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"were badly

Children

suffer at
DMCH

By Naimul Haq
Acute shortage of beds has
forced five children suffering
from grievous burn injuries to
share a single bed at the Casu-

Waiting for waterlogging

The city’s western part is exposed to a serious crisis

By Morshed Ali Khan

A vast area in the western
art of the city is increasingly

will also put pressure on the
storm sewerage network and

first asked WASA to reduce the
size of the retention point

lying areas of the city, but it did
not pay any heed to our

Elé 13’:1' }qinsﬂ?t:lt Dhaka Medical ecoming vulnerable to serious may even result in a 'series of which it did, an official said. Then we decided that Werﬁgﬁ
T‘Eﬂ_ c..f r old Rabbi waterlogging.as the government  cracks and bursts'. WASA engi- Recently it asked WASA to ob- take up a project and save the
suma}rayg Arif age, 7 Nipla' has failed to ensure the setting  neers said. - tain ~ permission from vilal area.” said a top WASA of-
far. 7 and Babul 11. were | P of a planned retention point The pump house was set upto  Bangladesh culture Devel- ficial. He, however, added that
Akh harth g the e bad at e | &t Kallyanpur, according to keep the western part of the city u%ment Corporation . (BADC) Rajuk was now trying to con-
m“nﬂtm‘ of the congested WASA sources. . within the flood protection em- _ which owns about 110 acres of  vince the government about the

Aboiit 78 Dt CeAt wumedi The 275-acre area ear- Dbankment free from waterlog- land at the site. | necessity of such a law

P Pa | marked for the planned reten- “The more the project is be- .

Akhtar's body bear burn in-
juries. Babul's left and head
burnt in electric
shock and Arif has become
crippled due to severe burns in
his legs. Sumaya and Arif suffer
burn injuries in different parts

tion ?Inlnt is rapidly being
earth-filled by private develop-
ers. If it is not stopped, the
sources warn. the 40 crore
Kallyanpur pump house will be-
come inoperative with no water
to pump out from inside the

ging.

ince 1995, the Tk 136 crore
project proposal for the.reten-
tion point has been 1}'1!;11? with
at the Planning Commission
for ECNEC approval. After the

| [Jre-ECNEC approval in March

ast year, 'some officials’ of the

ing delayed. the more buildings
are coming up at the site. Ac-
quisition of land from the pri-
vale owners should begin im-
mediately, otherwise it would
be too late,” he said.

Of the 275 acres of land for

The has a total of six
planned retention points: Of
these only one-- al Goran Chad-
bari (behind Botanical Garden)

--has been approved. It would
cover an area of 600 acres and

of their bodies.
flood protection embankment, Planning Commission have the planned retention point, land acquisition process by the
anfﬁiﬁt:fa;g &‘ﬁj]:éai“hﬁe ;é'é]f With the earth-filling and ‘mysteriously and illegally’ 110 Seced belong to BADC, 24 Water [glevelnpmfnt Board has
So much for child-care! construction work on the ' held up the scheme ignoring acres are khas land and 141 already started. About the other

Five children are seen sharing a single bed in the casualty ward at the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital (DMCH) yesterday, speaking of the woeful conditions at the hospital.
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Regulators override Janata

Central bank torpedoes plan to hike Beximco loan limit

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
has rejected a Janata Bank (JB)
approval to increase the loans
to Beximco Pharmaceuticals by
Tk 17 crore, more than 40 per
cent up from what it enjoys
with the bank.

B approved the increase of
Beximco Pharma’s loans from
Tk 40 crore to Tk 57 crore last
morith and sought BB permis-
sion on April 24, _

As a precaondition to increas-
ing lovans, JB had asked
Beximco to adjust and regu-
larise all its overdue loans with
the bank. In addition, the grou
was also asked to adjust its
9.05 crore overdue debenture

By Inam Ahmed

has over Tk 195 crore loans
with JB. most of which are now
overdue.

Beximco Pharma has Tk
54.04 crore loan liabilities with
JB of which its Tk 30 crore CC
(cash credit) loan has crossed
the limit and now stands at Tk
31.07 crore. Another loan of Tk
199.93 crore has been resched-
uled.

M/S Beximco Chemicals
also enjoys Tk 15 crore cash
credit limit with JB. But the
company has also crossed the
limit by Tk 58 lakh.

Beximco Engineering has
crossed its loan limits of Tk 35
crore by Tk 4.40 crore. This

return to repé}r this amount in
instalments. It has already de-
posited a post-dated cheque for
Tk three crore with the bank. It
promised to repay the rest of the
money in three instalments in
July, August and tember.
According to BB's Central
Information Bureau (CIB) re-
port of April 18, 1999, Beximco
Group's unclassified loan lia-
bilities stand at Tk 812.83 crore
while it has Tk 146.73 crore
classilied loans with different

banks. This classilied amount

includes Tk 1.78 crore of sub-
standard loans and Tk 144.95
crore bad loans. The group'’s to-
tal overdue liabilities stood at

tors concerned for allotting
separate beds for the children,
quoted doctors as saying the
hospital has 'no vacant bed' for
the past one year.

"I am compelled to keep on
standing most of the nights be-
side the 'shared bed' of my son,"
said Rabbi's mother Rebeca Be-

Most of the attendants of pa-
tients in the ward narrated sim-
ilar sufferings to this corre-
spondent. |

A plastic surgeon at the hos-
pital said, "There is a strict rule
that a patient suffering from
burn injury should be given
separate bed. Movement of a
burn patient in sleep or in rest
could mean disastrous."”

"Unfortunately. children
suffering from burn injuries
have no dllotted beds at the
hospital. They are accommeo-
dated in the Casualty Ward on
'mutual understanding’ with the
doctors concerned.”

. Bogra BCL
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No.sooner had the sun set
than the shops in the vicinity

planned retention point goin

,on. rain water in a large area o

the city will flow in other direc-
tions resulting in instant wa-
terlogging. The excess water

even the Prime Minister's an-
nouncement in 1996 to set up
the retention point, the sources
pointed oul.

The Planning Commission

acres are privately owned.
"When we first planned the

retention point. we desperately

sought Ra{uk*s help for enact-

ment of a law to protect the low -

five in the eastern part of the
city, official said the matter
would only be finalised alter
the flood protection embank-
ment is completed.

EU prefers cash-for-work

Food aid may change its form

In a major shift in its food
security stra , the European
Commission (EC) plans to sub-
stitute its food aid by cash al-
lowing the beneficiaries to en-
joy more options.

"EC intends to gradually
shift towards the provision of

“cash as a substitution for food

aid, thus putting greater em-
phasis on Cash-lor-Work pro-
frammes rather than Food-for-
ork.” Paul Webber of Food Se-
curity and Food Aid Unit of EC
said yesterda% lE:cri-:u* to his de-
parture from Dhaka,
Webber led a 10-day mission

By Staff Correspondent

cient food in markets but main
problem lies with r purchas-
ing capacity of a large number
ol people in Bangladesh."
Webber told newsmen that
the new EC food security strat-
egy, e ed to be adopted by
the EC headquarters in Brussels
in July, would cover the period
1999-2002. During this period.
EC would channel up to 90 mil-
lion euro equivalent to over Tk

450 crore,
Last year, EC provided
million

Bangladesh with 2
euro or Tk 130 crore as regular

food aid plus an additional 32

value to the beneflciaries and
they would have more options
lo buy food with that money or
use the money in various other
capacities,

When the gquestion of leak-
age and systems loss in food aid
distribution arose. both Webber
and Romer agreed that cash
rather than food aid would do
better in ensuring food security
for over 30 million people - one
fourth of the country's popula-
tion who now do not have
enough food to eat. They hoped
that cash aid would also restrict
level of leakage.

Secretariat tense
over police
intervention in

workers' rally

By Special Correspondent

Tension prevailed at the
Secretariat yesterday mornin
as a section of employees defi
police attempts to prevent their
rally held before they submitted
a memorandum to the Estab-
lishment Secretary. The mem-
orandum pressing for their 15-
point demand that includes:
change in office hours, promo-
tions and removal of discrep-
ancies in pay. .

At least ten platoons of po-
lice were deployed at the Secre-
lariat since morning. Restric-
tions were imposed on visitors.

loas loah Has BAW betoe buirdite T HOA B8 rovre to prepare a new 'EC Food Secu- million euro or Tk 160 crore as Romer further added that | y
H e ; ' . put their shutters down amidst rit trategy for Bangladesh'. mer food aid i e Yk Linjtteq 1o, entkr
owever, financial experts and the company has applied Experts also point out that | disconcerting news of the ag- Th}; missicﬁ{ S Tats emergency response to 1998 s well justified in an | {he gseat of the government

now question on what grounds
the JB credil commitiee had
agreed to this increase in loans.
This was a sudden increase of
loans by 42.5 per cent. The per-
tinent question is why Pharma

for renewal of the loan. =

Beximco Denims enjoys a Tk
21.5 crore CC loan limit with
the bank, which has been

* crossed by Tk 76.76 lakh. In ad-

when a company has several de-
faulted accounts and is in des-
perate need of money. the easy
way out for it is to increase its
loan limits with another bank.
Then the increased amount is

grieved activists on a rampage.
Shops were being looted and
one Sabed’'s residence was set
ablaze. Sabed's belong to one
group of the local BCL unit. Ar-
sonists could not be identified

by the
Food Security Unit of EC Dele-
gation in Dhaka. held consul-
tations with the government
and other parties concerned.
Explaining the new strategy

[lood. Since independence,
Bangladesh has received EC
food aid worth Tk 1650 crore.
According to EC estimates,
transfer of wheat as food aid to
Bangladesh cost Tk 12 per kilo-

emergency situation while in
normal situation cash flow to
rural poor would derive re-
sults. geed
Webber stressed on economic
growth and social stability for

without a pass or ID.

. Press photographers also
laced police trying to prevent
Lhieir entry or taking pictures of
the demonstrations, which
look place in the wake of a

sddenly needed tHis o i , ; at a press conference at EC a h in eve ood secu- 1

Did its ;mduﬂtinn amjmﬁg_z:s;h EIIIEI:I??E:?DESE;E;?EE J%ng}hﬁaizg used to repay its old debts. Th and no arrested was made when Dhakiilj office. Webber said the E;ali?l “;:Trgﬁlh I'-I?El ;eer;rgs tf::: ?ﬂ;l};: Egianglilc?::hnfaild hnp:cl clash between rival groups of
crease correspondingly to re- Tk 51 88 15kh has become ciep: L9ay this might be the case wit the report was filed late last | strategy was designed to en- eight. that staff stre in Dhaka of- ?mﬂluj,[ies. 1 G
Sitre: Biteh enhancetf ¥und? I e Beximco Group now. night. ; hance financial capacity of S0. Webber said, providing fice of EC’s Food Security Unit Man? a:i r?ni% ?dy? II\lu_ru_l

so. where have its profits gone? On top of this. Beximco Ltd While JB had estended 1y “Acmrding to police and eye- | beneficiaries. “There is suffi- cash as aid would give more  would be ehhanced. staged their rau},u ear “th?"ﬁﬁ

The prolit itself could be has a Tk 9.05 crore overdue loan limits, the group has al- Mieases, »amar wWes 1opeat- 1= storied building thé},r Were sur-

pltl::ughed back as working capi-
tal,
Moreover. Beximco Group

debenture loan with the bank.
Alfter the group applied for in-
crease in loans. it promised in

ready failed to repay several in-
stalments with IFIC Bank since
December.

[llegal boards stand on illegal bills |

The Dhaka City Corporation
{DRCC] has mlysterinusly spared
“some” illegal hoardings during
its current drive to remove

By Staff Correspondent

edly stabbed by miscreants at
Hakir Morh, Sultangangpara.
He succumbed to injuries after
being admitted to Mohammad
Ali Hospital. As Farhad went to
the hospital to see the body. he
came under attack and was re-
peatedly stabbed. He died on the
operating table.

Police suspect that Samar
was killed due to an internecine
confliet within the party while
his supporters avenged his
death by killing Farhad.

Police was deployed in all

- supjport to our issues,” a

Alternative to

From Page 1

tact campaign instead of hartal
that paralyses the country and
badly alfects the economy.
“Right at the moment, we are
talking about similar pro-
-grammes to mobilise gsn le’s

the

leader during the march.
A close aide of Khaleda Zia
said that while the march was

launch march from Dhaka to
Barisal.

“We want to sustain the su
port and spontaneity shown by
the people during the Dhaka-
Panchagarh road march. We
think it will become easier to
launch the one-point move-
ment against the government if
we can carry out three or four

hartal

had become demoralised fol-
lowing boycott of the recently-
held municipal elections, but
this road march would cer-
tainlﬁ rejuvenate them.

Shahidul Islam, a local
businessman at Panchagarh,
told The Daily Star that
Khaleda Zia would not need to
go there before the next parlia-

mentary polls.

rounided by the police in riot
gears who tried to stop their
march towards the Establish-
ment division.

Later they were allowed to
submit the memorandum. Em-
ployee leaders Nurul Alam and

ul Kahletjue set a new dead-
line. June 5 for acceptance of
their demands. Earlier they had
announced if their demands
were not accepted by May 20,
they would announce a new ac-

‘tion programme.

thousands of unauthorised ~ more marches from the capital ’

billboards from city streets. 1;?{1?3 Iﬁ;éﬂ;? grf;?nafﬂ?f;ﬂ? on, party's senior leaders told to different parts of the l:c?un- This campaign is enough P ',

illegal hoardings are the ones feared further flare-up g ﬁramme had undoubtedly en- = tee member. liamentary constituencies in Fosrii Page:1

that have been put across the : anced the party's image, at- A number of peo = this district,” he added. aTg ;
Barely five months back, | y . ins support of tens of thou. people at differ Meanwhile. UNB adds: oppo- It is the people’s prerogative

roads overhead. Hundreds of
them have been put up at
Dhanmeondi, Gulshan, Banani,
Uttara and many other parts of
the city. The advertisers are
clinics, private universities and

another round of internal con-
flict led to the killing of Ma-
sum, the then secre of the
Bogra town unit of BCL. Police
have not been able to arrest
anyone in this connection.

sands to opposition movement.

Another senior leader,
talking to this correspondent at
Dinajpur Tuesday morning
prior to leaving for Pancha-

ent rallies 'during the march

?:de they were also against har-

BNP seﬁretary-general Abdul
Mannan Bhuivan told The
Daily Star on the last day of the

sition’s road march evoked in-
terest in foreign diplomats as
they watched it closely and
wishel it should be an effective
alternative campaign against
the government’s failure.

to decide who is their prime
minister. This constitutional
scheme has been operating for
the last 50 years in India. There
is no discrimination in the In-
dian constitution."”

v i i
Egﬁj{f{f Eﬁar{:ﬁlﬂrpsu?é:j ngaﬂgﬂ:—' ﬁ?ﬁ:} Emﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁsﬂ;ﬁgrﬁ a?:]l! march that the mass support to Some ambassadors, espe- Congress officials insisted
velopers and so on B nd ers of the parly were unanimous O e Cialy (fon ibe European coun- | {IEIC Was giassive suppost for
In all the cases, these adver- eyO to take up more march pro- pﬂgﬂ P mmﬂmmlhi elr no-  tries, phoned senior BNP lead- | €Xpelling Sharad Pawar, Purno
: grammes either by road, or confidence in the A League ers including Khaleda Zia's ad- Sangma and Tariq Anwar,

tisers have dug the green shoul-
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train or launch.

government.

visory courncil members to

whose remarks led to Sonia

ders off the road th = ; - ; : !
biths on both sid :Siﬂl' e foot Iaé;: Eriise:'mptﬁ::t}?lm lgi?ti 1.11:{]; E—Fg He said the BNP woiild soor We hope that pgﬂ P]e will know the over-all impact of the | announcing her resignation as
Sources in the DCC's Rev- abit of E:qtting }srﬂgne runs on announce road marches from cﬂnnf‘n:il-ﬁitn 511-1 ppﬂ:‘t 1f e w? WifEe diy tad march, paerp aicas F iy
eriue Section, responsible for the board before the opponents Dh&ka tq Khulna and Dhaka to ﬁll-: rr]i;ssf.:g" hzraddﬁedWE i .=31-f.:'n£1L ;Eaj;rgﬂégags Eml;;sf}r Nabi ";ﬂ Tg:?d fﬁgﬂgx;ﬁ:ﬁlﬂﬂ;
hoarding, said that they could oylhet, train march from : : & marci 1o : :
e gfﬁcially allmg o gét;::l;%;r;gf at the tail. For the D}I;al{a to Chittagong and Another senior leader said  have first-hand impression of | Would not dim the party's elec-

across-the-road hoardings ex-
cepl on overbridges. They said
none of these advertisers ever
sought permission® before
putting up the billboards.

But other sources, unravel-
ling the mystery behind the ex-
clusion of these hoardings, said
that a section of officials at the
Revenue Section was unoffi-
cially collecting “fees” for those
hoardings. . the sources
sald that officials always de-

Wasim Akram. with his
phenomenal talent and not so
inconsiderable knowledge of
English conditions and the
small awkward shaped
grounds, has bailed out the er-
rinl batsmen of his side.
\wainst more penetrating bowl-
g and experienced sides. the
oclds :nlig—lht d]usl evern out,

One had to sympathise with
the Scots. Theirs is a team of
weekend cricketers, not meant

pend on the field-level workers lo be jaywalking in the fast lane
lor the planning and these of the hurly-burly world of in-
workers would never give any ternational cricket. They were
information that would jeopar- out of their depth. Although

dise their own interest,

In a recent case, this corre-
spondent reported to the Revy-
eriue Section that a clinic was
diggin% the footpaths on road-
9a at Dhanmondi to put up an
overhead hoarding across the
road. The official at the section
noted down the name and ad-
dress of the offender and said
action would be taken. But
neaﬂ{ six months have gone by
and the hoarding is still there.

i ——————

Haunting hoardings
A crackdown was launched recently but these hoardings

escaped the inspectors’ attention.

—Star photo

Pakistan's predictable win

they tried gamely to stop the
bleeding when the Pakistanis
decided 1o end the nonsense ol
pushing and prodding and get-
Ling on with the show, the sheer
lerocity of the counter attack
lelt them mesmerised. This

'..lu’u:]-'é]'t lhe usual walk in the
park.

The Pakistan bowling was
incisive, business like and very
matter of fact. The quickest
howler in the world was out for
blood. It was an unequal strug-
gf between bat and ball and the

cots who had fought many a
bloody baltle in the past. knew

in their “bravehearts” that this

From Page ] were in danger of being dis- he was last out. one was not guinght]'nei: way. Bul

{wo pieces. missed [or the lowest World Cup Hamilton put on 59 for the | the Scots have shown they are

He then trapped lain Philip Score ever - 45 by Canada  sixth wicket with Brinkley (22) | Lriers to the core. The world has
leg-before with a toe-crushing against England at Old Trafford and 61 for the seventh with Alec | Not heard the last of them.

yorker and had skipper George
Salmond caught behind by
Moin Khan with a ball that
moved away.

As -Akram struck again to
make il 19 for five, Scotland

in 1979,

The Scots, who prepared for
Akhtar by facing net bowlers
from 18 yards. were spared that
embarrassment by their York-
shire professional Gavin
Hamilton, who made 76 before

Davies (19).

Earlier, Yousuf Youhanna
and Moin Khan helped Pak-
istan survive a shaky start by
compiling a run-a-ball stand of
103 for the sixth wicket after

halfl the side had been removed
for 92,

Ah, the best laid plans of
mice and men. This competi-
tion is likely to bring out of the
undergrowth every devious
strategy devised in cricket and
more, ile Australia and New
Zealand struggled against each
other elsewhere, Pakistan's

that party leaders and workers

the opposition programme.

toral prospects.

[
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Youhanna, however, took
Pakistan to safety with 77 not
out while Moin chipped in with
47 off 41 balls.

the Scottish intentions in the
World Cup with a sizeable hunk
of salt. Result of this match . re-

! gardless.

the city their kingdom and the street-side vendors the subjects, who allegedly pay 20 taka per day for ‘trouble-free’ life.

This is one of many examples of how the name of the great leader is used for criminal activities by the so-called
supporters of the ruling party.

—Star photo: AKM Mohsin



