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Well Done

TTYHE opposition's car rally campaign against

'government's failures' passing smoothly
through the Bangabandhu Bridge, the first day of
the 'long march' to Panchagarh, passed off
relievingly peacefully., We thank Begum Zia who
led from the front and personally supervised the
operations occasionally stepping back to ensure
that everything was going right. She has lived up to
her part of the deal struck with the government to
address the latter's concern over the bridge's safety.
This is the essence of responsible leadership
demanding that party supporters obey the law,
play by the rules of democratic behaviour.

But we would have been certainly happier if we
were spared the embarrassment of having to report
that no toll was paid for the few hundred cars that
crossed the bridge on Sunday. However, the BNP
made amends last afternoon, paying the dues in
one go. The opposition surely deserves a pat on the
back for showing the sensibility to clear the toll,
thereby not letting the not-too-small a lapse spoil
the goodwill they have earned by their peaceful
march on the first day.

Sensible decision on the government's part to let
the opposition passage through the bridge has cer-
tainly saved the country from another round of
confrontational politics. A hartal would have cer-
tainly entailed in case of the ruling party’s obsti-
nacy, We are glad that sensibility dawned on both
sides at the right moment. It is now a common
knowledge that a day's hartal costs the country
some 300 to 400 crore taka. Sensible politics is
good not only for the people but also for the econ-

omy. We have always advocated for sensible poli- -

tics and maturity in leadership. The long march
episode suggests both the government and the op-
position may have finally pay heed to our solicita-
tion. -

The campaign being an on-going process there is
need for caution on both sides till the long march
reaches its destination, the country's northern-
most tip Panchagarh. Just as the opposition
should not lower its guard for a moment so also is
the government expected to carry on its sensible
policy to let the former enjoy its right to dissent in
the fullest measure. It is democracy that must come

out a winner.

The gains of the government-BNP deal on the
long march issue have put a sort of positive shine
on our negative political culture. Let's use this win-
dow of opportunity for improving the badly soured
government-opposition relationship so that we
land on the doorway to constructive national poli-

- Power Plight :

OWER and plight seem to have become synony-

mous these days. If it isn't the generation sys-
tem going kaput, then it is the distribution system.
If it isn't collapse of a power tower, then it is the
snapping up of a transmission line. If it isn't some
weird accident, then it is lack of maintenance. The
end result is more or less the same: disruption of
power supply over a large area for hours together

and woes tor the residernts.
The latest in the series of power disasters oc-

curred when a tower of 132 KV Ashuganj-Kishore-
ganj transmission line collapsed and fell into the
Brahmaputra near Bhairab in the early hours of
Saturday. Five districts in the greater My-
mensingh region immediately plunged into dark-
ness: The people of Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Sher-
pur, Kishoreganj and Netrakona have been without
electricity and, therefore, piped water. Any alter-
native arrangement to restore power supply looked
highly unlikely betore Monday evening.

In one of our recent editorials, we urged the
power authorities to mind the maintenance busi-
ness on the distribution network. Unfortunately,
our plea seems to have fallen on deal ears. Mainte-
nance still remains the Achilles’ tendon in the
power sector, Delayed attention of the Power De-
velopment Board (PDB) is reported to have led to
the collapse of the tower, thereby triggering off a
big-scale crisis.

One wonders when the power people will come to
their senses and live up to their responsibilities.
They do not seem aware of the dreadful conse-
querices the frequent power failures may lead to,
both on economic and social fronts. The flare-up of
Old Dhaka residents, frustrated and enraged fol-
lowing hours, and even days, without electricity
and water, is not an incident of distant past. In
view of public outcries the administration has al-
ready gone on alert deploying law-enforcement
personnel at the power installations to ward off
unpleasant incidents. We earnestly hope the power
people place the disconcerting developments in
proper perspective and act accordingly.

All-pervading Corruption

list of corrupt Asian countries has been pub-

lished by an international NGO, the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF). The news published in The
Daily Star Monday shows Singapore at the bottom
of the list and Indonesia on top among eleven na-
tions of Asia. Though Bangladesh did not feature
in the main report, she was put on top of the list of
thirteen nations by the NGO.

We do not wish to go for a comparative study but
we know this to be true that corruption is endemic
in our country. The supreme irony is, this abom-
inable problem has never been addressed by any
administration in this country and nobody wants
to face it or talk about it. It has never been dis-
cussed threadbare in any public forum nor in the
Parliament. As a result we are having to live with
this social scourge which is getting bigger and big-

ger by the day. Corruption is rampant in almost all
institutions of the country.

The best our leaders have done to eliminate this
social evil is blame the previous regime. This is a

favourite tune with the government in power to

eliminate corruption. No tangible attempt has
been made by any party while in power. But we all
know and agree that this should be done. This huge
problem calls for a massive campaign and we must
all be prepared to talk about it freely and frankly
to be sufficiently sensitised on the issue to launch

L_the crusade.

- —

| against all odds.

-

Chinese embassy in

Belgrade. horrible as it
was, was not just a military
mistake and intelligence
blunder, it was a diplomatic
disaster that will take many
weeks to repair. The bombing
?I"Dbﬂb]}’ doomed argr prospects
or a prompt diplomatic
solution to the war in Kosovo
and may have changed the
terms on which the conflict
may be ultimately settled.

The embassy bombing
sparked huge protests in China
and the povernment demanded
that the United States apolo-
gise, investigate the bombing
and severely punish those re-
sponsible for it.

The first of the demands has
been met. The second demand
almost certainly will be, and
the third ought to be — not so
much because the Chinese
called for punishment as be-
cause the bombing was so un-
necessary and disasirous.

Embarrassed US officials
said the US B-2 bomber hit the
target it had aimed at. Trouble
is, pilots were given defective
information by the CIA and
other US intelligence agencies.
so the target was wrong. The ba-
sis of the errorswas an outdated
map used by analysts. The map
didn't include the new location
of the Chinese embassy.

The attack on the embassy is
just the latest in a series of ap-
parent intelligence failures for
which the CIA has been held re-
sponsible. A year ago, il was
caught by surprise when India
carried out underground nu-
clear tests. In early August, the
US embassy in Kenya was de-
stroyed by a bomb a few months
after the US ambassador there

THE NATO bombing of the

(Third of four articles)

3 HE magistracy and the
judges must be scrupu-

lously honest, conscien-
tious and just and fair to deliver
the goods. They must be above
corruption and external infhi-
ence and maintain neutralitly
in the trial of the cases. Unfor-
tunately the present day magis-
tracy and judiciary have also
earned bad reputation about
their honesty and integrity
which has Eaclly tarnished
their image. As such the present
generation of the magistracy
cannot play an effective role in
the maintenance of law and or-
der by punishing the guilty and
protecting the innocent.

In order to improve the qual-
ity of the magistracy and to in-
still in them a sprit of honesty,
integrity and impartiality, it is
esserilial to restructure the ser-
vices of magistracy and upgrade
their status and service condi-
tions. With this objective in
view magistracy should be di--
vided into (wo streams, namely
executive magistrates and judi-
cial magistrates. Executive
magdisirates will remain at-
tached lo the district magis-
trates for perlorming execiitive
lunictions as magistrates. They
will continue to remain em-
bers of the BCS administrative

USSIA'S embattled
R Eresldent Boris Yeltsin
as successfuly fended off
a serious attempt to impeach
him by the critics amidst
speculations that his opponents
had enjoyed an edge over him Lo
carry oul their scheme of
things. But it did not happen.
On the contrary. the voting
pattern in the "Duma” — the
parliament — showed that his
communist foes cut a sorry
figure in their bid although they
had brought as many as five
charges against him ranging
from disbanding of the former
mighty Soviet Union to his role
in launching the bloody and
brutal war in Chechnia in 1994-
96. While the opponents came
close to recommend the im-
peachment on only one charge
— the Chechen war — their ef-
forts fell far short of the re-
quired two third votes to ap-
prove the process of removing
the president [rom office. No
doubl, the disbanding of the So-
viet Union in which Yeltsin is
perceived to have played a key
role. remains a controversial
subject even to the people of (o-
day's Russian federation as
views are divided on whether or
not this has helped the people 1o
improve the quality of their life
although the society has turned
democratic. Reports coming in
from Russia over the past two or
three years certainly confirm
this situation in the former
Soviet Union particularly what
is Russian federation today,
Anyway, withoul going into
the polemics of the economic
conditions and access of the
common people to basic neces-
sities during pre and post com-
munism periods one has to ad-
mit that Yeltsin is the first
democratically elected presi-
dent of the country which is
still very large even after sev-
eral smaller parts becoming in-
dependent. The bid to impeach
him was evidently a carefully
designed plan by the opponents
but it failed much to the dismay
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Mistaken Target and Disastrous Outcome

The timing of the embassy blunder was atrocious; it occurred just as Russian envoy Viktor
Chernomyrdin — with US support — was preparing for a trip to Belgrade to promote a plan that
would end the Kosovo conflict. Now that peace plan — like the Chinese embassy — has been badly
damaged; Chernomyrdin cancelled his trip.

had sought major security im-
provements, and later that
month the US bombed — prob-
ably mistakenly — a pharma-
ceutical plant in Sudan thought
to be linked to Osama Bin
Laden. During this bombing, it
was announced that the plant
was linked to the production of
chemical weapons. Yet earlier
this month the US unfroze the
assels of the Saudi businessman
who owned the plant.

The timing of the embassy

blunder was. atrocious; it oc-
curred just as Russian envo

Viktor Chernomyrdin — wit

US support — was preparing for
a trip to Belgrade to promote a
plan that would end the Kosovo
conflict. Now that peace plan —
like the Chinese embassy — has

been badly damaged; Cher-

nomyrdin cancelled his trip.
Chinese anger at the em-
bassy bombing is understand-
able. The US should undertake
steps to appease China and its
legitimate demands. But there
is also great danger in letting
emotions get out of hand. To put
this bombing in perspective, it
needs to be emphasised that
while NATO attacked an em-
bassy. Yugoslav tanks and
troops have methodically and
routinely destroyed thousands
of homes, farms and even cities

in Kosovo, deliberately murder-

ing people and making others
homeless.

And, while the US has apol-
ogised for its blunder and will
probably take other steps to

How to

demonstrate its contrition, not
a peep of remorse has emanated
from the lips of Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slovodan Milosevic. The
US committed a terrible mis-

take: Milosevic commits war

crimes. -
The mistaken attack has

raised three sensitive issues for
the NATO leaders. Will it end
the diplomatic initiatives to
end the conflict? Will it affect
public opinion in the NATO
countries for the military ac-
tion? And will it affect how the
air campaign will be conducted
in the future?

AeasnLn H M
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In recent weeks, NATO lead-

ers were encouraged by the re-

sults of diplomatic activities,
The emergence of Russia as a
key player in the search for a
diplomatic solution was a clear
sign of progress. The Chinese
dimension has now compli-
cated matters. As a price for
eventually getting Russian and
Chinese agreement to a UN res-
olution — for an armed NATO-
led Kosovo peace-keeping force
that Slobodan Milosevic has
resisted — NATO may now have
‘lo halt its bombing campaign.
Chinese and Russian veto-

power in the Security Council
means that they can block any
UN resolution for legitimising
any international force in
. Kosovo.

The impact on public sup-
port for the air campaign is
more difficult to gauze, The em-
bassy bombing has created
some erosion ol support among
the general public in the NATO
countries. The publicised bomb-
ing errors, such as, the bombing
of a passenger train, a refugee
convoy, and civilian buildings
have created some confusion
cdespite the air campaign slowly

. i

but sleadily achieving its goal.
lgnoring strong domestic
protests, the Italian and Greek
governments are solidly behind
the NATO campaign.

The embassy debacle will
certainly lead to extra caution
in selecting bombing sites in
the urban areas. This may
mean that cities like Belgrade
may see a decline in NATO sor-
ties flown and targets hit.

The weakest point of NATO's
military strategy has been the
link between the air campaign
and the control of Kosovo on
Lthe ground. Military campaign

"normally begins with

air
strikes in order to soften up an
enemy s military apparatus.
Then it is followed by ground
operation. But Clinton's aver
sion to the use of combat ground
troops has left the NATO mili-
tary commanders with few tac-
tical options except keepin
pounding on Serb targets tiﬁ
Milosevic blinks.

The issue that is more diffi-
cult to predict with certainty is
how bad and how permanent
the impact of the embassy
bombing will be on the bilateral
Sino-US ties. China expects the
US to make significant conces-
sions on sensitive military,
trade and diplomatic issues to
gel the relationship back on
track.

In addition to seeking full
apology from the US and NATO
countries, China is also de-
manding other conciliatory
measures from the US, such as,
abandoning the idea of includ-
ing Taiwan in the proposed de-
velopment of a US-backed de-
fence umbrella in Asia; approv-
ing China's bid to join the WTO
without demanding any sub-
stantial lurther opening of

Chinese markets, and dismiss-
ing allegations that a Chinese

spy passed US niuclear secrets to
China.

The bombing triggered vio-
lent mass protests throughout
China. Although these protests
were, in some cases, encouraged
by the authorities, they carry-a
deeper message. The conserva-

Stop Lawlessness and Terrorism

by Mohammad Siddiquer Rahman

Upgrading of magistracy should make the position of
status, better remuneration and thereby attract peop

magistrates more dignified, give them hfgher
le of higher quality, better ability and honesty.

cadre and be under the control
of the Establishment Minisiry.
The judicial magistrates on the
other hand will constitute a
new and independent cadre of
service and will in due course
enjoy the powers of a sessions
judge. They will be separaled
from the executive branch of
the governinent and placed un-
der the administrative control
of the Supreme Court. This
would create an independent
judiciary for the magistrates as
is required under our constitu-
tion so that they may remain
outside the orbit of political
and executive pressure and in-
fluence. This would also enable
the judicial magistirates to act
neutrally and justly. They
should be separately recruited
on the result of a competitive
examination [from amongst
master degree holders and must
have a degree in law. They
should be given a higher grade
ol pay and the pay of secretary
to the government before their
retirement. They may also be
made eligible to be raised to the
high court and Supreme Court
like the civil judges.

Will Yeltsin Em

The judicial
should also be made responsi-
ble for inspection of the tlianas
under their jurisdiction o en-
sure Lhat there is no delay in the
invesligation ol the cases and
it submission of charge sheets
against the accused persons. He
should also see that there is no
unnecessary harassmenl of the
accused during the period of
trial, Trials should be com-
pleted within a prescribed time
limit and action should be
taken against persons con-
cerned for causing unnecessary
delay in the trial. The Assistant
Commissioner of Police and the
OC of the thana must remain
present during the inspection of
the magistrate according to the
time-table given by him.

The magistrate should also
hold local court for hearing BL
cases under section 110 CrPC to
bind down known and habitual
criminals and terrorists who
should be required to furnish
bonds tor good conduct. If nec-
essary a new law may be passed
to enable the court to hold open
irial and take public evidence
against terrorists and armed

magisirates

erge Stro

hooligans to bind them under a
surety bond for good conduct.
According to a recent news-
paper report, 30,000 cases were
pending in the courts of Dhaka
city alone. It is well known that
justice delayed is justice denied.
Therefore special tribunals
should be set up for trial of
criminal cases related to terror-
ism, armed violence and
heinous crimes. and given
summary powers for prompt
trial of such cases. Similarly
laws may be passed to enable
the government to vest sum-
mary powers to any other court
of the magisirate or the sessions
judge and require them to com-
plete the trial of the cases

within a prescribed time lirnit.

A guestion may arise as to
whether there is any need to
have a separate executive mag-
istracy. Yes, executive magis-
trates would be required for
functional necessity as magis-
trates are needed for undertak-
mﬁ many executive functions
other than trial of cases. They
also need magisterial experi-
ence for district administration
and secretarial functions.

Upgrading of magistracy
should make the position of
magistrates more dignified,
give them higher status, better
remnuneration and thereby at-
tract people of higher quality,
better ability and honesty. Sim-
ilarly, upgrading of police
should also produce a better
quality and more effective po-
lice force,

These restructuring and up-
grading are no doubt radical

measures, bul without such rad-

ical approach the present day
terrorism and crime cannot be
stopped. Mere tinkering at ex-
isting police and magistracy,
transferring a few officers here
and there or drawing depart-
mental procecdings apainst
some of themn are not going to do
much good. It is true that the
proposed restructuring and up-
grading will involve substantial
additional cost. But such costs
will be more than rewarded if
these measures can banish
lawlessness and armed violence
from the country and give the
people security and rule of law.
After all, the first duty ol the
stale is to provide security to

nger after

Abortive Bid to Impeach Him ?

President Yeltsin appears to have emerged stronger at home for the time being but whether he can
maintain it for long is a big question. . . But the failure of the impeachment attempt will definitely
give him a reprieve.

of the critics. Even the pionicers
of the attempt felt badly shinken
by the votes which they re-
motely conceived of. "It is bad
that the impeachment has
failed badly" a deflated Gen-
nady Zyupanov remarked after
the voting. He and his fellow
communists who had spent
nearly a year mounting their
ffensive against the Kremlin
ere shocked at the outcome of
the balloting. President Yeltsin
with failing health and myriad
economic and political prob-
lems in his hands will obvi-
ously feel relieved al the devel-
omuent. But does is really make
him stronger in» the Russian
federation 7 What impact this
will have on the critics at home
? Will he now have a bigger
voice in respect of dealing with
the Uniled States particularly
at this hour when his country is
involved in a bitter row with
NATO over the "Kosovo" crisis ?
Will this change his strategy of
clinging to the helm? And fi-
nally, why the impeachment
bid has failed and what could be
the influence of this develop-
mernt on the Russian politics?
The landmark vote — the
first ever to impeach the demo-
cratically elected president —
required 300 in number in the
lower house parliament(Duma)
but only the charge against the
president on the Chechen war
received 283 votes while the rest
four charges including one for
shelling the parliament in 1993
secured much less, In the
Chechen war, upto 80,000 peo-
ple and soldiers died and is seen
as the bloodiest in the history
of the country since the death of
Stalin. "We must set a precedent

for punishing the authorities
for their crimes” Grigory
Yavlinsky. whose liberal party
has 46 votes, had shouted before
the balloting but he too was al-
most creastiallen after the ocut-
come. The charges against the
president were serious and it
was assumed that at least one or
two of them will receive the
necessary votes to begin the im-
peachment process. But the cril-
ics might have lost sight of the
fact that the current NATO cri-
sis had considerably improved
Yeltsin's position at home.

The 68-year-old ailing pres-
ident, who largely remained
confined within hospitals and
restricted office work of late,
unexpectedly became too active
since the NATO bombing of Yu-
grz,ﬂﬁlavia began. Although no
onger a superpower an active
role the Moscow, president
Yeltsin thought, in dealing with
the NATO crisis would enhance
his image as an active head of
state internationally and pay
handsome dividends at home in
political crisis, He is largely
right as many recalcitrant
deputies in the Duma have sided
with him after they saw the

resident work fulltime with
resh vigour during the NATO
crisis. There is no denying that
the NATO tangle has brought
Russia to the centrestage of in-
ternational politics and Yeltsin

N\l MATTERS #E
AROUND US

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
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is very much there regardless of
the elficacy or rationale of
Moscow's policy on the issue.
The voting coinciding the NATO
bombin %elped the president
ward off the impeachment at-
lempt.

Many deputies saw a parallel
between (he impeachment of
Ainerican president Bill Clin-
ton and that of their own presi-
dent. They saw the attempl as
"half-hearted" and also took
into consideration the fact that
the upper house is likely to be
more soft to the president on
the issue. Only 348 lawmakers

-in the Duma took part in the

voting after Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky's ultra-nationalist Lib-
eral Democratic Party boy-
cotted the session in support of
the president. By firing prime
minister Yevgeny Primakov,
who enjoyed broad supdmrt in
the Duma, the embattled presi-
dent sent a strong signal that he
could still overcome the prob-
lems that a largely hostile
lower house of parliament is
creating for him and this
favoured him in the ultimate

“analysis.

The problems of president
Yeltsin are many — both politi-
cally and economically. The
NATO crisis helped him domes-
tically and internationally as
far as his authority and ability

. 1

"Culture and th

issue of disability"

Sir, We are glad to see the ar-
ticle titled "Culture and the is-
sue of disability” in the DS on
April 13, 1999. Nowadays dis-
abled
ing their self-initiative voices
Over the
decade it has a great signifi-
cance by ubaerﬁng separate na-
tional disabled day. Printing

iIssues on covering disability is

a strong step for the news me-
dia. _

persons have started rais- -

the DS,

Shahidul Haque
Executive Director. SARPV.

They must listen to

us

Sir, As residents of Dhaka
city, I think we must protest the
decision of PM to cut down the
trees at Osmani Udyan. As 1
work in Motijheel, I face the
horrible pollution every day.

The situation will get worse if

We appreciate the eflfort of

we Keep on cutting trees.

For the PM or the high offi-

cials of the government, it's
very easy to give such instruc-
tions because they take joyride
by A/C cars. Let them come to
Motijheel by a scooter or rick

shaw or bus, | am sure they will

understand why we don't want:

it to make happen.

This is our country, our city

— they must listen to us,

Rahnuma Hossain
Dhalka

NATO goes brute

Sir. Every Chinese national
all over the world felt erfraged
by the brutality of NATO's at-
tack on Chinese Embassy in
Belgrade. NATO's so-called mis-
lake is a kind of aggression to
China's sovereignty and a kind
of ignoring Chinese people's
rights.  Chinese nationals liv-
ing in Bangladesh strongly
condemn this kind of brutality.

Boris Wan
Banani, Dhaka

to deal with a grave situation is
perceived even though the im-
broglio remains a big challenge
for Moscow and it remains to be
seen how eventually the crisis
is resolved. It is possible that he
will seek to be heard more seri-
ously on this issue. Russia has
traditional links with the Serbs
and Moscow's response to the
situation in Kosovo is certainly
testing the wisdom of its leader-
ship lacing a strong NATO led
by the United States. The oppoa-

tive forces within China are us-
ing these protests to strike a
blow against the policy of en-
gagement with the US pursued
by President Ziang Zemin and
Prime Minister Zhu Rongji.

Zhu's economic reforms and
efforts to streamline govern-
ment have left him unpopular
in certain quarters within the
government. His position has
also been weakened by the US
rebuff of his WTO offer. A fur-
ther breakdown of relationship
with the US would leave him
isolated within the govern-
ment.

Both sides need to take steps
to diffuse the current situation.
China needs to acknowledge US
apology as well as the extent of
Serbian atrocities in Kosovo.
The US and other NATO coun-
tries, on the other hand, need to
involve China in any longer
lerm solution of the Kosovo
problem.

It cannot be denied that Lhe
present strain in the Sino-US
relationship has been exacer-
bated by the hardline US posi-
tion on China's entry to the
WTO. In recent weeks, China
appeared to be near a deal with
the US on its WTO membership
— potentially the culmination
of China's "open door" policy
since the early 1980s. If the US
warnlts a more open and coopera-
tive China, it should continue
lo engage the current leaders
who olfer that prospect.

The best way to support the
reformist approach of the cur-
renit Chinese leadership would
be to admit China to the WTO.
In the absence of such a deal.
there is very little the Chinese
leaders can show to their people
as the benefits from a policy of
engagement with the US.

Restructure and Upgrade Magistracy

the people from external ag-
gression and internal lawless-
ress.,

Simultaneously with the
improvement of service condi-
tions of the magistrates, provi-
sion should be made for heavy
punishment for them for cor-
ruption and dereliction of du-
ties. Judicial tribunals at dif-
ferent levels should be consti-
tuted for enquiry and trial of
the magistrates in case of alle-
gation of corruption against
them. Corruption should be
punishable by imprisonment
and fine and should automati-
cally make them liable for
dismissal. The judicial tribunal
for enquiry and trial of magis-
trates and judges below the level
of Additional District Magis-
trate and Additional District
Judge may be headed by a Se-
nior District Judge as Chair-
man. The judicial tribunal for
enquiry and trial of officers of
the level ‘of Additional District
Magistrate and Additional Dis-
trict Judge and above should be
constituted with a Judge of the
High Court and Supreme Court
as its Chairman. Such cases
should be completed within a
period of there months under
summary procedures.

The author is a former Cabi-
net Secretary and Ambassador.

nents, after the failure to im-
peach him, will expectedly
think of new stralegies while
smarting under frustration. He
has the big task now belfore him
of appointing a new prime
minister.

President Yeltsin appears to
have emerged stronger at home
for the time being but whether
he can maintain it for long is a
big question. For, the tempo-
rary incidental success may not
favour an ‘ailing president
somewhat forced to play a piv-
otal role currently in NATO and
other affairs. His hands are full
with economic and political
problems while the eventual
unfolding of the "Kosovo" issue
will also influence his fale. But
the failure of the impeachment
attempt will definitely give him
a reprieve,

~OPINION

"Govt Should ie....”

ol

Neelima Islam

All my praises go for Mahiluz
Anain's commentary "Govt
should be wise 1o lift ban on
march over bridge" in the 15
May edition and subsequently
"We hope this marks a new be-
ginning" in the 16 May edition

“of The Daily Star. It seemed as

though the actions of both the
parties were corresponding to
his commentaries. So, keep on
speaking out your mind... for
perseverance has started pay-
ing. Yes. the compromise be-
tween the two lion political par-
ties is a great ru':*:lhet].:l like rain in
the desert!

However, let us first applaud
the Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student front of
Awami League, for setting a
unique example of political co-
existence before the parent or-
ganisations did. The event took
place on Wednesday 12 May at
Sir Salimullah Medical College
(SSMC] premises, marking the
freshers’s reception for the cur-
rent session and the conlerence
of SSMC unit of the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD), the
student front of BNP, A group of
BCL leaders of SSMC unit led b
its president Akhter Ahmeci/
Shuvo presented a bouquet of
Rajanigandha to BNP Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia, who
responded with a beaming face
amidst cheers and applause
from the audience. It was a rare
event and worth praising in-
deed.

Then, just after three days,
the parent organisations of the
above two student wings suc-

cesslully worked oul a com-
promise between themselves,
Now. we can surely see the sil-
ver lining! We must agree once
dgain that nothing is impossi-
ble for a nation who had fought
the War of Liberation with a
single and unified spirit and till
now has been fighting against
the natural calamities one after
the other. amidst other odds.
For some reasons, we have lost
that unified spirit of political
co-existence, which is so essen-
tial for forging ahead in compe-
tence with the developing
world. We must therefore, re-
vive Lhat spirit.

If the two biggest political
parties of our country can come
out of the shell of egotism and
realize the fact that there is 'no
loss of face' when a decision is
taken in the greater interest of
the country. then certainly we
have a reason for sowing high
expectations in resolving other
political differences. This sern-
sible step in the political trend
would enhance the public trust
on our politicians, We extend
our heartlelt thanks to the Gov-
ernment for coming forward in
reaching a compromise with
the Opposition. We also appre-
ciate the Opposition's stance in
agreeing to the conditions laid
by the Government taking into
consideration, the greater in-
terest of the country. After all,
the nearly-a-billion-dollar
bridge {B.JME] is a public prop-
erty and the responsibility of
maintaining its security lies on

all sane citizens.
#




