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Audit unmasks corruption in education establishments

In seven years, officials took Tk 40 crore more than they were entitled to
By Gobinda Bar

A section of officials and
emplovees in the education
ministry, five education
boards. Madrassah Education
Board and the Education Board
Compiter Cenlre misappropri-
ated at least Tk 40 crore be-
tween 1990 and 1996 through
corrupt various practices and
irregularities.

These include salary without
work. salary and allowances
more than entitlement. non-ad-
justment of salaries drawn in
advance. fitment in higher
scale than entitlement and em-
bezzlement by issuing fake cash
ITIeTTI

This was unearthed in an
audit b?' the olfice of Lhe
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral concluded recently.

Education ministry cash
books showed that the institu-
tions received Tk 23.13 crore
Irom education boards between
November 6, 1993 and April
© 22,1996 but bank statements
showed the amount at Tk 26.45
crore. Another cash book
showed a ministry expenditure
of Tk 20 crore while bank doc-

Zahed loses
his fight
for life

By Staft Correspondent

Zahed's desperate fight for
life ended yesterday at the In-
lensive Care Unit (ICU} of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical Universily [BSMMU)
as he succumbed to his injuries
50 days after he was knocked
down by a speeding night coach
at Bangla Motor in the city.

At around 4.30 am, the doc-
tors declared him dead. During
the 50 days of struggle, Zahed
had been in a coma. Time and
again his condition showed
signs ol improvement and dete-
rioration during the period.

Twenty-eight yvear-old Zahed
was returning to his Zhigatola
residence on his motorcycle at
around 11 pm on April 1 when a
blue night coach knocked him
down. He was taken to the
DMCH by the Ramna police
with broken ribs and coliar
bones and serious head injury.
His relatives found him at the
DMCH nearly 20 hours after the
latal accident.

Obituary

Md llivas Uddin Ahmed, 57,
Deputy General Manager of
Sylhet division of Pubali Bank
Ltd died of heart failure on
Wednesday, says a press release.

He left behind his wife, 4
sonis, 2 daughters and host of
relatives to mourn his death.

uments pul it at Tk 21, 83 crore,
In the two cases. Tk 4.16 crore
was found to be embezzled.

A total of 29,000 dollars
were paid for procurementl ol
faulty OMR machines and a lo-
cal agent of the supplying com-
pany was given Tk 2.54 lakh as
commission. More than Tk 17
lakh was lost on this count.

The Education Ministry also
paid Tk 4.59 lakh as ‘extra
commission’ to a local agent for
buying OMR machines. The
ministry did nol seize the secu-
rity deposit of a supplier for its
failure to supply goods as per
contract. The ministry also did
not maintain any voucher for
Tk 44.61 lakh. collected from
education boards on the occa-
sion of observing Education
Week.

Taka three lakh was lost as
the authorities of Dhaka.
Comilla. Jessore and Rajshahi
Boards did not deduct income
tax from wvarious bills they
paid. The education ministr
deducted al least Tk three lakh
as income tax but the amount
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was not deposited with the gov-
ernment excheqguer.

The Education Board Com-
ptiter Centre gave Tk 20.67 lakh
Y @ compuler service provider
without any service for main-
lenance of 32 OMR machines.
But no action was taken against
the cotnpany.

The computer centre irregu-
larly gave Tk 31.000 to a Senior
Assistant Secretary of Educa-
lion Ministry, ABM Mizanur
Rahmian. Olficials at the com:
puter centre lailed to give any
satisfactory answer regarding
the payment, the audit report
said.

Al amount of Tk 4.22 lakh
was "virtually embezzled" by a
section of cfficials of the com-
puter centre in the name of giv-
ing advance to officials and
employees, The money was not
acjusted against their salaries
and allowances and no action
wils taken for this.

[11 the Dhaka Education
Board. a section of officials and
employees were irregularly paid
Tk 5,11 crore in the name of

Fatema-Tuz-Zohra, a leading artiste, presenting songs at a

function organised by the Jatiyva Press Club on 1ts premises
yvesterday in observance of birth centenary of National Poet

Kazi Nazrul Islam.

— Star photo
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benelit, remuneration and
honorarivutn between 1990 and
| 996, It was a unigue case of vi-
olaticn ol government rules be-
cause the amount entitled was
Tk 29 .22 Izalch,

The Board suffered a loss of
Tk 35.76 lakh between 1990 and
1996 as its officials and em-

+ ployees were given ‘advance’ at a

much lower interest rate of five
per cent against 10.75 per cent
as per government rules.

The Board incurred a loss of
over Tk 2.8 crore for payment of
salary (o a secltion of officials
and employees. appointed on
higher scales than they were en-
titled to. An amount of Tk 95.44
lakh which was given in ad-
vance remained unrealised,

Former Controlier of Exam-
inations Boyen Uddin embez-
zled TK 5.15 lakh by approving
take cash memos inn the name of
buying steel trunks. The audit
found that the trunks were not
bought at all,

The Board lost Tk 85.74 lakh
between 19490 and 1996 by
printing answer scripts more
than the requirement and ir-

regularly paid Tk 4.46 lakh to
the Inter Education Board Co-
ardination Sub Committee, vio-
latiiing rules, the audit report
said.

In Chittagong Board. Deputy
Controller of Examinations
Mujibur Rahman did not pay
back Tk 57000 which hLe took as
advance, Another amount of Tk
14.67 lakh, taken as advance by
A section of officials and em-
ployees, also remained unre-
alised.

In Comilia Board, officials
and emplovees were given Tk
3.78 crore as allowance. hona-
rarivim and remuneration, vio-
lating rules. Another Tk 13.38
lakh was given for higher
salaries, violating rules. Tk
29.39 lakh disbursed as ad-
vance to officials and employ-
€es remained unadjusted with
their salaries but no action was
taken against the defaulters.

TK 1.80 crore was “virtually
embezzied" as the auditors
found differences between cash
book records and bank state-
ments,

In Jessore Board, Tk 1.80
crore was paid as undue benefit,
honorarium and remuneration
to a section ol employees and
officials and another Tk 1.02
Crore was given as ‘extra remu-
neration for preparing SSC and
HSC certificates,

The Board spent Tk 27.96
lakh irregularly for child edu-
cation benefit and supervision
benefit, violating rules.

Besides, Tk 1.94 lakh was
lost as entertainment benefit,
Tk 5.48 lakh as fuel cost , 1.75
lakh as travel allowance, Tk
2.43 lakh as general advance
and Tk 19.31 lakh as advance
for buying motor-cycle. The
board unduly paid Tk 45.13
lakh as additional benefit, Tk
31.91 lakh for preparing forms
and more than Tk 20 lakh for,
various other purposes.

In Rajshahi Board . Tk 4.92
crore was spent for paying ben-
efits, honorarium and remu-
neration to officials and em-
ployees, violating rules.,

The board incurred a loss of
more than Tk 88.30 lakh for
paying officials and employees

“‘advance’ for housing and buy-

imng motor cycles at five per cent
interest rate instead of 10.75
per cent, and another Tk 1.11
crore lor paying salary and
other dues at enhanced rates.
violating rules,

An amount of Tk 24.29 lakh.
given as advance., remained
outstanding. "No action was
taken against the officials and
employees for their failure to
pay back the money in time.”
the report said.

Another amount of Tk one
crore was also misappropriated
from the money collected from
students as fees, in the name

ayments to the ijllegally
ormed "Inter Education Board
Coordination Commitiee™ and
by preparing varlous forms and

‘answer scripts more than the

requirement.

[n the Madrassah Education
Board, auditors found a differ-
ence of Tk 1.87 lakh between
accounts of current ledger and
cash book. "It seems some offi-
cials and employees have em-
bezzled the money. The board
also did not conduct any inves-

tigation intg the “gross
anomaly,” the report said.

"Between 1990-9]1 and 1995-
496, the Madrassah Board's ac-
counts never reconciled with
bank statements,” it said,

An amount of Tk 31.72 1akh
was spent irregularly. showing
remuneration for officials and
employees in holding Dakhil,
Fazil. Alimm and Kamil exami-
nations,

Officials and employees were
paid Tk 46.24 lakh as honorar-
ium, vielaling rules. They were
paid more than the rate of Tk
1,000 a year, the report said,

Officials and employees were
paid Tk 4.16 lakh as salary be-
ond entitlement and Tk 8.13
akh paid as advance was not
adjusted with salaries.

The board officials and em-
ployees were also paid Tk 5.77
lakh as education allowance,
Tk 49.01 lakh as over time and
supervision allowance and Tk
3.83 lakh as entertainment al-
lowance violating rules, the re-
poris said.

Reciprocity remains the key

Buying back Bangladesh garment products will help reduce the gap,
Tofail tells Indian industry leaders

NEW DELHI. May 20;
Bangladesh today urged India to
consider importing readymade
garments and provide special
liscal incentives lo encourage
Indian investors to put their
mnioney in either joint venture
or in wholly-owned sub-
sidiaries in Bangladesh;,

Bangladesh Commerce and
Indusiry Minister Tolail
Ahmed told a mecting of Con-
federation of Indian Industry
here that it India permitted
duty-free import of readvmade
garinents form Bangladesh it
could be one way to help reduce
the Indo-Bangla trade balance
heavily tilted against Dhaka.

"We are importing yarn, cot-
ton and [abric from India and
i return India can import
readymade garments from us.”
Tolail said.

He said India could increase
its imports [rom Bangladesh
under the World Trade Organi-
salion accord lor tariff conces-
sion to Least Developed Coun-
tries without reciprocal basis.

In 1997 Bangladesh's 1m-
porls from India stood at II38

million dollars while expagt to

[ stood at 20 million dol-

From Pallab

lars.

Tolail said Indo-Bangla

trade could be signiticantly -

raised through Foreign Direct
Investment llow from India and
Indian investors were welcome
to take use the opportunities
Bangladesh offers to either an
full ownership or joint venture
basis.

“We would like to see more
Indian investors coming for-
ward to form joint ventures
with buy-back arrangements
with their Bangladeshi coun-
terparts.” he said.

I request the Indian gov-
ernment Lo seriously consider
providing special fiscal and
other incenlives to encourage
Indian investment in
Bangladesh,” Tofail said.

He said Indian investment
in Bangladesh would not only
increase trade between the two
countries but also result in effi-
cient allocation of resources
and competitive production in
the region as a whole.

The Bangladesh Commerce
Mimster said direct foreign in-
vesiment from India would he
‘mutually” heneficial to both
countries.

Bhattacharya

‘Intra indusiry and intra-
firm trade within this frame-
work wouild also go a long way
in mitigaling the problem of a
large balance of trade deficit
Bangladesh has with India.," he
pointed out.

Recalling that India had
agreed to extend taniil conces-
sions to Bangladesh on 2014
goods al the third round of hi-
lateral mnegotiations under
South Asian Prelerential Tariff
Agreement, Tofail said speedy
implementation ol this deci-
sion could contribute greatly 1o
parrowing Indo-Bangla (rade
imbalance.

He said the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was commitled to pursue the
policy ol trade liberalisation
and press ahead with policy
changes {or this.

Tolael Ahmed Tuled out ex-
port of natural gas to India in
near future saying this could be
considered oniy after proper
evaluation ol Bangladesh's do-
mestic needs.

Meanwhile, the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI) said
intensilication of indo-Bangla

jomnt ventures should mainly
focus on upstream and down-
siredm projects of natural gas.

A detailed note prepared by
FICCI for the interactive meet-
mg with Tolael Ahmed tomor-
row listed urea production as a
irail-blazer for intensifying
joint venlures belween India
and Bangladesh.

It said there was consider-
able scape for India to sel up
gas-based power plants in
Bangladesh which, apart from
meeting some power require-
ments of Bangladesh, could be
used for fertiliser plants and
spong iron plants with Indian
collaboration.

The FICCI note said there
should be an atiempt to focus on
factors which hold back Indian
investment in Bangladesh.

One such lactor is the in-
ability of Indian partners to fi-
nance the entire project on
their own and therefore soure-
ing of funds from a third party
acquired importance.

Il emphasised on the need
for toning up the infrastructure
in Indo-Bangla border to facili-
tale more bilateral trade.

Tolael Ahmed, who arrived

here last night on a five-day of-
ficial wvisit. held talks today
with Intdian Industries Minister
Sikander Bakht and Commerce
Minister Ramakrishna Hagde
separately,

During the meeting with
Bakht, Tofail invited Indian
investrnent in garments manu-
facture, leather products, tex-
liles and cement sectors in
Bangladesii..

Al Lthe discussion with
Hegde, Ahmed and the Indian
Commerce Minister discussed
evalving a common Indo-
Bangla strate=gv to deal with
World Trade Croa..lsation is-
sues and olther trade matters in
international fora. official
sources here said.

Ahmed and Hedge also dis-
cussed promotion of transit and
border trade. they added.

_ Bangladesh Commerce Mif-
1ster visit The Technology Park
and Indian ‘Space Research Or-
£anisation in Bangalore belnre
returning to Dhaka on May 24.
_Ahmed is accompanied by a
ﬁ:ﬂe—meiml:;er business delega-

Lanciuding FBCC] Presids

Abdul Awal I"u;[finm? Hamident
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GSS in trouble

From Page 1

office. violation of certain rules
in recruiting foreign nationals
and so orn.

When contacled, Dr*Hassan
teld The Dually Star that NGO
Patrean wen! boyand its jurls-
diction while conducting its in-
vestigation. “Besides, the DG of
the Bureau told us that his team
did the investigation very
hastily and there is still room
lor correcting the report,” Has-
san claimed. The DG of the NGO
bureau, however. rejected Has-
san s claim. About the allega-
tion of sexual harassment
against the organisation's
PABX station manager Mamtaj
Begum. Dr Hassan said: The girl
had accused me of harassment —
not sexual harassment.

When his attention was
drawn to the allegation of
lapses in auditing of funds, gen-
der imbalance in the manage-
mernt body and centralisation
of power in one hand. Dr Has-
san said: "We had some limita-
tions in these areas, but correc-
tive rmeasures are underway to
improve the situation.”

Dr Hassan believes that
certain quarters jealous of the
growth' of internationally re-
puted GSS and some insiders
who received foreign degrees on
GSS scholarship but presently
desperate to get rid of bonds
they had signed are oul to de-
stroy the organisation.

However, all the GSS offices
have been closed since the sec-
ond week of April. while a see-
tion of GSS workers are in the
streets to press home a set of
demands including resignation
of Dr. Hassan from the post of
Execulive Director. The contro-
versial management of the GSS
closed all its offices sine die on

April 14, due to what it said was
fund constraints.

The investigation team of
the NGO Affairs Bureau has
held Dr. Hassan responsible for
the present chaotic situation in
the organisation. It has rec-
ommended immediate re-
placement of the executive di-
rector with an interim ED, who
is neither a member of the pre-
sent managing body nor he is
involved with either of the feud-
ing GSS groups of employees:

While making the recom-
mendation, the NGO Bureau re-
ferred to an observation made
by the appraisal team that
stressed on 'need for change in
leadership style — from charis-
matic lo pragmatic manage-
ment’.

The appraisal team went a
bit further: “For GSS to be ade-
quatel{ governed, guided and
controlled. the prevailing exec-
utive and general body system
does not suffice. A dynamic and
independent Board (General
Body] and Executive Comrmittee
is reqguired that as the highest
authority of the organisation,
taking full organisational re-
sponsibility of policy makin
and formal accountability o
GSS Members of the Board need
to take individual responsibil-
ity, on the basis of their critical

and independent views and
analysis.”

The appraisal team found
the “current programmes and
management” structure of the
GSS to be “clearly designed on
maie terms and ithinking,
leaving the issues and concerns
of hall of the "target population'’
unattended”. It therefore sug-
gested that "the Board should be
gender balanced and without
any GSS employees”.
~ However, the NGO Bureau
team strongly felt that investi-
gation into the allegations of
sexual harassment of some fe-
male workers by Dr Hassan
should be conducted seriously.
In this regard, it said, the probe
committee formed earlier to in-
vestigate the case of Mamtaz
Begum has to resume its func-
tion. "The committee might
also look into the similar alle-
gations of harassment against
other female workers including
Nasima Akhter and Shaika
Morshed by the same person.”

Another Bureau recommen-
dation said that the GSS must
stop all financial transactions
with Advocacy Trust. Mudrak
Ltd and Media Centre until a
legally defined relation with
them is established. Besides,
‘no money - excepting the
amount necessary to meet the
salaries, allowances and day to
day expenditure — will be with-
drawn from the bank accounts
of the three organisations.”

The denors sponsored spe-
cial audit team, which had ex-
amined the financial docu-
ments of the GSS. also found
that the donors’ funds had been
used in violation of norms to

create the profit-making organ-

isations - Advocacy Trust, Mu-

drak Ltd and Media Centre. The
team further discovered that

the organisations were later
converted into private limited
companies and were not audited
since their inceptions in 1995,
1996 and 1998 respectively. "We
find it serious that the donors’

fund have been used (Lo procure
machinery for
ventures), while t
not been accounted for and kept
outside the GSS.” the audit team
observed.

ﬁrnfil-making
e income has

The special audit team found

‘serious lack of adequate inter-

nal audit’. while the NGO Bu-

reau investigators found it ob-
fectionable to have a brother-

in-law as the chief of the GSS’s

audit department.

The Bureau report suggested
that the government apgt}int an
administrator in the GSS, in
case it fails to take steps to im-
plement the recommendations
within a week of such instruc-
tions are being issued.

Analysing various clauses of
the latest constitution of GS5,
the Bureau probe found that the
organisation has been running
entirely in an autocratic man-
ner, with almost all powers
concentrated in the hands of its
executive director Dr Mahmood
Hassan. Besides, the GSS sub-
mitted its amended constitu-
tion to the NGO Bureau more

than a year after it was intro-

‘duced in 1994 _ It is yet to get the

constitution approved by the
registrar of Joint Stock Com-
panies,

The report recommended
rewriting of the constitution to
make sure that all undemo-
cratic clauses of the GSS consti-
tution, especially the ones mak-
ing Dr Hassan the lifetime ex-
ecutive director, are rernoved
and both the Executive Com-
mittee and the General Body are
made accountable.

The report also suggested
that the DG of the NGO Affairs
Bureau could request the GSS
donor consortium not to dis-
burse any fund, until the rec-
ommendations regarding ap-
pointment of an interim ED.
amendment of the undemo-
cratic constitution, re-consti-
tution of both the executive and
Eeneral bodies are implemented

y G5S, and approval of the
government authorities con-
cerned is secured by the organi-
sation in these regards.

Accusing Dr Hassan of run-
ning the NGO in an autocratic
manner, the investigation team
said that he got the organisa-
tion's service rule amended un-

"der which the authorities can

sack any staff at any time with-
out giving prior notice to the
worker or employee concerned.
Dr Hassan sacked Dr Manjur
Rashed Chowdhury, coordina-
tor of primary health education
programme, only two hours af-
ter the circular was released.

Dr Chowdhury had report-
edly discussed with the GSS
authorities the issue of ‘sexual
harassment’ of Mamtaj Begum
by Dr Hassan.

While probing the allegation
of nepotism against Dr Hassan,
the NGO Bureau investigation
teamm found that he had pro-
vided undue financial benefits,
in the name of 'pay protection’,
to many of his cronies includ-
ing his wife, friends and -rela-
lions.

The investigation also re-
vealed that the rural level fe-
male workers of the GSS were
compelled to go on maternitly
leave without pay. “This prac-
tice is tantamount Lo repression
onn pregnant mothers.” the
probe report observed.

The NGO Bureau team found
the over-head costs of the GSS
were more than the approved
ones and criticised its top boss
for misusing donors’' fund, col-
lected in the name of helping
poor, by observing moon-lit
nights or by giving grants to the
country's eminent citizens.

The appraisal leam was
critical about the G55 steps to
buy lands worth crores of taka
to build its headquarters in the
city. "In the long process ol NGO
development in Bangladesh,
many NGOs have certainly em-
powered themselves with
structures and buildings, while
empowerment of the poor be-
yond better services has been
rather limited,” the team com-
mented.
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Out patients are 'outcasts'

No wheelchair, no stretcher at Bangabandhu

Maost of the patients admit-
ted through Out Patient De-
Earunent [OPD) at Bangha-

andhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
Umversity (BSMMU) Hospital
have Lo undergo immense suf-
ferimgs due to lack of stretcher
or wheelchair.

Patients have to make their
own arrangements to reach re-
specltive wards or cabins for
treatment. All hospital wards
are located at a distance not less
than 500 yards from the OPD.

There is no wheel chair or -

siretcher at the OPD to carry the
patients who are unable to
walk. Once admitted al the OPD,
located virtually outside the
hospilal premises across a
road, a patient is asked to reach
the respective department on
his own.

Soyedur Rahman, 52, was
admitted to medicine ward of
the hospital last week with
acute stomach pain. He was un-
able to sit up properly. After
necessary lormalities at the
OPD. the resident physician
senl him to medicine ward on
the fifth iloor. some 600 yards

By Staft Correspondent

froni the OPD.

lin absence ol any faciliues
from the hospital authorities,
his 17-year old son had to pull
Rahman by his shoulder to the
ward.

‘I was lookin for a
wheelchair but an official at the
OFD said there were no
wheelchairs,” said Rahman's
SOI.

Another patient, who was re-
ferred to the hospital from
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital for a critical surge
in her abdomen, said, "Findin
no stretcher my husband hire
a rickshaw to take me to Block-
C building of the hospital from
the OPD."

Other patients and their at-
tendants complained of similar
sufferings Lo this correspondent
during recent a spot visit. One of
the patients said, "We come to
the hospital to get relieved of
pains. but il seems sulferings
increase the moment a patient
is admitted."

A resident physician, prefer-
ring anonymity, said, "This is
the reality here. IL is very unfor-

Medical Hospital

tundate ... after the hospital
turned autonomous, people ex-
pected better facilities but we
really did not give much atten-
tion to the problem.”

On an average, about 150 pa-
tients are admitted to the hospi-
tal everyday through the OPD.
The hospital has more than 30
departinents.

A senior consultant of a pri-
vate hospital on condition he
not be named said, "Ideally, a
hospital should have arrange-
ments for wheelchair or
stretcher.

"Once a patient is admitted,
it is the responsibility of the
hospital authorities to take
care of the patients including
providing him or her with nec-
essary facllities for the patien-
t's transfer to the respective
ward or cabin.”

When contacted, Vice-Chan-
cellor of the university hospital
Prof M A Quaderi regretted for
not being able to provide the fa-
cilities. "We are looking into the
problem and it will soon be ad-
dressed.”

Kiwis upset Aussie

From Page 1
on his spinners, Michael Bevan
and Shane Warne, to break
their rhythm, Cairns crashed
them both over long on for six.

Waugh nexi tried the pace of
Damiien Fleming and McGrath -
but Cairns smashed them both
back over their heads for fur-
ther boundaries.

He fell just before the end.
After hitting five fours and
three sixes, he tried again to de-
posit Fleming into the stands
and holed out. y

Australia, second favourites
to win the tournament behind
South Africa, now have one win
lrom two games, while New
Zealand have two successive
wins.

Waugh's side, who had won
four of their last six Eames
against the Kiwis, bepgan the day
with a slop-start-stop batting
display: '

Choosing to bat, they were
pegged back immediately by
pace bowler Geoff Allott.

The left-arm. strike bowler,
who finished with four for 37,
trapped Mark Waugh leg before,
thenn had pinch-hitter Adam
Gilchrist caught off a late cut
that flew to second slip to make
it 32 lor two. ,

‘Darren Lehmann, who fin-
ished with 76 oft 94 balls, re-
built the innings with Ricky
Ponting (47) with a 94-run
parinership.

But when Ponting was
caught at point off Nathan

Astlle's medium pace and Steve
Waugh, attempting to press on,
slogged Chris Harris to mid-
wicket, the innings began to un-
ravel,

Well placed at 164 for four
with 10 overs to go, they man-
aged just 49 runs [rom the last
60 balls. Australia's last six

wickels fell for 87 runs.
Australia seemed to

themselves a chance when
Adrian Dale removed opener
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Shamsuddin' the first

ive

Premiere show: The premiere show of ‘Jamuna Parer
roduction of Binota Visuals will be held.

applecart

Matt Horne with his second

ball, the delivery brushing his

E,:luve on the way through to the
eeper.

Flemuug tnen had Astle
caught at point, McGrath pro-
duced the perfect yorker to hit
the base of Stephen Fleming's
middle stump and McMillan,
after apparently wrenching a
hamstring, fell to Warne aliter
toe-ending a sweep to mid on.
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The premiere will be followed by a discussion or the production.
Venue: Muktijuddha Jadughar. Time: 10.00 am.

1 « Khelaghar will accord a reception to Ralim
Reception: Khelagh 1l d i Kal

Sharafl,

hantosh Gupta and Syed Hasan Imam. Chief guest:

National poet Shamsur Rahman. Venue: Khelaghor auditorium
at 273/3. Elephant Road (Katabon). Time: 11.00 am.

Film show: Three French movies La bataille du rail (The
railway battle), Presumeé innocent (Presumed innocent) and La
reine Margot will be screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka auditorium. Time: 11.00 am, 4.00 pm and 6.00 pm re-

speclively.

Rally: Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote stage a rally in obser-

vance of the birth centen
Venue: Ramna Park gate to-

of national poet Kazl Nazrul Islam.
ss Club.

me: 11.30 am.

Conference: The 4th national conference at Samajlan-
trik Sramik Front will be held. Venue: National Press Club

auditorium. Time: 4.00 pm.

Mugtadir's solo
painting show
begins today

The 5ih solo painting exhi-
bition by Abdul Mugtadir be-
gins today at the Gallery 21, 765
Sat Masjid Road, Dhanmondi,
says a press release.

Artist Qayyum Chowdhury
will inaugurate the show at 5:30
pmi. Prol Anisuzzaman will be
present as chief guest while Prof
Sarowar Morshed Khan will be
special guest.

The exhibition with 35 re-
cent works of the artist on dis-
play will remain open till May
31 lrom 10 -am lo 8 pm every-
day:

Package Forum

formed
By Staff Correspondent

Television pacKage pro-
gramme producers on Wednes-
day floated a forum in the city
in the wake of an anti-package’
movement in Bangladesh Tele-
vision [BTV}.

Package producers, writers,
representatives of different
production houses and adver-
tising firms held a meeting at
the Liberation War Museum and
expressed deep concern at the
‘anti-package movement in
BTV, says a press release.

The meeting. chaired by
Hanil Shanket, called for im-
mediate telecast of all package
programmes as per schedules.

Al the meeting, they lormed
the new organisation styled as
‘Package Forum' with Mamunur
Rashid and Badal Rahman as
its joint convenors and Kazi Il-
lyias Kollol as member secre-
tary.

Members of the forum are:
Humayun Ahmed, Abul Hayat.
Imdadul Haq Milon, Afzal Hos-
sain, Hanif Shanket, Saidul
Anam Tutul, SM Solaiman,
Shaikh Siraj, Mohon Khan,
Arun Chowdhury, Ahmed Yusufl
Saber, Nima Rahman, Kays
Chowdhury, Rezanur Rahman,
Faria Hossain and Mohammad
Hossain Jeni.
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mitelligence ol the rest of Lhe
Leam menibers wlich carn never

bring about anv positive
changes in the teamn psychol-
QEV.

It was incomprehensible

thal the Indian bowlers should
have conceded] @ staggering 37
wide and no balls which war.
ranted more {ivan 6 extra overs
and bl extras in a total of 252
was incorrigible. This has
hardly happened to the Indian
bowlers, who are generally very
cautious, in the past. The extra
overs posed Lhe additional
probleins lor them as they were
penvalised by the mateh referee
deducting Iour precious overs
from their normal quola of 50.
On that bouncy wicket this
targel was always achievable
and the Indians went about
their business rather briskly.
Weather was good but going was
bumpy. The initial hiccup of the
Indians were smothered by
Ramesh and Jadeja and at later
stages the innings was beauti-
fully grafted by Robin Singh,
Mongia and Srinath. Azhar
played another irresponsible
inings and gave the impres-

~sion that his mind was not in

the game but somewhere else.
The Indians were always ahead
ol the run-rate and when every-
thing appeared rosy in the gar-
den. like many other previous
occasions the batsmen buckled.
Henry Olonga was no match-
winning bowler vet Campbell
had Lo take that gamble and it
paid off most unexpectedly.

Three wickets in six deliveries
for five runs and Olonga was an
instant. hero. Victory was so
near yet so far. It is not for
nothing Geoll Boycott calls it a
foany’ game.

Sri Lanka had the Proteas
almost on the ropes at
Northampton with wickets
falling at regular intervals. The
South Africans are not nor-
mally accustomed to such situa-
tions and as the stranglehold of
the Lankans became tighter,
Lanice Klusener launched his
desperate attempt in the last
over that took his side one
short of the two hundred mark.
Ranatunga must have been
smiling through his eyes. But
the Lankans had a date with
genuine Alrican lions. The -
champions’ best efforts took
them to the lowest total of the
tournament till Wednesday.

in both the grounds umpir-
ing left much to be desired. The
Ibw decisions against De Silva
and Jadeja could be rightfully
contested and decisions against
Cullinan and Pollock were
starkly against Lthe rules, given
by the TV umpire Ken Palmer. |
do not believe that at this level
of the game an unpire does not
know that benefit of doubt, goes
in favour of the batsman and
that a catch is deemed to have
been completed beyond any
doubt within the playing area.
All these four players received
raw deals from the umpires.
Wrong decisions can always
have tar reaching effects in any

| tournament.



