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Blewett blows
it again
LONDON. May 14 (Reuters/

Internet): Greg Blewetit's poor
start as Yorkshire's overseas

player continued when he was
dismissed for only two by Mid-
dlesex seamer Richard John-
SOT.
The Australian, signed as a
replacement for World Cup
batsman Darren Lehmann. has
scored only 67 runs in his first
four championship innings for

the county.
After his match-winning

half century against Scotland
on Wednesday however, there
were hopes that he was finally
running to form.

But after surviving a confi-
dent leg before appeal from
Johnson's third delivery of the
day he was not so fortunate six
overs later as he missed an at-
tempted drive and was given out
1bw.

On an overcast Headingley
morning there was plenty of
movement for Johnson and
Simon Cook after Yorkshire
captain David Byas won the
toss and elected to bat.

And although Michael
Vaughan opened his account
with a cover drive for four off
Cook. he was twice beaten out-
side the off stump before re-
asserting himself with a
boundary off each bowler.

Despite the testing batting
conditions the score moved
along briskly with 43 runs com-
ing trom the first 10 overs be-
[ore: Jamie Hewitt replaced
Johnson after 40 minutes and
immediatﬁly beat Vaughan out-
side the ofl stump again.

The England A captain
brought up the 50 in the 13th
over with a straight drive ofl
Hewitt but it was his final
scoring shot.

Johnson, returning al the
Kirkstall Lane end to replace
Cook, immediately produced an

excellent delivery which up-"

rooted Vaughan's off stump to

leave Yorkshire 64 for two.

Tudor resumes
hunting

LONDON, May 14 (Internet
report): Alex Tudor. a disap-
pointed England hopeful for the
World Cup, claimed the first
scalp for Surrey against Essex
at The Oval in the PPP County
Championship.

Darren Robinson had scored
a single before Tudor had him
caught by Jason Ratcliffe, with
Essex moving on to 28 for one,
the other opener Paul Prichard
looking strong on 21.

England A skipper Michael
Vaughan was in excellent form
as he inspired Yorkshire to 50
for one against Middlesex at
Headingley.

Vaughan was unbeaten on
32, after Australian opener Greg
Blewett was trapped lbw by
seamer Richard Johnson for
two.

John Stephenson was an
early casualty for Hampshire
against visitors Worcestershire,
departing for four 'Adfter bein

caught by Abdul Hafeez off

paceman Alamgir Sheriyar.

Hants moved on to 22 for one
before the rain came down at
Southampton,

Glamorgan struggled to 37
for two aFainst Crloucestershire
at Cardilf, losing Alan Evans
for four and Ismail Dawood,
caught behind off Ben Gannon
for 12,

Another England paceman,
somerset's Andy Caddick, made
the breakthrough at Trent
Bridge when he had Nottingham
opener Usman Afzaal caught by
Marcus Trescothick for [ive,
before Tim Robinson and
captain Jason Gallian pushed
the score on to 34 for one.

Bits & pieces
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Bollywood glitz for the real life
drama of the cricket World Cup.
"We expect a drop in movie
viewership of about 40 per
cent," film producer Shakti
Samanta admitted Friday.

"This is bad news for the
movie industry, which was
banking on this summer to help
Eull it out of the tough times it

as been in," Samanta said.

Industry analysts have es-
timated the loss of income
caused by the World Cup at
around 1.5 billion rupees (35
million dollars).

some 30 million Indians go
to the movies every day in Indgia
— a passion that only cricket

‘can compete with.

According to Samanta,
many producers and distribu-
tors have postponed film re-
leases until after the World Cup
final on June 20.

"On average, three or four
films are released every week in
the summer period. But this

+lime almost all releases have
been pushed forward till after
the World Cup," he said.

Film industry analyst Mo-
han Deep said about 50 Hindi-
language films were now wait-
mﬁ for release, and shooting on
other productions were facing
disruption.

"The film actors have a love-
hate relationship with cricket,
Many of them love the game,
but all hate the fact that it di-
verts people’'s attention from
movies, Most of the film stars
are not known outside India.
and they resent the attention
cricketers get." he said.

Caring Premier

NEW DELHI, May 14 (AFP):

Indian Prime Minister Atal Be- .

hari Vajpayee Thursday asked
the national cricket team to
‘play with a cool head” as they
try win the World Cup.
Vajpayee told team man-
agers now in England over tele-
ﬁ one that millions of Indians
ad the "highest expectations”
from the players led by veteran
Mohammad Azharuddin.

He said the team should -

_ build "the right pressure at the
right ume. The victory will be
yours.”

+ “aptain Azharuddin replied:
good

Look forward to a v
performance from 1:.15."'&:3r

Gower, Paul Allott and Ian Botham, who all are part of World Cup commentary team,
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posing alongside a road sign at Southampton on May 11.
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[ndia v South Afrea;

HOVE, England, May 14:
South Africa have built an en-
viable one-day record coming
irito the World Cup but the
pressure will be on Hansie
Cronje's side when they play
India in their group A opener on
Saturday, reports Reuters.

Boasting the all-round skills
of Jacques Kallis, Shaun Pol-
lock and Lance Kluesner, the
acrobatic fielding of Jonty
Rhodes and Allan Donald's pace
bowling, South Africa have
been installed as firm Cup
favourites and anything short
ol viclory on this southern Eng-
land ground will be an enor-
mous let-dowrl.

After thrashing West Indies
2-0 in Tesis and 6-1 in a one-
day series earlier this year and
then going on to beat New
Zealand at both forms of the
game, South Alrica have every
righit to ' fe€l’ ¢onfident, ~ :

Opener Gary Rirsten, who
holds the World Cup record for
the highest individual score —
188 against United Arab Emi-
rates in 1996 — said the team
were working together to re-
main relaxed in the build-up
and not get washed away by the
hype.

"We've talked together about
everything that might affect

us.” the 32-vear-cld stalwart
<7 m  during training this week,
‘We've talked about being

lavourites. We've spoken about

the size and importance of the
tournament.”

India, winners in 1983, are
under a different sort of pres-
SUre.

They are not tipped to win
here but back home the nation
is more than usually cricket-
obsessed.

Sales of televisions have
gone through the roof as fans
prepare for the Cup and the bur-
den of his compatriots' expecta-
tions falls squarely on the
shoulders of Sachin Tendulkar,
hailed by many as the finest
batsman since Donald Brad-
mar.

The back spasms which kept
Tendulkar out of the Sharjah
Cup have eased and e has been
able to relax a little in England
where he can move freely with-
ot being mobbed. >

He caused a scare at Notting-
ham on Tuesday when he took a
thump on the leg., but he still
went on to score 91 in India's
88-run victory over the county
side.

He did not field preferring to
ice the bruise but India's coach
Anshuman Gaekwad is confi-
dent Tendulkar will be fit for
the tournament.

A batting average of 46.73
and the ability to take the occa-
sional wicket mmake this 26-
year-old the lynchpin of a side
which has struggled in recent
one-day series against Pak-

Many aces

istan. Sri Lanka and England.

India are relying on pace
bowlers Javagal Srinath and
Venkatesh Prasad, and seamers
Ajit Agarkar and Robin Singh
to make the most of the damp
English wickels. They also have
leg-spinner Anil Kumble, who
captured 10 wickets in an in-
nings against Pakistan in
February.

'l stand to gain from the
conditions since | really don't
rely on spinning the ball like
other spinners ., they will find
it tough," he says.

The depth of the South
African side has been clearly
shown in their warm-up games.

In their final six-wicket
victory against Middlesex on
Tuesday, wicketkeeper Mark

. Boucher, promotéed to number

 three, scored 93 after an innings
ol 123 againsl Kent.

i, Captain Cronje then showed
off by launching into the aftack
scoring 42 off 25 balls when the
side needed only 64 off 30 overs
to win. Cronje said he was try-
ing to put himself under pres-
sure to simulate World Cup con-
ditions.

"The beauty of our team.”
Cronje said on their arrival in
Britain, "is that there are quite
a few options. Effectively we
can field nine batters and seven
bowlers. The opposition can
never be sure quite what to ex-
pect.”

ROME, Ma :

Brazil's Gustavo

Kuerten trounced

world number one

Yevgeny Kafel-

nikov in the third

round of the Italian Open on

Thursday while Carlos Moya,

Kuerten s successor as French

Open champion, was beaten in
straight sets, reports Reuters.

Kuerten crushed Kafelnikoy
7-5, 6-1 and produced some sii-
perb baseline tennis on Rome's
red clay to suggest he may once
again figure next month at
Roland Garros, where he won
his lirst major title two years
ago.

Moya was beaten 6-3, 7-5 by
Argentine 'lucky loser' Franco
Squillari; who had lost in the
qualifiers at the weekend and
returned to the frame only
when 11th seed American Todd
Martin dropped out with an in-
jured shulder.

In the day's other big tie, US
Open champion Pat Rafter pro-
duced his best performances for
nine months to survive a sec-
ond set fightback by Andre

Kuerten
r__ Y 1 y 14

Kuerten 'will face Slovak
Karol Kucera, who came from a
sel down to beat Britain's Tim
Henman 4-6, 7-6, 6-3 in a gru-
elling floodlit late match which
lasted two hours 24 minutes,

Australia’s Rafter will meet
Ecuador's Nicolas Lapentti
while Squillari's prize for de-
feating Moya is a quarter final
clash against another
Spaniard, world number seven
Alex Corretja.

Spain’'s 15th seed Felix
Mantilla against Germany's
David Prinosil completes the
quarter final line-up.

_Ruerten, who Beal Kafel-
nikov in the quarter finals of
his triumphant 1997 French
Open campaiﬁn, broke serve in
the first and fifth games of their
final sel as he raced into a 5-1
lead.,

He squandered one match
point at 40-30 on Kafelnikov's
serve when he overhit a fore-
hand return but ereated another
when he won the next point
with a rasping cross-court
backhand.

The Russian served to stay in

kills Kafelnikov

the match. Kuerten returned
and the ball thudded into the
net cord before dropping into
Kafelnikov's side of the court to
give the 16th seed victory after
an hour and eight minutes.
"This was the first time I
played against a world number
one/ Kuerten said. "Maybe 1
guslled mysell a little bit harder
ecause of that and played bet-
ter.

Moya had drupPEd only
nine games in his first two
matches but was outplayed by
Squillari. ranked 47th in the
world.

"I didn't play at my best to-
day ... but he played great,"
Moya said. "He lost in the quali-
fiers, he's a lucky loser and he
almost lost yesterday but ... if
he played like he did today he
wouldn't have had any problem
beating those guys."”

Rafter played faultlessly
against Agassi, combining his,
natural serve-and-volley game

with his new-found confidence
on clay to take the first set in
just 28 minutes with two aces
on the final two peints.

Agassi and win 6-1, 7-6.
k

champions Sri
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EVER: A Kathmandu resident hanging
Lanka on the outside of a house yesterday.

the Iﬂag of world
— AFP photo

Azzu's date
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"l believe in destiny. It was
God's will that 1 played for India
and also became captain. It's
the selectors, not the critics.

who made me captain. Only.

they can remove me from the
job.

'l don't care if I stay captain
or not. But if we don't win the
World Cup, it will not be because
of lack of effort on my part. A
captain is only as good as the
team under him."

Azharuddin is leading India
in a third successive World Cup

and playing in his fourth.
It's a feat previously
achieved only by West Indian

Clive Lloyd, who captained his
team to victory in the 1975 and
1979 tournaments only to be
denied a hat-trick in 1983 by
India,

"The World Cup is cricket's
greatest showpiece,” Azharud-
din said. "Winning it for the
country overshadows any per-
sonal milestones you may have
reached."

"It's never clicked for me at
the World Cup and that hurts,
because it's the stage everyone
wants to do well on."

In 1987, Kapil Dev's defend-
ing champions were knocked
out by England in the semi-fi-
nal in Bombay.

Under Azhar's leadership
Down Under in 1992, India
lailed to pass the league stage
and four years later made a
shamelul exit from the semi-fi-
nal at Calcutta. when erowd
trouble led the match being
awarded to the dominant Sri
Lankans.

Azharuddin's decision to
field that day, despite being
forewarned that the wearing
Eden Gardens wicket would
favour the side batting first,
cost him the captaincy.

Yet he was made skipper
once again last year after the se-
lectors decided that Sachin
Tendulkar was not ready for the
burden.

Azharuddin's 'second in-
nings' has been rewarding, with
India winning five of their eight
one-day series in 1998 besides a
2-1 home Test series win over
Mark Taylor's Australians.

But if Azharuddin fails to
win the World Cup in England,
he may as well not go home.

Indifferent media

From page 13
home. The centre has

computers, printers, a free flow
ol hot and cold drinks, facsim-
ile service. but no email facili-
ties.. Unlike people elsewhere in
and around the capital, most
pecéple here know about cricket
and what the World Cup is all
about. More importantly, each
and everyone looked up each
time this correspondent men-
tioned Bangladesh. It pays to be
in the top twelve of the class.
The Natwest Media Centre,
where up to 250 working jour-
nalists sal to cover the opening
match at Lord's, stands about a
70 feet above the pitch, span-

'ning the Compton and Edrieh

stands, behind the bowler's arm

tat the Nursery End. Totally out
. of place in the traditional set-

ting of Lord's, the futuristic
Press Box, seems to have de-
scended from outer space. Not
totally out of context though,
for to sonkg Londoners cricket
today does appear to be some-
thing extraterrestrial.

Itchy Zimbabwe

From page 16

The form book. however,
still says Zimbabwe, even if
Kenya, earning the nickname of
the game's latest "banana skin",
produced the biggest shock in
World Cup history when they
defeated the West Indies in
1996.

Zimbabwe, however. beat the
Kenyans in that tournament,
won four one-dayers out of four
against them in a tri-nation
event in Nairobi in 1997 and
beat them three times in succes-
sion in a similar tournament in
Dhaka this year.

They can call on world-class
bowling in paceman Heath
Streak and leg spinner Paul
Strang and their batting has
been bolstered by the recruit-
ment of Natal's Neil Johnson
and Murray Goodwin, who has
played for Western Australia.

Zimbabwe, cricket's newest
Test-playing nation, last year
won their first series by beating
Pakistan. They lﬂni well-
placed to improve on a record of
three wins in 25 World Cup
matclies here - so long as they
caracclitnatise in time.

Kenya's strength lies in a
batting line-up led by captain
Maurice Odumbe, the exciting
Kennedy Otieno and Steve
Tikolo, the only fully-fledged
professional in the squad.
Coached by former West Indian
greal Alvin Kallicharan who
played in the World Cup win-
ning teams of 1975 and 1979,
they like playing their shots,
Caribbean style,

Following is the players’ list
with shirt numbers:
ZIMBABWE
- Alistair Campbell (captain)
JAndy Flower
. Grant Flower
. Neil Johnson

Murray Goodwin

. Stuart Carlisle

. Henry Olonga

. Mpumelelo Mbangwa
. Heath Streak

10. Adam Huckle

11. Dirk Viljoen

12. Eddo Brandes

13. Paul Strange

14. Andy Whittall

15. Guy Whittall
KENYA

1. Asif Karim (captain)
. Maurice Odumbe

. Ravindu Shah

» Kennedy Otieno
Steve Tikolo

. Hitesh Modi

Sandip Gupta
Thomas Odoyo

. Tony Suji

101, Martin Suji

1. Mohamed Sheikh
12. Joseph ara

13. Deepak Chudasama
14. Alpesh Vadher
15.Jimmy Kamande
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‘Statistics mean nothing." he
said. "All twelve teams start
with zero points. Our team are
not going to play any better or
worse because we might be
among the favourites."

The South Africans took a
-::lla}r off on Friday. "l want the
players to enjoy playing in the
World Cup an:?’npnt}éetgtno in-
tense about it," Cronje said.

"Part of the attitude comes
from results. We wouldn't feel so
relaxed if we hadn't got the re-
sults behind us."

The Indians, meanwhile,

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1999
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SA v India: Stop Sachin

showed no signs of nerves as
they prepared for what is likely
to be their toughest outing in

‘the preliminary league.

"A victory is obviously what
we want, but the boys wilrnnt be
unduly: worried if we lose,”
Gaekwad said. "It's good to get a
tough match out of the way
first, because we will be that
much stronger for the other

games.

"The team is in a good frame
of mind. The focus so {ar had
been on trying new things, it's
Enw time Lo put that in prac-

ce.”

The teams have not met re'f.:ently. with no Tests or one-dayers

between them in 1998 or 1999.
World Cup:

The teams have layed once, in 1992, when South Africa won
by six wickets. Mohammad Azharuddin's 79 was trumped by

Gary Kirsten, who made 84.
Players to watch:

India - Sachin Tendulkar: The best batsman in the world, he

will open and be under special orders to
the 50 overs, Logically, that should mean
and India making a minimum of around 240, gi

and bat throughout
im scoring a century
ving them a

fighting chance. Expect. therefore, a more cautious Tendulkar
than usual - not the one who scored 141 off 127 balls against
Australia during the mini World Cup last year.

South Africa - Shaun Pollock: As the team's opening bowler,
he will get first crack at Sachin Tendulkar, the cornerstone of
the Indian batting. The 25-year-old Pollock knows he has the

opportunity to devastate In
mosl prized wicket.

ian morale if he can snap up their

Venue: Hove. The home of Sussex, on the English south coast,
where Ted Dexter, John Snow, Imran Khan and Tony Greig were
once favourites, Capacity 6,000, (AFP) :

yesterday.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair (C) inaugurating the 1CC World Cup 1999 at Lord's

Gaekwad was particularly
hap{f}r at the improved stan-
dards in fielding. "The grounds
are soft and the boys are not
scared of diving to stop the
ball,” he said.

Following is the players' list
with shirt numbers:
INDIA
1. Mohammad Azharuddin
(captain)

. Sauray Ganguly

. Ajay Jadeja

. Sadagopan Ramesh
.'Rahul Dravid

. Robin Singh

Ajit Agarkar

.Anil Kumble

. Nayan Mongia

10. Sachin Tendulkar
11. Venkatesh Prasad
12, Nikhil Chopra

13. Debashish Mohanty
14, Javagal Srinath- ~
15. Amay Khurasia
SOUTH AFRICA

1. Gary Kirsten

. Herschelle Gibbs

. Jacques Kallis

. Daryll Cullinan
Hansie Cronje (captain)
Dale Benkenstein
Shaun Pollock
Jonty Rhodes

. Mark Boucher

10. Alan Donald

11. Derek Crookes

12. Lance Klusener

14, Stave Elworthy

15. Nicky Boje
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LONDON, May 14 : For years,
Caribbean pace bowlers ter-
rorised the rest of the world.
Now it's pay-back time. On
Sunday the West Indies, launch-
ing their World Cup campaign,
will find themselves on the
wrong end of cricket's '100-
miles-per-hour man', reports
AFP.

Shoaib Akhtar likes the
sound of the tag, even if it is not
quite accurate. The 23-year-old
Pakistani, according to the
speed gun, is still three or four
miles short of breaking ecrick-
et’s speed limit.

‘I'would love to bowl at above
100mph.” said Shoaib. "I will
sort it outl. You will see in the
World Cup.”

Akhtar is still a relative un-
known on the world stage but
an-expectant hush will greet his
hirst delivery. His raw pace is
enough to take the breath away.

The Rawalpindi strike
bowler - who, strangely for a
strike bowler, has small. soft
hands - has captured the imagi-
nation like no other player in
the run-up to the World Cup. It
is enthralling to imagine how a
batsman can possibly react in
Lthe one third of a second it
takes for the ball to reach him.

Few have bowled quicker.
Not Harold Larwood, not Fred
Trueman, not Andy Roberts.
Even Australia's Jeff Thompson
never cracked the magic three-
figure mark. His fastest ball in
1975 in Perth was recorded at
99.70 miles per hour,

The West Indians will hope
that Akhtar proves as wild as

he is inexperienced but it seems
unlikely.” Akhtar's progress

over the past season - including

the acquisition of a meanly-
disguised slower ball - has been
such that the once-irreplacable
Wagqar Younis is now struggling
to get a game for Pakistan.

Akhtar admits Wagar has
been the model for his 32-yard
run-up. When he tried to cut #t
down lor the one-day game, he
found he lost his rhythm. His
coach, Sarfraz Nawaz, imme-
diately urged him to go back to
his former ways.

He is fast enough to worry the
best.

In February Sachin Ten-
dulkar, the world's top bats-
man, looked up in disbelief af-
ter Akkhtar scattered his stumps
in the Asian Test champi-
onships in Calcutta. It was the
first time the Indian had been
dismissed first ball in a Test.
"Yes, he is the fastest," Ten-
dulkar said afterwards.

He is also aggressive enough
to give anyone a real fright.

"It makes me feel good to be
thought of as the world's fastest
bowler and I enjoy having peo-
ple come to watch me for my
pace, " he says. "l like to see fear

in a batsman.”
Ruthlessness is part of the

make-up. Or, as former England
opener Geollrey Boycott puts it:
"He likes to knock you over and
it doesn’'t matter whether it's
you or the stumps."”

English counties are report-
edly queuing up to recruit him.
Media reports suggest he has
been offered around 120,000
dollars to sign up. Akhtar, how-
ever, who has played one season
in Ireland. has decided to wait.

A good World Cup will un-
doubtedly enhance his reputa-
tion as well as his value.
Akhtar, clearly, is not just [ast.
He's quick-thinking.
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