From Staff Correspondent

workers of Chittagon
Mills (CSM] observe
hunger strike at Shaheed Minar
in the city today protesting the
‘pay-off decision’ of the gov-
ernment.

dusk hartal in the cit
row to press home
mands including reopening of
mills and payment of outstand-
ing salaries.

during the hunger strike call
upon the people to make tomor-
row's hartal against the gov-
emment move a Success.

-

Ctg Steel Mills
Workers call
hartal in
Ctg today

CHITTAGONG, May 12: The
Steel
token

They also called a dawn-to-
tomor-
eir- de-

The protesters at a meetin

The meeting was addressed
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13 more lose bank

directorship

Thirteen more directors of
nine commercial banks, in-
cluding the chairman of Cit
Bank, lost their directorship af-
ter the High Court yesterday
discharged their petitions
challenging notices of their re-
moval.

Those who lost their seats
are Chairman M A Hashem of
City Bank, M N Amin, Dr Z H
Gazi and Ainul Huq of Social
Investment Bank, Md Abdul
Awal of National Bank Ltd,
Aminul Hugq Chowdhury of
IFIC, Khushi Akthar and M A

By M Shamsur Rahman

Around 50 directors of dif-
ferent commercial banks were
served with notices under sec-
tion 17 of Bank Companies Act
as they defaulted on repaying
their bank loans. They were
asked to repay their due loans
within two months from receipt
of the notices or vacate their of-
fices as directors.

Some of the directors va-
cated their offices and some re-
paid their outstanding loans
within the stipulated time.

Thirty-six directors went to
the High Court and obtained a

comprising Justice Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Mozzamel Hossain
and are now being disposed of.
With the latest ones, as
many as 29 cases have been dis-
posed of with the removal of
these 13 directors. Earlier this
week, 12 defaulting directors of
five banks lost their director-
ship after the same court dis-
charged their petitions.
Petitions of four United
Commercial Banks Ltd direc-
tors were declared infractuous

as the.ballk had withdravwn its
notices.
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Step down,
sack OC,
demands

Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

Hundreds of opposition ac-
tivists yesterday staged demon-
strations to protest police as-
sault on pickets, MPs, female
activists and supporters and
journalists in the capital dur-
ing Tuesday's half-day hartal.

Witnesses said the BNP.
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islamic Oikya Jote held
separale rallies and brought out
processions in different parts of
the city chanting anti-govern-
ment slogans. BNP held rally at
Muklangon, JP at Kalabagan,
Jamaat at Paltan and 10J at
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journalists not on

police probe terms

By Staff Correspondent

The terms of relerence for
the one-man committee Lo

probe the police excesses at Bi-

joynagar in the city during
uesday's hartal do not include
two of the three specific of-
fenices — beating up of MPs and
threatening journalists.

The government formed the
commitiee on Tuesday to probe
the incident in which police
were seernl beating up opposition
MPs, humiliating a female BNP
activist by trying to strip off her
saree and threatening even to
shoot on-duty journalists.

“The terms of reference in-
clude the specific incident in
which a women was reportedly
assaulted in Bijoynagar area at
10:30 am on Tuesday. The terms
of reference neither mentioned
the issue of alleged police beat-
ing of MPs, nor journalists get-
ling injured in the incident.”
Hawlader told The Dally Star
last night.

But, he said in response to a
Daily Star query, "I have the
scope to see everything that had
happened at that time, although
the issue of the journalists is
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Assault on MPs and

Opposition plans
hartal the day
Larma takes over

The BNP-led opposition
plans a countrywide ?IHI'LE[] the
day when installation of in-
terim CHT Regional Council
Chairman Shantu Larma will
take place.

Larma. who took charge of
the council in the capital yes-
terday to give the December 2,
1997 CHT peace agreement an
institutional shape, is sched-
uled to take office in Rangamati
in the last week of May.

The liaison body of the al-
liance, who are opposing the
peace accord of the government

| with the insurgent leaders, dis-

cussed the hartal at
yesterday.

"Final decision about hartal
will be taken when we will meet
again on Friday," a liaison

a meeting

by city BNP president Meer Khaleq of Prime Bank, Ramijul stay order against the bank no- Purana Paltan Mosaue. . , s e : : leader emerging from the
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League general secretary Nurul
Islam.

Speakers at the meeting said

Naser Kader of NCCBL.

came to the Division Bench

See Page 12 Coul 6
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May 19.
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final objective of their move-
et

See Page 12 Col 7

the mill could make profits if
the government had provided
Tk 40 crore as running capital,
but it turned into a losing con- =
cern due to its wrong policy. ST

Chittagong Education Board
Chairman Enayetur Rahman
informed UNB that the HSC ex-
aminations scheduled for to-

'Stop police excess'

e - | Tuesday's action condemned
T By Staff Correspondent

Different socio-political and  ter. "Failing

morrow would be kept out of the
ambit of hartal.

arrested 58 illegal migrants
from Bangladesh from a train
that woul

58 Bangladeshis
held in India

CALCUTTA. May 12: Police

have taken them to

India’s financial capital, a po-
lice officer said today, reports

AP.

the train at the border Indian
village of Maslandpur after

crossing over the India-
Bangladesh land border
Tuesday undetected. They in-

cluded 18 men, 20 women and
20 children, police said.

documents. Their Indian co-
passengers on lhe train became
suspicious and called
Barasal, a town 35 kilometers
north ol Calcutta. said SP Das.
deputy inspector-general of po-
lice.

arrested, Das said. :

The Bangladeshis boarded

They didn't carry any travel

olice al

The Incdian escort also was
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Prayer Timings

| May 13 _
Azan Jamaat
_Fair 4-15 4-20
Zohr 12-45 | 1-30
| Asr 4-45 4-55
Maghrib | 6-30 6-33
| Esha | 7-55 8-10
Source; Islamic Foundation
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hartal on Tuesday.

o

BNP brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting police action on its activists and journalists during

— Star photo

cultural organisations yester-
day condemned the police ac-
tion on female BNP activists
and journalists in the city dur-
ing opposition-called hartal on
Tuesday.

Demanding exemplary pun-
ishment of theé police personnel
involved in the incident in
which a [emale BNP activist
was almost stripped off her
sharee and several photo-jour-
nalists were injured, the organ-
isations demanded effective
measures to stop repetition of
such "police excess”.

Expressing “"grave concern,
resentment and anxiety over
the police atrocity”, Gano Fo-
rum in a statement demanded
explanation from the govern-
ment, Home Minister and police
administration for the "au-
dacious acl of violating funda-
]mf:ntal human rights" by po-
ice.

Terming the incidents * in-
human and barbaric”, Sam-

aailita Sangskritik Jote de-

manded punishment of the po-
lice personnel responsible for
it

Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD) demanded immediate
resignation of the Home Minis-

lo contain price
hike ol essentials, law and or-
der situation and solve water
and electricity crises, the gov-
ernment has let loose police
and terrorists just like the past
autocratic rulers”, the BSD said
in a statement

Samajtantrik Mahila Fo-
rum [(SMF) said the ruling
Awami League is trying to cling
to power through oppression

Bangladesh

and repression. “There is no
need for a fresh investigation

stumble 1n

into the barbaric incidents af-
ter publication of photos in
newspapers,” the SMF state-
ment said.

Bangladesh Sammyabadi
Dal condemned the incidents as
“most indecent in memory”.
“This kind of incident is an ex-
pression of fascist behaviour of
police., This sort of activities
under Awami League rule is op-
posed to the pracess of demo-
cratic practice in the country,”
the statement said.

Bangladesh Photo Journal-
isls Arsocialisg IBP.T) also con.
demned the police "attack".on
photo journalists and de-
manded exemplary punishment
to those responsible for the
atrocity. '

‘See Page 12 Col 8

"We have orders to shoot at

Commentary

pickets and journalists...."

How dare a police officer
says that he has orders from
high ups to shoot at pickets and
journalists? How dare the po-
ice attack and manhandle
elected members of parliament?
How can it happen at a time
when a party, which itself had
been a victim of such police
brutality for years, is in power?
Has home minister Mohammad
Nasim forgotten the police at-
tack on Matia Chowdhury.
which rendered her uncon-
scious during Khaleda Zia's
days as the Prime Minister? But
then such is the nature of our
politics and of our political par-
ties that they all become brutal
and fascistic when they go to
power. They do the very things
they have condemned others for
doing.

There are three issues here
that we feel compelled to raise.
One, that of the freedom of the
press, of journalists, and espe-
cially photojournalists to do
their work. Two, that of the

By Mahfuz Anam

right ol political parties and of
their supporters to stage street
demonstrations. How can police
beat demonstrators and pull at
the sari of a woman who was
participating in it? The third
concerns the status of elected
members of parliament vis a
vis police. All these issues are
fundamental to any functioning
demucra(c:ly*

Why did the police attack
photojournalists? Why were
rubber bullets fired at them?
When photo journalists
protested the police attack, the
Officer-in-charge (OC) of the
Motijheel police station boast-
fully declared " You are
protesting the beating, you have
seen nothing yet. We have -
mission from high ups to sﬁt
al pickets and journalists."

We have confirmed from
several sources that the above
words, or something very simi-
lar, were actually uttered by the
OC. Now the question is where
does he get the guts to do so?

What sort of hatred is being in-
culcated in the mind of our po-
lice that they should dare to say
so? Is this the police force of a
democratic country? Didn't the
AL condemn the BNP in power
when police entered the Na-
tional Press Club and beat up
journalists? How can it be right
now, when it was wrong then?
How can a free and independent
ress function if police are let
oose against them while per-
forming their professional du-
ties? We condemn this with all
the force and vehemence at our
command. We also demand that
the home minister apologises to
the photojournalists and takes
exemplary action against the
police officer and the whole
contingent that was involved in
this act. We appreciate his ex-
pressing regret but it far from
enough.
~ Frecedom of the press and of
journalists must be protected at
all cost. They are the society's
See Page 12 Col 4

Cases against BNP
leaders, workers

The police have [iled cases
against BNP central leaders and
activists accusing them of vio-
lent activities during Tuesday's
hartal in the city, reports UNB.

Three separate cases were
filed with the Motijheel thana
accusing Sadeq Hossain Khoka
MP, Jainal Abedin Farooq MP,
Abdullah Al Noman, JCD pres-
ident Habibunnabi Sohel, Ad-
vocate Sanaullah, Chowdhury
Alam, Dudu Mia, Iman Al,
Mohammad Hanif, Abdul Qud-
dus, Shamrat, Bijoy, Wasim,
Wadud, Abdul Hakim, Badiul
Alam, Tofazzal Hossain, Main-
uddin, Manir, Rizvi, Liton,
Zemim, Kamal and about 300
iqtetélﬁrs who were not unidenti-
ied.

Erratum

The caption of lead pictures
and the story on the front page
yesterday mistakenly men-
tioned the name of Motijheel
Thana Officer-in-Charge as
Rafiqul Islam. The Motijheel
OC is Mohammad Hanif who
was seen in the picture as-
saulting Joynal Abedin Farug
MP. We regret the mistake,.
However. it was Ramna OC
Rafigul Islam who had
roughed up Sadeq Hossain
Khoka MP during a previous
hartal.

Larma takes charge,
meets PM today

By Special Correspondent

Jyotirindriyo Bodhipriyo
Larma took charge of the in-

terim Regional Council [RC) for .

the Chittagong Hill Tracts yes-
terday.

He is expected to meet Prime
Minster Sheikh Hasina today,
according 1o sources,

JB Larma, Chairman of
Parbatta Chhatagram dJana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS),
signed a letter issued by the CHT
Alfairs Ministry appointing
him Chairman of the RC at the
stale guest house Meghna yes-
terday morning,

The letter was carried back
to CHT Affairs Minister
Kalparanjan Chakma by
Larma's close aides. Gautam
Chakma and Rupayan Dewan.

The RC Chairman will enjoy
the status of a state minister.

Taking over charge by JB
Larma ends nearly eight
months of impasse after the
government appointed him
Chairman of the 22-member in-
terim RC on September 6 last
year following signing of the
peace agreement with PCJSS on
December 2, 1997. He had re-
lused to take charge saying that
sonie important issues in the

hills rermmained unresolved.

A grand ceremony at
Ruangamati on May 27 will
mark installation of the RC. It
will be attended by tribal
headmen and elders, Union
Parishad members, pelitical
leaders and guests from Dhaka,
the sources said.

JB Larma, who arrived in
the capital on Monday, is ex-
pected to leave for
Khagrachhari sometime next
week, tie sources added.

B5SS adds: "I am very de-
lighted, a much desired process
has been accomplished today ....
It has commenced a new era of
development in the hills," a
beaming Kalparanjan Chakma
told reporters alter accepting

See Page 12 Col 3

pre-WC run

Sports Reporter

The impressive run ol the
Bangladesh cricket teamn was
halted yesterday by Northa-
mptonshire who handed the
ICC Trophy champions a 44-
run defeat in their last warm-up
match at Northampton.

The defeat, Bangladesh's
first after their enthralling vic-
tories over. Sussex _and

Middlesex, has certainly come
as o Ll"isatj‘ﬁd‘fﬁ’t‘lﬂif'“ OF “thies
World Cup debutants ahead of
their first match against New
Zealand on May 17.

Bangladesh, with a couple of
changes in the team, eventually
paid the penalty of playing only
one front line seamer as
Northants, deciding to bat after
winning the toss, went on to
score a commanding 279 for
five in the stipulated 50 overs.

In reply, Bangladesh could
manage 235 before being all out
in 48.4 overs.

Bangladesh, however. sho-
wed signs ol an inspiring start

See Page 12 Col 3

WDB contradicts

The Water Development
Board has contradicted
parts of our story titled "Armed
terrorists attack Rajshahi WDB
office.” The following is the
WDB version.

Attention of Bangladesh
Water Development Board has
been drawn to a double column
news item published in the
front page of your esteemed
daily on Wednesday captioned
"Armed terrorists attack Ra-

jshahi WDB office.”

A portion of the news item is
not based on facts and is likely
to create confusion in the

See Page 11

Yeltsin fires govt on the eve

of his impeachment

MOSCOW, May 12: President
Boris Yeltsin plunged Russia
into political crisis and caused
turmoil on financial markets
today by ditching Prime
Minister Yevgeny Primakov
and naming long-time ally
Sergei Stepashin as acting
premier. reports Reuters.

The opposition
Communists, who dominate
Russia’'s State Duma lower
house of parliament, made
clear they would take up the
gauntlet thrown down by the
ailing and unpredictable presi-
dent. They threatened possible
street protests across Russia,

“The situation is once again
far from stability in the
economy and in politics,”
Yeltsin said on television.

The West said it did not ex-
pect Primakov's removal to al-
ter Russia's line in the Kosovo
crisis, although Yeltsin threat-
ened to end cooperation if its
views were overlooked.

Markets in Russia and
abroad tumbled on news of the
sacking, which Yeltsin said in a
10-minute broadcast was
prompted by Primakov's plod-

—

ding inability to revive the
economy.

"One has the feeling the gov-
ernment’'s activity on the econ-
omy came down simply to nego-
tiations with the International
Monetary Fund, as if curin
Russia’'s economy depende
solely on the handing out of
Western loans,” he said. speak-
ing firmly but slightly slurring
his words.

MOSCOW, May 12: Russia's
State Duma outraged b
Yeltsin's decision to sack Pri-
makov, passed a non-binding
declaration today urging the
Kremlin leader to resign. The
declaration was passecfgy 243
votes to 20, reports Reuters.

Political analysts said
Yeltsin's move was motivated
as much by an impeachment
debate due to start in the Duma
lomorrow as it was by his dis-
pleasure with Primakov, who
met the president for 20 min-
utes in the Kremlin this morn-
ing.

gCDmmUIIiEt leader Gennady
Zyuganov told a news confer-
ence party officials would meet

to discuss nationwide anti-
Yeltsin protests and added : "we
hope the people of our country
will react to this situation.”

Yeltsin's move which
meant the dismissal of the
whole Primakov government,
although it will stay on for now
in a caretaker role — seemed
certain to complicate rather
than ease matters.

The decision alienated the
Duma. This could lead to a con-
stitutional deadlock and an
early parliamentary election.

Under the constitution, the
Duma must approve Yeltsin's
candidate for prime minister.
Early signs were Stepashin
would not have an easy ride.

Reacting to the news of
Primakov's sacking, Speaker of
the Russian Parliament
Gennady Seleznyov told re-

orters that the move was “the
iggest mistake the president
could have made.”

He said the prospects of
Yeltsin's impeachment by the
State Duma lower house of par-
liament "remain the same as
before the sacking of
Primakov.”

Huge quantity of ethanol
sold thru' homeopathy
shops across country

By Staff Correspondent

More than 1,000 homeopa-
thy shops in the country receive
between five to 500 gallons of
reclified spirit or ethanol each
annually on the basis of licence
issued by the Department of
Narcotics Control (DNC],
sources concerned said.

The licence for ethanol is is-
sued for use in medicines but
officials fear most of this huge
quantity goes to an increasing
number of consumers in remote
areas of the country.

To increase their profit, the
sellers seldom mix the rectified
spirit (ethanol) with methanol
which looks and smells almost
the same as ethanol but sells at
one sixth price of ethanol and is
deadly. Officials suspect that
the 'spirit' that killed 118 con-
sumers in Narsinghdi con-
tained methanol in 'greater
proportion.’

"Even when the mixture is
tolerable to human body, it has

| a serious effect on health. The

il
person concerned unknowingly
develops various kidney com-
plications and in such a case

death is a matter of years." said
physician at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

The sources said that
throughout the country ,the
rectified spirit costing Tk 600
per gallon is mixed with
methanol which costs only Tk
100 per gallon. If the mixture is
disproportionate, its consumer
is sure to die. Methanol is used
in furniture varnish, nail pol-
ish, cosmetics, paints and for
various other purposes and it is

- imported under licence from

the Ministry of Commerce and
Industries, they added.

Failing to curb the illegal
business, DNC requested the
corhmerce ministry to increase
import duty on methanol.But
the ministry did not show much
interest considering that prices
of furniture and paints would

See Page 12 Col 7
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