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People won't respond

to opposition's

movement: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the peo-
ple waul)é not respond to the op-
position’'s "movement for pro-
tecting the killers of Banga-
bandhu." reports UNB.

"Opposition movement is to
protect the Killers, so this
movement cannot be successful,
people will not respond to their
ocust-government movement,"
she said while inaugurating
Bangladesh Krishak League
council meeting at Ramna
Batamul in the city.

The Prime Minister asked
the Krishak League leaders to
strengthen the organisation to
protect the interest of the peas-
ants.

Larma
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"We are planning a big cere-
mony to mark the historic day”,
the minister added. Tribal
headman, elders, UP leaders,
members of the three hill dis-
trict councils and guests from
Dhaka will attending the cere-
mony, he said.

The minister said, assump-
tion of charge by the RC Chair-
man-designate will be an im-

ortant event since it will help
ull implementation of the CHT
peace agreement and spur de-
velopment of the region after
decades of insurgency.

Earlier on Monday. the
PCJSS ( Parbattya Chhagram
Jana Sanghati Samity] an-
nounced that its Cahirman JB
Larma would assume the charge
of the Interitn RC following the
Prime Minister's assurance
that all "inconsistencies” in the
CHT agreement would be re-
moved.

The government in an an-
nouncement on September 6,

1998 designated JB Larma as
Chairman of the interim RC.
But the PCJSS had been unde-
cided about it, saying that a
number of "contentious" issues
like amendments to the three
district council acts and reset-
tlement of the displaced persons
remained to be sorted out.

Meanwhile, informed sour-
ces said that the government
would examine if there were
any inconsistencies in the hill
district council acts, "It will not
be a problem to iron out the
remaining differences between
the two sides”, a source said.

If needed, amendments will
be placed before the Parlia-
ment, they added.

The council. presided over by
Krishak League President State
Minister for Land Alhaj Rashed
Mosharaff, was also addressed
by Awami League General Sec-
retary LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman. AL
Presidium Member Amir Hos-
sain Amu, Food and Agriculture
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-
hury, former Krishak League
President Advocate Rahmat Ali
MP, Indian peasant leader Pro-
bod Pande and Sri Lankan
Mohinder Samerashekahra.

She said her government
will hand over power to the
caretaker government hefore
election to allow the people cast
their votes in a free and fair
atmosphere.

Emphasising the importance
of fair polls for strengthening
democracy, she said without
democracy the economie
emancipation of the people will
not come. Without democracy
the peasants will not get their
economic freedom, she said.

The Prime Minister said the
government has taken all pos-
sible steps for the welfare of
farmers.

The PM said the government
s also taking steps for the
farmers to get fair price of their
products and called for setting
up more agriculture-based in-
dustries.

Assuring adequate incen-
tives for the agro-based indus-
tries, she said gnvemment has
taken all possible steps for in-
creasing investment in this sec-
tor. ’

Last match
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Bangladesh. who will make

‘their maiden appearance in the

world’s most prestigious one-
day competition, qualifying as

“champions of the 1997 ICC

Trophy, have been placed in
Group B along with Australia,
West Indies, Pakistan, New
Zealand and Scotland,

Skip?cr Aminul and com-
pany will take on New Zealand
in their first World Cup match
at Chelmsford on May 17. The
following match, against West
Indies, will be played in Dublin,
Ireland, on May 21.

Bangladesh will then move
to Scotland to meet them in
Edinburgh on May 24. The last
lwo matches against Australia
(at Chester-le-Street] and Pa-
kistan are scheduled for May 27
and 31.

Police
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Charge Rafiqul Islam led the
assault on the MPs near the Bi-
joynagar-Purana  Paltan
crossing. The OC was seen as-
saulting Faruk and other po-
licemen swooped on Khoka.
Five policemen were also in-
jured in the Bijoynagar clashes
and were admitted to the Ra-
jarbagh Police Hospital,
Witnesses said police
charged batons and fired tear-
gas shells after several home-
made bombs were hurled from
the BNP procession after it was
obstructed in its march towards
the Purana Palton crossing.
The police action came after
their scuffle with the opposi-
tion MPs who tried to proceed
toward the Topkhana Road.
Then they fired teargas shells to
disperse the processionists.
olice also used rubber bul-
lets alter the angry BNP ac-
tivists reportedly damaged cars

near the party central office at
1.15pm:.

Opposition
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activists at different parts of
«the city. At Jatrabari, he said,
olice fired about 200 rounds of
ullets and teargas shells while
lerrorists exploded bombs on
pickets during the shutdown.
- He alleged that police en-
tered BNP central office at
about 1 pm and indiscrimi-
nately beat up leaders and ac-
tivists without any apparent
cause. He also claimed that po-
lice arrested more than 150
party workers and that some
100 activists were wounded dur-
ing the hartal.

Jamaat-e-Islami publicit
Secretagy Abdul Quader Molla
said: [ don't believe police men
can pull sari of women ac-
tivists. Those uniformed per-
sons who pulled sari must be
Awami League cadres. They
must be sacked, otherwise we
will think that the incident oc-
curred at the instruction of
minister concerned.”

Islamic Oikya Jote leader
Fazlul Haq Amini said the po-
lice force is now ying the
role of "Rakkhi Bahini~ at the
instruction of the government,

There was no representative
of Jatiya Party at the press
briefing. Mannan Bhuiyan said
JP leaders are on way to BNP of-
fice, but "we concluded the brief-

- ing prior to Magreb prayer”,

The opposition parties will

bring out demonstration this

afternoon to protest police. at-
tack on activists.

beat up MPs’

Police arrested 25 people on
charge of exploding bombs.
damaging and burning vehicles
in the capital. However, the
BNP claimed that 150 opposi-
tion workers had been arrested
and 100 others injured in the
capital alone.

The alliance of BNP, Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and 10J
called the countrywide hartal to
mainly protest power and water
crisis and deterioration of law
and order.

The ruling party brought out
several processions, protesting
the hartal, in different parts of
the city.

State-owned BRTC buses and
a good number of private mini-
buses, autorickshaws and tem-
pos plied the city roads during
the hartal hours. Trains and
motor launches to and from the
capital operated as usual but in-
ter-district buses did not leave
the three city terminals.

All Biman flights operated
on schedule, Work at the sea-
ports in Chittagong and Khulna
and the Export Processin
Zones went ahead as usuaﬁ
Government and semi-govern-
ment offices remained open but
attendance was less than nor-
mal.

Banks were open with their
front doors closed, but there
was almost no transaction.

There were no reports of vio-
lence from any other parts of
the country. In Patuakhali, the
opposition hartal was ignored,
our correspondent saicd.

60 em loxees
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pending issues before handing

over the operatorship. the

sources said,

But insiders and Petro-
bangla sources say, transfer of
operatorship and government's
inaction clearly proves that
Bangladesh does not have
enough technical manpower to
assess and act on PSC-related
issues,

“When we signed the Gas
Purchase Sales Agreement
(GPSA) with Cairn and Occiden-
tal, we did not foresee the eco-
nomic implication of those
agreements. Now Petrobangla is
incurring losses in millions of
dollars,” commented a Pet-
rob a source.

"Hydrocarbon exploration
plans in new blocks should be
re-examined and if possible be
suspended for at least two years
for re-apPraisal of the whole
situation,” said an industry ex-
pert adding, all munitnring
should be “honestly” carrie
out.

Ctg lawyers
continue boycott
of CMM's court

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 11: The
lawyers of Chittagong district
Bar Council continued boycott
of CMM's court for the second
day today.

The lawyers began boycott
programme for an indetinite
period yesterday demanding
withdrawal of CMM (Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate), Chitta-
gong for his alleged involve-
ment in various corruption®
including granting bails to
some criminals.

Shazneen murder
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case under Woinen and Children
Repression Prevention Act 1995
with Gulshan thana after the
murder,

Earlier, Latifur Rahman had
filed a murder case with the
same thana. The murder trial
has already begun at the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge
Court.

In charge sheets for both the
cases, police accused seven per-
sons -- domestic help Shahid,
contractor Hasan, supervisor
Badal, carpenter Shani Ram.
guard Humayun Kabir and
maids Parveen and Minu. Of the
accused, guard Humayun Kabir
died of a cardiac arrest on Jan-

yary 11,

Work stoppage at
BSMMU from
today

By Staff Correspondent

Government employees of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University will observe
a four-hour work stoppage on -
May 12 and 13 demanding im-
mediate implementation of
their five-point demand.

It was annournced on Monday
at a rally addressed by Mo-
hammad Abul Kashem, Presi-
dent of co-ordination council,
Nazrul Islam, Vice-President
and Sandha Kobi Shekhar,
General Secretary.

The employees also submit-
ted a memorandum to Estab-
lishment Secretary to press
home their demands.

The demands include publi-
cation of government order for
‘option” given to employees of
the university to allow them to
work until end of their services
at the university according to
the university bill, payment of
salaries, bill, pension and other
financial benefits through AGB,
formation of a local pension
cell, guarantee of all types of
leave for employees and free
treatment for employees and
their dependents.

Earlier, they went to the sec-
retariat in a procession and
held a brief rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club.

——

Said police source
murdered in
Chittagong

it IFrnm Our Corréspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 11:
Shawkat Hossain, 31, report-
edly a port worker and a source

of police, was killed by some

unidentified miscreants in the
city last night. .
The miscreants picked up

- Shawkat from his residence at -

Fakirhut under Bandar thana.
They cut tendons of his legs and
hands and left him in a drain at
Agrabad CDA colony.

Double Mooring thana police
recovered the body of Shawkat
from the drain this morning.

Shawkat's wife Bilkis filed a
case accusing two persons with
Double Mooring thana today.

Sarbahara Party

leader shot dead

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 11: A leader
of outlawed Sarbahara Party
was gunned down by some
unidentified assailants at Jai
Bangla Bazar under Muladi
thana this morning,

Jewel Khan, 28, was attacked
by the armed gang at the bazar
at 10:30 am,

They shot Jewel point blank
and fled the scene. Jewel died on
the spot, police and witnesses
said. '

Khaleda =~
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ernment,” the former prime

minister said.

. T€rming " the government
blind, deaf and dumb, mad and
repressive, Khaleda said it
seems that this government
would not quit power normally,
To topple the government. she
said, the current movement
should have to be intensified
and the countrymeri have to be
ready for any kind of sacrifice.

She said people of all walks
of life again expressed their no-
confidence in this. “incom-
petent, failing and anti-people”
ﬁ?vernment through observing

e hartal peacefully.

She sa?d the government
failing to solve various crisis
again resorted to repression on
opposilion yesterday. Senior
leaders, women activists and
even journalists were not
spared from baton charge, tear
ﬁas and bomb attack during the

alf-day hartal.

The Opposition leader said
BNP leaders Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain MP, Abdul-
lah Al Noman, Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP, Amanullah Aman
MP., Barrister Mahbubuddin
Ahmed Khokon and many oth-
€rs were injured in the police
assault.

Police also brutally beat up
Joynal Abedin Farug MP and
lore apart his clothes. More-
over, a number of women lead-
ers were injured and assaulted
by police, Khaleda said.

From Page 1
careful about this man," the
minister said, recalling his own

encounters with the former dic- -

tator. \

"JP will lose nothing. but. -
€ S50~

BNP will lose a lot out of
called Khaleda-Ershad unity,”
he said, referring to opposition
boycott of municipal elections.
The BNP has not benefited
from the boycott, he said. “It
will lose again if it stays away
from the upazila polls. :

“Ershad wants BNP to be fin-
ished. And his party does have
the base to fight these elections

Khaleda Zia would have to

ay for her association with
rshad.” :

Ershad would trap Khaleda
into boycotting the upcoming
upazila election, which would
bring a disaster for the BNP, the
AL leader predicted and af-
firmed that the opposition
would lose its political battle
with the government.

"We want all the parties to
w—lrticipate in the election.

ere sure that many from the -

opposition parties including
the BNP will be in race as they
did in the case of recent munic-
ipal elections, even if these par-
ties boycott it.”

Asked on the opposition de-
mand for removal of the Chief
Election Commissioner ahead
of the upazila

L ]

CEC's removal).”

olls, he said, -
“There is no ehance (for the

Tofail Ahmed however ad-
mitted that power posed a prob-
lem but that the government
would soon be able to deal with
the electricity ¢risis and the law
dand order situation.

“The power crisis will _be
OVer inl a year when generation
of 500 megawatts in additional
power will be possible. Steps are
underway to contain the law
and order situation.”

The minister blamed the

"BNP for its “deliberate . at-

tempts” to destabilise the Jaw
and order situation in the name

of anti-governinent movement.

The minister however re-
fused to accept that the deterio-
ration in law and order situa-
tion was a recent phenomenon.
But he admitted that some acts’
of terrorism like the killings in
Kushtia and Jessore had pan-
icked the people.

Rajshahi WDB
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colony but th
lookers, they claimed.

WDB officials have filed a
GD with Shah Makhdum thana
and informed the RMP Com-
missioner in written, but police
is yet to arrest anybody, they
claimed.

There was virtually no work
in the WDB office today also be-
cause the remaining officials
and ermiployees are feeling inse-
cure, they said. - g s S
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From today Chittagong will talk
the way the world does.

Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) is the latest telecommunication

revolution taking the world by storm. Pacific Bangladesh Telecom

s proud to introduce CDMA wireless mobile network technology

to Chittagong following the successful launch in Dhaka.

The growing acceptance of CDMA wireless mob

around the world,

ile network technology
particularly in North and South America, Africa, parts

of Asia and Europe can be attributed to the fact that age-old problems

such as dropped calls become virtually non-existent and cross-
connections and blocked calls become a rarity. Furthermore, CDMA
wireless mobile network technology ensures

confidentiality of calls.

All of the above reasons and more havé made sure that CDMA is the
technology of the future.
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