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CSM: A Test Case

IVEN the colossal liability of Tk 1,100 crore

and the unpalatable proposition of adding
nearly two
5;-11.31riyes and allowances during the projected two-
year period for BMRE, the decision for a mass lay-
off at the Chittagong Steel Mills seems to have been
the only logical way out for the government. It not
only does give the government the much-needed
breathing space to direct its efforts towards revival
of the dying establishment, but also opens up the
passage for direct foreign investment. However, the
way the government has gone about the task of
implementing the decision appears somewhat
amateurish. Prevailing tension at the mills bears a
strong testimony to it. |

That the decision is part of the national policy
for disinvestment and not a move to stifle trade
unionism is a fact that appears to have not been
adequately projected before the workers. Consulta-
tion with workers' union leaders, a pre-requisite
under these circumstances, it seems, has not been
properly done. The workers' resistance against the
government move suggests that either the safety
net offered to them is considered inadequate by
them or they are averse to privatisation in general.
The government has to devise a way to avert the
ominous prospect of a showdown between the law-
enforcers and the striking workers through a
meaningful process of dialogue. In doing that it
must also take into account that there are people
lurking to engineer a law and order situation at the
mills,

The Chittagong Steel Mills is a test case for the
government's disinvestment programme. If we can
weather the storm of workers' resistance and make
it viable under a completely new set-up following
the much-needed BMRE, an example will have been
set for more joint venture projects in the country.
It holds the potential to be turned into an effica-
cious plant. The issue of foreign investment for
BMRE in exchange for certain percentage of shares
should be settled without much dithering. On the
whole. the revival of Chittagong Steel Mills should
be treated as a top-priority undertaking. Rejuvena-
tion of the CSM can give a shot in the arm of such
ailing units as the Machine Tools Factory and
even the Adamijee Jute Mills.

Peak-hour Shutout

HE acceptance of demands of the striking em-
ployees of BTV by the State Minister for
Information for officially shutting out package
programimes, though ‘temporarily'. during the peak
hours is not a decision in the right direction. This
ras possibly the most important demand of the ag-
itating non-gazctted employees of the BTV to which
the State Minister and the TV highups have sur-
rendered without weighing the consequences of
such a decision in the long run.

Since its inception in 1964, BTV has produced a
number ol interesting and highclass programmes
apart from being the partisan mouthpiece of the
ruling elite. Till today this vital electronic medium
is very rightly accused of being the megaphone of
the party in power, in spite of their election pledge
to allow autonomy to Radio and Television. There
has been lot of complaints from the viewers
against the low standard of the programmes tele-
cast by BTV in recent timnes. Perhaps BTV has for-
gotten they don't enjoy complete monopoly any-
more. Since the skies of Bangladesh have been
opened up for satellite channels, discerning view-
ers have started comparing BTV's programmes
with those. Most of the programmes of these sta-
tions are prepared by private companies which are
known as 'package programmes.’ Though late, the
tralle has also picked up in Bangladesh and we
have now a number of houses producing pro-
grammes for BTV and satellite channels. Still in
its infancy, top class productions should not be ex-

ected from them. But that does not mean they will

e discouraged. This is a new area and a number of
entrepreneurs have come forward with money and
expertise and invested in men and material, They
are offering not only programmes liked by viewers
but also fair competition to the BTV producers to
come up with better productions.

This is good competition from which both the
BTV and the viewers will benefit. Why should the
viewers be compelled to watch sub-standard pro-
grammes produced by BTV? Shutting out the pack-
age programmes in the peak hours will do harm to
the BTV and the private entrepreneurs and the mil-
lions of viewers in particular will suffer. This is
safeguarding the interest of public servants at the
cost of private initiatives in a free economy. We
strongly urge the ministry concerned to rethink
their decision and find out solutions beneficial for
all three parties — the BTV employees, the package
producers and, above all, the viewers.

Uproot Druglords

T_IIERE‘S a malignant mesh of drug bazaar de-

stroying the country's core the youth. The
news of increasing number of drug addicts once
again drives home the message that our aggravat-
ing law and order situation is showing little sign of
improvement. The Department of Narcotics

Control estimates that about 240 drug merchants
in the capital city are netting Taka 1.2 million

every day by selling phensidyl alone, not to speak
of other stuff. It is outrageous that despite all the
information required to swoop down on and
uproot these merchants of death they are yet to he
contained. Authority's ledger records 160 dens in
the city and it also has the full knowledge about the
border points through which phensidyl worth
taka 2.6 million is smuggled daily into
Bangladesh. But the reported incidents concerning
this dirty trade always went unheeded.

The underlying note is dreadful. Apart from
healthcare strain on the addicts, mostly youths,
the society becomes exposed to criminal activities
like mugging, extortion, toll collection etc. The
druglords often with chequered history escape ei-
ther allegedly in connivance with the law en-
forcers or through the loopholes of the law itself,
Reportedly, the police are singularly lacking in
commitment in addressing this issue that has al-
ready assumed a dangerous proportion, The appar-
ent negligence only speaks of the establishment's

unwillingness or inability to perceive the conse-
quences.

Inaction against these law-breakers is bound to
have long term negative effect on our people at
large. We don’t want any more casualties and re-
grets. While we want the drug abusers to correct
themselves with the help of non-governmental ef-
forts, we urge upon the government machinery to
act with integrity to uproot the druglords from the

country and save the nation from an impending
scourge of anaesthesia.

—

crore more every month as workers’

‘What is Sovereignty?

Our politicians are interested in securing the charity for the people so that
they can be tied down to the begging bowl for the rest of their lives or at
least until the next election time. No politician has ever launched a micro-
credit programme even within their constiluency so that the poorest may
become less poor within three years and not remain poor at all within
another two years. Please note that the tenure of a member of
Parliament is five vears.

FHAT is sovereignly’ Political parties in
\J\’ the Opposition are releutlessly pursuing
the thesis that government through its
palicies is deliberately subwverling the sovereigntly
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. After the
Chittagong 11ill Tracts (CHT) peace agreemnent. it
was even alleged that the south-eastern segment
of the country had been sold away to another
country. The loose talks oftenn made it so simple,
Il appeared (o be exactly the same as buyving and
selling of land, if not selling of animals in the
open cattle market,

We all know very well that everything has
remained as it is. Our borders remain intact.
There have been no unauthorized intrusion
except for smugglers. Peace has prevailed all over
the hill tracts. In fact, incidence of arson or ter-
rorism m general have been more rampant in the
capilal city than anywhere in the hill tracts dur-
ing the recent months, However the ardent palri-
ols ol oepposition political parties cannot rest in

and politicians have given up the hopes. il they
had any. of poverty alleviation. They are con-
vinced that nothing substantial can perhaps be
done hy them. Therefore, it is better to focus on
few highly sensitive issues which should inflame
the passion of the people and in the process win
their supporl during the next election. People are
poor. ‘They will continue to remain poor. What
the politicians can do? It is very unfortunate.
Bul their role is to win elections and grab the
power of the state authority. At best they would
donate some money, may be lots of money to
charity so thal the begpars' bowls do not remain
empty — at least during the campaign days just
before the national election,

The skeptics also suggest that it may be better
for politicians to paint a [alse image of sovereignty
for the mass of the people and realize solid politi-
cal gains.. The conditions of mass poverty is nol
at stake. Getting the vote is the real issue. Since
India is a hi¢ neighbour next door, it is not diffi-

peace since thev
are nol in power.
It is necessary for
them lo keep the
dead but polili-
cally highly sensi

tive issue like
freedom and sov
ereignty il Ly
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) = rult to fan up the
' lear of sovereign-
Ly at stake as a
profitable vole
catcher. Hitler
hecame the all
mighty dictator
for a fairly long
lime by convinc-

much alive and
Kicking in public mind so that repeated slogan
mongering at public gatherings and meetings can
swiltly inflame public mind against their oppo:
nents,

This in tact has been the pattern of politics
ever since the partition of 1947. The Pakistan
Muslitn League during the election of 1954, was
loudly preaching that unless they continue to
remain in power. we will lose our Pakistani identi-
ly. 5o even at the cost ol speaking a foreign lan-
guage {(Urdu). misrule and exploitation, we must
tolerate the parly in power. Otherwise we lose
our sovercignty and Lherefore everything else.

History has proved that we have gained every-
thing and lost nothing so far. The aftermath of
the partilion of 1947 is fully known. We had
Jumped [rom the frying pan to the open fire of
oppression and exploitation.

The victory of December 1971 truly established
the sovereign state and therefore the indepen-
dence of the people of this country. Curiously
enough. those who were against the sovereign
and independent Bangladesh in 1971, are now
most vocal and concerned about the loss of sover-
eignty in 1990s. What happened in the meantime
for such dramatic transformation or perhaps they
have remained as they were before in which case
we may coiiclude thal they are actually referring
lo the truncaling of Pakistan till today.

There is no need to be unduly concerned with
this simall vanishing breed. It is far more impor-
tant to realize the true meaning of sovereignty
and to what extent we have realized it since
PDecember 1971, We must appreciate that what
we had achieved was only political sovereignty
lnllowed by a democratic govermment, rights of
the people to vote, freedom of the press etc..
These are basic and fundamental and we should
be proud ol our achievernents.

Bul this is not all. A country where the imajori-
ty of the people ure poor, iu fact very poor, is nei-
Lher free nor sovereign. To a hungry man or
womain. freedom as we possess today has hardly
ANy meaning.. This is whal our political leaders
must [ully realize. No other country is going 1o
I:rullu: us over. They should rest in peace and tran-
quillity over this issue. What is necessary is to
tullv apprectate the agonizing reality of how peo-
ple Iiv?. and survive. They are neither free nor
SOVETeisn.

Al the same time, it is very difficult to believe
that political leaders do nol appreciaie the over-
whelming poverly of the country since they are
seeind thousands of malnourished people, almost
daily, in course of their frequent long marches
and huge public meetings. Seeing is believing,
Perliaps il is not true since the poor are so many

ing people that
Germany no longer belongs to Germans. It has
been taken over by the Jews. They run the econ-
omy. History may repeat itself. So Bangladesh
may also be taken over by non-Bangladeshis,
Vote for me and save the country. Indeed,. il is an
excellent vote catcher. The innocent people can
be easily hoodwinked.

[ think the time has now come to vigorously
pursue an honest campaign and bring to light the
hidden agenda of the politicians behind all their
sovereigniy in danger campaigns as well as their
utter lack of interest in pursuing a genuine anti-
poverty programme. People should be told and
convinced thal politicians are determined to keep
us poor since it serves their interest. If people are
poor, their aspirations will remain limited. They
will not have the energy to protest all the wrong
doings of the politicians. They will remain sub-
servient if only they just manage to keep their
body and soul together. Nothing more. Therefore
small amounts of charity is an excellent way to
enable themn just to survive. The vulnerahle
group leeding programme also has no positive
effect alter the food have heen digested within cou-
ple ol hours.

There is a Chinese proverb which says: "Give a
man a fish, he will eat it for a day; teach a man
how to fish, he will eat for the rest of his life’. Our
politicians are interested in securing the charity for
the people so that they can be tied down to the beg-
ging bowl for the rest of their lives or atl least until
the next election time. No politician has ever
launched a micro-credit programme even within
their constitueney so that the poorest may become
less poor within three years and not remain poor at
all within another two years. Please noie that the
tenure ol a member-of Parliament is live years. It is
possible to substantially alleviate poverty in each ol
the 300 constituencies of the country. if members
of the Parliament themselves sponsor three hun-
dred Grameen Banks oul of their own resources
since it would not cost more than the amount they
had to spend and win the election, Moreover. sup-
port from Bangladesh Bank can be secured: il is
not charity but credit which is repaid by the poor-
est.

This will definitely lead to the achievement of
economic sovereignty and the true Ireedom.
Unfortunately, our politicians are not interested in
the realization of true sovereignty. It may not
ensure them the votes. Quite a few members of the
Grameen Bank are now members and chairper
sons ol Union Councils. In future, they may be
clected to Upazilla Parishad and eventually to the
parliament. Thus new leaders may emerge from
the grassroots, What would then happen Lo exist-
ing politicians ?

Limping Industries
Limit Growth

The industrial sector needs a jerk ... limping industrial growth limits
overall economic growth. Proper politics, policies and premises — all need to

be knitted together for a limping growth to _jump up.

HE lountain of wealth ol the wealthy
nations ol today — so0 it is said — receives

the perennial flow from trade in manulac-
tures: Manulacturing is considered to be the key
lo increased employment, income and standard of
living. About three-fourths of the world's mer-
chandise 1rade is reported to be dominated by
manulactures and demolition of the tariff wall
against trade in manufactures had been at the
top of all agenda pertaining to international trade,
Again, “exporl-led” growth strategy emnerged in the
backdrop of the lack ol adequate purchasing
power in domeslic markel as well as in the pres-
ence ol pervasive inefficiency in a protected
regime. [t is now widely recognised, however, that
the successes of the export-led development sirat-
egy is contlingent upon the development of a
viable inanulacturing sector.

Such important manufacturing sector in
Bangladesh is limping. so 1o sav. Over the last
gquarter of a cen
lury, the econoy

ciency of the private seclor in competing with the
world market would be determined partly by
these polices and also partly by dE?E]ﬂpin[.i
human resource base. A timely tuned liberalizec
trade regime is a sine qua non for export oriented
industrialisation. A liberalised trade regime helps
to keep costs ol production down on the one hand
and promotes adoption of new technology on the
other.

In the newly [loated industrial policy., some of
the issues seem to have been given serious
thoughts. The policy pronounces a private seclor-
led export-oriented industrial growth keeping in
view Lthe imperatives of the global market. That
special attention to be given to small and rural
based industries with the assurance of necessary
su{ppurt services is a laudable statement. A firm
political commitment is also enshrined therein.
Thrust sectors have rightly been identified with
clue elisposition of ineentive sehemes.
= [lut a paper of

policy intent as it

ol ~ Banglades
has gone througl
a sluw rather
erratic siructur:!

1Beneatl"| the Surfa

i5. the success of
the new industri-
4l policy would

: A WA S e voems w.—- (lepend to a large
transformation : ilegree on the
Public seclo! by Abdul BB}TEE , tnabling environ-
mainly led the F B — — —— ent  for the
nation’s industri- ni— drowth ol indus-
alisation efforts. Adhocisi reigned suprenie in tres 1o this coune. Alnong the determinants of

the absence of a clear-cut vision Lo the future.
Appallingly. some of the premises upon which the
policies were made turned out to be wrong, For
example. heavy doses of industrial finance took
place under the umbrella of specialised financial
institutions on Lhe notion that it was the lack of
credit that constrained industrialisation efforts.
More olten than not, credit flows were dictated
more by political considerations than by economic
rate ol returns. The concomitant consequences
are clear: “industrialists' gotl rich while indus-
tries ol sick, massive amounts of loans were
defaulted. the economy was almost destined for a
de-industrialisation. The share of manufacturing
sector limped from 9 per cent in 1973 to only 11-
12 per cent al present. Again. whatever silver lin-
ing appears on the horizon of the industrial front
derives its most from ready-made garments
IRMG) with heavy import dependence and lower
value addition.

The bleak scenario begot in the backdrop of a
vast pool ol easily trainable manpower resources
and the prevalence of a relatively low wage level,
Ta make things worse, the weak base of technolo-
£y. lack of dynamic entrepreneurship, managerial
expertise and developed worklorce played the dev-
astating role. The Filth Five Year Plan'is poised to
raise the share of manufacturing to about 13 per
cent ol GDP by the terminal year of the plan. Is
the target achievable?

The answer 1o the aforesaid question would
hinge much on the crucial and logical transfor-
niation of the economy needed for an. acceleration
of the pace of industralisationi. There are many
contributing factors to that targeted transforma-
tion but allow me to cite a few : a necessary
enabling environment. an upbeat efliciency of the
private sector so that it can compete in the global
miarket. and a well sequenced and timed liber-
alised trade regime,

The necessary enabling environment springs
mainly from political stability, credibility of IJD!]-\'-
cies, de-rednlations and privatization. The effi-

that environment. looms large the question of
political stability and political consensus on the
ways and means ol industrialisation. We can only
hope that major political parties — with avowed
objective of a market economy — would see that
such consensus is on board. The country has
already lapsed a large part of the opportunities
available for industrialisation. Welcoming moves
are in sight also, For example, establishment of
Rin Adalat. placing loan defaulters under the
judgement of the court ete. seem to have dawnecl
on to signal the demise of loan defaulting culture.
It is expected thal in the future we would expect
much of 'quality’ rather than 'quantity’ invest-
nents.

The indusltrial sector needs a jerk, with the view
in mind of course, that a limping industrial
growth limits overall economic growth. Proper poli-
tics, policies and premises — aﬁ:rneed to be knitted
together for a limping growth to jump up.
Unfortunately. while policies and premises have
seemingly gone on shore, politics is drowning in
the deep sea. It is high time that we get rid of
wn}:ing politics before we seek our industries to be
right.

The Fifth Five Year Plan Document (page 300)
rightly remarked on the role of the public vs. private
sector — an irritant debate that has been on for
many years: "Generally, the public sector will be
more visible through policy and institutional sup-
port rather than investment in the industrial sector
through ADPs. The public sector inputs will be pro-
vided mainly through right policies, institutional
and infrastructural support, legal forms and goodd
governance ... The government does not intend to
invesl in new industrial capacity creation excepting
in such areas where the private sector will not be
lorthcoming...". We can only hope that good words
on good governance as espoused in the plan docu-

ment are turned into good deeds and with no loss
of lime,

Trees are true

wlietr power is

rojeclted with intellect rather than upon emo-

An Appraisal of President Khatami'’s
Visit to Saudi Arabia

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid y

Iran’s growing military strength and increasing diplomatic interaction with

—

the European counitries cannot be _ignm*ed in the regiﬂn.

RESIDENT Mohammad
PKhatami ol Iran has paid a

visil to Saudi Arabia and
Qatar in recent days and the
visit is very significant in re-
pairing the often tumultuous
relations belween Arab c¢oun-
tries and Iran. The very lact
that Iranian President met
with the Saudi Arabia's King
during the visit appears to re-
flect the warming of relations
with the most important Arab
country in the region. The visit
has 1to be seen in the back-
groutid of its lowest stale of bi-
lateral relations in 1987 when
the BSaudi Arabian security
[orces resorted to firing upon
the Iranian nationals who pub-
licly demonstrated against
Saudi Arabia while performing
Haijj.

After the Islamic revolution
in 1879, Iran was seen as a
threat to the regimes in Arab
counltries in the Gulf region as
Irant was perceived Lo be export-
ing the Islamic revolution in
the region. Furthermore [ran is
a Shi'ite-dominated country
while the Arab countries in the
region are dominated by Sun-
nis. A serious distrusl devel-
oped between lran and the re-
dional Arab countries when
Iraq fought war with Iraq.. The
UAE still considers Iran as a
threat lo peace because [ran
holds on 1o a few of the UAE-
claimed islands in the Gulf.

The change in the bilateral
relations began to unfold when
Mr. Khatami was elected as the
President in Iran in May, 1997,
He was known to differ in his
views with the conservatives of
Lthe country. He was able to
bring fresh and liberal ideas in
governing the couniry. He
wants Lo lurn Iran into a free
and transparent government,
accountable te his people. The
lirst thaw in relations with
Arab countries came when Iran
held the [slamic Conlerence
Summil on 9th of December,
1997 in which all the heads of
slates/governments of Arab
counlries including Chairman
Yasser Arafatl altended.

The ice was broken and ev-
eryone perceived that Iran un-
der the new President would be
no threat to the security and
stability ol their regimes. Al-

though Iran initially had
reservations to the peace deal
10slo Accord of 1993) with 1s-
rael by the Palesline leader, it
now appears Lo have reconciled
with the view that il the Pales-
Linian people wanl that way.
Iran would not create any diffi-
culty in the implementation ol
the peace accord.

Iran is holding at present
Lhe prestigious position of the
Chairperson of the Islamic
Conlerence and in that capac-
it!y Iran has the responsibility
ol coordinatling policy with the
issues conlronting the Islamic
countries. One of the weak-
nesses of the solidarity of the
Islamic countries appears to be
Lthe wide dilfering opinions be-
lween the conservative and
moderate countries on the
strategy to be pursued in the in-
terest of Musliin community, A
few Islamic countries hold Lthe
view thal the peace deal with
Israel does not derive any bene-
fit to the Palestinian people in-
cluding the refugees in Lebanon
and in other countries. They
feel that the issue of Palestine
refugees has been sidelined and
furthermore Chairman Arafat
should not have concluded a
separate deal with lsrael while
Israel continues to occupy
other Arab lands alter the 1967
War.

Added to this is the growing
influence of the West in the re-
gion alter the 1990 Gulf War
and the hard-line attitude of Is-
rael. Iran has proposed a re-
gional delence pact with the
Arab countries £r Lthe security
in the Gulf in place ol being at

resent under the western de-
ence umbrella. Apparently
this idea has evoked a cool re-
ception in the region. During
the vwisit Iran's President
niight take the opportunity Lo
explain further the regional de-
fence security architecture with
Saudi leaders.

Iran’s common bond with
Saudi Arabia is that both are
major oil-producing countries
and the low price of oil in the
international market is a con-
cern for both. Iran and Saudi
Arabia are members of OPEC"®
and recently their joint support
for the reduction of quota of oil

unider OPEC nrmula has led to
the modest  rise of oil price.
This is i1 area where the coop-
cration of both countries will
have an impact on the price of
oil in the market.

Anolher important issue
appears to be the Taliban
regime in Alfghanistan. Iran
considers the Taliban's brand
of Islam as medieval. J[ran was
almost on the brink of a war
late last year when Taliban
soldiers killed Iranian diplo-
mats while occupying the
northern cily of it appears that
Mazar-i-Sharil. Meanwhile
Saudi Arabia became cool to
the Taliban leadership after it
allowed Lhe refugee Osama bin
Laden to operate lerrorist ac-
tivaty against the LS cimbassy
in East Alrici lran might dis-
cuss with Saudi Arabia to put
pressure on Lthe Talibans to im-
plement the power-sharing
agreemernt in Afghanistan with
its opponent. Northern Al-
liance concluded in March this
year under the auspices of the
UN.

Another issue of discussion
El[l:JpﬁarE lo be [raq, a neighbour
of Iran with whom Ilran had ta
wage war for 10 years. Al pre-
sent Iraq is under the UN sanc-
lions as the West is not satis-
fied with Iraqg's destruction of
biological and chemical
weapons. The UN inspection
team is barred from lrag alter
the US launched air strikes in
mid-December. Furthermore
Iran and Saudi Arabia might
discuss the presence of troops
from Islamic countries in
Kosovo once Lthe Mushlim Alba-
nian refugees are able return 1o
their land under international
protection.

Iran’s growing ilitary
strength and increasing diplo-
matic interaction with the Eu-
ropean cournltries cannot be ig-
nored in the region. The re-
gional Arab countries and Iran
have to live peacefully together
on the basis of mutual trust and
confidence. We wish all the suc-
cess of the visit for the benefit
ol the pecople of all Islamic
cotintries.

The writer is  former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Europe, Geneva,

friends

Sir, Why are we our owr ¢i1-
emies? Why do we hurt our-
selves and our country without
any thought or remorse even? Is
something really wrong with
us? Are we ot capable of un-
derstanding what is good lor us
and our country too? Or is it
that we just don't care as long as
our sellish needs and motives
are [ulfilled? Why then are we
systematically clearing our
torests and our greenery?
Twenty-live per cent of the landl
ol a country should optimally
bhe covered by lorests and here
we are destroying our own
country by cutting down
hundreds of trees each day.
There is a forest department on
which lakhs of tax-payers'
morney is spend. Bul still then
the country is denuded of its
forest reserves with each
passing day. Newspapers are
rife with such reports, But no
(etion at all 1s taken.

Because who cares? Il is ob-
vinus that some people are fat-
lening their money bags and
bhank balances at the cost of our
poor country. Instead of plant-
ing and protecling trees some
are doing just the opposite. No
case 15 liled against them, no-
body cries out against this
wrong. Why are we so quiel and
so devoid ol feelings? If we re-
main so we'll have to pay dearly
for il one day. The process has
started- ol desertilication: of
draught. of floods, of loosing
rich surface soil and finally
part of the country will go under
waler, May be then our eyes will
open and the culprits responsi-
ble lor plundering our forests
will be brought to book. but
(hen it will be too late. For once
Lhe environment is damaged il
is lost lorever. In western courn-
tries when trees have lo be
lelled Lo widen a road even, and
not for personal gains as in our
country. the local people climb
tup the trees and just sit there.
perched on its branches like
birds! In Saudi Arabia they
have turned parts of their desert
green only by planting trees and
here we are doing just the oppo-
sile to the gill that God has be-
stowed upon us, so generously.
Why?

Don't we understand our own
good an<l bad? Why are we so
blinded by greed? We are only
hurting ourselves in the long
run. We, our children and their
children are going to suffer —
not any outsider. It is indeed
hearlening to see that a DU Pro-
fessor and some students have
at last come Lo their city's res-
cue [rom this tree slaughtering
campaigl,

Dr. Sabrina Q. Rashid.
Dhakla Carvdonment, Dhalkea.

A critical test
for NATO

Sir, Alter more than a
month of its air campaign,
NATO would make us believe it
has been a success. Bul it has a
little evidence to subsiantiate
lhat claim: ethnic cleansing
was ‘more brutal and swift, mis-
ery and indignity of nearly a
million Kosovars rose many-
fold. No one denies NATO has
mighty military power. but

srrogance yvet held back in cow-
ardice it becomes shameless: it
neither brings justice nor a mil-
itary victory over the adver-
sary. The Western Alliance
claims high moral ground but
by its penchant for "risk free"
high altitude and circumspect
enicounters it betrays the very
cause it waged its war for. Not
all the boast- of its precision
smart weaponry car cancel the
colossal human tragedy of
Kosovars in the wake of NATO's
ill conceived even hypocritical
conduct ol the war in Kosovo.

I NATO cannot or will not
do what it has the power to do.
namwly crncounter tglﬁ' thugs and
crimuitls et loose by Milose-
vic, il might as well lel civil ne-
goliations and diplomacy get a
chance. What damage has been
done cannol be undone but by
its current course of action
NATO will have completed the
task which Milosevic might
have lound far more difficult to
get done is such a short time
with relative impunity. That
undeniably is a fact clear to all,
Then there is the added danger
that the refugees might not be
ible to return to Kosovo once
they are scattered far away
[rom their homes and lands for
far too long.

It is not too late for NATO to
change ils course, take the bully
by the horn in Kesovo, and en-
gage the thugs on rampage head-
long il NATO is to reverse the
ethnic cleansing they have
vowed (o do. Nothing short of
that will absolve NATO. Time is
running out. All the rhetoric
unless backed by action on the
ground will prove not only fu-
tile and empty but also cow-
ardly and hypocritical.

[f the Kosovar deportees
cannot return soon, they may
never regain their homes and
lands which no doubt will have
been appropriated by Serb set-
tlers very soon. Then there may
well be a Kosovo Diaspora scat-
tered all over Europe and parts
of the USA even, a people dis-
possessed of their homes, lands,
and identity the sentimments in
Europe wﬂ{ warne; fatigue will
set in: there will be interna-
tional amnesia though the light
of return will have been kept
burning. There is a Palestinian
Diaspora engaged in a long Irus-
trating struggle making enor-
mous sacrifices. Who will give
the Kosovars an “lsrael” and
where'?

Zalkir Husain
Dhaka.

Role of

Intellectuals

Sir. Invour country, quite of-
len wi come across different
statemnents ol a group of intel-
lectnals either hailing or cornl-
cdemning some incidents or
happeuings. 1, like many oth-
ers. have become confused al
the contradictory nature of
these statements which led me
to consull a dictionary to find
out the actnal meaning ol the
word "Intellectual” and it is de-
lined as;

[a) An intellectual possesses
or shows notable mental capac-
Py

(b) An intellectual is guided
or developed by or relying on

Lion or leeling,

[e) An intellectual is an ex-
Lremely rational person who re-
lies on intellect not on feeling
or emotion.

(d) An intellectual is a person
ol superior intellect.

(e] An intellectual is a person
prolessionally engaged in
merntal labour.

Unlortunately. in our soci-
ely Lhe so-called intellecltuals
are divided into opposing
camps (o serve the purpose ot
their own and of a particular
camp.,. In this process haven't
they heeome subservient {o
their cinotions and feclings? No
cdonbt he or she is still an intel-
lectual in the sense a person
prolessionally engaged in
mental labour, but morally he
or she is noy longer fit to give
sermoi o the nation.

It is a pity that the nation
feels the absence of intellectu-
als in the true sense of the term
lo guide in the right direction.
The conunon people are totally
confused at the prevailing so-
cial, economic and political
siluation in the country with
diabolically opposing views be-
ing expressed by our so-called
intellectuals,

K H Alam
Beuwint, Dhaka.

Need for political

reconciliation

2ir. According to Election
Commission. Upazlla election
will be held ity July. Bul il this
eleclion is held without the
supporl and participation of the
major opposilion parties il
would sulter from credibility
crisis. Actually validity of any
political institution will come
under question it it is formed
without the participation of the
main  political stream. We
should remember thal democ-
ey 15 1o negotiale and com-
promise, 5o for Lthe sake of
democracy il is nol too late to
initiate dialogue and discussion
wilh the opposilion.

Moslaja Sohel
Dhctkeer.

Drawing attention,

again

Sir. [ would like to use this
columns lor the 5th time to
draw the kind attention of the
authority concerned to the de-
plorable condition of the link-
road which connectls
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti-
tute (Krishi College). Agricul-
tural Training I[nstitute (ATI).
at a far Planming Commission
lo Mirpur road at college-gate,
This link-road is also used by
doctors. nurses and patients of
the Suhurawardy Hospital
Coniplex. During the rainy sea-
son the sullerings of this road
users multiply. Rickshaw
pullers and auto-rickshaw
drivers charge exira-money to
travel through the road.

Would the authorities con-
cerned please look into the mat-
ter and take appropriate action
at the earliest?

M Zahidul Haque
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207.



