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Bogra killings:
9 BCL workers
arrested

From A Correspondent

BOGRA, May 21: Nine Chha-
tra Leapue workers were ar-
rested lor their alleged in-
volvement in the killings of two
student leaders in the town yes-
terday afternoon.

The arrested were identified

as Hagpf'. Shahidur, Dulal, Ab-
. dus Salam, Chhota Mohan,
Amin, Mamun Shaheed and Be-
lal. The arrested identified
themselves as Chhatra League
activists, bul the leaders of the
organisation said the party has
no link with the terrorists,

Tanviry Hassan Samar,
A?resldent of Chhatra League

own Unit was stabbed by some
miscreants at Hakir Morh at
about 4 pm yesterday. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries at Bogra
Mohammad Ali Hospital. Just
an hour later. Farhad, another
BCL activist was murdered in-
side the hospital where he went
to see Samar's body.

It has been learnt that
Samar and Farhad were mur-
dered as a sequel to a conflict
among the partymen over toll
collection in Sultanganj
and adjoining areas.

19 Bangladeshis
languishing
in Indian jail

PANCHAGARH, May 21:
Nineteen Bangladeshi nation-
als, reportedly convicted by
Indian courts, have been lan-
guishing in-Jalpaiguri District
Jail in West Bengal even after
ending their jail terms, reports
UNB.

The convicts were reportedly
arrested by Indian Boarder
Security Force (BSF) from dif-
ferent frontier areas on various
charges, including smuggling
and intrusion.

Mohammad Shahidul
Islam. chairman of Barashashi
Union; has recently disclosed
this to the Deputy
Commissioner of the Distriét.

Islam was learnt to have told
the DC that he had visited the
Indian jail and had talks with
its Superintendent.

He submitted a list of the
convicts, containing their de-
tailed addresses, to the DC and
sought propgr initiatives in this
See Page 12 Col 3+~

Mohiuddin
acting Foreign
Secretary

Additional foreign secretary
Mohiuddin Ahmed will work as
acling Foreign Secret in the
absence of CM Shafi Sami who
has gone to New Delhi to com-
plete some formalities there, re-
poris BSS.

Before being appointed for-
eign secretary recently, Shafi
Sami was Bangladesh Hiﬁh
Commissioner to New Delhi.
His appointiment in March fol-
lowed the death of Mustafizur
Rahman, former foreign secre-
tary.

Shafi Sami who left the
capital Thursday will be in the
Indian capital till middle of
June, sources in the Ministry of
Foreign Alfairs said yesterday.
He will meet the Indian presi-
dent. the prime minister and
other dignitaries.

— Inside Today
Article

What is
Sovereignty?

Column: Window on
Asia
by Shahed Latif
Page 4

Star
Literature

Book review: The allure
of the everyday;
Reflections: Thoughts
from the other side of
50; and Essay: Humour
in English literature
Pages6 & 7

Business

Govt, donors to go for:
detailed study before
investing in CHT
US policymakers see no
" quick-fix for global
financial system
Pages8 & 9

Prayer Timings
| May 22

Azan
4-15
12-45

- 445
Maghrib | 6-40 6-43

- Esha 7-40 8-10

Source: Islamic Foundation

Jamaat
4-20
1-30
4-55

Fajr
 Zohr
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BNP's negotiation with govt

Allies unhappy,
feel ignored

'By Rezaul Karim

Commotion has been created
in three partners of the four-
gariy opposilion alliance over

NP's negotiation with the gov-
ernment that resulted in with-
drawal of the ban on the recent
road march through the Banga-
bandhu Bridge.

The three partners — Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and Is-
lami Oikya Jote — "felt ignored
and were unha%p}r" as they were
not consulted before the nego-
tiation. sources in the gges

saicl;
Leaders of the parties now
believe that only a 'summit’ of

heads of the four partjes and a
joinL statemen! could rémove

the "mistrust and misunder-
standing” and strengthen the
anti-government agitation. JpP
has again started creating pres-
sure on BNP for a 'summit'

The BNP action is a "viola-
tion® of the agreement on
launching a united movement
against the Awami League gov-

ernment. they said.

“There is no altéernative to a
summit immediately and a
joint statement vowing to
maintain unity and contest the
next general election unitedly,
JP Presidium member Kazi
Firoz Rashid told The Daily
Star.,

Sources in BNP however said
they prefer the "planned sum-
mit" when the current agitation

gets more momentum,
See Page 12 Col 1

Deadly delay

Healthcare centres may soon

run dry of vital drugs
By Naimul Haq

Government health care cen-
tres may face a shortage of cer-
tain vital drugs due to delay in
releasing funds to procure
them.

“There is a risk of shortages
occurring in drug supply for
malaria. tuberculosis FI‘E and
acute respiratory infections
(ARI). Longer range planning
for al commodities that support
Essential Service Package (ESP)
needs (o be carried out as soon
as possible,” said a joint review
report of the government and
the World Bank which was pre-
sented recently to the health
secretary.

ESP, a major component of
the reform programme in the
ive-year health programme
aims at satisfying client needs
through five important services

called the 'package’. It involves
reproductive and child health-
care. communicable disease
control. limited curative care
and behaviour change commu-
nication.

The report also said that
procurement of drugs, vaccines
and contraceptives has been
constrained by lack of capacity
and delay in signing memoran-
dum of understandings (MoUs)
with UN agencies like Unicef
and UNFFA,

TB drugs include stepto-
mycin, rifampicin. isomiazid
and ethambutol. Malaria drugs
include quinine tablets and in-
jections, 'chloroquine and
melathion for spraying. ARI
drugs include trimethoprim,
sulphamethaxazole and ampi-

See Page 12 Col 2

[ Chiel Minister

Bomb explodes
minutes before
Vajpayee’s
plane lands

IMPHAL, May 21: Under=
ground militants exploded a
powerful bomb on Imphal-Air-
port road minutes before Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
aircralt touched down here to-
day. reports PTL

Official sources said the ex-
plosion was reported in Kwak-
eithel Heinoukhonognembi
area around 1030 hours. The
Prime Minister is on a two-day
visil to Manipur.

Ua_H)ayf-f:. who was ‘accom-
panied by Union Information
Minister Pramod Mahajan and
Minister of State for Communi-
cations Kabindra Purkayastha,
was received at the airport by
Governor O N Shrivastava,
Nipamacha
Singh and his council of minis-
ters, State BJP chief Haobam
Bhuban Singh and others.
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ech LPG plant at Cfg

may be delayed by a year

Setting up of a high-tech LPG
plant near Chittagong port un-
der a joint venture by Jamuna
Oil and US company Mobil is
likely to be delayed by more
than a year due to various rea-
sons including non-representa-
tion of Jamuna in the Manag-
ing Board of the company. '

The joint venture contract
was signed in AuFusl last year
for setting up of a Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) Import
Terminal and Lubricant Oil
Blending Plant to produce and
distribute 80,000 tonnes of LPG
initially against a demand for
five lakh tonnes in the country.

The 25 million US dollars
plant was scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of this year.
Several months were lost ini-
tially in land acquisition by
Jamuna and due to its inability
to nominate an official as a Di-
rector in the Managing Board of
the company:.

Finally, the joint venture
was launched without any rep-
resentative from Jamuna in the
Board. Energy Secretary Tow-
fig-e-Elahi Chowdhury ‘and a
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration (BPC) official have been
made Chairman and a Director
respectively of the company.
Jamuna has 25 per cent share
E}]it. The rest is owned by Mo-

il.

Although Jamuna, affiliated
with BPC, is one of the leading
oil distribution agencies, it has
no senior official now, sources

By Sharier Khan

said. The only senior official,
the General Manager. was
‘mysteriously’ transferred to
BPC without a portfolio few
months back. The man next to
him died soon after.

“Jamuna’s role in this joint
venture has been undermined
from the beginning. [}esFite the
fact that Jamuna would take
the responsibility of market-
ing, all decisions regarding this
project is coming from the En-
er[gy Ministry.” said a source.
‘I things go on like this. the
joint venture may not work
properly because of lack of
sharing the responsibility by
Jamuna.”

Leader of outlawed
party slaughtered
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondeiit
KHULNA, May 21: Ganesh
Kumar Dey, 35, a regional

leader pf Jessore-Khulna ba
unit ol the outlawed Purbo

Banglar communist party was
slaughtered by some of his

rty men at about 9-45 pm on
%ursﬂa near Khulna Medical
College hostel at Boyra under
Sonadanga thana.

His body guard Shamim
alias Shumon, 32, received se-
vere injuries in the attack and
was later admitted to Khulna
Medical College hospital.

S5ee Page 12 Co
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He however added that the
structure ol the Board could be
changed any time. "But the En-
ergy Ministry, which is work-
ing on behalf of Jamuna, is ap-

arently indifferent about the
ack ol leadership in it and Ja-
muna’'s non-representation in
the venture",

Mobil also did not mobilise
funds. "Now the land has been
acquired and we can expect that
Mobil would mobilise funds
and the project would soon see
the light of day.” commented a
SOUrce.

Meanwhile, Mobil has de-
cided to off-load 10 per cent of
its shares to a Bangladeshi pri-
vate company. East Coast, a
leading concern dealing in oil
and gas for the last 20 years.

A government official said
that Mobil was violating the
venture agreement by off-load-
ing shares to a third party
without consulting Jamuna.

However, another official
said' that the agreement had
scope for off-loading shares to a
third party in the first year.

Mobil has already nomi-
nated Azam Chowdhury, chief
of East Coast, as a Director in
the Board, replacing its Vice-

resident for Asia region, Paul
artin, the official added.

The project is expected to
provide employment to more
than 125 Bangladeshis and
create employment opportuni--

SeePage 12 Cel 3 —
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(Auto Hunting) Fax :

bangladesh put up a
better show

CLONTARF, Dublin. May 21:,

West Indies paced their batting
without taking any chances as
they convincingly beat
Bangladesh by seven wickets in
conditions that were alien to
both. It was wet and cold. and
finally sunny as the 12th match
of the World Cup concluded at
Clontarf today.

Bangladesh batted first, and
till the 50th over to their credit.
to score 1B2. West Indies
reached the target losing three
wickets and with three-and-a-
half overs to spare.

The West Indies battin
prowess was not on display an%
their run rate was not flashy.
Which must go to show that
Bangladesh bowling attack did
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MEHRAB MAKES HIS
drive against the West Indi

From Nizamuddin Ahmed

not make the chase easy. But
neither was it penetrative
enough to spell a West Indian
doom.

Despite a wel slart, it did get
sunny in the end. although it
remained very cold throughout.
The improvement in brightness
also encouraged the ticket-
holders to make it to the ground
to provide a eapacity crowd for

a stadium of 3,500,

The defeat leaves
Bangladesh with two losses
[rom as many matches, the first
being to New Zealand, West In-
dies have their first win, having
lost to Pakistan in their previ-
ous match, '

‘The crowd at Clontarf was
excellent. They cheered every
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K: Bangladesh opener Mehrab Hossain executing a square

at Dublin yesterday. -~ —AFP photo

APTECH
COMPUTER EDUCATION
We change lives

COURTNEY WALSH
(West [ndies)
Man of the Match
Bangladesh vs West Indies

7 killed as bus,
truck collide

in Faridpur

FARIDPUR, May 21: At least
seven people were killed and 35
others injured in a bus-truck
collision near Bagat Bridge in
Madhukhali thana on
Faridpur-Jessore highway this
evening, reports UNB.

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Daud Bepari. 50. The
Identity of six others could not
be known immediately.

Of the injured, 15 were ad-

‘See Page 12 Col 6
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Beyond

the boun lal"y

Clouds and Silver Linings

By Shakil Kasem

In the subrontinent, even a
match which pitted a minnow
like Bangladesh against one of
the erstwhile giants of the
game, could not have been
played on a ground which did
not seat even fifteen thousand
on a slow day. The only reason
why the sight of some obscure
gatch of green in a cricketing

ackwater like Ireland did not
depress me any further (after
the Indian debacle}, was because
it was in Dublin. Dublin, home
to Trinity College, James Joyce,
Singular Man and Balthazar B,
all of who had laid claim to my
siream of muddy consciousness
for a considerable period of my
niisspent youth. But therein
ended all similarities. There
was nothing Joycean about the
cricket, Or mayge that is what it

sist on nit picking, conditions
were overcast, gloomy and blus-
tery. Still, batting first always
puts the other team under pres-
sure. And so we attempted to do
just that. Except that the man
who was meant to orchestrate
such matters once again lew
down a whole nation. There are
more things in heaven and
-earth, Aminul, than are dreamt
.of in your philosophy. Etc.. etc.
Courtney Walsh did the early
damage. not letting the opening
stand get into double figures, for
the second time in a row. But

the rest of the batting order trod

the familiar path back to the
dressing rooms in the same
monotonous fashion that is
now becoming a trademark for

. the team. Apart from Walsh, the

See Page 12 Col 1
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was.

For a while my patriotic fer-
vour overcame all dictates of
reason and logic, and all crick-
eting sense went for a six. [ was
ready for the unspeakable: was
it about to happen? Was
Bangladesh about to do a
Kenya? Had not Gordon
Greenidge passed the edict that
the West Indians were fallible,
that they were ripe for the pick-
ing? We won the toss, the wicket
was sug?usedly ood, we chose
to bat. All right, il one must in-

- = —

City experienced light rain for some time yesterday noon.

—3tar photo

Alleged death from whipping

Teenage girl's body exhumed
for autopsy in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 21: The body
of Bedoi Begum of village Ba-
toiail under Jakiganj thana
was exhumed today in presence
of a magistrate and autopsy
done at Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College in the after-
noon.

It was alleged that the
teenage girl died due to whip-
ping after a fativa by an Imam
of a mosque following an "at-
tempt for abortion".

But the mother of Bedoi Be-
gum denied the allegation today
while talking to newsmen in
presence of neighbours. She
said that about a month ago,
her daughter took medicine
from a quack for her menstrual
aillments, Her condition deteri-
oraled. But the family could not
afford to consult physician and
she died of tetanus on May 16.

The villagers were informed
of her death through loud-
speakers at two mosques as an
usual practice. .

Her namaj-e-janaza was
held at the village mosque. It
was led by an Imam, Abdus
Sobhan. [t was alleged that Ab-

dus Sobhan had given the

Jatwa.

But villagers said Abdus
Sobhan was an lmam at a
mosque in Jagannathpur thana
in Sunamganj district for long
and he did not even come to the
village in the last three-four
months.

Another man, Jashnu Miah,
who was alleged to have exe-
cuted the fatiwa was also not
present at the village when the
girl died, the villagers said. He
was staying at the house of a
relative at Barakut village in
Golapganj thana, they said.

Chowkider Fakhrul Islam,
whose name was recorded with
police as informant of the
whipping incident, denied the
maftter.

The SP of Sylhet wha visited

Se¢ Page 12 Col 4
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view from
Ly

By Tawfiq Aziz Khan

‘Love thy neighbours
preached Jesus Christ some
2000 years ago. But when it
comes to cricket, there is no
love lost between Australia and
New Zealand, :

With a dented ego. favorites
Australia chose to bat on a
wicket that lacked bounce and
pace at Cardiff on Thursday.
Sinece the days of Sir Richard
Hadlee. New Zealand were never
credited as a team that was par-
ticularly proficient in the de-
partment of bowling. Neither
the Kiwis had any pretentions
about it. But their bowlers
stuck to their job without ex-
perimenting anything silly.
They bowled to their field and
was backed up very efficiently.
Geoff Allott, inspired by his
performance against a timid
Bangladesh openers struck
early, quickly removing the
openers and pushing the

See Page 12 Col

- 3 Pabna Jubo
League leaders
arrested

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. May 21: Three Jubo
League leaders of Pabna District
Unit were arrested from their
respective houses in the town
this morning.

The arrested leaders are:
Golam Faruque Printe, General
Secretary of District Jubo
League: Kamal Hossain and
Sayed Hassan. Organising Sec-
retary and Social Welfare Sec-
retary respectively of the party.

When contacted, superinten-
dent of police, Pabna told The
Daily Star that the Jubo League
leaders were arrested on various
charges., including terrorist
activities and extortions.

Following the arrest of three

eaders, over 100 Jubo League
nd Chhatra League activists
rought out a procession in the
own. They ransacked a number
[ shops, hotels and restaurants
nd damaged several vehicles.

They have also called for a _

wo-day hartal in the town
rom tomorrow demanding re-
ease of the Jubo League ers.

‘Office-in-charge of Paba

hana said that Kamal Hossain,
rganising secretary of District
ubo League, in an accused in
everal cases. filed with the
thana.

TODAY'S MATCHES
England vs South Africa
Venue: The Oval
Live Coverage: BTV and Star
Sports (3:45 pm]}

Sri Lanka vs Zimbabwe
Venue: Worcester
Live Coverage: ESPN (3:45 pm)

TOMORROW'S MATCHES

Australia vs Pakistan

Venue: Headingley

Live Coverage: BTV and Star
Sports (4:45 pm)

India vs Kenya
Venue: Bristol
Live Coverage: ESPN (3:45 pm)
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and Sobhanbagh Madrasa Market, Ph# 812441;
Pathak Samabesh, Aziz Super Market, Shahbagh, Ph
# 9662766, Newspaper-stalls, Govt New Market, Ph#
9669409; Newspaper-stalls Gulshan-2, Ph # 604281;
Newspaper-stalls at Maghbazar, Rampura Bazar,
Mouchak, Kamalapur and also at Glje Baily Star Office,
Road # 3, House # 11, Dhanmondi, Dhaka, Ph #

Outside Dhaka — Please ask your local
Newspaper Agents/Hawkers for your copy.

Che Daily Star
World Cup Cricket '99
Special Issue has
come out. Packed with
info and attractive pic-
tures,

AVAILABLE AT:
News Corner, 5/3,
Shahbagh  Biponi
Bitan, Ph # 868908;
Sagar Publishers, New
Baily Road, Ph#
408114; Gyankosh,
Dhanmondi, Road # 4,

Don't Miss It!




