharraf Hossain administered the
oath of the newly elected committee of the Institute of
Architects Bangladesh at the Russian Cultural Centre

auditorium in the city recently.,

. The Buily Star 11
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Lead poisoning may cause

One arrested
from inside

DB office

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was arrested
from inside the Detective
Branch (DB) office premises at
Minto Road in the evening yes-
lerday. police said.

The arrested was identified
as Swapon Kumar Sarkar alias
Milton, aged around 25, a resi-
dent of city's Siddheswari area.
according to police.

DB personnel arrested him
when he was roaming inside the
DB office premises suspi-
ciously. police said.

A general diary was filed
with Ramna thana in this re-
gard yesterday.

City slums won't
be evicted

L ] [ L ] - .,
indiscriminately
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim has assured the Associa-
tion of Development Agencies
in Bangladesh (ADAB) of not
evicting the city slums indis-
criminately.

The assurance came when
some representatives of ADAB,
Coalition for the Urban Poor
(CUP} and various grassroots
organisations met the minister
on Thursday to express their
concern at the government's
plan to evict slums.

Earlier on May 6. the home
minister told newsmen at a dia-
logue programme in the city
that "strict measures would be
taken for removing the slums
which have become dens of
criminals”.

On behalf of the delegation.
the ADAB president Dr Kazi
Faruq Ahmed apprised Nasim
about probable economic fall-
out in case of slum eviction. The
delegation also expressed con-
cern as the non-government or-
ganisations have already made
Tk 150 cr investment for the
slum dwellers.

Kibria asks Lions
Clubs to help

propel economy

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday called upon
members of the Lions' Club to
help propel the national econ-
omy and reduce poverty by
strengthening lions movement
across the country, reports BSS,

The finance minister was
inaugurating the Third Annual
District Convention 1999 of Li-
ons Clubs International Dis-
trict 315-B1 Bangladesh at a lo-
cal hotel yesterday afternoon.
Presided over by District Gov-
“ernor Engineer Igbal H Khan, it
was addressed by Lions Muslem
Ali Khan., RM Khan, MAM
Salehr and Mohammad
Shafiqur Rahman.

Kibria commended lionism
and said° members of Lions
Clubs could play an important
role in achieving economic
prosperity of the country. He
sought the cooperation of mem-
bers of Lions Clubs in endin
poverty and assured them o
cooperation of the government
in this regard.

Sajeda says

Govt for allout
support to
female workers

NAGARKANDA, Faridpur,
May 21: Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury today called upon
the people to remain alert
against all kinds of anti-peace,
activities, reports BSS.

"We will make the country
economically solvent through
peaceful atmosphere,” she said
at a function organised for dis-
tributing sewing machines
among women and disbursing
loan among the trained youths”
of the Thana in the Thana
Parishad auditdérium here.

She said the government led
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was relentlessly work-
ing for equal distribution of
national resources so that the
women can contribute more to
the nation-building unitedly.

"“The government will con-
tinue to provide allout support
to women to ensure their partic-
ipation in nation building ac-
tivities,” she added.

Sajeda Chowdhury expressed
the hope that these women and
youths would play a positive
role through self-employment

-Frujects like fisheries,
ivestock and vegetable
cultivation,

Earlier. the minister do-

nated money for the develop-
ment of mosques and temples
under the Thana. The DC and
the SP of Faridpur and the TNO
of Nagarkanda were present on
the occasion.

New body of
architects

Sworn in
By Staff Correspondent

An 11l-member Executive
Committee of the Institute of
Architects Bangladesh was
sworn in at a ceremony at the
Russian Cultural Centre audito-
rium in the city recently, says a
press release.

Minister for Housing and
Public Works and Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain adminis-
tered oath of the newly elected
committee.

Office bearers of the commit-
tee are Rabiul Hussain, presi-
dent, M Mobashsher Hossain,
vice president, ASM Ismail,
ﬁeneral secretary, Kazi Golam

asir, joint secretary, Sajjadur
Rashicf! treasurer and me
Abul Hasnat Fuad, Albab
Ahmed, Dr Khondakar Shabbir
Ahmed, Luva Nahid Chowd-
hury, KM Mostapha Khalid and
Sanaul Hag.



