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Escape route for refugees cut off: UNHCR

Breakthrough on Kosovo settlement

imminent: Spanish PM

MOSCOW, May 17 : Visitling
Spanish Prime Minister Jose
Maria Aznar said Monday that
a "serious breakthrough” on set-
tling the Kosovo confilict could
come any day, the ITAR-TASS
news agency reported, says
AFP,

Aznar, speaking after a
meeting with Russia's Balkans
envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin,
said he was counting on "a seri-
ous breakthrough concerning a
political solution to the conllict
in Kosovo,” the agency said.

The accord between the
Group of Seven leading indus-
trial nations and Russia in
Bonn earlier this month “con-
tains some criteria that will
allow the conflict to return to
the path of a political settle-
ment," Aznar said on arrival
here Sunday,

Chernomyrdin repeated his
counitry's position that Russia
demands "above all an end to
the air sirikes and then the ap-
plication ol all these measures.”

Aznar also is expected to
meel Russian President Boris
Yelisin and Prime Minister-
designate Sergel Stepashin.

Another report says,Britain
on Monday stepped up its cam-
paign to persuade its allies Lo
send ground troops into Kosovo
without waiting for Yugoslav

EDIEFLY

authorities to give their formal
agreement.

Speaking at NATO head-
quarters here, British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook reiter-
aled that the allies would not
allow President Slobodan
Milosevic a wveto on action
deemed necessary to ensure the
return of refugees,

"We are not going to hang
around in Macedonia until
there is a grand signing cere-
mony in front of the flags and
the cameras," Cook said.

The British minister reiter-
ated that London was not pre-
pared to "launch a major inva-
sion against organised armed
resistance.”

Rt he said the alliance had
to "examune very carefully how
much lenger the Yugoslay army
can continue without reaching
the point at which it cannot
provide organised resistance.”

Meanwhile, the apparent
sealing of Montenegro's borders
with Albania and Bosnia-
Hercegovina will cut off a major
escape route for refugees from
Rosovo, the UN High Commis-
sionier for Refugees (UNHCR)
warned Monday.

The Yugoslav army late Fri-
day "moved to take control of
the border between Montenegro
and Albania." and has report-
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Congress stalwart Sharad Pawar {wita shirt) along th
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Sudhakarroa Naik (glasses) speaking to journalists at the
Chavan center in Bombay yesterday, where Pawar met his
supporters to decide the next phase of action if he is
sacked by the Congress Working Committee president So-

| origin.

Sunday.

Fiji

nia Gandhi, after Sharad Pawar, P A Sangma and Tariq
Anwar 1n a letter to Sonia Gandhi guestioned her creden-
tials to become the prime minister in view of her foreign

— AFP photo

Tornadoes kill 2 in Towa: romadoes ave

swept through western lowa, killing two people and injuring at
least 14, authorities said, AP reports from Logan.

Names of those who died were not released pending notifica-
tion ot relatives, Jim Symour, a hospital administrator, said

A tornado that developed near Logan on Sunday afterncon
destroyed six homes, damaged several others and destroyed a
bridge on a rural gravel road, authorities said.

PM concedes defeat: vrime minisier

Sitiveni Rabuka conceded defeat yesterday in Fiji's historic
multi-race election after his rainbow coalition was decimated
at the polls. Reuters reports from Suva.

“The swing in the vote has clearly indicated that the people
want a change, want a change in government, want a change in

Quake shakes

AF reports from Hong Kong,

policies. want a change in personalities and we should respect
the wish of the people,” Rabuka told Reuters in an interview.

E IrldOIIESia: An

carthquake with an estimated magnitude of 6.2 struck off
eastern Indonesia early Monday, the Hong Kong Observatory
said. There were no immediate reports of damage or injuries,

The quake was centered niear Irian Jaya, about 490 km east-
southeast of Manokwari, the observatory reported.

[rian Jaya comprises the western part of the island of New

Guinea. Papua New Guinea makes up the eastern part.

Elephallts ki]l 2 iIl “etllaln: A herd of

clephants has trampled two villagers to death in Vietnam's
central province of Binh Thuan, forestry officials said

vesterday in Hanoi.

Villagers found the crushed bodies of a

easant and his wife

near the forest of Tank Linh district, an official from the forest

proiection department told AFP. "We have noted a troop of be-

tween five and seven elephants whose presence has sown panic

among the local poepulation,” the official said, "They have been

instructed to protect the animals but do not know how to avoid

attacks.” The latest attack brings the death toll from elephants
. to nine in the past six months.

edly done the same with cross-
points into Bosnia-Hercegov-
ina, UNHCR spokesman Kris
Janowski said in Geneva.
According to reports from
relugees. a group of between 100

and 150 men travelling towards

Albania were taken off buses
late Friday. and allegedly sent
back to Kosovo in Yugoslav fed-
eral army vehicles.

'We have been in touch with
the authorities in Montenegro.,
They are very alarmed. They
say it is totally illegal what
happened,” Janowski said.

Two of the men on the buses

managed to buy their way to
freedom in Albania by paying
15.000 German marks. accord-
ing to an account given to the
UNHCR in Rozaje by a relugee
who had contact with one of the
IETL.

"For the {irst time ever there
are efforts to take men away in
Montenegro itsellfl and take
them back to Kosovo, which in
itself sounds very, very omi-
110US."

"We assume they are not be-
ing taken back there to be
placed in a spa,"Janowski said.

A source close to the Mon-
tenegrin police said Sunday the
Yugoslav army put checkpoints
on the borders between Mon-
tennegro and Bosnia in an at-

tempt to stop recruits and re-
servists leaving the country.

The source told AFP that
only 20 percent of recruits and
reservists from Montenegro,
Serbia's tiny partner in the Yu-
goslav federation. had accepted
military call up. Thousands of
them had already left the coun-
try, various sources say.

Elsewhere, around 1,300
Kosovar refugees poured into
Macedonia over the weekend.
according to the UNHCR.

Most came by train from
Urosevac area, others from Li-
plian. Stimlje, Vitina and the
capital city Pristina.

AP adds: President Slobodan
Milosevic has agreed to meet a
UN delegation before allowing
the world body to make its first
inspection of Kosovo since
nearly half the province's popu-
lation was driven out and NATO
lunched an air campaign
;against Yugoslavia.

The 15-member team, driv-
ing a fleet of white four-wheel
drive vehicles with a diesel fuel
tank behind, arrived in Bel-
grade Sunday and said they
would assess humanitarians
needs throughout Yugoslavia.
They were due to meet Milosevic
on Monday.

International

'Eﬁ_yd_]_Sarak'wi.ll unseat _incpmbent PM’

Netanyahu's nightmare co

JERUSALEM. Ma :
Labour Party challenger Ehud
Barak will unseat right-wing
incumbent Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in Israel's
general election today, an opin-
jon poll released at the start of
voling showed, reports Reuters.

The Channel Two television
poll, conducted by pollster Dori
Shavit, showed Barak drawing
52 per cent of the vote to Ne-
tanyahu's 42 per cent, with 6 per
cent undecided.

Shavit predicted that Barak
would oust Netanyahu by a 54-
46 per cent margin after divid-
ing the undecided vote.

The poll was conducted after
Centre Party candidate Yitzhak
Mordechal and ultranationalist
Benny Begin bowed out of the
race at the last minute on Sun-
day.

Shavit did not specify a
margin of error.

A Jerusalem Post/Smith Re-
search Centre poll forecast a
Barak win with 55 per cent of
the vote. The survey of 1.000

eople had a margin of error of
€ss than three per cent.

Israeli voting stations close
at 10 PM (1900 GMT).

AP adds: The candidate who
emerges as Israel's next prime
minister faces the task of guid-
ing the country past a traumatic
campaign into a peace process
fraught with the potential for
further division.

Polling stations in the vote
pitting Prime Minister Ben-

Jjamin Netanyahu against mod-

erate opposition leader Ehud
Barak were opening at 7 am
(0400 GMT) Monday and elosing
at 10 pm (1900 GMT).

The prime minister's race
had been expected to stretch
into a runoff vote in early June,
But the last-minute with-
drawals by three minor candi-
dates meant that Netanyahu
and Barak would decide the
election in a single round.

The deeply personal. recrim-
inatory contest between the
former army mates seeped into
a campaign replete with epi-
thets like “liar” and "thief."

Each blamed the other for
the bitterness,

"With God's help, we will win
and we will overcome the in-
citeful, hateful campaign of the
prime minister.," Barak told
supporters in a Tel Aviv suburb.

Oddly, the issue that sub-
stantially divides them — how
to revive the peace process
— barely rippled throughout the
campalgn.

Netanyahu, who froze peace
talks with the Palestinians in
December, has said they must
fulfill a long list of demands be-
fore he brings Israel back to the
table. Some of his demands
have been dismissed by the re-
gion's US peace brokers as un-
realistic,

He also backs a crisscross
Jewish seltlement pattern in
the West Bank that would make
Falestinian statehood, some-

—

thing he opposes, virtually im-
possible.

Barak wants Israel to return
to its commitments under the
Wye River peace agreement bro-
kered by US President Bill Clin-
ton last October. The deal calls
on Israel to cede land to the
Palestinians in exchange for
security measures. Barak also
wants to contain settlement
and advocates a separation
from the Palestinians.

In Lebanon, Netanyahu
wants to end Israel's military
presence by reaching an agree-
ment with Syria, the main
Euwerhmkﬂr in the country. But

€ is not ready to pay the Syrian
price — the return of the
disputed Golan Heights.

Barak, a former military
chief, backs territorial com-
promise,

Whoever wins, Arabs in the
region have tired of the five-
month campaign that has ef-
fectively stymied any progress
in the peace process.

"All 1 hope for is that who-
ever wins will believe (hat peace
is the only way to achieve sta-
bility in this region," Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak was
quoted as saying by the daily
Al-Gomhuria newspaper.

Officially, Yasser Arafat's
Palestinian Authority has re-
mained neutral, wary of being
drawn into Netanvahu's efforts
to portray Arafat as interven-
ing on Barak's behalf.

mes true

Israeli Labour Party leader
Ehud Barak casts his ballot
in Kokhav Yair yesterday,
during Isracli general elec-
tiens. lsraelis are voting for
prime minister and a 120-
member parliament, with polls
pointing to a comfortable vie-
tory for Barak over incum-
bent prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. — AFP photo

Advani more
foreign than

Sonia: Kanshi Ram

JALNDHAR - (Punjab), May
17: BSP supremo Kanshi Ram
yesterday said union Home
Minister L. K Advani was "more
foreign than Congress President
Sonia Gandhi,” reports PTI.

When asked by reporters
about whether the BSP would
make Congress President Sonia
Gandhi's fereign origin an elec-
tion issue, Kasnshi Ram said
Advani, "who was raising this
issue time and again, was more
foreign than Gandhi."

"Advani is a dangerous for-
eign hand, Sonia is a lesser

danger as Italy is far away,” the

BSP supremo, who was here to
attend a training camp of his
party workers, said.

Kanshi Ram ruled out any
alliance with the Congress at
national or state level.

Kuwaiti Islamists
oppose vote

for women

KUWAIT, May 17: Influential
Kuwaiti Islamists on Sunday
rejected a first step by the
conservative Muslim state to
grant women  {ull pelitical
rights, reports Reuters.

An order by the ruler, Emir
Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabha. of Kuwait to allow
women Lo vote and run for pub-
lic office as of 2003 was passed
by the §mfemment as a decree
on Sunday.

Constitutional experts said
the measure would still have to
be approved by the all-male
parliament to be elected in July.

The last parliament, the
only such elected assembly
among Gul Arab states, was
dissolved by the Emir this
month during a dispute between
lawmakers and the government
over distribution of faulty
copies of the Quran,

Judge gunned
down in Ukraine

KIEV, May 17: The chief
judge of a regional court was
unned down in Ukraine's
lack Sea port city of Odessa in
an apparent contract killing, a
news report said Monday, says
AP.

Two unidentified assailants
killed Borys Vikhrov, the head
of the regional arbitration
court, as he was driving to his
house on Sunday, the UNIAN
news agency reported Monday:.

The attackers blocked
Vikhrov's car with their vehicle
and opened fire at close range,
also killing an Odessa televi-
sion company chief who was
with Vikhrov, the report said.

Second stége of polls
begin in Nepal

KATHMANDU, May 17: Vot-
ing opened in the second round
of Nepal's general election to-
day, with just over half the
kingdom's 13.5 million elec-
torate gelting the chance to cast
their ballots, reports AFP.

The election has been split
into two stages covering differ-
ent parts ol the Himalayan
Kingdom to help security forces
deal with the threat of violence
from Maoist rebels,

The first round was held
May 3,

Polling began at 8 am (0215
GMT) in 39 of Nepal's 75 dis-
tricts, and the counting of votes
from both rounds will begin as
soon as ballot booths close at
2:00 pm.

Final results are not ex-
pected until later this week.

Opinion polls and political
observers predict that the cen-
trist Nepali Congress led by

| Prime Minister Girija Prasad

Koirala will emerge as the
largest single party in parlia-
ment followed g}r Lge two main
communist factions.

‘However, there are doybts as
to whether the Nepali Cohgress
can secure the minimum 103
seals required for a simple ma-
orily in the 205-member lower

ouse.

More than 2,200 candidates
from 38 different parties are
contesting the elections.

Nepal, a country of about 23
million people, has 13.5 mil-
lion registered voters and
turmout in the first stage was
just under 60 per cent.

The last election in 1994
produced a hung parliament
that inflicted six ditferent gov-
ernments on an increasingly
disenchanted electorate.

Although the threatened
Maoist vieolence never really
materialised in the first round
— apart from a few isolated in-
cidents — security was tight,

Today, with some 35, po-
lice and army troops deployed
in the polling areas.

A Maoist insurgent was
killed and another seriously
injured when a bomb they were
carrying exploded accidentally
on Sunday.

An AP report adds: Police de-
fused four bombs in one village,
as thousands of Nepalis lined
up at voting stations Monday
in the second and final round of
general elections, officials said.

Police recovered and defused
four bombs in Karaiya village
in Rupandehi district, 200
kilometres (125 miles] west of
Kathmandu,

Investigators examine a completely burnt-out oil tanker in
Rodo-Sultan, near Pakistan's Punjab province city of
Jhang on Bunday. At least 53 people were burnt alive
when an oil tanker overturned and its cargo caught fire,
engulfing a market centre, while some 68 injured, were
admitted to different hospitals. However local residents
put the death toll at 65, saying that many bodies were
taken away by their relatives for burial in their native vil-

lages,.

— AFP photo

'Suharto family has
accumulated $ 15 b'

JAKARTA, May 17: The US
weekly magazine Time has
lraced some 15 billlon dollars
it wealth accumulated by for-
mer Indonesian president
Suharto and his family. the
magazine said in a statement
received here today. reports
AFP.

The upcoming issue would
detail the current holdings of
Suharlo and his six children in
‘cash, shares. corporate assets,
real estate, jewellery and fine
art," it added.

The investigation into the
family fortune, it said, was the
result of a four month investi-
gation by Time correspondents
in 11 countries involving hun-
dreds of interviews.

The 15 billion dollars, it
said, included "nine billion dol-
lars in cash that was trans-
ferred from a bank in Switzer-
land to another, presumably
saler, bank in Austria" shortly
alter Suharto resigned in May
1998,

The magazine also said it
had documented that more than
73 billion dollars "in revenues

and assets"” passed through the
Suharto family's hands during
s 32 vears in cifice.

But it said ths holdings
"have been reduced over the
years by mismanagement and
Indonesia's financial crisis.”

Suharto has in the past year
consistently denied that he ac-
cumulated a fortune while in
power and in one television ap-
pearance described a Forbes
magazine estimate that he was
one of the world's richest men
as ‘ridiculous.”

Time also said that the fam-
ily between them holds some
3.6 million hectares (8.9 mil-
lion acres) of real estate (an
area larger than Belgium), and
own "significant equity in 564
companies” in Indonesia.

"Overseas interests include
hundreds of companies from
the United States to Uzbek-
istan. from the Netherlands to
Nigeria," the statement said.

The government of Suharto's
protege and successor, President
BJ Habibie has been probing
suharto for months on ac-
cusations that his wealth was
accumulated illegally.

Charred bodies of Pak tanker
fire victims buried

ADDA RODU SULTAN, Pak-
istan. Mav 17: Hundreds of
people wailed and beat their
chests Monday as they carried
dozens of shrouded bodies to
their burial site outside this
dusty Punjab town devastated
by a horrific gasoline tanker
fire a day earlier, reports AP.

On Sunday 65 people died
when a gasoline tanker ex-
ploded.

Many of the victims died as
they tried to collect the fuel that
leaked from the tanker after it
rolled in the middle of Adda
Rodu Sultan, 180-km southwest
of the Punjab capital of Lahore,

A mass burial was being held
for many of the victims in Adda
Rodu Sultan on Monday, while
sorme of the bodies were to be
buried near their homes, the au-
thorities said.

From the loudspeakers of
mosques in Adda Rodu Sultan,
clerics prayed for the dead.
Shops were closed as the town
mourned.

Eyewitnesses recalled hor-
rific scenes as the fire raged for
six hours Sunday. It eventually
burned itself out because there

were no lire irucks in the vicin-
ity. Ambulances came from
several miiles away and accorg-
ing to some eyewilnesses an
emergency medical facility was
erected.

But doctors struggled to treat
badly burned victims without
the proper facilities and for
several hours without electric-
ity.

Flames that shot skyward
from the gasoline tanker en-
gulfed the electricity wires
overhead leaving the entire
district without electricity.

When the fire finally spent
itsell at least 65 people were
dead ‘and 75 others injured,
many of them seriously. More
than 20 shops were gutied,
homes were charred ruins.

"It was a day of doom," said
the Imam or chief priest of a lo-
cal mosque Haliz Ghulam
Yasin. "All the people were cry-
ing and beating themselves.”

Local authorities were slow
to respond to calls for help, he
said. Initial calls to the deputy
commissioner of the area were
met with indifference. said
Yasimn.

Fnu; representatives of the 1999 Miss Universe competition pose on Sunday in Port of
Spm_n, Trinidad and Tobago. These four contestants are Kristy Wilson (L), who is repre-
senting New Zealand, Anne Hoi LanHeung (2nd L), who is representing Hong Kong, Dori-
anne Muscat (2nd R), who is representing Malta, and Diana Drubig (R), who is represent-
ing Germany. The 1999 Miss Universe Pageant title will be awarded during a live televi-

sion broadcast May 26.

— AFP photo

US Congressman says

China's N-programme
benefited from theft
of US secrets

WASHINGTON, May 17: The
head of a congressional com-
mittee investigating reports of
Chinese espionage said Sunday
that China's current nuclear
we;ﬂmns programme has bene-
fited directly from the theft of
US secrets. reports AP,

. Christopher Cox, a Republi-
can member of the House of
Representatives, said his com-
mittee's report on Chinese ef-
forts to obtain American tech-
nology will be "of such gravity
that it needs the top attention of
policy-makers in Congress and
the executive branch."

The report of his select
House committee is expected to
be made public soon after
months of struggling with the
administration over what
should remain classified.

US officials who have seen
tite secret report say it provides
evidence that over the past two
decades China has obtained
sensitive information about
seven major weapons in the US
nuclear arsenal.

The report also reveals that
China conducted a half-dozen
tests in the mid-1980s of neu-
tron bomb technology believed

| to have been stolen from the

Lnited States, the officlals said.

"There is no question that
what the People's Republic of
China is now doing is a direct
result of what they have stolen
from the United States,” Cox
said on ABC television,

China’'s ambassador to the
United States Li Zhaoxing, said
the charges of spying were "an
intentional and deliberate fab-
rication."

He insisted the real factor
behind deteriorating US-China
relations was NATO's acciden-
tal bombing of the Chinese em-
bassy in Belgrade, which he
called a "horrifying atrocity."”

Cox's bipartisan investiga-
tion initially focused on two
American companies, Hughes
Electronics Corp. and Loral
Space and Communications,
The companies are under in-
vestigation by the Justice De-
partment for allegedly supply-
ing rocket technology to the
Chinese after the failure in
1995 and 1996 of Chinese rock-
ets carrying US satellites.

Both companies have denied
wrongdoing. Cox said Sunday
their actions were "neither legal
nor above board."
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Indian journalists protest in front of Pakistan Emb
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New Delhi yesterday the recent arrest of Najam Sethi, ed-
itor of Pakistan weekly news magazine The Friday Times.
Najam's detention by Pakistani authorities has sparked

protests in India and elsewhere.

— AFP photo
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Israel begins
construction of
Jewish settlement

L] 5 :

in E Jerusalem

JERUSALEM. May 17: Is-
racli companies began con-
struction Sunday of a Jewish
neighborhood in disputed east
Jerusalem a day hefore na-
tional elections, prompting
Palestinian condemnation, re-
porls AP,

the March 1997 ground-

breaking of the new settlement
at the site R,
Homa in Hebrew and Jebl Abu
Ghneim in Arabic — caused a
19-month breakdown in peace
talks and ignited riols through-
out the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

The start of dig%ing Sunday
for actual house-building on the
site came after Palestinians ac-
cused Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of sdpceding up de-
velopment to draw right-wing
volers in Monday's elections.

Housing Ministry
spokesman Moshe Eilat, an-
nouncing the start of digging,
said "this was a decision of the
companies, not the Israeli gov-
eriument. and has nothing to do
with. the electipnsi: i

Palestinian! negnbatur Saeb
Erekal. in turn, said "this is Mr,
Nelanvahu's determination to
destroy the peace process.”

Malaysia to step
up border patrols
before polls
in Indonesia

F{UN.,_--"% LUEH"E?H f‘uIa? i?.'
Mataysia will fnerease patrols
along lis borders and coastlines
to ensure illegal immigrants do
not flood the country during
the run-up to Indonesia's gen-
eral elections. news reports
said Monday. reports AP.

"We hope there will be no un-

toward incident." Deputy Home
Minister Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir was quoted as saying by
the New Straits Times daily.
. However, we are prepared
lor any eventuality. We pray the
people of Indonesia wilF have a
peaceful campaign.” Abdul
Kadir told reportiers,

Last week, the Malaysian
gvernment sought Indonesia's
elp to check the influx of im-

migrants, who were expected to
slip into Malaysia illegally to
avoid the possibility of pre-
election violence.

Thousands of families,

many of them ethnic Chinese,
fled 1o Malaysia last year dur-

ing political viclence in In-
donesia.

General elections are sched-
uled for June 7 and campaign-

- ing will begin May 19,

Pak SC orders govt
to arrange meeting
between detained

editor, family

ISLAMABAD, May 17: Pak-
istan's Supreme Court today or-
dered government attormieys to
arrar:ge a meeting between de-
tained editor Najam Sethi, his
family and lawyers. reports
Reuters,

It would be the first meeting
between Sethi, editor of the
popular Friday times weekly,
and his family since he was ar-
rested on May 8 and taken
away for questioning by intelli-
gence agencies into allegations
of anti-state activities.

The order was handed down
by a three-judge bench of the
Su%reme Court after lawyers for
Sethi filed a habeus corpus peti-
tion asking the government to
produce him.

Pakistan's state news agency
has accused Sethi of anti-state
activities by giving a lecture
critical of Pakistan's develop-
ment to an audience in arch-ri-
val India. ;

His detention by the Inter-
Services Intelligence (IS1)
agency has drawn strong
protests from the United States
and European Union, who have
dEIIlaIldﬂf that be freed.

The Friday Times is a La-
hore-based weekly which has'
been a strong opponent of cor-
ruption in Pakistan. Sethi has
not been seen

biy any of his
family, staff or friends since

his arrest.



