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Freedom's Prophet

by Edwin J. Feulner Jr.

"Today one hears a rising chorus of doubt about the promise of liberty, particularly
in Europe and the former Soviet Union. The doubters would do well to spend a long
weekend with Hayek's writing, There they would learn that when a society establishes

its basic organizing principles, it must choose between freedom and coercion.

There is no viable ''third way."

at one time even so ardent an

anti-communist as
Whittaker Chambers believed
the West was on the losing side
of history. If we didn't succumb
to communism, certainly we
would be consumed by a home-

own form of socialism. The
reat Depression and two world
wars had left few willing to
refute the idea that big
overnment was needed Lo order
uman society.

Friedrich A. Hayek — born
100 years ago tomorrow — was
willing to question the prevail-
ing wisdom. His seminal work,
"The Road to Serfdom," pub-
‘lished in 1944, c#all:ln ed the

0
gfugismﬁfaﬂ}rpgsggr'titggﬂ?ﬁgts
central planning and individ-
ual freedom could not coexist.
For penning such heterodox
notions as "a policy of freedom
for the individual is the onl
truly progressive policy,” Haye

m
ITE hard to imagine now, but

earned a prophet's reward: First

he was scorned, then ignored.
Fortunately, Hayek lived to
see his reputation restored, first
in 1974 when he was awarded
the Nobel Memorial Prize in
Economic Sciences, and later
when George Bush awarded him
the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. And although his books
remain conspicuously absent
from the required-reading lists
of most universities, this
courtly Austrian-born British
citizen remains one of our cen-

tury's most - influential
thinkers. -
Hayek was intrigued by man,

markets and their effect on so-
ciety. He earned three doctor-
ates-in law, economics and the
social sciences and ranged fear-

lessly over many fields, pub- -

lishing groundbreaking work
not only in economics but also
in political theory, legal phi-
losophy, psychology and the
history of ideas. e father of
ideas that years later would in-
spire Ronald Reagan and Mar-
garet Thatcher, he be sound-
ing the alarm that the foes of
freedom were on the march long

Improving Living Conditions in Slums

before even George Orwell did
SO.

In a rebuke to modern sensi-
bilities, Hayek repudiated the
tendency of individuals and so-
cieties to blame others for their
problems and declared the con-
cepts of lib and responsibility
"inseparable.” In his 1960 book,
"“The Constitution of Liberty,"”
he Explurlfd this trlfleme at

%%Lh: “Liberty nol o means
%ﬁ the lndlvir"(ual has gnLh the
opportunity and the burden of
cguicﬂ; it also means that he
must bear the consequences of
his actions and will receive
praise or blame for them."” Tak-
ing charge of one's life is an
"unceasing task.," Hayek wrote,
which explains why "many
people are afraid of liberty."

Despite derision from his
fellow economists, Hayek's in-
fluence extended well beyond
the halls of academia, espe-
cially in the U.S., where his
ideas found a more receptive
audience. Reader's Digest pub-
lished an abridged version of
"The Road to Serfdom," and a

aperback version became a

estseller. When Hayek toured
the U.S. soon after its publica-
tion, he was surprised to find
himself speaking to overflow
crowds, even in university lec-
ture halls.

Although Hayek did bril-
liant research on money, credit,
capital, interest and monetary
cycles (his 1931 book, "Prices
and Production." was cited b
the Nobel Prize committee),
perhaps his greatest contribu-
tion lies in a simple insight:
Man does not and cannot kndw
everything, and when he acts as
if he'did, he invites trouble. It
may indeed prove to be far the
most difficult and not the least
important task for human rea-
son rationally to comprehend
its own limitations,” he wrote.

Hayek recognized that so-
cialism, the collectivist state
and planned economies repre-
sent the ultimate form of
hubris. for the planners at-
tempt — with insufficient

knowledge — to redesign the na-
ture of man. He considered such
presumption "The Fatal Con-
ceit” — the title of his final
book, published in 1988.
Hayek's non-conformist ob-
servations courted academic os-
tracism from those who had
comuinitted their lives to social-
ism. Yet together with a small
and jnitially obscure band of
associates known as the Mont
Pelerin Society (which has in-
cluded Ludwig von Mises, Mil-
ton Friedman, George Stigler,
James Buchanan, Ronald Coase
and Gary Becker), he converted
millions to his view of freedom.
As David Horowitz writes in
"The Politics of Bad Faith":
"Von Mises and Hayek, and the
other prophets of capitalist
economy, are now revered
throughout the [former] Soviet

bloc, even as the names of

Marx. Lenin and Trotsky are
despised." For his part, Mr.
Friedman considers Hayek's
contributions to economic the-
ory and political philosophy
"secondary to [his] influence in
strengthening the moral and
intellectual support for a free
society.”

Today one hears a rising
chorus of doubt about the
promise of liberty, particular-
ity in Europe and the former
Soviet Union. The doubters
would do well to spend a long
weekend with Hayek's writing,
There they would learn that
when a society establishes its
basic organizing principles, it
must choose between
and coercion. There is no viable
"third way." As one of Hayek's
admirers, former Czech Prime
Minister Vaclav Klaus, likes to
say, "the 'third way' is the
fastest route to the third world."
Hayek's great
was to illuminate the real
choices confronting mankind
and to point the way - the only
way - to freedom.

The author is president of

the Heritage Foundation. This
piece appeared in The Wall

reedom

ft to the world
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World'Ba_n}(_—Habitat 'Citi_es Alliance'

by Nemat Shafik

The Cities Alliance, co-sponsored by the World Bank and UNCHS, will allocate grants
to help coalitions of civic leaders, private sector and community representatives
formulate strategies for their cities' development ... It will also work to improve the
living conditions of the urban poor, by helping local and national

governments make effort to upgrade slums.

modern “tale of two
A cities” is unfolding
around the world, On

peripheries of urban centres,
millions live in slum and
squatter settlements, ignored
by city authorities. They have
no legal title to their makeshift
homes. as their entire commu-
nities are technically "illegal”.
Usually, these "informal" cities
have no services such as water,
sewerage, electricity and
garbage removal. The "formal"
city. meanwhile, enjoys the ad-
vantages of urban life, often at
the expense of the informal one.
Even as one city is alienated
from and marginalized by the
other, they remain mutually
dependent.

But in many of these slum
settlements, small revolutions
are under way. Community
councils and other groups have
organized themselves and ob-
tained support from outside to
improve
They have built water and
drainage systems, or upgraded
their homes. In Jakarta, for ex-
ample, the Indonesian govern-
ment — working with the World
Bank— upgraded slums and im-
proved the living conditions of
15 million people over a 25-
year period, at a modest cost of
$20 to $120 per person. The pro-
me has been extended to other
ndonesian cities, and has en-
couraged private household in-
vestment in shelter. The chal-

iﬁl&lﬁﬁ«ﬁ? e_nake lhese successes

This week in Nairobi, repre-
sentatives of over a hundred na-
tions and cities will meet to
seek ways to bridge the in-
equalities in many of the
world's cities, by improving
their development strategies
and transforming their slums.
The meeting, convened by the
United Nations Cemter for Hu-
Eﬁn Settlements (UNCHS),

€S on special significance, as
it will lay the groundwork for a
new partnership between the
UN Agency for Cities and the
World Bank to tackle the prob-
lems of slums and squatter set-
tlements.

When the 18th-century
French philosopher Jean-
Jacques Rousseau called cities.
"the abyss of the human
species’, there were fewer than
one in ten people living in
them. Today, about half the

iving conditions. .

developing-country cities are
poor. In 30 years, that number
will nearly double, with almost
all the urban growth occurring
in poor countries. By 2030,
about 80 per cent of the world's
city-dwellers will be in the de-
veloping world.

e challenge facing mayors
is to make their cities work, not
just the megacities whose
names are household words; but
also hundreds of smaller cen-
tres, each with more than half-
a-million residents—again,
with roughly a third of them
poor. How do we steer their de-
velopment away from scenarios
of squalor, and nurture the in-
novation, industry and com-
mercial exchange that attracted
people to them in the first
place?

The philosopher of urban-
ization, Jane Jacobs, observed
that healthy cities unleash "five
great forces of growth," namely
enlarged markets, new and di-
versified jobs, spin-off growth
in the periphery as older enter-
prises once located downtown
are pushed to the suburbs as
new ones jockey for space in the
center, new uses of technology,
and increased capital. Our chal-

lenge is to establish conditions
lo sﬁ. these forces (o work,
any  siuccess stories

demonstrate that culnmunity-
based efforts. aidud by support
from national governments
and global agencies, can dra-
matically improve living con-
ditions in even the worst slums.
For example, Surat, India,
grabbed headlines in 1994 with
an outbreak of plague spread by
rats in its dirty, congested
slums. An overhaul of the city's
administration was launched,
with residents participating di-
rectly in planning.

Two years later; a study
found that Surat was India's
second-cleanest city. Last year,
the city was hit by floods, but ef-
ficient cleanup systems had life
back to normal in a week. And
in Dakar, Senegal, where
shantytown dwellers once faced
a long, ur‘iilj and time-consum-
ing daily k to and from jobs
downtown, a petit train bleu
utilizing old rail cars purchased
from France now transports
22,000 commuters a day. This
saves the slum-dwellers' several
hours a day in travel time, in-
creasing their quality of life

that local city lvaders can dra-
matically iniprove their com-
munilies witli assistance from
outside. A new Cities Alliance,
to be launched May 19 at a
meeting in Washington of over
20 mayors and other urban de-
cision-makers, will seek ways
to build on these initiatives, so
that they multiply in cities
around the world.

The Cities Alliance, co-
sponsored by the World Bank
and UNCHS, will allocate
grants to help coalitions of
civic leaders, private sector and
community representatives
formulate strategies for their
cities' development that pro-

.mote jobs, identify financing

and investment opportunities,
and build consensus. It will also
work to improve the living con-
ditions of the urban poor, by
helping local and national gov-
ernments make an unprece-
dented effort to upgrade slums.

The Alliance will seek part-
nerships with regional devel-
opment banks and donor gov-
ernments, as well as business
leaders and foundations. It
builds on a longstanding part-
nership between the World
Bank and UNCHS, and donors
including Germany. Japan. the
United Kingdom, the United
States and Canada, all of which
have indicated interest in sup-
porting these activities.

In recent years, World Bank
and UNHCS efforts have re-
sponded to a worldwide trend
among national governments
to move decision-making pow-
ers on urban affairs to local and

‘municipal councils, and to en-

courage community participa-

tio‘?hi?iﬁ L;‘H'llq]nt' a new "part-
nership approdch” to help cities
design their own development
sirategies. involving busi-
nesses, local government,
community groups and citizens.
If cities 'own’' their development
stralegies, and if city-dwellers
pay municipal taxes to ac-
countable governments headed
by councils they themselves
erecled. the prospects for
healthy and sustainable urban
development are much brighter.
When they are well-managed,
cities are solutions, not prob-
lems, as they are engines for
economic growth, job creation

and environmential prolectio
The wriler is Phi? %r?d
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MBUDSMAN ‘is a
Ochdish word of Nordic
origin and the office of
first
established in Sweden in 1809.

The word "Ombudsman” means
spokesman or representative.

Ombudsman Was

In the Oxford Dictionary it is
defined " Ombudsman is an Of-
ficial, appointed by a
ment to investigate and report
on complaints made by citizens
against public authorities”.

ence, Ombudsman is the title
or designation of a person ap-
pointed by .the government
through provisions of Consti-
tution or by enactments. Cen-
tred round this person has de-
veloped the Institution of Om-
budsman nearly for the last two
hundred years in different de-
veloped, developing & under de-
veloped countries of the world,
although the existence of the
comparable Institution of
"Naypal" is found in India in
ancient days and even in
Sonargaon, close to our capital
city during medieval age. Dur-
ing the Pala regime in Bengal
we find the mention of the title "
Mahadandanayaka" as the
head of Judicial system who
I‘ﬁﬂ& direclly appointed by the

The intention of establish-
ing the office of Ombudsman in
Sweden in 1809 was to safe-
guard the rights of citizens
against administrative excesses
and subsequently after a lapse
of one cent the office of the
military Ombudsman was also
established to perform similar
functions with regard to defence
and military administration.
The Ombudsman in Sweden is
elected for a period of 4 years by
an electoral college comprising
chosen members from both the
houses of the parliament. There
is a provision of a Deputy Om-
budsman who is also elected in
the same process. There is no
bar to re-election but dismissal
by the aﬁliament befﬂ&e the

iry ot the term may pos-
:ft?ier}{;n valid grounds.

The jurisdiction, power,
method of work and functions
of the office is well- defined.
The ombudsman has the au-
thority to look into the matters
of misuse and abuse of powers,
misuse of official position,
wilful negligence in carrying
out orders/instructions, arrest
and detention of persons cur-
tailing the fundamental rights
and liberty of the citizens by the
public servant with the limita-
tions to interfere with the
judges ol the Supreme Court and
Minister. If any maller arises
involving them. then il is re-
ferred to the court of impeach-
ment. He submits an annual re-
port to the parliament on his

OVETT1-
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by ASM Islam

Demand of the Day

The establishment of the Institution of the Ombudsman in Bangladesh has been a
growing demand since long. The public at large are being deprived of their privileges
because of their ignorance and lack of assertive attitude; rather, with the exception of

a few, they are being harassed, ill-treated and force to resort to bribery to

get their work done.

work and activities. The office
of Ombudsman in Denmark
created in the mid-fifties of the
current century has been given
the authority to deal with both
military & civil administra-
tion,

This institution nowadays,
is the outcome of search for a
machinery to guard the citizens
and work as watch-dog on be-
half of the public against abuse
and misuse of power, abuse of
official position, arrest, deten-
tion, wrongful confinement,
bureaucratic maladministra-
tion, corruption, inactions, in-
tentional delays in carrying out
lawful order/instructions. ha-
rassment, despotic attitude to-
wards public, violation of hu-
man rights, attaching priority

on the matters relating to per- -

sonal/group interest in ex-
change for illegal gratification
and gift, over collective and na-
tional interests, misappropria-
tion in commercial transac-
tions, arm%ance and misuse of
power by law enforcing agen-
cies, intentional delay and har-
rassment by service oriented
departments and organisations
ete.

The person heading the in-
stitution must be just, neutral,
free from influence and all
sorts of provocations and above
all he should combine in him-
self adequate knowledge of the
law of the land with a thorough
concept of the system of admin-
istration to help the govern-
ment make the administration
accountable, transparent and
just leading to reduce the dis-
tance between the public ser-
vants and citizens and the re-
dress grievances of the citizens.
The institution of Ombudsman
must be independent, neutral,
non-political, non-partisan
and free from all sorts of inter-
ference. Its jurisdiction, powers
and functions are specified or
determined by the parliament
which may vary from country
to country but the purpose of its
establishment is almost same
in nature.

Due to the success of and
confidence on the office of Om-
budsman in Sweden, many
countries of Alrica, Europe,
Latin America and Australia
established this institution in
the 1950's, 60's and 70's. For ex-
ample, it was established in

New Zealand in 1962, United
Kingdom and Canada in 1967,
Tanzania in 1968, Israel in
1971, France in 1973, Portugal
in 1975, Australia in 1977, and
in the Netherlands in 1981. In
our neighbouring Countries
like India and Srilanka, they
have given Ombudsman an in-
stitutional shape not only at
national level but at sub-na-
tional levels too. In the present
day world, the office of Om-
budsman has been established
in over seventy-five countries
at national, sub national, re-
gional levels and even at mu-
nicipal levels in Australia and
in Argentina, The Constitution
of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh which was effective
from the 16th of December
1972, provides for the creation
-of the office of Ombudsman as
per Article 77 of the Constitu-
tion which states :-

1. Parliament may, by law,
provide for the establishment
of the office of Ombudsman

2. The Ombudsman shall ex-
ercise such powers and perform
such functions as parliament
may, by law, determine, includ-
ing the power to investigate any
action taken by a Ministry, a
public office or a public statu-
tory authority ;

3. The Ombudsman shall
prepare an annual report con-
cerning the: discharge of his
functions, and such report shall
be laid before parliament.

The establishment of the In-
stitution of the Ombudsman in
Bangladesh has been a growing
demand since long. The public
at large are being deprived of
their privileges because of their
ignorance and lack of assertive
altitude; rather, with the excep-
tion of a few, they are being ha-
rassed, ill-treated and force to
resort to bribery to get their
work done.

The then government, in
1980, enacted a legislation [The
Ombudsman Act, 1980} provid-
ing for the establishment of the
oftice of Ombudsman but the
provisions of the act are inade-
guate. under which the Om-
budsinan has the authority to
investigate a matter on receipt
of any complaint and report to
the competent authority for
taking necessary actions. The
competent authority will inti-
mate to the Ombudsman the

action taken, within one month
after the expiry of the specified
time for investigation. The Om-
budsman shall be appointed for
a term of three years on the rec-
ommendation of the Parlia-
ment and can be removed by the
President pursuant to the reso-
lution of Parliament supported
by a two-third of the members
on the ground ol proven mis-
conduct or physical incapabil-
ity.

However. realising the situ-
ation existing previously at
different levels, the pgovern-
ment. in the 5th Five year plan
1997-2002 categorically ex-

ressed its desire for the estab-
ishment of a civil society with
absolute transparency in ad-
ministration. With this end in
view at page 551 under sub-para
27.8.2 it is stated "Endemic cor-
ruption and a total absence of
rule of law also adversely af-
fected the well meaning and en-
terprising citizens, Disgusted by
this lack of governance, there is
a growing demand for estab-
lishment of civil society and
good governance, by ushering in
transparency, accountability
and compassion in public busi-
ness ". In the same document at
page 556 sub-para 27.14 em-
phasis has been given to iden-
tilgy the weaknesses of public
administration and bring re-
formative measures in judi-
clary with special emphasis on
the separation of judiciary
wherein the provision for the
establishment of the office of
Ombudsman have been kept by
stating, " Steps will be taken to
provide for the establishment
of the olfic: st an Ombudsman”,

In view of the above and
since the > tler is under active
consideraii;u of the Govern-
ment it is recommended that :-

i. The pe: on to be appointed
as Ombudsiian must be a per-
sonality with scrupulous hon-
esty, ability efficiency. trans-
parency, sciise of responsibility
with of the highest order, pro-

found kn~ "-dge of the laws
and rul - ne country with
NON 7 outlook. We
should «r that the insti-
tution « udsman of Den-
mark suu «l mainly due to

‘the persc., . abilities which
reminds us inat the man behind
the machine is 1more impor-

tant.

ii. The office of Ombudsman
in both form and function must
be independent of the bureau-
cratic intricacies, unwarranted
interference from interested
groups and political figures and
other quarters . :

iti. A free press and an en-
lightened democratic society. is
essential for proper functioning
of the office u?ﬂmbrudsman.

iv. The role of public ser-
vants and public figures at var-
ious levels should be well de-
fined for the purpose of trans-
parenc% and smooth function-
ing of the office of Ombudsman.

v, It'may be a wise step to
place the Bureau of Anti-cor-
ruption under the Ombudsman
Institution at national and di-
visional levels and for that
purpose the office of Ombuds-
man may be initially extended
upto divisional levels and grad-
ually upto municipal levels.

vi. The Ombudsman. i.e. the
person leading the Institution
‘must have free access to infor-
mation, general accessibility,
openness and trarisparency of
the highest level.

vii. The Ombudsman will
operate as an agent of the people
and guard civil rights against
bureaucratic ' injustices and
abuse of power and must work
as a guardian to ensure rule of
law, civil and human rights and
do away with corruption at all
levels of the government ma-
chinery but only without any
jurisdiction over the deci-
sions/verdicts of the Court.

viii. The Ombudsman should
have the power to ask to produce
any documents, call any
body/official and seek any in-
formation relating to any com-
plaints but not relating to na-
tional security.

ix. The Ombudsman should

undertake extensive tours and

inspections with a view to ac-
quaint himself with matters re-
lating to his official functions
and make the public aware of
the existence of such an office.
X. The establishment of a
separate office of Ombudsman
to guard against military abuse
of power, irregularities and cor-
ruptions may also be kept in the
minds of the policy makers or
the same office of Ombudsman
may be empowered to deal with
such matters as it exists in
Sweden and Denmark. exclu-
sive only of the jurisdiction
over military strategy and na-
tional security.
- xi: The Ombudsman will
submil a quarterly report on
his steps and actions with rec-
ommendations to the Head of
the Government, Head of the
State and Parliament.

Site Selection for the Pro

+ by Prof A. S. Islam

have read with

interest Dr

Azad's article bn "Some
thoughts on the proposed
Biotechnology Institute and the
establishment of Biotechnol
in Bangladesh”. The article
‘appeared recently in The Daily
Star.

Dr Azad is an accredited
specialist in his own field,
namely, vaccine biotechnology
and secondly, he is now one of
the members of the Council of
Scientific Advisers (CSA) of the
International Centre for Ge-
netic Engineering and Biotech-
nology (ICGEB), Trieste. Italy.
Bangladesh is a member coun-

of this world body set up by
UNIDO in mid-eighties to Eelp
developing countries with fi-
nances and rt advice in or-
der that the latter take up pro-
gramme on genetic engineering
and biotechnology. The various
programmes of ICGEB encom-
pass both basic and applied side
of biotechnology as related to
the economic development of
the member countries which
number to date over sixty.

While acknowledging the
contribution made by the plant
tissue culture scientists, in his
article, Dr Azad has rightly
pointed out that the application
of contemporary molecular bij-
nluﬁy and genetic engineering
technologies is sine qua non to
the plant tissue culture research
in order to produce genetically
modified high yielding plants

containing genes for [lood,
and drought resistance and-*

other desirable agronomic
characters. Dr Azad points out,
and rightly so that we are al-
ready lagging behind the devel-
o countries by a few decades
in the disciplines of contempo-
rary molecular and cellular bi-
ology and with each Fassing day
we are falling even further be-
hind.

In the light of the prevailing
situation as obtainin in
Bangladesh in the field of
biotechnology, Dr Azad's advice
has been a grnpriate and
timely. He rigg 37 says that the
application o emerging
biotechnology will not only add
value to what has already been
achieved in the field of tissue
culture but would also open up
unlimited opportunities in drug
discovery concomitant with the
production of new drugs, diag-
nostics and wvaccines. %f
Bangladeah could act on Dr
Azad's advice by establishing
the proposed institute at a suit-
able location and embark upon
the selected programmes with

great
ed A

“utilisin

Proximity of a number of research institutes and universities including the private
ones will increase the centre's usefulness to many more scientists if it's located in and
around Dhaka. . . . For exchange of ideas, it will be much easier for overseas
scientists with limited time at their disposal to visit the institute in Dhak

than at Rajshahi or elsewhere.

full-fledged institute of this
kind with state of the art facili-
ties, being run at an interna-
tional standard, is likely to
generate wealth and make us
self sufficient in food and
health care. It would provide
sufficient strength to our coun-
try to fight against the unholy

scheime ﬂ{ multippational cpm
panies who are always on their

toes lo captlure the market of
developing countries perma-
nently.

Let me elaborate Dr Azad's
standpoint by a few specific ex-
amples as to how proper func-
tioning of the proposed insti-
tute would help us achieve self-
sufficiency in the food and
health sectors. This institute
may be able to produce tomato
varieties similar to “Flavr
Savr”, recently released in the
USA market. It has a longer
shelf life with better taste. One
can well imagine the value of
such a gene, which
slows down the ripening pro-
cess of fruits. Perhaps the same
gene, if modified, could be in-

serted into some of our popular

[ruits, such as mango, pineap-
ple, jack-fruit, banana, and if
successful will prevent the huge
loss that takes place every year
from over-ripening and even-
tual loss of these crops.

It will be very much within
the scope of such an institute to
produce hybrid rice contribut-
ing to yield-increase of our
principal staple cereal, boll
worm resistant American cot-
ton, salt resistant rice varieties.
Recently released in the UK, a

enetically engineered novel
reed of goat with a human gene
in its system for high quality
protein is what we need for our
country and such breeding pro-
ramme can be undertaken in
e proposed institute. Another

lucrative: ; 1 ro-
duction n?rﬁqﬁ%?en Ek rﬁl of
vaccines including those

against hepatitis B and bio-
farming. The latter aims at
creating protein-rich vegetables

capable of conferring immu- °

nity to the users against life-
threatening diseases such as
hepatitis B for which it would
ca antibodies,

conditions for them to work, we
may be able to harvest the fruits

of their labour. If not perma-
nently, they may come to

Bangladesh temporarily i.e., for

the period needed to train our
young scientists and set in mo-
tion the selected research pro-
grammes. Their periodic visits
to evaluate the work in progress
in the institute will ensure that
the projects are running in the
right direction to yield the de-
sired results.

Now the big question is; Can
we launch such an ambitious
programme in an institute lo-
cated in a place other than the
ca{ﬂtal city Dhaka? The diffi-
culties of establishing the main
biotechnology Institute outside
Dhaka, as I see it, are the fol-
lowing:

1. Lack of infrastructure, not
that Dhaka has everything but
much more than any other city
of Bangladesh can claim.

2. Load-shedding is a big
problem much more in other

cities Lhan experienced in
Dhaka. This is one major single
factor which goes against
setting up a bio- molecular re-
search institute where failure of
power supply, even for a short
period means damage to sensi-
tive instruments,

3. Proximity of a number of
research institutes and univer-
sities including the private ones
will increase the centre's use-
fulness to many more scientists
if it's located in and around
Dhaka. Besides, -collaborative

research projects, involving
different isciplines of
biotechnology, will be easier

and more eftective.

4., Delay in the availability
of perishables e,g. restriction
enzymes etc. to the centre will
be a stumbling block if it is lo-
cated in Rajshahi or elsewhere.
As it is, the researchers in
Dhaka find it difficult to clear
these perishables even though
Lhese scientists have ready ac-
cess to officers dealing with the
clearance of these items.

5. Interaction between S&T
and the institute's scientists
will be faster, easier. Some-
times in the past, the concerned

jshahi.

should eve

short notice of a few hours and
being near to the Ministry they
could make their services
available. |

6. For exchange of ideas, it
will be much easier for overseas
scientists with limited time at
their disposal to visit the insti-
tute in Dhaka than at Rajshahi
or elsewhere. The Jamuna
bridge has facilitated the trip
between Dhaka and Rajshahi

- but still there is a_time factor

which we cannot ignore when
we are already TEN YEARS be-
hind even compared to some of
our neighbours such as India,
Thailand, Singapore. Malaysia,

' the Philippines, Vietnam, Pak-

istan ete.

The Botany Department,
Dhaka University has got
recognition from ICGEB as one
of its affiliated centre. Obvi-
ously, ICGEB will not be happy

to know if GOB takes the deci-

sion to establish the Biotech:-
nology Research Centre at Ra-

jshahi, How could we convince

the ICGEB authority that the
pace of biotechnology research
will not slow down consider-
ably if the institute is estab-
lished at the BCSIR Centre, Ra-
This  may result in
ICGEB’s unwillingness to allo-
cate sufficient funds for collab-
orative research; they are to be
convinced that we have both fa-
cilities and manpower to under-
take joint project(s).

I agree wholeheartedly with
the Secretary, S&T and the
Chairman of BCSIR that "why
ing be centred in
Dhaka?" But in my opinion we
should not start this COSTLY

experiment of decentralisation
by takin
the vitally important Biotech-
nology Institute in the com-
pound of BCSIR, Rajshahi. An
wrong decision at this st
cause an irreparable loss to the
country's progress.

a decision to set up

e will

1 have a suggestion which

may bring about an amicable
settlement between the propo-
nents advocating the estab-
lishment of the centre in and
around

Dhaka and those
against it. Let the Rajshahi
campus of the BCSIR be selected
for a state of the art institute of
plant tissue culture for com-

state-of-the-art research

posed Biotechnology Institute

National Botanical Research
Institute [INBRI) and The Cen--
tral Institute of Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) both
located at Lucknow, India.

In 1995, BAPTC approached
FAO for funds for creation of
such an institute: and the local
office of FAO recommended the
case strongly to its headquar-
ters, Rome. If S&T supports the
idea spelled out above, it may be
able to procure funds for a:
Commercial Tissue Culture
Centre at Rajshahi. In that case
we will have two institutes, one
alt Dhaka for molecular biolo
aspect of biotechnology and the
other at Rajshahi for commer-
cial plant tissue culture,

The Botany Department of
Rajshahi University has a good
tissue culture laboratory and a
number of devoted staff mem-
bers working in the commercial
aspect of this discipline. The
services of the latter may be
loaned to build up that centre
with the concerned staff mem-

rs.of B . Raj '
h?rls}?aw% 'aI:.rRay[s?ma vg{]?é]l’ted that

considering the importance of
biotechnology, there should be
more than one centre in
Bangladesh in spite of the huge
cost to set up such facilities.
Furthermore, I have pleaded
that active molecular biolo
%mups. regardless of their af-
iliation and location, should
be supported with both capital
expenditure and liberal runni
cost. From that point of view
both in Rajshahi and Chit-
tagong, faci'}ities for biomolec-
ular research must be created
but not at the cost of abandon-
ing the idea of establishing the
main institute in and around
Dhaka.

GOB proposed the name of
Dr A Azad as a contestant for a
seat In CSA and now that he
has been elected thereto, we
should give utmost importance
to his advice and consult him
on every important policy mat-
ter relating to the development
of Biotechnology in the country.
| hope the authorities concernéd
will kindly give a serious
thought to Dr Azad's suggestion
on the choice of site selection
for the proposed Biotechnology
Institute; and without bein
prejudicial for the sake o
decentralisation, take the
appropriate decision to speed
up the establishment of the
Biotechnology Institute ready
to serve the country with }'_ts
a-
cilities equipped with ace scien-
tists. .

The writer is former Presi-
dent of BAPTC {Bangladesh As:

Bank's Vice-Prestdent for Pri-
vate Sector Development and
Infrastructure.

]

e have expertise working
overseas to work in these areas
and by creating appropriate

world's population—over 2.5 scientist(s] located in Dhaka
billion people—live in cities.

and roughly a third of them in
TOM & JERRY

mercial micropropagation like  sociation for Plant Tissue Cul-
the Tissue Culture Unit of the  ture)

S e

an::'lrgrnductivit}r.
ese innovations and oth-

ers are inspiring. They prove

were asked by the Ministry to
attend important meetings at

our country less dependent on

I ace scientists, it would make
imported technolo

. Besirles, a

. |

YOU KNOW, JAMES.
THAT'S A 600D

IT WASNT
IMPORTANT,

James Bond

= BY LAN FLEMING NYLA. BUT TELL UESTION... IT'S
= ME SOMETHING AT I'VE BEEN
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