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Bangla Academy
elections Friday

Forty-one candidates are
contesting the first ever direct
election of Bangla Academy.
The election will be held tomor-
row, reports BSS.

The candidates will be con-
testing for seven seats of the ex-
ecutive committee of the 44 year
academy. The election is taking

lace after a gap of eight years.

e last election was held in
1991.

A source at the Academy said
this is for the first time that all
the voters with identity cards
will have to be present at the
Academy premises in person to
cast votes. The casting of votes
will begin at 10 am and will be

continued till 5 pm without any
interruption, the source said
adding none would be allowed
to cast vote without ID cards.

The number of voters in the
election is 1873.

Police action
condemned

Gano Forum yesterday
. protested the police atrocities
against a woman and journal-
Ists during the hartal hours in
the city Tuesday, reports UNB.
In a statement, Gano Forum
acting president Adv Zahirul Is-
lam and general secretary Sai-
fuddin Ahmed Manik also de-
manded exemplary punishment
to the policemen responsible,
The Bangladesh Society for
the Enforcement of Human
Rights in a separate statement
also condemned the police ac-
tion on journalists during the
half-day hartal and demanded
E;.mishmem for those responsi-
€,

Comirnittee to Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ] vyesterday
protested and condemned the
police attack on journalists
during Tuesday's hartal and
demanded punishment to re-
sponsible policemen for the in-
cidents.

The demand came from a
meeting of the CPJ held at the
National Press Club with CPJ
convenor Ataus Samad in the
chair. It also demanded com-

ensation from the government
or the injured journalists.

The CPJ members said the
police attack and their threat to
open gunshots have made it dif-
ficult and risky to perform the
professional duties of the jour-
nalists, said a press release.

"Police atrocities perpe-
trated years after years have
been endangering the lives of
the people, pushing the country
towards shamelul situation and
the government into trouble,"
said the CPJ meeting.*

The CPJ congratulated the
holojournalists and reporters
or {:nflecting picture and cover-

ing the "assaulting of a woman
in the street by policemen dur-
111% the hartal” ignoring dilfi-
culty and physical torture.

‘Hasan Syeed, Syed Ka-

maluddin, Golam Tahabur, Fa-

jalj MnKaial
u'lr;,r_,_.

CHowdt

F‘ari;rr Hossain, Jaynal Abeédin,
Chinmoy Mutsuddi. Salim
Samad, Golam Mohiuddin
Khan and CPJ member secre-
tary Sawkat Mahmud were pre-
sent.

Student body for
8pc allocation of

GDP for edn sector

in nat’] budget

By DU Correspondent

Jatiya Chhatra Dal, a left-
leaning student organisation,
yesterday brought out a proces-
sion on the Dhaka University
campus demanding allocation
of eight per cent of Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) for educa-
tion sector in the forthcoming
National Budget,

To press home their demand.
the Jatiya Chhatra Dal also
held a rally at the main gate of
Arts Building at noon.

WDB

From page 1

minds of the Ipuhlit:.

The para lour and five of the
news item narrates: "Some
sources in WDB office, however,
claimed that the WDB officials
themselves created the oppor-
tunity for the "terrorists™ to
press for awarding contracts for
renovation of Rajshahi Town
Protection Embankment.

“They (officials) cancelled
the lottery system of judging
tenders and introduced the pre-
vious system of lowest rate with
five per cent below or above.
Some contractors took the new
sysiem as an opportunity to
press the WDB officials for giv-
ing them work,” one source
said.

These remarks are abso-
lutely baseless and untrue. The
proposed renovation work on
Rajshahi Town Protection
scheme is being financed by the
World Bank. They do not allow
their works to be done by lot-
tery system and the work order
must be given to the lowest
evaluated bidder as per bank
guidelines.

Therefore., the question of
Walter Development Board offi-
cials involvement in creating
the opportunity for the terror-
ists to press for awarding con-
tracts does not arise.

The allegations made in
para-3 that BWDB officials were
not Rajshahi on May 11 is also
incorrect. The Chief Engineer
and the Superintending Engi-
neer did their office works in
their offices in Rajshahi on
11.05.1999. They were attend-
ing the honourable Minister's
programme at Gaibandha on
8th and 9th May. The Chief En-
gineer had to come to Dhaka on
official duty on 10th May and
returned to Rajshahi the same
day. The Executive Engineer
was officially on leave up to
11.05.99 and has resumed his
duties on completion of his
leave.

In para 1 and 2, it was al-
leged that the terrorists again
attacked and ransacked the Di-
visional Otffice of BWDB on
11.05.99 and took away the
keys of office rooms. This is
also not true,

s Matitur Rahgno| |
...?[ynlﬂ" ~hedin,

Gulf War victims

UN pays compensation to
14,977 Bangladeshis

The United Nations Com-
mission on Compensation paid
another tranche of reparation
money to 14,977 Bangladeshis
repatriated from Iraq and
Kuwait during the Gulf War, re-
ports UNDB.

Each of 13,536 returnees in
‘A’ category and 1,441 in ‘C’ got
cheque for 2500 US dollars in
the fifth phase,

Labour and Employment
Minister Abdul Mannan
handed over cheques to them at
the auditorium of the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and
Training in the city yesterday.

The UN Commission has
given compensation to 4,551
Bangladeshis in the first phase,
13.269 in second and 13,543 in
the fourth phase. No
Bangladeshis got the money in
the third phase.

Speaking on the occasion

the Labour and Employment
Minister asked government of-
ficlals to be transparent and ac-
countable in their function as a
present government believes in
accountability.

He, however, praised bureau
officials for their sincerity to
et the compensation money
rom the United Nations.

At the same time, the minis-
ter cautioned officials about
any “corruption.”

Presided over by Labour Sec-
retary Mohammad Ahsan Ali
sarker, the function was also
addressed, among others, by
Joint Secret M A M Reza-e-
Elahi, Dalil Uddin Mondal, Bu-
reau Director Mahbubur Rah-
man and president of Irag-
RKuwait Returnees’ Welfare As-

sociation Mohammad Ali
Ashraf,

News

Ensuring status of refugeeé in SAARC countries

Need for establishing regional

convention stressed

Speakers at a workshop in
the city Cresterda}r underscored
the need for establishing a re-
gional convention to ensure the
status and protecl the rights of
refugees in the SAARC coun-
tries, reports BSS.

They said there were re-
gional conventions in Africa,
Europe and in USA for ensur-
ing dignity of the refugees in ex-
ile. But it is still absent-in the
SAARC region due to lack of

sincere initiatives, they ob-
served.
Political advisor to the

Prime Minister Dr SA Malek
altended the concluding session
of the workshop as the chief
guest while vice president of Bar
Council and Chairman of the
SAARC law Barrister Amirul
Islam presided.

Held in the Bangladesh Bar
Council Auditorium, the work-
shop titled "Refugee Law
Traim‘nf Programme" was ad-
dressed, among others, by

UNHCR local representative

Wilbert Van Hovell, president of

the Bar Council executive co-
mmittee Shudhangshu She-
khor Halder and Prof Shamsul
Hug of Open University.

Dr Malek described the long
history of refugees in the globe,
especially in South Asia and
South-East Asia and said the
cause of the overall refugee
problem in the region was the
absence of legal framework to
protect them. He said no nation
of South East Asia has signed
the convention of 1951 angn the
protocol of 1997, "Besides, there
1s no regional deeds to restore
the rights of the refugees”, he
observed.

He, however, acknowledged
that the formulation work of
the regional convention on
refugee law for South Asia was
going on under the supervision
of Chief Judges of SAARC coun-
tries and concerned lawyers. He
requested Barrister Islam to fi-

nalise the regional convention
to play an important role in
solving refugee problems in the
region,

Hovell lauded Bangladesh
and the present government for
providing supports and hospi-
tality to UNHCR to repatriate a
major part of Rohingya refugees
migrated in the country from
neighbouring Myanmar. He ex-

ressed the hope that
angladesh would start further

talks to Myanmar for repatria-

tion of the rest of the refugees.
Terming refugee problem as
a regional and sometimes as
global one Hovell said there
must have a consensus on the
status of refugees. He said civil

society, NGOs, media and the
lawyers can play the pivotal
role in solving the refugee
problem globally,

Barrister Islam underlined
the need for the convention for
the refugees of the region.

Daffodil computer fair

stirs much enthusiasm

-

One can avail the opportu-
ity to save up to 15 per cent of
the budget for a personal com-
puter at the computer fair or-
ganised by Daffodil Computers,
a pioneering computer firm in
private sector.

About 50000 visitors
thronged the week-long exhibi-
tion at the Daffodil’'s Head Of-
fice at Kalabagan in the city,
Eight leading computer com-
panies are taking part in the
fair.

"The main objective of the
fair was to reduce the gap be-
tween the country's two main
computer expositions, the
Bangladesh Computer Samity
(BCS) and Comtech computer
show,” said an official of Daf-
fodils Computer. !

He said, "Another objective
is to introduce new products to
the computer enthusiasts as the
main computer exposition is
held after a long gap, usually in
November-December each
year.”

A huge number of visitors
thronged to the stall of JAN As-
sociates which offers various
types of Frinte:rs at a liberal

rice. Daffodil Computers of-
ered their own product Daf-
fodil PC at an introductory
price ranging from Tk 28,500 to
Tk 38,500.

Hi-Tech Professional is of-
fering home theatre package at
Tk 80,000. Their multi-media,
“Kobi” was highly praised by

visitors. VAS Digital,-an-Inter;

(B8 servie proYidedsbamafieres

DU debating
society polls

tomorrow

By DU Correspondent

Election to the Dhaka Uni-
versit Debatin Societ
(DUDS) will be held at its TS
office tomorrow,

A total of 51 members will
caste their votes to elect new
president and general secretary
of the 17-member executive
body of DUDS.

Four candidates are contest-
ing for the two key posts. Con-
testants for the president post
are Tariqul Islam Liton of Kabi
Jasim Uddin Hall and
Moniruddin Ahmed of Ziaur
Rahman Hall, while Shaikh
Imtiaz of Bangabandhu Hall
and Subrata Sarkar Puru of Ja-
gannath Hall are vying for the
post of general secretary.

By Staff Correspondent .

internet connection uhijr at
Taka 500, while Computer
Barta, a computer-related mag-
azine, has offered subscription
at a reduced price.

The Safe Works Computer
has come up with a Bangla
multi-media encyclopaedia
which includes a dictionary of
17,000 words, mythological
stories, biographies of world
veterans and many other
things.

BD Tech has presented a
multi-media CD ROM on
learning prayers (namaj). It
also offers Intel Pentium PC at
the lowest price of only Tk
21,400,

Bangladesh expects to earn
100 million U.S. dollars
through export of computer
software in 1999-2000, an offi-
cial of Bangladesh Computer
Samity told the Daily Star at
the computer fair.

This figure was five times
higher than the export target
for the current fiscal, he said.

"We also expect to earn up to
100 million dollars by export-
ing software in the next fiscal.
Although it sounds too ambi-
tious at this moment, I think it
can be achieved," he said.

This year for the first time
Bangladesh is exporting soft-
ware to the United States and
Britain.

Bangladesh has already
earned over 7 million dollar
and it s pected that the
earning wo nd at around.
20 mil dollar at the end of
the year.

Some 800 companies are do-
ing computer business in
Bangladesh, including 10 in
joint venture and five foreign
conipanies. And about 100,000
people have been involved in
computer business.

The government has de-
clared software export a thrust
sector and allowed duty-free
import of computers, commerce
ministry officials said. Import
of computer in Bangladesh is
also collateral-free.

- Heart camp
in Bagerhat

A day-long 'heart camcf:’ will
be arranged in Bagerhat district
on Friday, reports UNB.

Ten cardiologists from
Dhaka Suhrawardy Hospital
will go there and see the pa-
lients from 8 am to 5 pm,

" —

INAUGURATION

AGD SURVIVORS FOUNDATION
B MAY 1999
DHAKA. BANGLADESH

The Acid Survivors Foundation was formed in the city yesterday. (From left) Ms Shahida

Azfar, Unicef country representative, Kazi Fazlur Rahman, Chairman of Board of Trustees
of the Acid Survivors Foundation, Nicholas Etheridge, Canadian High Commissioner, and
Dr John Morrison, Unicef Consultant, at the signing ceremony held at the National Press

Club.
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FENA welcomes
decision to reopen

Dhaka-NY flight

By Special Correspondent

Flight Engineers and
Navigators Association (FENA)
welcpmed the decision to re-
open the Dhaka-New York
flight of Bangladesh Biman as
announced by the Minister for
Ciyil Avigtior apd Jougisg =

n a stalement the
president Flt Engr Abdullah
Mohibuddin renewed the organ-
isation's suggestions for hiring
a Boeing 747-300 aircraft to op-
erate the route on purchase or
on dry lease to ferry more pas-
sengers and make it profitable
at low seat-mile cost.

It suggested that the wide-
bodied aircraft could also be
used on flights to Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait.

Nepalese envoy
visits AIUB

&

Nepalese Ambassador in
Bangladesh Madhu Raman
Acharya visited the AMA Inter-
national University Bangla-
desh [AIUB) camipus at Banani
yvesterday, says a press release.

He went round different de-
partments of the university and
showed keen interest in the ex-
cellent facilities for quality ed-

ucation.

i

Action plan to improve
project implementation

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the World Bank
(WB) have reached an under-
standing on an action plan to
improve project implementa-
tion capabilities and efficiency,

“a'bahk press release said yes-

[eday, repofts BSS.

action plan. was taken on
Tuesday at a joint review meet-
ing on country portfolio per-
formance-1999,

Delegating adequate finan-
cial and procurement authority
to the project directors,
strengthening the selection and
appointment criteria of project
directors, instituting project
Fuiding mechanism and simpli-
Finf{ land acquisition and re-
settiement procedures will be
addressed under the action
plan.

The other issues to be cov-
ered under the action plan are:
streamlining recruitment of
consultants, improving exper-
lise in procurement, strength-
ening projects auditing system
and ensuring greater participa-
tion of the Implementation,
Monitoring and Evaluation
Division (IMED) in project su-
pervision.

Meanwhile, Asian
Development Bank is planning
to provide financial assistance

it decision Yo take Lp the

to Bangladesh for the proposed
Second Small Scale Water
Resources Development Project
[(SSWRDSP), says a press re-
lease.

the

Government of

Netherlands and IFAD also ex-

pressed inferest to provide fi-
nancial assistance with ADB.
The proposed project will be
nationwide and will be imple-
mented through LGED.

A workshop was held at the
LGED Bhaban to discuss various
aspects of the proposed project.
Participants, included rep-
resentatives from various min-
istries, departments, NGOs,
academics, as well as from var-
ious irrigation sub-projects of
LGED.

~ Toshio Kondo, Mission Head
ol ADB stated that he was happy
to note that a candid discussion
took place among the partici-
pants leading to an improved
project design. He highly ap-
preciated the achievements ol
SSWRDSP. He said that ADB is
contemplating to launch second
phase of the project which will
cover vast areas of Bangladesh.
The workshop was presided
over by Ataullah Bhuiya,
Additional Chief Engineer of
LGED.

"

Larma hailed for taking
charge of CHTRC

RANGAMATI, May 12:
Different organisations and in-
dividuals today congratulated
the chairman-designate of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional
Council (CHTRC), Jatirindra
Eudhipriiyn Larma for taking
charge of CHTRC to implement
the CHT peace accord, reports
BSS.

Chairman of the Task Force
on Repatriated Tribal and
Internal Refugees Rehabil-
itation Affairs and member of
the CHT Peace Accord Imple-
mentation Committee Dipan-
kar Talukdar MP, congra-
tulated the chairman of CHTRC
Jatirindra Bodhipriyo Larma
for taking over the charge of
CHTRC today during an
interview with the BSS over
telephone.

"Decrepitude and despon-
dency eveloped in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts due to
delay in taking over charges of
CHTRC has been removed today
and I am very happy for it.”
Dipankar said.

Dipankar conveyed his
thanks to Shantu Larma for his
intention to share the govern-
ment in implementing the
peace accord by taking over
charges of CHTRC, expressed in
a press-briefing at Khagra-
chhari on Monday.

The unwanted delay in func-
tioning of the CHTRC had cre-
ated an impasse in restoration
of peace and carrying out devel-
opment activities in the insur-
gency-battered Chittagong Hill
Tracts, Dipankar said. "We are
now to work with utmost sin-
cerity to create such an atmo-
sphere so that people, irrespec-
tive of caste, ::reedp and religion
can live here with their due
rights in communal harmony,”
he added.

Rangamati Municipal
Chairman Habibur Rahman in
his instant reaction told BSS
over telephone today that the
president of the Parbattya
Chattagram Jano Sanghati

Samity (PCJSS) has admitted
the reality, though late, through
taking over charge of CHTRC.
Implementation of the CHT
peace accord will be become eas-
ier now, he said.

CHTRC will play a vital role
in restoration of peace, stabil-
ity and carrying out develop-
ment activities, Habibh hoped.
adding that the functioning of
CHTRC will materialise the
hopes and aspirations of the
people of CHT. He thanked the
chairman of CHTRC and its
Councillors.

President of Rangamati
Press Club and Editor of local
daily the Giridarpan AKM
Maqud Ahmed thanked the
president of the PCJSS for as-
suming the responsibility of
CHTRC.

Convenor of the Rangamati
Nagorik Committee and a tradi-
tional tribal leader of the dis-
trict, Gautam Dewan congratu-
lated the president of the PCJSS
for assuming the responsibility
of CHTRC. It (CHTRC]) will play
a positive role in implementa-
tion of the peace accord,
Gautam hopes while expressing
his reaction to BSS over tele-
phone.

President of Rangamati
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Kazi Nazrul Islam
said the uncertainty which was
prevailing after formation of
CHTRC on September 6, last
year has been removed through
taking charges. CHTRC will re-
lentlessly work for restoration
of peace and expansion of
commerce and industries in the
region, Kazi hopes.

A young tribal leader,
Advocate Pratim Roy Pampoo
while expressing his pleasure in
his reaction said that the able
leadership of Shantu Larma in
cooperation with the pro-people
government, will succeed in
restoring peace, both for tribal
and non-tribal people, living in
this region.

{ Ramendu Majumder.

A Jamat-e-Islami Bangladesh procession protesting the police action on a BNP procession

and assault on journalists during Tuesday’s hartal.

— Star photo

DU Senate Pﬂlls

GOP leaders
exchange views
with journalists

Leaders of Ganatantrik
Oikkya Parishad (GOP) of the
registered graduates of the
Dhaka University called on edi-
tors and senior journalists of
the Daily Ajker Kagoj, Bhorer
Kagoj, Pratham Alo and Muk-
takantha on Tuesday night, re-
ports BS5.

They discussed different as-
pects of the coming Senate elec-
tion. The GOP leaders urged the
journalists to extend allout
support to the pro-liberation

GOP panel to the Senate elec-
tion to be held on June 6 to 16.
Led by Prof Shamsul Huda
Haroon, the GOP delegation in-
cluded, Syed Badruddin Hos-
sain, Dr Rangalal Sen, Adv
Syed Ahmed, Dr Haroon-or-
Rasheed, Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, Prof Mahfuza
Khanam, Khaleda Habib,
Habibur Rahman Khan and

Paved road network grows
100 times in 50 years

The paved road network
grew by more than 100 times in
the country, except for towns
and cities, in 50 years since par-
tition of the Indian sub-conti-
nent in 1947, reports BSS. -

“It also registered almost
five-fold growth in the post-lib-
eration period,” a seminar was
told yesterday:.

The country now has 21,854
km of paved roads in the cate-
gories of national highway, re-
gional highway and feeder road,
compared to nearly 4,500-km
road network the country had
just after liberation.

Of the roads, 3,153 km are
classified as national highway,
1,746 km as regional highway
and the rest are teeder roads.

The roads — both paved and
unpaved — covered only 2,635
km on this part of the sub-con-
tinent in 1947.

“Paved among the entire
road network in 1947 was less
than two hundred km.” said
Abdul Wadud, chief engineer of
the department of roads and
highways department, in his

4 speech to the seminar titled

'‘Roads in Bangladesh — the next
millennium.’

The seminar was arranged to
mark the launching of phase
three of the Institutional De-
velopment Component (IDC3).
an important element of the
Road Rehabilitation and Man-
agement Project [RRMP) as-
sisted by the World Bank and
Department For International
Development (DFID) of the
United Kingdom.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain inaugurated the
seminar which was also ad-
dressed by Syed Reazul Hyat,
secretary of Roads and Rail-
ways Division (RRD) and David
C. Walker, British high com-
missioner in Dhaka.

Bill Hodgkinson, team
leader of IDC3, made a presen-
tation about the objectives and
methods of achieving the goal
on road safety and management
within five years.

Eng. Md Nurul Azam Khan,
project director RRMP3, said at
the time of partition, there were
only a few paved roads outside
Lthe capital.

| Mobile Ehnne

Probe body to
Investigate
irregularities

A sub-committee to probe
the alleged irregularities in the
services of the privately owned
mobile telephone companies
was formed yesterday at a meet-
ing of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Post and Telecom-
munications, reports BSS.

A Jatiya Sangsad Secre-
tariat press release said the sub-
committee headed by Whip
Mizanur Rahman Manu, will
also investigate the service
standard and activities of the
mobile phone companies. )

The sub-committee will look
into the possibilities if em-
ployment opportunities for
youths can be created by settin
up PABX telephone lines in dif-
ferent areas.

Whip Mizanur Rahman
Manu, Mohammad Shahabud-
din, Sharif Khasruzzaman, Ad-
vocate Fazle Rabbi, Lutfur
Rahman Khan (Azad), Advocate
Mohd. Nadim Mostafa and
Barkat Ullah Bulu were present
in the meeting presided over by

Lhe committee chairman Kamal -

Ahmed Mojumdar.

Acid survivors
foundation

launched
By Staff Correspondent

A foundation for the acid-
burnt victims was launched at a
simple ceremony at the Na-
tional Press Club yesterday.

The Acid Survivors Founda-
tion has been established to
tackle the problems of increas-
ing acid-throwing incidents
against women and to coordi-
nate support activities for the
survivors across the country.

A document of the Founda-
lion was signed by the board of
trustee members including its
chairman Kazi F Rahman, Dr S
L Sen, Plastic Surgeon Consul-
tant at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, Stephen Turner,
Depuly High Commissioner,
British High Commission, and
Ee%um Ivy Rahman of Jatiya
Mahila Sangstha.

In his opening remark, Dr
John Morrison, a Unicef con-
sultant, who put a lot of effort
in the formation of the Foun-
dation said, "The idea of the
foundation is to eliminate the
dreadful tragedies suffered by
many victims who need help."

Unicef Countir, Representa-
tive Ms Shahida Azfar told the
function: "In addition to many
of the responsibilities taken up
by Unicef to addréss the prob-
lem, we hope to support aware-
ness activities. This is one area
we are very concerned about.”

The consequences of acid
attacks are traumatic — physi-
cally, psychologically and so-
cially. The impact of acid burn

| is catastrophic, it causes skin !

tissue to melt, often leaving the
adjacent bones exposed. The
victims lose one or both eyes in
many cases.

The Foundation will work
with local NGOs, the govern-
ment and the international
community to provide assis-
lance in the treatment, rehabil-
itation and reintegration into
the society of survivors by
identifying and improving ex-
isting services.

The Foundation would pro-
vide survivors with better ac-
cess to quality medical care, le-
gal aid, and cnunsellin%

The Foundation, which has
a board of 15 members, would
also arrange safe shelters,
trainin% employment and edu-
cation for the victims.

Dental Society

urges govt to
withdraw VAT

Bangladesh Dental Society
(BDS) yesterday urged the gov-
ernment to withdraw Value
Added Tax (VAT) from private
practice by dental surgeons im-
posed in this fiscal, Treports
BSS. :

"If the VAT is not with-
drawt, dental treatment will be
more expensive and it will be
impossible for the government
to implement 'health for all'
programme by the year 2000,"
they said at a press conference
at the National Press Club,

They said dental treatment
is very expensive as surgeons
have to pay huge amounts of
taxes to import equipment from
abroad.

They said that VAT was not
imposed on any medical prac-
tice, except for dental surgery.

President of the society Prof
Dr Anwarul Alam, Secretar
General Dr Abdul Male
Bhuiyan and other office-bear-

ers Prof Ashraf Hussain, Mirza

Ali Haider and Mostagq Hasan
Sattar addressed the press con-
ference.

He commits
suicide for
failing to

marry fifth time

- BARGUNA. May 12: Failing
to marry for the fifth time, a
day labourer has allegedly
committed suicide at Amtali in
the district, reports UNB.

Amtali thana sources said
Mosharaf Hossain, the day
labourer, earlier married four
women of whom two divorced
him knowing his penchant for-
polygamy.

His third wife, Shahinur,
also stayed away for a long time
liviﬁ with her parents.

osharaf used to live with
his fourth wife, Rahima, at her
parent's house at the Amtali
slum.

On Tuesday, he went to his
village home and expressed his
wish for a fifth wife. But getting
no sympathy from the villagers,
his parents and other relatives,
Mosharaf took poison.

He was rushed to Amtali:
Health Complex, but died there
at noon today.
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UNDP to help
establish HR
institute

The United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) has
agreed in principle to provide
financial support to the
government for setting up an
independent Human Rights
Institute in Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

UNDP Resident Represen-
tative David Lockwood disclo-
sed this in a meeting with Law
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru
yesterday.

The main objective of the
proposed institute is to impart
training to police and other law
enforcers on human rights and
make them conscious about the
issue, the Law Minister said.

He said the institute would
Elay an important role in the

ackdrop of establishing a
strong and neutral National
Human Rights Commission.

Breast clinic to have
mammography

machine

Eangahandhu Sheikh Muijib
Medical University (BSMMU] is
going to install a mammogra-
Phﬁ! machine at its newly estab-
ished breast clinic soon to ac-
curately diagnose breast cancer,
reports BSS,

The university sources said
the machine would enhance it
is the facilities of the clinic, Set
up a year ago, it is currently
treating 15 to 20 patients a
week, with the number is in-
creasing fast.

The university has been
running the clinic since August
last year at its outdoor, univer-
sity sources said,

The clinic was launched zf-
ter the Institute of Postgraduate
Medical Research (IPGMR) was
turned into Medical University.

A pool of surgery specialists,
oncoplogists, radiologists,
pathologists and other spe-
cialised doclors are treating pa-
tients at the clinic.

The clinic remains open on
Wednesdays from 2:30 pm to 4
pm, the university sources said,
?dding that the poor are treated
ree

Some changes
1n administration

The government has made a
number of important changes
in the administration, said an
official handout yesterday, re-

ports UNB
. Retired -~ tary M
Deyeed has oeen appoilieu

Chairman of the Securities and
Exchanges Commission on con-
tract basis for three years.

The one-year contract ser-
vice of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) News Editor
Hossain-uz-Zaman Chowdhury
as the agency's Managing
Director and Chief Editor has

been cancelled.
. The--LPR of Bangladesh, -
Shilpakala''Academy Difecttr '

Hamida Haq has been cancelled
and she was appointed to the
same post for one year on con-
tract.

Colonel A H M Shahidullah
has been appointed the
Surveyor General under the
Defence Ministry on deputation
while the services of incumbent
surveyor General Brig
Mohammad Shahedul Islam
Mondol has been placed at the
Armed Forces Headquarters.

The contract service of
Project Director and Professor
of the Child and Mother Health
Institute Dr M Q K Talukder has
been extended for two more
years under the same terms and
conditions from the date of
joining.

N W Khandaker, a former of-
licer of Bangladesh Shippin
Corporation and former Chie
Controller of Imports and
Exports, has been appointed the
Managing Director of Jiban
Bima Corporation.

The services of Debdatta
Khisha, Deputy Secretary of the
Housing and Public Works
Ministry, have been placed at
the CHT Affairs Ministry for
appointment as the Executive
Officer of the CHT Regional
Council on deputation.

The services of Salla Thana
Nirbahi Officer Sukriti Ranjan
Chakma have been placed at the
CHT Affairs Ministry for ap-
pointment on deputation as the
Private Secretary to the chair-
man of the CHT Regional
Council.

Govt urged to deploy
BDR at HSC exam

centres

BCS General Education As-
sociation yesterday urged the
overnment to deploy BDR
orces along with police at all
HSC examination centres to
stem cheating and ensure
smooth holding of the exami-
nation, reports B55.

A meeting of the Central Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Asso-
ciation, a platform of teachers
of government colleges, ex-
pressed concern over the
widespread unfair means a
tion in the HSC examinativus,
a press release said.

The meeting also condemned
the reported incidents of as-
sault on teachers on examina-
tion duties. .

Congratulating the teachers
who performed their duties
with courage in an adverse situ-
ationn, the meeting demanded
exemplary punishment to those
responsible for the attacks.

Obituary

Ameena Khatun, wife of Mir
Habibur Rahman, retired chief
engineer of Water Development
Board, died at Suhrawardy
Hospital yesterday after pro-
longed illness. She was 68, re-
ports BSS.

She is survived by her hus-
band, five sons, six daughters
and a host of grand children.

The body has been kept at
the mortuary of ICDDR,B to fa-
cilitate some of her children,
who are abroad, to have a last
glimpse of her, family sources
said.



