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Freedom or Licence

Over the past two weeks, events in Pakistan affecting press freedom have created an uproar. Some
known editor and journalists have been arrested, some have been harassed. In the process
objectivity has become a casualty.

LL: good. functioning
demo-cracies need a

strong media. in the face

of almost obsessive state

in power they are lo be held ac-
countable by the print media in
third world countries like Pak-
istan. In the pursuitl of truth,

or may not accept Najam's
viewpoint on a great many is-
sues, one has to defend his right
to express them or report them.

to behave whenever they find-a
"soft" target. One could have
easily asked Najam to give his
point of view about the "offend-
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Importance of Community Health and '
Family Practice

by Dr. Rashid E Mahbub and Dr. Abul Hasnat Milton

OMMUNITY health and
family practice is a newer

some extent, fit into the concept
of lamily Physician, though

lems at community and family
levels. To bridge these gaps,

practices. The socio- economic

control over the electronic feathers will be ruffled. in the Najam's problems arises  ing speech" in New Delhi and concept in Bangl ' ‘ ; i status of doctors are also being
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that tends increasingly to be au-

thoritarian in the absence of

the checks and balances that
any healthy democracy envis-
ages. Over the past two weeks,

events in Pakistan affecting

press freedom have created an
uproar. Some known editor and
journalists have been arrested,
some have been harassed. In the
process objectivity has become
a casuaitf/_

An oflicial media campaign
has been aggressive in its bid to
cow down opposition in the
gress. the government has also

een boorish in defending the
action of its marauding min-
ions. While the press of any
country takes freedom of ex-
pression to be its God-given
right. the functionaries of gov-
.ernment (as in all governments
eventually) take it as licence.
The same standards that ap-
plied when the elected people
now in government were in op-
position do not seem to be ap-
plicable anymore, "inoperative"”
in American parlance.

Without going into specifics
there is room for debate, one

done in good faith,-at seeking
improvements in the prevailing
situation, rather than for deni-
grating something or maligning
somebody. The problem for
third world democrats entering
into the mode of governance o

a country is that they forget
that bureaucrats they inherit

remain the same as for their

opponents, despite some shuf-
fling in the upper reaches of hi-

stating those views becomes
questionable when they were
expressed in what constitutes
‘enemy” territory. One can rant

.and rave in one's house but to go

and complain to a neighbour is
a way out situation and that
also with whom one has a bit-
ter and bloody ongoing quarrel
is certainly not palatable and
gives a ready excuse for the
closet "patriots” to yell "subver-

erarchy theirs is a consistent

policy of suppressing the free-
dom of the press. The leopard
may try to hide its spots, it can-
not change them. Bureaucracy
has an inborn hatred for the
media which is not within its
control.

As such whoever comes into

sion". However Najam states
that his speech has been read
out of context and should be
read as whole before assigning
such labels.

One begs to disagree with
him about many of his views in
his speech, one has to agree
with him that the full text of his

earlier Hussain Haqgani and
his brother, a senior Colonel in
the Army, were taken into cus-
tody when they were walking on
the street at night, for some
time it seemed like a kidnap-
ing before the brother was re-
eased a few hours later and
confirmed that Hussain was in
the hands of some "agency" or
the other, for some reason or
the other. The suspicion is that
"evidence” may be created to
"discipline” his printed views.
1 this gives the govern-
ment a bad name and those in

guw_t:r would do well to come

Hke a ton of bricks on
such behaviour, it is not in
keeping with their image or
what one knows of them. Mian
Nawaz Sharif should remember
that these are the same people
who tried the same things with
his father and family when he
was out of power. I personally
spoke to Mian Sahib on tele-
phone in PIMS, Islamabad that
night when his father was criti-
cally ill because of the excesses
and | remember how charged up
and emotional he was, as he

and social spheres as it applies
to the family as a group or the
individual members thereof.
Therefore, the goal of
Community health and family
practice is to provide a sound
physical, mental. emotional
and social life. Its objectives
are;

1. Management of health
Frublcm at community and
amily level.

2. To treat the sick people in
the community and family.

3. To refer the patient when
needed to appropriate places.

4. To help community and
family members be better in-
formed as regards where to seek
better health care management.

3. To make the patient un-
derstand the disease and its
CONnsequernces.

At present, there are around
25000 medical graduates in this
country, Amongst these 25000
doctors, 9000 are working in
the Government health ser-
vices.. These doctors are em-
ployed in Specialised hospitals,

University and Titas Gas com-
pany, they have physicians who
lalsn provide care at the family
evel.

But they don't have any spe-
cific preventive role to play.
This is another issue whether a
family physician would be re-
sponsible for preventive health
care measures; if yes, then to
what extent? Before the present
era of specialists, the General
Practitioners played a vital role
in family practices, mainly
during the period of 1942 to
1971. But in the post indepen-
dent era, due to mass employ-
ment of doctors by the then
Government and again as these
jobs are transferable, this sys-
tem of General Practice couldn't
sustain anymeore. ~

Now, with the increasing
importance of family medicine

‘all over the world, Bangladesh

i1s still lacking behind., with
flaws mainly in medical educa-
tion. Though doctors are taught
Community Medicine in the
graduate teaching, they are not

tion and post graduate courses
like MCPS in Family Medicine
by Bangladesh College of
Phgsicians and Surgeons
(BCPS), Bangladesh College of
General Practitioners is olfer-
ing FCGP degree which is yet to
be recognised by appropriate
authority. But these courses are
not well-structured, so good
quality family physicians are
not being produced. In the
global context, Community
Health and Family Medicine is
a speciality. In England, they
have established Royal College
of General Practitioners
(RCGP). They are the highest

body to be accountable for pro-

moting family health care.

__They have also developed an
infrastructure both at urban
and rural level for General
Practitioners, Bangladesh lack
too much in this area. Here, no
inirastructure for Family prac-
Lice exists. Patient- Doctor rela-
tion is very poor and deteriorat-
ing day by day. Doctors are fail-
ing to create confidence in pa-

eral Practitioners

2. An appropriate Institu-
tion for academic orientation 3.
General Practitioner's eco-
nomic viahility should be en-
sured.

Regarding economic viabil-
ity, lots of money is being mis-
used in health sector. That
money could be utilised in a
planned way to ensure eco-
nomic viability. For instance,
now almost 750000 government
employees are getting taka 150
Per month as medical al-
owance, which amounts to
more than 100 million taka per
month. This money could be di-
verted to develop family
medicine. Finally their range of
responsibilities should be re-
solved in both preventive and
curative health care.

This is the appropriate time
for us to recognise the impor-
tance of community health and
family practices and utilise its
potential. This will be a sub-
stantial contribution to our
health care delivery system.
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For all issues there are two
points of view. Our media has
repeatedly shown its inability
al being mature enough for an
objective analysis and presen-
tation thereof on issues of con-
sequence. The right to disagree
is a fundamental prerogative
and one has to respect that
right.

However there must be logic

and force arguments, they must

simply not be a vehicle to con-
fuse issues by the coalescing of

being used as a licence that
knows no bounds, an enemy

without frontiers. If they had

heard about John Milton they
would have quoted from his
"Tenure of Kings and Magis-
trates” as "none can love free-
dom heartily but good men, the
rest have not freedom but li-
cence” unquote,

How to differentiate freedom
from licence?

Let us take the recent so

example of Najam Sethi, al-

ful as our "patriots” are past
masters in focussing on what
they can fabricate as "evidence"
to condemn a person without
batting an eyelash. Those in
power have to be careful on
their part not to let these "pa-
triots” loose in attempting to
control the freedoms in our so-
ciety as we know it. As to the
mode of Najam Sethi's arrest,
one has to take exception to
that. In a civilised society what
was the reason for the crude,

must pay a price for it and that
is to be circumspect within the
parameters of that freedom.
Democracy has still to take
roots and the elected represen-
tatives must be careful not to be
led away by the advice of those
who do not care for it but oppose
such freedoms as dangerous li-
cence.

Objectivity on the part of
journalists demands compli-
ance to self-imposed ground
rules about sensitive issues and

clinical duty, Medical officers
are also responsible for provid-
Ing imparting necessary health
care to the community includ-
ing preventive measures. But in
reality there is an ambiguity in
this area.

Again, no system has yet de-
veloped to provide healt
at community and family level,
Currently if anyone in the fam-
ily gets sick, s/he goes to a Gen-
eral Medical Practitiener or
Specialist or to a traditional

emotions. Within the journalis- leged to  have fulminated brutish behaviour of the "raid- where and when to air them. On | 4 edical practitioner. Special-
tic community exists a healthy  against the basic ideology of the ing Eartj,r“ that went to arrest the other hand, governments | icic are few in number alf-;d e
spirit that not only accepts that country while giving a lecture him have to differentiate between | /5t sccessible to the majority of

those with opposing views have
a right to express them but are
vocal about defending that
right. One’'s best friends are
among those with whom one
has constant disagreement on
almost all issues under the sun,
that does not detract from one's
respect for each other. As far as
governments are concerned
they should realise that being

in New Delhi at a platform pro-
vided by former Indian PM Gu-
jral's think-tank. For his part
Najam states that he had earlier
given the same lecture in the
National Defence College (NDC),
Islamabad and that he was
given the highest rating by
students, fairly senior Armed
Forces officers aspiring for two-
star ranks and more. One may

First they beat up and in-
jured an innocent private secu-
rity guard who did not resist
them. Next, they misbehaved
with Ms Jugnoo Mohsin, Na-
jam’s wife, and one has no rea-
son to doubt Jugnoo's version,
viz because 1) she has undeni-
able credibility and 2) we all
know how brutish our police
and intelligence agencies tend

freedom and licence, those in
power reframing from becom-
ing over-sensitive Lo issues. In
short jt is only the gnomes
within bureaucracy who can ef-
fortlessly continue the miracle
of making a mountain out of a
molehill, converting the entire
concept of freedom into a li-
cence to be ruthlessly stamped
out.

the people. There are also few
medical practitioners in the
true sense. Doctors involved in
privale practice are mostly
Govt./ private service holders
and do a "chamber practice” in
their convenient timme usually
in the evening. But traditional
medical practitioners or quack
doctors play a vital role in pro-
viding health care. They, to

Need to Beware of New Issues in WTO

Among the new issues that the rich countries are planning to have in a New Round of trade talks under the World Trade
Organisation are investment rules, competition policy and government procurement. Bringing these topics under WTO rules
could well have serious adverse consequences for national development as this will threaten the interests and survival of

the local sector. Developing countries should therefore study the issues and make their position known soon at the WTO.

; new Round of pew Round by sending officials - veloping nations; * On COMPETITION POLICY, ning contracts of the public sec-
multilateral trade to dialogue with the developing * On the INVESTMENT IS- the EU and US are advocating a tor in the developing countries, S
talks under the World new-agreement that would look -

Trade Organisation (WTO), now
being advocated by the rich
countries, would put developing
countries like Malaysia very
much on the defensive as they
will have much to lose. The Eu-
ropean Union (EU), Japan and
the United States have already
signalled that they want to put
many topics on the agenda of

such a new Round, which they i strictions on the free flow of  jny channels. th inci "nati
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protect their' domestic
economies, and allow foreign
firms the right to take over
their national markets. The
. Japanese government has al-
ready marked out nine areas for
the proposed new Round, ac-
cording to a Kyodo News report.

They are agriculture, ser-
vices, tariffs on industrial
products, investment rules.’
anti-dumping, competition pol-
icy, electronic commerce, intel-
lectual property and govern-
menlt procurement. Japan
found common ground with the
EU on the new trade talks when
its. Trade Minister Kaoru
Yosana met with the European
Commission Vice President
Leon Brittan in March. The
Japanese government is now
planning to win over develop-
ing countries to the idea of the

‘US, EU, Ja anuﬁﬂtaldgq.rﬁda.

countries.
President Bill Clinton of the
United States meanwhile also

" called for a new round of trade
talks that would "expand export '

of services, manufactured goods
and most of all farm products”
for the US. Officials from
Japan, the EU and the US have
agreed that they should con-
clude the next round of talks

veloping countries (who form
the majority of the WTO's 130
members) are against it. There
are good grounds for such con-
fidence. Although they form
only a small minority, the rich
countries (and in particular, the

known as the ave
usually succeeded in calling the
shots in the WTO, often riding
roughshod over the objections
of many developing countries.
[t may well happen again at the
WTO Conference this year,

The three issues that should
especially worry developing
countries are investment, com-
petition policy and government
procurement. If there is a new
Round. it could lead to new WTO

eements on these topics. The
following is a summary of how
these issues will affect the de-

by Martin Khor

SUE. the rich countries are
pushing to introduce new rules
that make it mandatory for all
WTO countries to give foreign
investors the right to enter and
establish themselves, with 100
percent ownership.

Foreigners and foreign firms
should also be treated as well
(or better) than locals. and re-

to the definition of foreign in-
vesiment. It would include not
only foreign direct investment
but also portfolio investment
and purchase of property.

Needless to say, if such an
agreement were to be passed
within the WTO, developing
countries would no longer be
able to give preferences or pro-
tection to local investors, firms
or farmers. They would face the
threat of having their products
wiped out by competition from
the bigger foreign firms, or of
being taken over by them.
Also, the kind of restrictions
that Malaysia and other coun-
iries place on inflow and out-
flow of portfolio or loan capital
from abroad, and on foreign
ownership of land and houses,

may come under question or be
banned.

unfavourably on domestic laws
or practices in developing coun-
tries that favour local [(irms.
For example, if there are poli-
cies that give importing or dis-
tribution rights to local firms
(including government agencies
or enterprises), or if there are
practices among local firms
that ﬁiv: them superior market-

Developing countries may
argue that only if local agencies
or firms are given certain ad-
vantages, or if they have built
up distribution systems over
the years, then they should be
allowed to keep these advan-
tages. Providing the giant in-
ternational firms equal rights
would overwhelm the local en-
terprises which are small and
medium sized in global terms.

However, such arguments
will not be accepted by the rich
countries, which will insist
that their giant firms be pro-
vided a "level playing field" to
compete “equally” with the
smaller local firms.

* On GOVERNMENT PRO-
CUREMENT, the rich countries
are actually casting their eyes
on the lucrative business of
providing supplies to and win-
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At present, government ex-
penditure is outside the scope of
the WTO, unless a member
country voluntarily joins the
“plurilateral” agreement on
government procurement. The
aim of the rich countries is to
bring government spending
policies, decisions and proce-
dures of all member countries
under the umbrella of the WTO,

citizens or local firms:

The bids for supplies, con-
tracts and projects would have
to be opened up to foreigners,
who should be given the same
[or better) chances as locals. It
is proposed that foreign firms
that are unhappy with the gov-
ernment's decisions can bring
the matter to court in the WTO.,

Since government expendi-
ture in some countries is bigger
in value than imports, such an
agreement to bring procure-
ment under the WTO rules
would tremendously enlarge the
scope of the WTO. As most de-
veloping countries would object
to having their public-sector
gpendin policies changed so

rastically, the rich countries
have a two-stage plan for this
issue: firstly, have an agree-
ment only to bring in greater
“transparency” in government
procurement; secondly, to have
a broader agreement that would
cover the national treatment
prinu:ﬁ:le. _

|1 the three issues have

very serious implications for |
national economic interests, '
and our policy makers must
therefore pay great attention to
the plans and strategies of the
rich countries that are trying to

introduce them in the WTO,

It is certainly not in-
evitable that these and other
new issues will be brought into
the WTO, since there is not yet
any decision or consensus that

care: |

management of complicated
cases bul no hands-on experi-
ennce to manage health prob-

suffer more which in turn leads

to extras medical expenditure. -

An appropriate referral system
Is yel to develop in medical

tion and Dr. Hasnat is Epi-
demiologist and Co-ordinator,
Research Division, Dhaka
Community Hospital (DCH])
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there will be a new Round. But
the nepgotiations towards the
November Ministerial Confer-
ence have already started, and
countries like Malavysia should
make their views known and
heard as early as possible.
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