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Now on Time's
cover’!

NEW DELHI, May 12: Sachin
Tendulkar yesterday became
the first Indian sportsperson to

adorn the cover of the
American Newsweekly "Time"
which says the "Bombay

Bomber's" batting performances
have earned him comparisons
with soccer great Diego
Maradona, reports PTI.

Although cricket is hardly
known in the United States, the
latest issue of the prestigious
magazine carries a write up on
this week's World Cup in
England with the Indian bat-
ting maestro shown in the fol-
low through of a cover drive.

Speaking about comparison
between Tendulkar and
Maradona. "Time" noted that
both were short, stocky and
curly-haired.

But unlike the Argentine ace,
Tendulkar is a level-headed,
even bland professional who
does all his hell-raising at the
wicket.

He wields the heaviest bat in
the game, both literally and fig-
uratively, and is a quick reader
of bowlers and wicket condi-
tions, ‘Time" said.

The magazine said it's diffi-
cult to single out a standout
Tendulkar performance, as
there are so many — and so
many to come,

He already owns the record
for the most one-day interna-
tional centuries. and he has at
least ten playing years ahead of
him.

The four-page cover story
which celebrates the top bats-
men in the shortened version of
the game — who lift the game to
dizzy heights as entertainers —
and captures cricket's phenom-
enal growth in the Indian sub-
continent thanks to India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka corner-
ing glory in three of the last
four editions.

Jadukar Sam ad
soccer final

today

Suritola New Bengal Club
will Llake on Rayer Bazar Dia-
mond Krira Chakra in the final
of the Jadukar Samad Kishore
Football Tournament today at
Bandah ndhi Natinnal
stadium, reports UNB.

Sports Secretary A S M
Shahjahan will witness the
match and distribute prizes as
chief guest.

Suritnola New Bengal Club
reached the final defeating Ab-
dul Hadi Lane Jubo Sangha by
4-2 goals while Rayer Bazar
moved into the final beating
Narinda Palashi Sporting Club

by 2-0.
Randell set to
face 15 separate
trials

HOBART, Australia, May 12 :
Australia’'s top international
cricket umpire Steve Randell
may face 15 separate sex charge
trials, his counsel said Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

Randell, 43, who has siood
in an Australian record 36
Tests, has pleaded not guilty Lo
26 charges of indecent assault
and one of sexual intercourse
involving a male aged under 17.

They involve 14 girls and a
boy, and allegedly occurred in
different parts of Tasmania
state between 1979 and 1995.

During a briel appearance in
the Tasmanian Supreme Court
Wednesday, prosecutor Mike
Stoddart said the Crown had
not yet filed an indictment with
the court.

The indictment was expected
to contain a range of charges,
but not all 27.

Randell's counsel, Kim
Baumeler, said thatl depending
on the indictment which was
filed, she would apply to sever it
into 15 separate ones, one for
each complainant.

Justice Pierre Slicer ad-
journed the case to May 25
when a date will be sel for the
severance argument.

Randell has stood down
from umpiring and been sus-
pended on full pay from his job
as a Hobart city primary
schoolleacher until the case is
tinalised.

Rios sent
packing

ROME, May 12: Defending
champion Marcelo Rios, Aussie
Mark Philippoussis and
Spain’'s Albert Costa found
themselves on the Italian Open
scrap heap on Tuesday on a gad
day for the seeded players, re-
ports AFP,

Pete Sampras very nearly
joined them before a three-sct
victory over unseeded Czech
Bohdan Ulihrach in a tie-break
at the Foro Italico.

Rios, who won the Hamburg
tournament last Sunday, was
sent packing by German quali-
fier David Prinosil 6-2, 5-7, 6-3.

The eighth seeded Chilean
trailed 6-2, 5-2 before holding
serve and breaking twice to
draw level — only to find him-
self in an identical position in
the following set.

The second time, though, af-
ter holding serve for 5-3 and
then lining up the first of three
break points at 40-15, he failed
to get out jail. Prinosil ended
the match with a powerful fore-
hand down the right-hand side.

"It was a very bad match, but
that's tennis,” said Rios, who
claimed he'd found it hard to
switch from the pace in Ger-
many to a slower court here.

And he added: "I just hope it
doesn't affect my confidence."

Philippoussis, seeded ninth,
was beaten 7-6 (7/2), 4-6, 6-1 at
night on the centre court by
American Vincent Spadea, a
player ranked 25th in the world
and who has lost both of his
previous two tournament
starts.

It was a bitter disappoint-
ment for Philippoussis, who
won at San Jose and Indian
Wells earlier this year, and who
was playing his first event since
losing last month in the quar-
ter-finals at Monte Carlo.
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passing an uneventful morning at Old Trafford where rain prevented his team's warm-up

game against Lancashire.

— AFP photo

NORTHANTS-BANGLADESH SCOREBOARD

First innings scoreboard in the World Cup warm-u
between Bangladesh and Northamptonshire on Wedne

Northamptonshire won the toss and decided to bat.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE:
Batsman

MB Loye ¢ Khaled Mashud b Minhazul
ML Hayden ¢ Khaled Mashud b K Mahmud

RJ Warren ¢ Aminul b Ralique

DJG Sales b Enamul Hoque
2enberthy Byt Hoe e

KM Curran not out

KJ Innes not out

Extras: (Ib-10, w-12, nb-4)

Total : (for 5 wkts in 50 overs)

match
ay:

Runs Balls 4 6

83 6 2

i) 18 1 -

20 45 - -

50 55 5

5 > = =

57 39 7 1

42 31 4 1
20
279

Fall of wickets: 1-15 (15 Hayden, 22 mins); 2-97 (82 Loye, 61
mins); 3-103 (6 Warren, 4 mins); 4-166 (63 Penberthy, 46 mins);

5-181 (15 Sales, 12 mins)

Did not bat: G P Swann, D Ripley, J P Taylor, D Follet

Bowler O M
Manjural 9 1
K Mahmud 10 0]
Enamul Hogque 10 0
Minhazul 10 0
Rafique 10 0
Aminul 1 0

(Source: Internet)

| \ NEW DELHI,
| — o May 12 (India
A=Y Abroad News

| v sranm Service): On the
W?ﬂpg eve of the World
€ 30,200 | Cup starting on
: May 14, India’'s
astrologers have put out their
Eradictimm. most of them
acking India and South Africa
to win the tournament,

While some of them have
explained the planetory posi-
tions that would be in India's
favour, others seem to have also
depended on patriotic fervour
also Lo predict an Indian tri-
umph, in reports published in
Indian dailies over the last few
days.

New Delhi based numerolo-
gist 5 5 Rao has even gone to the
extent ol predicting the scores
in an India-West Indies final. If
India bats first, Rao says they
will score 279 runs and West
Indies will make 270 in reply. If
West Indies bats first it would
score 170 runs and India would
romp home by scoring 171 runs
lor the loss of nine wickets, he
predicted.

India's star performers this
lime would be captain Mo-
hammad Azharuddin, his
deputy Ajay Jadeja, master
blaster éachin endulkar,
[Riahul Dravid, allrounder Robin
Simgh and bowler Venkatlesh

L

Kumble keen on spin

' . 12 (AFP): India's
"N/ 10-wicket hero
- iﬂu]il Kumble be-

qu?p ieves spin could

| € A.JUqg be a dominant
factor at the

World Cup despite the cold.
damp English conditions
favouring seam and swing
bowling.

"I know everyone is talking
about how effective the seamers
will be at the World Cup." Kum-

blfg said. ”M?r hunch is that the
spiners will do as well, if not
better.”

- Kumble said his experience
wl_th Northamptonshire in En-
glish county cricket in 1995
s_hnwe::l that aggressive spinners
like himself, Shane Warne,
Mushtaq Ahmed and Muttiah
Muralitharan would have a
crucial role to play.

"l took more than 100 wick-
ets that season, many of them
during the first half of the En-
glish summer when the World
Cup will be played," he said.

"So there's still hope for us
spinners. I know both Shane
and 1 will be looked upon as
match-winning bowlers."

Kumble, who relies more on
extracting top-spin and bounce
to fool batsmen than sideways
turn, has had little opportunity
over the last week to display his
skills as India's two practice
matches against county sides
have both been washed out.

But Warne, showed he would
feature prominently as one of
Australia’'s main bowling
weapons when taking two top-
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‘up predictions

Prasad. Rao told The Hindu.

Another astrologer Asha Ki-
ran Shukla predicted a West
Indies-India final. Ajay
Bhambi who runs a daily as-
trology column too predicted
an Indian win. Not all noted
astrologers have backed India
though. While Kanpur-based as-
trologer R K Dube Pankaj has
predicted India-South Africa
clash in the finals, Soma
Banerjee from Calcutta has
foreseen a West Indies-South
Alrica c¢lash. But in both the
cases South Africa emerges as
favourite to win.

Indian Astrologers Council
president A K Dube Padmesh is
reported to have said that South

rica has the best chance of
winning the cup but India's
Sachin Tendulkar would create
new records during the tourna-
ment.

According to astrologer Kis-
hanlal Dube India would not
progress beyond the semifinals.
South Africa would emerge as
the world champion, he pre-
dicted.

While cynics have brushed
aside such predictions as wish-
ful thinking, there are a large
number of Indians who swear
by astrology prediction and will
settle lor nothing less than an
Indian viclory.

order wickets against Worces-
tershire on Monday.
Pakistan's Fe -spinner
Mushtaq was ignored for the re-
cent one-day series in India and
Sharjah but was recalled for

ANIL KUMBLE

this tournament because of his
consistent good performances
for English county Somerset.
Mushtaq has %E World Cup
wickets, giving him sixth place
in the all-time list behind five
pacemen — Imran Khan (34),
lan Botham (30), Kapil Dev and
Wasim Akram (28 each) and
Craig McDermott (27).
Pakistan, while majoring in
the pace of Wasim Akram,
Shoaib Akhtar and Wagqar
Younis, also possess another
lop-class spinner in Saglain
Mushtaq, who is also well

They’llnever
feel home-sick

LONDON, May 12: England
will feel like a home away from
home for Asian World Cup
teams, with Mohammad
Azharuddin's Indian team
likely to be the chief benefac-
tors of local support, reports
AFP.

India are the only team
among the 12 competing whose
[ive preliminary-league
matches were sold out in
March.

Even hosts England have
some tickets left for their
match against rank outsiders
Kenya.

The reason? Around 900,000
people of Indian origin live in
Britain, higher than any com-
peting nation barring England
and Scotland,

Pakistan has a population
here of 600,000, while the Car-
ribean are third with 500,000.

Bangladesh, too,; will have
ample support in their maiden
World Cup appearance, with
200,000 people supporting
them.

The strong Indian presence
al their World Cup base in Le-
icester made Azharuddin's men
[ee]l immediately at home fol-
}zcawing their arrival on April

More than 2,000 fans turned
up to watch top batsman Sachin
Tendulkar play in India's first
warm-up game against Leices-
tershire last week.

"It's all the same, except for
the weather,” Indian coach An-
shuman Gaekwad. "The team
has a lot of fans here."

India open their Cup cam-
paign against favourites South
Africa at Hove on Sunday.

Garza retains
WBA crown

LAS VEGAS. Nevada, May 12:
Mexico's Nestor Garza retained
the World Boxing Association
super bantamweight title here
today, stopping Venezuelan
Carlos Barreto two minutes
into the eighth round. reports
AFP.

Garza defended the title he
won with a unanimous decision
over previously unbeaten
champion Enrique Sanchez on
December 12.

He also ended Barreio -
claim to a share of the WBA 1i-
tle. as he improved to 36-1 with
24 wins inside the distance.

versed in English conditions af-
ter playing for Surrey.

Aur{ E:‘:r':i1 Lanka's Muralitha-
ran. already signed up to pla
for L:a.m:izu"r.]'1igr1r~f,EE and, Fikg
Saglain, an off spinner, dis-
played his liking for England
when taking 16 wickets for 220
— the fifth-best Test match fig-
ures of all time against the
World Cup hosts last year.

Kumble, nicknamed the
smiling assassin because of his
genial nature, is assured a place
in cricket’'s hall of fame even if
he fails to take a wicket at the
World Cup.

He is only the second bowler
in history after Englishman
Jim Laker to take all 10 wickets
in a Test match innings —
against Pakistan in January.

But the 28-year-old knows it
will now be harder to live up to
the expectations of his cricket-
mad count ern.

“You still start with a zero
even alter claiming five wickets
in the previous innings," he
said.

Without the ball, Kumble re-
sembles a friendly computer
engineer — which he is. On the
pitch, according to team-mate
Rahul Dravid, his character
transforms. "He's very aggres-
sive, wants a wicket each ball,
One miss (by his fielders) and he
will let off a mouthful. But you
are not offended because it
comes from the heart."

Kumble and paceman Java-
gal Srinath are the only two

Indians with over 200 one-day
wickets,

LONDON, May 12 (Reuters/
Internet): Sir Vivian Richards,
not surprisingly, believes

West Indies will win the
World Cup. :

Speaking on BBC radio, the
former West Indies captain said
on Wednesday: "I'm going to
support West Indies until I
die...they are going to win it. But
there are a few teams that West
Indies should take into consid-
eration.

"South Africa are the best-
organised unit in world cricket
today and you have Australia
who consistently have been
doing well in one-day games
and Test matches.”

New Zealand and England
could benefit from the condi-
tions in England at this time of
year, he said.

"Teams that have had ade-
quate enough experience in
these conditions I believe are
going to do well," Richards said.

Asked who was the best fast
bowler in world cricket,
Richards said he was vmz im-
pressed with Australian Glenn
McGrath.

"McGrath is a very mean sort
of bowler but I think he has got
to %1131 his attitude right in terms
of his mind. There are times
when he can be a little bit too
arrogant.”

The World Cup begins on
Friday with England playing

defending champions Sri
Lanka. !
Cash incentive for

Windies’ World
Cuppers

ST. JOHN'S, Antigua, May
12(Reuters/Internet): West In-
dies will receive a bonus of
350,000 dollars if they win the
World Cup, the West I[ndies
Cricket Board (WICB) said.

If the team reach the semifi-
nals they get 50,000 dollars. A
place in the final nets them an-
other 100,000 dollars and win-
ning the trophy itself earns
]them a bounty of 200,000 dol-
ars.

The board said the incen-
tives were negotiated with Carib
Breweries as part of their

1 million dolars sponsor-
ship of the West Indies team for
the World Cup and the tour of
England in 2000.

WICB's chief marketing ex-
ecutive Chris Dehring said the
players were very pleased with
the incentive package and were
highly motivated to bring the
cup back to the caribbean.

Players. led by captain Brian
Lara, went on strike over pay
and conditions ahead of last
year's disastrous tour of South
Alfrica and forced the WICB to
negotiate a better deal.

The West Indies begin their
World Cup campaign on Sunday
against Pakistan:

-
African
9 2
Gestapo

LONDON, May 12 :Cricket
World Cup favourites South
Africa have stolen a march on
their rivals by employing a
string of 'spies' to evaluate other
teams. reports AFP.

Coach Bob Woolmer said on
Wednesday every warm-up
match played by the opposition
in the last few days had been
watched by the South Africans.

The man following India,
South Africa's rivals in their
first match at Hove on Satur-
day, is former Test captain and
all-rounder Clive Rice.

'l am ringing Rice tonight to
see what he can tell us aboul the
Indians in their game at Trent
BBridge (against Notting-
hamshire),” Woolmer said.

"You can always learn some-
thing and you can counter what
the opposition is doing. We have
brought two extra coaches with
us for that reason.”

Woolmer, an Englishman
and regarded as one of the most
innovative coaches in the game,
refused to say who his other
spies were.

England's chief selector
David Graveney. asked whether
his team ﬂnﬁlnj,red spies, said:
‘No, we speak to the captain of
the other team on the phone.
They can tell us what's going
1L,

Wanchope
unsettled

at Derby

SAN JOSE, May 12 : Costa
Rica striker Paulo Wanchope
has said Tuesday that he is not
happy with the performance of
his English Premiership side
Derby County, although he ad-
mitted he had no other options
at the moment, reports AFP.

Wanchope said: "l am not
happy with the team I am play-
ing in this year. We have not
scored enough pgoals and we
have lost many games through
mistakes we do not understand.
It is logical that there is discon-
tent.”

Derby are in a respectable
seventh place in the English top
flight but Wanchope said:
"Many players are thinking of
leaving the team."

However, the striker would
not confirm speculation in the
English press that he would be
sold, saying Derby boss Jim
Smith had suspended any deci-
sions until the close season,

He told La Nacion newspaper
that Smith was looking for new
players, especially strikers but
that he would not necessarily be
the man to make way.

Wanchope said: "Smith is
still looking for new strikers
but I do not think it is to replace
me. In fact 1 think Dean Stur-
ridge does not want to carry on
with the team and it could be he
is looking for a partner for me
not a reE acement,"

The bandy-legged Costa Ri-
can admitted he was not happy
with his personal goal tally tl?‘fs
season but said the problem was
a general one.
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~ \ SYDNEY, May
| 3 12 (Reuters/ In-
| A ternet): Aus-
| " orcoum tralia's build-up
M‘Eld?..) lo World Cup be-

€ A48 | san almost im-

L |

imediately after
their loss to Sri Lanka in the
final of the 1996 tournament.

It was only then that Aus-
tralia's cricket selectors finally
decided to embark on a fresh
approach to the one-day game.

Australia’s philosophy be-
fore that had been to rely upon
the same players who had
proven themselves in the Test
arena with the addition of the
odd all-rounder.

Th«ﬂ:}r worked on the theory
ol building their innings by
keeping their wickets intact for
a late flourish then pressuring
the opposition with tight bowl-
ing.

Australia's strategy had been
good enough to enable them to
win the 1987 World Cup but
their defeat by Sri Lanka at the
Gaddali Stadium in Lahore
nine years later exposed the
shortcomings of the game plan.

oSri Lanka's innovative use
of pinch-hitters at the top of the
order and their policy of chip-
ping over the in-field from the
start ol the innings changed
forever the way one-day cricket
would be played. )

It signalled to the rest of the
world that limited-overs
vricket had finally evolved
Irom the longer version of the
game and needed to be treated as
A different entity.

Australia, to their credit.
were one of the first nations in
the world to take heed of the Sri
Lankan message, even though
they were alrea [v recognised as
the best Test-playing country
on earth.

They did not, however, fol-
low Sri Lanka's attack-at-all
costs approach but instead re-
structured their selection policy

Aussies leave nothing to chance

by choosing separate leams for
lests and limited-overs
mialches,

A number of players were
chosen in both sides but some of
the biggest names in Australian
cricket, including former cap-
tain Mark Taylor and veteran
wicketkeeper lan Healy, sud-
denly found themselves out of
favour for one-day selection.

The policy, which was im-
plemented for the sole purpose
of winning the World Cup, ruf-
fled more than a few feathers
when it was first introduced but
has since been seen as a master-
stroke following the emergence
of a new breed of one-day spe-
cialists, particularly Adam
Gilchrist and Michael Bevan.

Gilchrist, who single-hand-
edly replaced both Taylor and
Healy, has proved a revelation.
A dashing left-handed bats-
man, Gilchrist has been ap-
pointed to open the Australian
innings along with Mark
Waugh. who normally bats at
number four in the Test team.

Together they have formed a
formidable partnership with
Gilchrist, in particular, relish-
ing his role. He has already
scored five centuries including
the highest ever score (154) by
an Ausiralian in a one-day
match which he made against
Sri Lanka earlier this year and
helped the team off to a flying
start,

He also keeps wicket and
while he is perhaps not as nim-
ble behind the stumps as Healy
but he has been more than ade-
quate for the abbreviated ver-
sion of the game.

Bevan, oo, has also been a
revelation, propping up the
Australian middle-order with
an endless stream of runs.

Although he has failed to
shine in his limited test ap-
pearances for Australia, parti)}r
because of his problems against
short-pitched bowling, Bevan
has shone on the one-day stage

where bouncers are effectively
banned.

His almost unbelievable av-
erage of 62 is a tribute to the
number of times he remains not
out although his real genius is
in the manner in which he
calmly goes about shepherding
the tail-enders from the strike
at the close of innings as he
carefully builds his own score.

But Australia's strengths do
not lie entirely with their one-
day specialists. They also boast
a number of highly experienced,
and equally shrewd, campaign-
Ers.

Their captain. Steve Waugh.,
is possibly the [iercest competi-
tor in the game and leg-spinner
Shane Warne and paceman
Glenn McGrath remain as two
of the world's premier strike
bowlers.

Australia's fresh approach
to the game has already met
with a degree of success.

They beat South Africa last
season to win a triangular
World Series tournament at
home then hammered England
to retain their title this year.

But they also crashed to an
early defeat at last year's mini
World Cup tournament in
Bangladesh and were beaten by
South Africa in the Common-
wealth Games final in Kuala
Lumpur.

Australia's biggest problems
in recent years have been at the
hands of two individual play-
ers, India's Sachin Tendulkar

and West Indian skipper Brian
Lara.

The two have an unecanny
knack of producing their best
ainst Australia and although
the players concede that is
ﬁl"ﬂhahl]f the one variable they
ave little power over, they re-
main supremely confident that
if they can keep that pair in
check they can go all tll'lje way
and win in England.

CARDIFF., May

,‘,:'l\ 12 (Reuters): Th-
T o vl ink of Aus-
! i tralia's likely

W?p World Cup ma-
ale. Qg " | fch-winners and
NS AR Lthe names
that leap to nnind are captain
Steve Waugh, fast bowler Glenn
McGrath, leg-spinner Shane
Warne and dashing opener
Adam Gilchrist.

It is a fair bet that all-
rounder Brendon Julian. who
bowls left-arm at a brisk
medium pace and bats right-
handed, is not on your list.

- Yet. befare the tournament
erids with the final at Lord's on
June 20, he could have played
an important part in Australi-
a's progress.

The statistical evidence in
the Western Australian's [avour
is, admittedly, far from con-
vincing. Unlike some of his il-
lustrious team mates, Julian's
figures are some way short of
startling.

A one-day international bat-
ting average ol 13.44 and 22
wickets at 41.68 are not the
stutf of legend. But it is because
the World Cup is being played in
England that Julian could yet
turn out to be a match-winner.

On days when skies are grey,
and pitches have some moisture
in them, Julian's natural swing
bowling allied to the seaming
qualities of the white ball could
see him pose problems to the
best batsmen.

He has experience of English
conditions after two Ashes
tonrs in 1993 and 1997, plus a

season with Surrey in 1996
when he finished with 61 firsi-
class wickets and showed his
batting credentials with a cen-
tury against Lancashire.

"l would love to come back
here again. | have had offers
from Surrey and Kent so hope-
fully it will happen," said Ju-
lian at Australia's World Cup
base in Cardiff.

T have played on most of the

BRENDAN JULIAN

grounds where we have games
so | know what to expect. and
that knowledge is always useful.

“In the one-day game you are
looking 1o keep things fairly
light when you bowl. The ball
we are using does have quite a
big seam on it and is pretty
hard. too.

Julian: The unsung hero?

_"But you still have gol lo con-
trol the swing, especially with
the umpires being tough on
wides."

The Australians have used
Julian to open the innings —
and he has no worries about
stepping into the "pinch-hit-
ting" role in a World Cup.

"It can be a bit of a dicey job
but I'm there to do a job and try
to score quickly. If I'm asked Lo
do it again that's fine. But one of
the good things about this team
is that we have plenty of op-
tions with bat and ball."

No group of players are bet-
ter prepared than Julian and

.I his téarnh mafes.”

" "We have been training very
‘hard and that includes havin

someone help us with menta
skills. Trust me, he's no witch
doctor. He just helps us have a
more structured approach to
our game," the all-rounder ex-
plained.

"This tournament is on a gar
with the Ashes for me and I
can't wait to be a part of it," said
Julian, his boyish enthusiasm
breaking through the profes-
sional exterior,

It is worth remembering, if
Australia do reach the final,
that Julian has a liking for
Lord's.

Six years ago he made his
one-day international debut at
the traditional home of cricket,
took three for 50 from his 11
overs and won the man-of-the-
match award.

Not many people gave him a
chance before than match ei-
ther.

NEW DELHI,
: May 12(Reuters/
) Internet): What
g happens when a

a

o

o

mw E“p: stockbroker
€. Aln..0a" | economist can-

= i nol kick his cri-
cket addiction? You get "Cri-

Cetries” on Lthe Internet.

During the World Cup start-
ing on Friday, a World Wide Web
site (http:// www.cricketx.com)
will olfer running probabilities
of victory lor each team before
and during matches, based on
the current form and past per-
formance of the 12 sides.

Select the batting team, en-
ter the score and number of
overs bowled at any point in the
match, and you will get their
chances of victory in percentage
lermis,

It is predicting the future
based on past performance. a
technique used by stockbrokers
L

and foreign exchange dealers
all over the world to place their
bets ...er, investments.

"We are putting our necks on
the line.” said economist and
fund manager Surjit Bhalla, the
brain behind No Boundaries In-
ternational which is hosting
Lhe website.

"We give you probabilities.
odds if you will. belore the
match and as the match pro-
vresses,” said Bhalla who has
worked for the World Bank and
investment bank Goldman

Sachs.

The site is scheduled to be
hosted from Wednesday, Bhalla
said he expected the model to
have a 70 percent success rate in
predictions before a match, 75
percent in the 25th over of a vic-
tory chase, and 80 percent at the
end of 30 overs.

Bhalla conceived a "Crimet-

Betting legally online !

rics” (cricketl cconometrics)
model for test cricket in 1987,
and has since made presenta-
tions on the subject at the Lon-
don School of Economics, the
Indian Statistical Institute and
Princeton University.

"Data for the entire history
of cricket (test cricket, 1877 Lo
present, and one-day cricket,
1971 to present) are used to de-
velop and test performance of
teams and

While CricketX is busy
crunching numbers SatyamOn-
line. an Internet service
provider [(ISP) affiliated to
Salyam Computer Services Litd,
has launched CricEx a "virtual
stock exchange" on cricket.

The site (http://cricket.
satyamonline.com) will have
punters placing "virtual money"
on their favourite players and
teams. Winners will get prizes.
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England coach Graham Gooch (L) and captain Al
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ec Stewart during practice yesterday.
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