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Pakistan fans enjoying themselves at Durham yesterday.
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LEICESTER. England, May
20 (Reuters/AP): Zimbabwe
paceman Henry Olonga is a
singing, dancing cricketer who
prays 1o God that he will knock
over his opponents' stumps.

Olonga was responsible for
the most thrilling climax of the
World Cup so far when he skit-
tled out the Indian tail in one
over on Wednesday.

"I believe in God and I pra
to God yesterday. It was all feel-
ing just right," said Olonga
whose three-wicket burst in five
balls sealed Zimbabwe's sur-
prise three-run win.

Commenting on his perfor-
mance, he mused: "[ uu%l}t
had a date with destiny. This
was my chance to make his-
tory."

"I don't build any pressure on
myself and this helps me in sit-
uations other find tense," said
Olonga.

Zimbabwe's first black
cricket international, Qlonga
has come a long way from the
chuckinﬁ allegations that
marred his Test debut four
vears ago to become his nation's

latest cricketing star.

The 22-year-old right arm
fast bowler, the first of Zim-
babwe’s four black cricketers to
make the international grade,

knows his performances could
attract more black youngsters
to the game.

- "Oh veahT there sure is a lot

of focus on us (the black play-
ers),” said Olonga who had to to-
tally change his action after be-
ing called for throwing in a
1995 test against Pakistan,

"Zimbabwe's got a small pool
of players ... | wish the World
Cup will EVﬂlt;E mull;e Enléjerest
among you 0ys,” he said.

Thge Zﬂnrﬁhia}tshum Olonga
was tipped for stardom as a
sprinter but preferred cricket.
Being a model for young boys
has taken Olonga a long way
away from his aspiration of be-
coming an actor and a singer.

He recently turned down a
career on the staﬁe but says he
might yet tread the boards pro-
fessionally.

‘I had an option to go to Lon-
don to attend an acting and
singing academy but I'm stick-
ing with cricket for the mo-
nient,” said the bowler whose
clearly enunciated English con-
trasts with the monosyllabic
utterings of many sportsmen.

For decades. Zimbabwe had
an all-white team and the
black-majority nation showed

See page 14
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Australian opener Adam Gilchrist square cuts against New Zealand yesterday.
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Cronje plays controversy cool

NORTHAMPTON, England,
May 20; South African captain
Hansie Cronje refused to be
drawn into controversial uin

iring Wednesday that marred

is team’s 89-run win over Sri
Lanka, saying the television ev-
idence was enough to ascertain
the truth, reports AP,

Two contentious umpiring
decisions rocked South Africa’s
batting before outstanding
bowling enabled them to rout
Sri in their second game
of the World Cup Group A.

All-rounder Shaun Pollock
was adjudged caught by televi-
sion umpire Ken Palmer, who
also judged on an uncertain
catch on the boundary that
dismissed Daryll Cullinan just
when South Africa looked like
recovering from a batting
slump.

Pollock drove Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan and the ball de-
flected to the spinner off the
ankle of Ranatunga, fielding at
sﬂlg point.

teve Dunne referred to

Palmer as the Sri Lankans *

claimed the catch.

Alter at least seven minutes
and a dozen replays showing
the ball hitting the turf before
bouncing off Ranatunga,
Palmer gave Pollock out.

"It isn't as though those two
decisions effected our batting,"
skipper Hansie Cronje later
told reporters, "We got ourselves
into trouble. We are not going to
use those as excuses,

"The evidence is there on
television. I'll leave it up to you
guys to make a decision. We
can't ; et involved in that and
we'd rather not," he said,

Cronje said the most impor-
tant thing was to keep calm and
stay focused on the job at hand
rather than being upset about it.

‘It is very important that we
remain calm. That's the way
you win games. What's hap-
Eened in the past is history. We

ave to stay focussed and try
and win," he said.

South Africa, unbeaten after
two matches, take the other un-
beaten team, England, on Sat-
urday at the Oval.

"Both teams will be.vying for
psychological points in that
match,” said coach Bob
Woolmer. "It is an important

i

game for both teams and every
point will count. .

Cronje complimented his
bowlers for reducing the much
vaunted Sri Lankan batting
lineup to 31 for five while de-
fending a meagre 199 runs and
dismissed them for 110 runs.

"A captain always looks
good when his bowlers bowl the
way they did today,” Cronje
said.

South Alfrica also fought
back against India at Hove to
defeat it.

"Ever since | can remember.
it has always been 'mever say
die' in the South African camp.
It is not only in cricket. It goes
to all walks of life," Cronje said.

Smith sees
England as
champs

LONDON; May 18 (Internet
report): Robin Smith has
backed England to win the
World Cup after their stunning
start to the competition.

The former England star be-
lieves Alec Stewart's team has
the qualities to lift the trophy
for the first time.

"England are on home terri-
tory and are in the dominant
position," he said.

"You need some luck to win
the World Cup and England
have never seemed to have it at
important times before, so

‘maybe it is our year."

Smith believes that despite
South Africa being rsﬂed
See page 14

"would like to

BCB plans big

P NisaioddinAbned i Tondon

May 20: The Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) has drawn
uF a long-term scheme as part
of its development prc&gramme
for the game countrywide.

Its five-year master plan in-
cludes recruitment of a foreign
coach-- most' probably a new
one-- for the under-19 level and
4 permanent physiotherapist,
tnitiation of a longer version
domestic circuit and building
up of six regional indoor prac-
tice centres,

This was disclosed by the
BCB president, Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, in an exclusive in-
terview here with The Daily
Star Sport.

With the looming prospect of
the present coach Gordon
Greenidge not returning to
Dhaka after the World Cup, BCB
would be looking to employ a
foreign coach, "not for the na-
tional team, but for younger
players", said the BCB boss, who
is flying to Dublin today to sce
Bangladesh play the West Indies
tomorrow.

He lodged with the team at
their Essex hide-out, the Brent-
wood Forte Posthouse, on the
eve of the New Zealand match.
"but I did not get any room in
the team's Dublin hotel; I have
booked one next to theirs.," he
said.

Appreciating the competence
and the impact of the
Bangladesh physio Allan Hunt,
who was likely to join the full
Australian side soon, the BCB

resident said, "Our experience
as convinced us that we need a
roficient physio on a full-time
asis’.

Elaborating the regional
scheme that is programmed
along divisional lines, the pres-
ident said, "We have already ap-
pointed five Regional Develop-
ment Officers for cricket and we
have received applications for
the sixth, who will be appointed
soon. The six regional cricket
associations will each have an
indoor faciliti‘y for training
round the ;

“The BKSP (at Savar) will be

the centre of excellence for the
best boys from the whole coun-
try," Chowdhury spelt out.

Responding to the query, af-
ter the World Cup what?, the
head of the 32-member cricket
board said, "We have to take a
hard look at the whole thing,
There should be no assump-
tions. It has to be a whole new
exercise,

"New players will have to
come through. In all probabil-
ity this would be the last World
Cup for several of our-players,
four to five of them, who are
around their thirties. At this
level of competition, one cannot
expect to last that long.”

He continued on a positive
note, "We have some good you
Flayﬂrs. They are good materia
or the future. Some of them are
a]niiady in thle tean;. There is al-
ready a nucleus o lay-
ers around which tl?l':lil:agng ::ayn
develop”,

About its bid for the Test sta-
tus, the president confided that
he was yet to see the ICC techni-
cal committee's report on
Bangladesh, but his "gut feeling"
was that the international b
will insist on continuing the
three-day angd longer version
matches, which have already
been introduced this season, for
(at least) another year in the
domestic tournaments.

Agreeing that a few good re-
sults by the national side would
help Bangladesh's Test cause,
he explained that, "It is not that
we have to only win matches. If
we can give some of them a good
run for their money, that would
also go.down positively”.

The BCB president expects
that one or two changes are
likely in the team to meet the
West Indies tomorrow at
Dublin. One specialist batsman
may be included.

‘At this level of competition
we do not expect to bowl out a
side. So we will be trying to
SCOre as many runs as possible,”
he said with the faculty of a
cricket pundit.

Ireland hopes

for a

DUBLIN. Ma : Irish
cricketers are hoping the his-
toric Wotld Cup match between

the West Indies and Bangladesh
here on Friday will boost the
popularity of the game in the
country, reports :

All 3,500 tickets for the first
major cricket international to
lie played on Irish soil, at the
(“lontarf club on the north side
of the Repuhblic's capital, have
been sold oui for weeks,

"There is incredible interest
irn the inatch. Cricket is still
very much a minority sport but
there are huge efforts to change
that,” said Clontarff club offi-
cial John Behan.

"There are about a dozen
vlubs in the Dublin area and it
15 a nice community. The local
crickel match on a Saturday
afternoon would get about 50
spectators.

‘It is a pleasant day out for
them and very much a social
thing. They sit on the
cdeckchairs and chat and then
have a few jars in the bar after-
wards."

The national cricket team
just missed out on the tourna-

ment, finishing just behind
ocotland in the qualifying
tournament.

In recent years, the likes of
South Africa’s Hansie Cronje
and Steve Waugh of Australia
have played there in an attempt
to boost the game,

Like the rugby union side,
the cricket team is selected on
an all-Ireland basis. from clubs
on either side of the border
which separates the Republic
from the British province of
Northern Ireland.

-have been

booster

The British introduced
cricket to Ireland in the: nine-
teenth century and most clubs
are in Northern Ireland or in
the Leinster province in the east
of the Repuhﬁt:.

In the past, cricket outside
Dublin has been associated
with former British army bar-
racks towns. Most of the
schools that played it would
ee-paying and
Protestant and it had an exclu-
sive image.

The Leinster Cricket Union
appointed Brian O'Rourke as
full-time development officer
last year.

To widen interest in the
sport he has been concentrating
on young children in primary
schools and the largely Roman
Catholic schools that had ex-
clusively played Gaelic football
and hurling, Ireland's national
sports.

"It is gning}.reall}r well. Mem-
bership is delinitely on the way
up with a lot more people in-
volved. The old image is
changing and there is a rapidly
growing interest now.

"In Leinster we have 14 se-
nior clubs and 16 junior clubs
and six categories of very strong
leagues for girls and boys in the
schools from under-9 upwarcs.

"The international team has
improved a lot and would play
eight to twelve fixtures a year,

with about half here and half in
England.”

‘Rourke said there was very
little cricket played in the west
of Ireland province of Connacht
but there are at least six clubs in
Munster province in the south
of the Republic.

Sachin’s father
cremated

BOMBAY, May 20 (AFP/
Reuters): Indian cricket star
Sachin Tendulkar today
allended the funeral here of his
father, whose death forced the
batsman to return home from
the World Cup in Britain.

Remesh Tendulkar, 66, who
died of heart attack on Tuesday,
was cremated today in a private
CEeremony.

His son immediately "flew
home to Bombay, missing In-
dia's match against Zimbabwe.
India they lost the game by
gll'EE l1;1.1115. leaving t%]eir World

up hopes serious eopar-
dised. Y deBp

Tendulkar is expected to re-
join India's World Cup team af-
ter their Group A match against

Kenya on Sunday an official
said.

“If 1 am not wrong he may
miss the next match against
Kenya and go after that. He
go. His father
would have liked him to go,"
said Ajit Wadekar, chairman of
India's board of selectors.

A team official in England
said they had received no news

about Tendulkar's return but
hoped he would be available for
the match against Sri Lanka on
May 26. Wadekar said he had
not spoken to Tendulkar yet
about his return as "nobody
could have spoken to him about
this today."

Sachin's father, Ra'mesh. arn
academic and literary figure,
was cremated at dawn on

Thursday before the city had
woken up to avoid the ed-
crowds India's most charis-

matic cricketer would have
drawn. Wadekar said Sachin
looked composed at the funeral
but appeared to be in a state of
shock as his father's death
"came most unexpected.”

Many fans stood outside the
gates ol Tendulkar's residence
on Thursday morning. A board
put up at the gate said the fam-
ily was in mou and would
meet friends and supporters in
the evenings for the next three
days.
President K R Narayanan on
Wednesday expressed grief over
the demise of Ramesh Ten-
dulkar.

The Pakistan-Scotland match in progress at the beautiful setting of Durham. —AFP photo

NEW DELHI, May 20 : The
Indian press en Thursday
severely condemned the na-
tional cricket team after it
slumped to a three-run defeat to
Zimbabwe at'the World Cup in
Britain, reports AFP.

"Appalling display by India,"
shrieked the The Hindu news-

aper, which berated the team
or bringing "heaps of humilia-
tion upon themselves" by
throwing away a match they
could easily have won.

While admitting that the ab-
sence of star batsman Sachin
Tendulkar -- home in Bombay
following the death of his fa-
ther --'was a heavy blow, com-
mentators gave no mercy in
their verdict of the Indian team.

‘India made a hash of things
the way only they can," said The
Iindian Express.

"In every aspect of the game
-~ batting, bowling, fielding,
captaincy -- they were outplayed
by a team with seemingly
nothing other than the will to
win,"

Mohammad Azharuddin's

Indians face media musi

side, chasing Zimbabwe's 252
for nine, were dismissed for 249
with six balls to go.

It was their second consectu-
tive defeat.

They must now win their
last three games, against Kenya.
Sri Lanka and Eng?and. to have
any chance of reaching the sec-
ond round,.

Wicket-keeper Nayan Mon-
gia seemed to have saved his
team with 28 off 24 balls but
when he was bowled by Guy
Whittall. to make the score.217
for seven with five overs re-
maining, Indla suddenly caved
in. Their last three wickets fell
for three runs.

"Stpineless India snatch de-
feat from the jaws of victory."
ran the headiine in The Hindus-
tan Times, which highlighted
the 51 extras given away by the
Indian bowlers,

Indian spin-bowling legend
Bishan Bedi described the ex-
tras total as "diabolically crim-
inal."

The Times of India rued
what it called a “"truly ap-

¥

palling” performance, deserib-
ing the team's work in the field
as 'unacceplable, unbelievable
and unprolessional."

India's dismal start to the
tournament in Britain has cast
a pall of gloom over this
cricket-crazed country of more
than 975 million people.

Expectations for the 1999
World Cup campaign were al-
most impossibly high, partly as
a result of the relentless media
build up to the finals, which
had excitement levels running
at fever pitch a good month be-
fore the tournament even be-
gan.

There were heartfelt condo-
lences in the press for Sachin
Tendulkar over the loss of his
father, but the underlying mes-
sage was clear.

"There's high hope in the In-
dian camp that Sachin will re-
turn for the final league
matches." said the indian Ex-
press.

"He should. His colleagues
can't find their way withoul
himg¢"

Battling

NORTHAMPTON, England,
May 20: Arjuna Ranatunga
blamed his side's poor batting
for Sri Lanka's second succes-
sive defeat in the seventh
cricket World Cup here Wednes-
day, reports AP,

The defending champions,
who lost to England by eight-
wickets in the tournament
opener last Friday, plunged to
an 89-run defeat to tournament
favourites South Afriea
Wednesday after controlling the
first half of the game.

Sri Lanka let South Africa
off the hook after taking
wickets for 122 runs and then
their batting lineup crumbled to
be all out for 110 in the 36th
over.

"Being the world champions
we should have played better,”
Ranatunga said. "We are not
playing well at all."

Poor batting at the top of the
order was the undoing of Sri
Lanka vet again.

eight -

Batting first in the first
match against England they
were reduced to 65 for five and
Wednesday, against a sharper
opening attack, were reduced to
31 for five in the 14th over.

"The batting is one thing
we've been struggling (with),”
Ranatunga said. "None of the
top order batsmen are getting
the runs. It is a big concern.”

"What we are lacking cur-
rently is two big innings from
the two key batsmen in the
side.” he added.

Ranatunga, a veteran of five
World Cups, said his side will
have to work hard to qualify for
the Super Six — the second
phase of this 12-nation tour-
nament.

‘In May you need discipline.
We've been playing the same
way as we did in August last
year — it hasn't paid off," he
said. "We have to adjust as soon
as possible.”

Sri Lanka won the three-na-

batting

tion tournament last year in-
volving South Africa and Eng-
land and Ranatunga feit the
early summer ' conditions
haven't allowed his batsmen to
play their normal game,

"They've played enough
cricket to know wﬁat's happen-
ing in the middle,” he said.
"(The batsmen) should knouw
what sort of mistakes they've
done in the last two games and
try and get everything right.”

Sri Lanka perished trying to
hit out from the start:and
Ranatunga said his team needed
to show more discipline.

‘It don't want to change our
style," he said. "We have tobe a
li;tltlf more disciplined, that's
all.

"If we change our style, we'll
be very ordinary." he added.

“The important thing is to
come back now. (Batting) is one
area we've been good at, but it
seems to have deserted us in the

See page 14

Scotland fielders gath'e'r- to celebrate the Shahid Afri
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di’s dismissal at Durham yesterday.

—AFP photo




