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MAY 12, 1999

Workers set a stage on Tuesday at the Shivaji park grounds in Bombay, to celebrate the

first anniversary of India's nuclear tests as well as the
by the caretaker Prime Minister of India Atal Behari V

proclaimed the anniversary as "National Resurgent Day."

Crackdown on Pak journalists

US expresses concern

By Syed Talat Hussain

ISLAMABAD, May 11: After
months of silence and close
monitoring of the deteriorating
press freedom situation in Pak-
istan, the United States gov-
ernment finally issued a stern
reaction to the Sharif govern-
ment's kidnapping and ha-
rassment of journalists.

The Statement expressed a
"deep US concern over the re-
cent crackdown on members of
the press by the Government of
Pakistan and noted that the
victims of this crackdown in-
cluded respected Najam Sethi.
editor of the weekly English-
language newspaper, The Fri-
day Times." The Statement
noted with concern that "dur-
ing the past two weeks, he and
several other colleagues have
been physically mistreated, ar-
rested on trumped-up charges,
subjected to threatening phone
calls and had personal prop-
erty destroyed.” N

It said that " continuation of
this crackdown is certain to
raise serious doubts within the
international community

about the commitment of the

%uvernmﬂnt of Pakistan to
reedom of press and the rule of
law.” We strongly urge the Pak-
istani government to release
Najam Sethi and others being
he[]cl and to terminate immedi-
ately this unacceptable ecrack-
down against members of the
journalist community in Pak-
istan. We have raised our con-
cerns with the Government of

Pakistan and the US will con-

tinue to monitor the situation

closely.”

The Statement is the first
reaction from the US govern-
ment on the issue since it was
first raised when the Sharif

overnment took on the Jang
roup of publications a year
and a half ago, slapping them
with huge tax defaults and ask-

ing them to pay-up or get rid of

ten journalists who were criti-
cal of the government, includ-
ing Dr Maleeha Lodhi, Pak-
istan’s most famous journalist
also named in Time Magazine's
100 personalities selected from
all over the world for their po-
tential to become future leaders.
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Death toll in Nepal tragedy 35:

The death toll from a bus tragedy in western

pal rose to 35

Tuesday with another 36 passengers in a serious condition.,
state radio announced, says AFP from Kathmandu.

The bus, packed with 100 passengers, slipp

ed 225 metres

down a slope late Monday afternoon at Dhambang village in

launching of the election campaign
ajpayee. Vajpayee's government has

— AFP photo

Military mistakes
that claimed so

many lives

v

UNDATED. May 11: Since
the* bombing of Yugoslavia be-
gan on March 24, more than
100 people have been reported
Killed by NATO's mistaken at-
tacks on a refugee convoy, a
gassﬂnger train, a market and

ospital complex, residential
neighborhoods and the Chinese
embassy, reports AP,

Mistakes in warfare or times
of high military tension are not
new. Some examples from re-
cent history of the US military
actions;

April 1994: Two US Air
Force F-15s shoot down two US
Army helicopters on a diplo-
matic mission over Irag, mis-
taking them for hostile aircraft
in the "no-fly zone." killing 26
people. No one was found crim-
inally responsible.

February
shelter in Ea%hclad during the
Gulf War, killing more than
300 people. US officials said it
was an lIraqgi military center

“and did not know civilians were

rt for the
espite the

inside US public sup
war remained high

' bombing,

January 1991: Seven US
Marines are killed when a mis-
sile fired by a US Air Force A-10
attack aircraft hits their ar-
mored vehicle during a battle
with the Iragis. In all, more
than 30 US and nine British
service members were killed by
“Iriendly fire" during the war.

July 1988: US warship Vin-
cennes shoots down an Iranian
passenger plane over the Gulf,
mistaking it for a threatening
warplane, during the war be-
tween Iraq and Iran. All 290

1991: US bombs a |

NEW DELHI, May 11: Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee

said today that India's nuclear
tests one year ago had provided
a secure climate for economic
development, reports AFP,

It is only when a nation is
secure from all external and
internal threats that it can suc-
cessfully pursue its develop-
mental goals," Vajpayee said in
a speech marking the first an-
niversary of the May 11 and 13
underground tests.

The outgoing Hindu nation-
alist

an ‘honour to all of India's
achievements in science and
technology." '

Vajpayee has previously de-
fended the tests gy pointing at
covert nuclear moves by arch-
foe Pakistan and increasing
militarisation by China, an-
other traditional rival.

India carried out three un-
derground nuclear tests on May
11, 1998, followed by a further
two days later.

The blasts drew an immedi-
ate til-for-tat response from ri-

remier said the tests were

N-tests brought sec
- toIndia: Vajpayee

val Pakistan, earning boih
countries global condemnation
and sanctions.

The anniversary today re-
ceived jingoistic treatment in
India's pro-government media
but many heavyweight newspa-
pers ignored the event,

"Pride of India" was the title
of the editorial in the Pioneer
newspaper, a strong supporter
of Vajpayee's BJP party.

_"May 11 will remain a red-
letter day in India's contempo-
rary history ... India has been
placed ﬁrmfy on the road to su-
perpower status.” the Pioneer
said.

The Indian Express daily
said the blasts, far from bein
the "road to disaster" predicte
by critics, had proved to be “a
road remarkably well travelled’
so far.

In its editorial titled "Ra-
dioactive glow," the newspaper
said India had ig.-::nt away re-
markably lightly and  had
managed the diplomatic fallout
ol the tests with "phenomenal
success.”

urtity

"The economy has suffered,
but lar less than might have
been expected and above all the
fear that the government would
lose its nerve .., and panic into
compromising its own security
has been belied," it added.

Most national dailies sur-
prisingly chose to ignore the
anniversary of an event that
has dominated foreign policy
for the past 12 mionths,

The Business Standard
chipped in with a "nuclear bal-

ance sheet,” listing how the in-
ternational sanctions slapped
on India after the tests had

[ailed to have an impact on the
economy,

Highlighting "the relative
ease’ with which India had
coped with the US-led sanc-
tions, the Standard argued that
the tests had forced Washington
E: Eﬁy more attention te New

elhi.

‘India still remains periph- -

eral to US interests, but it has at
least moved on the radar
screen.”

Y slavia partially withdraws troops

NATO strikes

BELGRADE, May 11: NATO
forces attacked larﬁels around
Belgrade and elsewhere in Ser-
bia early Tuesday, even after
YUfnslavia announced a partial
pullout of its forces from
Kosovo, reports AP,

NATO responded swiftly
Mnndaly to the announce with-
drawal, saying airstrikes will
continue until Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic meets
all allied conditions, includin
a complete pullout of his Ser
forces,

US President Bill Clinton
satd he was "encouraged,” but
the attacks would not stop.

NATO missiles hit targets
around Belgrade late Monday
and earl esday, including
the northeastern Pancevo in-
dustrial zone and an adminis-
trative building of a chemical
factory in Baric, southwest of
the capital. Yugoslav media re-
ported.

A military statement said
the Yugoslav army supreme
command had ordered a partial
withdrawal that began at 10 pm
(2000 GMT]} Sunday after the

troops defeated the rebel ethnic
Albanian Kosovo Liberation

Army.

It said the army will reduce
its troops in Kosovo to “peace-
time” levels when there is an
agreement lo deploy a UN mis-
sion in the province.

Meanwhile hours after
NATO bombs hit the Chinese
Embassy in Yugoslavia, Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright paid a highly unusual
midnight call at the Chinese
Embassy in Washingion

At midnight Saturday, when
aAlbright called on Ambassador
Li Zhao Zing, it was early Sun-
day afternoon in China and
large-scale demonstrations
were under way at the US Em-
bassy and consulates, thought
by US officials to be govern-
ment-inspired.

In a letter she presented to
the envoy, addressed to Forei
Minister Tang Jiaxuan, -
bright said the United States
‘expects and asks the Chinese
government to meet its respon-
sibility to take all appropriate
measures” 1o ensure the safety
ol Americans in China.

She also expressed her sin-

to continue

cere apologies and condolences”
for the three dealhs and six se-
rious injuries caused by the at-
lack on the Belgrade embassy

and for the damage to the build-
ing,

Another report from Beijing
says: Shouting and waving
Signs, protesters gathered early
Tuesday outside the US and
British embassies in Eeijinﬁln
a fourth day of protests of
TO's bombing of the Chinese
Embassy in Yugoslavia.

Also Tuesday, Chinese state
media for the first time reported
US President Bill Clinton's
apology for the bombing. State
media's withholding of the
news of US apologies; first
made Saturday, had fanned the
anger of demonstrators.

Police in riot gear watched-

as about 20 people gathered out-
side the paint-spattered British
Embassy at the start of a gov-
ernment-arganised protest
route that runs past the US Em-
hassi.

The protesters shouted and
waved signs, but did not throw
stenes or paint as they had on
earlier days.
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One killed as Pak troops
shell Kashmir town

SRINAGAR, India, May 11:
Artillery shells rained down on
a Himalayan town on the dis-
puted Kashmir border with
Pakistan Tuesday, wounding

lwo civilians and creating a

panic that emptied the area, of-
ficials said. Residents said one
person was killed, reports AP,

Indian soldiers returned
mortar fire after Pakistan
started "intermittent shelling
on forward posts,” army
spokesman Major P Pu-
rushotham said.” At least 60
Pakistani shells fell on the In-
dia side. Four shells fell in
Baru, a village near the town of
Hm}ili hitting two civilians, he
said.

Residents of Baru, however,
said four civilians were
wounded by shrapnel when 8-10
shells slammed into the nearby
hills. A mountain guide, who
was among the victims, died
later, they said in a telephone
interview.

The firing began Sunday
f[rom Batalik and Shingoo
mountain ranges in Pakistan-
held parts of Kashmir, some 80
Kilometers [50 miles) west of
Kargil, a town with a popula-

tion of 20,000.

"Heavy shelling started this
morning,” said Agha Saeed. the
chief priest of local mosque, in
a telephone interview, "Shells
are falling on the mountains
nearby. The shelling is near the
armi.r camps. We don't know if
shells will fall on the town.” he
said. "There is a lot of panic in
the area.”

Thousands of people headed
out of the town on buses, trucks
and private cars, Saeed said as
he prepared to leave Kargil with
his family.

"I thin at least 40 per cent of
the people must have left.” said
another resident, Sanaualah,
who uses only one name. Most
of the residents were heading to
four villages on the banks of
Suru River, about 50 kilometers
(30 miles) northeast of Kargil.

Artillery duels on  the
Rashmir division line, which is
monitored by the United Na-
tions, routinely break out be-
Lween the hostile neighbours.
The last major exchange was
last July and early August,
when shelling killed more than
100 civillans on both sides of
the border.

"UN global fund can help
avert world crises’

CAMBRIDGE., Massachu-
setls, May 11: Contributors to a
new United Nations report
suggest that a global fund set u
lo pay for things like healtll):J
care and protecting human
rights could help avert world
Crises, report AP, ;

Other authors in the report,
compiled by the UN Develop-
ment Programme, suggest that
the G-7 — the group of top indus-
trialized nations — be expanded
to include eight of the major de-
veloping countries. The seven
largest economies — the United
States, Japan, Germany,
France, Britain. Italy and

Canada — comprise the G-7,

'Often developing’ ¢ountries
are left out of talks that directly
allect them," said Sara Sievers.
executed director of Harvard
University's Center for Inter-
national Development, where
the report was released Mon-
day.

The report, entitied "Global
Public Goods: International
Cooperation in the 21st Cen-
tury.” theorizes that major

world crisis of the late 20th cen-

tury — such as the unrest in
Kosovo or outbreaks of com-
municable diseases — could be
minimized if more attention
were paid to the protection of
global 1l::xl.m:-lilt: gnﬂds.

Global public goods are de-
scribed as things such as public
health, education, the health of
the environment, human rights
and market efficiency,

Some authors of the report
say that developed countries
need to contribute to developing
countries that don't have the re-
sources to provide for their peo-
ple,

Authors such as Rajshri Ja-
yaraman and Ravi Kanbur, for
example, suggest that donor
countiries contribute to a fund
that would heip deveioping
countries, -

The authors say the fund
would help ensure that develop-
ing countries have the money to
protect things like tropical
species, or pay for disease erad-
ication.

"Education, health care, vio-

- lence, all of these things are in-

terrelated,” Sievers said.

Dance of terror

HARARE: Two naked thieves with painted faces and leaves
in their hair leapt from bushes on a Zimbabwean golf course

and did a war dance around two
making off with their handba

terday, says AFP.

The state-run Herald newspaper

startled women golfers before

Es. a newspaper reported yes-

said the thieves, whose only

weapons were their birthday suits, left the women — one of

whom was an elderly tourist from England — stunned and
blushing and minus cash and cellphones.

Taylor told the newspaper that although she had been

E about the incident, which took

people aboard are killed, United
States paid over dirs 130 mil-
lion iﬁ a 1996 settlement that -- % A ¢ L g e e =
included compensation for i fat e e S e -

Eoriilies of the \iciirma g i : : _ i, o R R shocked, she could now lau%

Salyan district, 235 km west of Kathmandu. Although the rea-
son for the accident was not immediately known, police said a
slippery road and poor visibility due to rain could have been the
cause.

Moro rebels kill 4 in Philippines: | am Soss: ¢ bonoime i | | g 177 T
Four people were slain in a Muslim guerilla ambush in the Libya damages French Embassy £ to play é::nlfragajn. ; HRE Ut #a A
southern Philippines, a military spokesman said yesterday, butnooneishurt. 7 | BHFET AN ;
AFP reports from Cotabato. } S Rﬂji‘u’ Murder | [¥¥ e

Moro Islamic Liberation Front [MILF) rebels fired on a log- .
ging truck near the town of Buldon on Monday. killing a soldier. DEluxe pn30n

two pro-government militiamen and a civilian who had
hitched a ride, captain Onting Alon told reporters.

Khatami to visit Saudi Arabia:

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami will arrive in Saudi
Arabia on Saturday, marking the first visit by an Iranian head
of state since the Islamic Revolution in 1979 a Saudi diplomat
said Monday. AP says from Jiddah.

Khatami's talks with Saudi leaders may help resolve a dis-
pute belween Iran and the United Arab Emirates over three is-

lands, the diplomat said on condition of anonymity.
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King Abdullah bin-Hussein of Jordan and Queen Rania
leave Westminster Abbey on Tuesday after laying a
wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. King
Abdullah and Queen Rania are on a six day official visit to

the UK.

— AFP photo

Non-communicable diseases to
claim 8 m Indians a year

NEW DELHI, May 11: Non-
communicable diseases, that
will ‘account for majority of
disease in the next century, will
claim about 8 million Indians a
ear-double that of the present
-ligure, says the world health or-
ganisation (WHO), reports PTI.
+Major challenges in Non-
communicable diseases in com-
ing decades include depression,
heart diseases, lung cancer, in-
juries and alcohol-related dis-
eases — the leading cause of dis-
ability of men in developed
countries, according to the
world health report.
The next century will face a
double burden of emerging Non-

communicable diseases as well

‘as infectious diseases, malnu-
trition and complications in
childbirth which mainly affect
the poor, says the report re-
leased by WHO's Director-Gen-
eral GRO Harlem Brundtland.

While infectious diseases
and malnutrition can be tack-
led with cost-affective solu-
tions, prevention and treat-
ment of Non-communicable
disieases would be more diffi-
culil.

The report singles out
Malaria and prevention of to-
bacco deaths for concerted ef-
forts to minimise non-cormnmu-
nicable diseases.
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Indian SC upholds

death sentences

NEW DELHI, May 11: India’s
Supreme Court today upheld
death sentences on four people
convicted of the assassination
of premier Rajiv Gandhi in

1991, the Press Trust of India

said, says AFP.
Three others found guilt of
conspiracy to kill Gandhi had

their death sentences com-

multed to life imprisonment.
Rajiv Gandhi was killed in

?Ealﬂ ol Tamil Nadu on May 2L
25 ;

Cezanne still life

sells for over
- 60m dollars

NEW YORK, May 10: Cezan-

ne's "Still life with curtain.
itcher and bowl of fruit" sold
or more than 60 million dol-
lars Monday at Sotheby's first
majlfr spring auction in New
York, reports AFP,

The exact price for the still
life painted in 1893 was
60,502,500 dollars. Its value
was estimated between 25 and
35 million dollars.

The masterpiece came from
the collection of jormer US
Ambassador to London John
Hay Whitney and his wife Bet-
sey Cushing Whitney -- consid-
ered one of the best private
American collections,

Meanwhile impressionist
painter Georges Seurat's "Island
of the Grande Jatte" sold for
more than 35 million dollars
Monday at Sotheby's first ma-

jor spring auction.

UK to pay poor
students to stay
on in education

LONDON, May 11: The
British government plans to

pay children from poor families

40 pounds (65 dollars) a week to
stay on in education,
government sources said today,
reports AFP.

Chancellor of the Exchequer
Gordon Brown was due to tell a
conference on homelessness in
London that the government
was determined to "reclaim the
lost generation of young people”
who are unemployed and at risk
of living on the streets.

He will say incentives of "ed-
ucational maintenance al-
lowances” need to be introduced
to heli:: young people stay on at
or college.
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About 300 anti-US demonstrators protes
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ting NATO attacks in Yugoslavia burn mock cruise

missile while others throw ripe fruits at the US embassy in Manila on Tuesday. Several
hundreds protestors, belonging to a leftwing organisation, called for on end to the "US war

of aggression” in Yugoslavia and demanded NATO pull out of Kosovo.

— AFP photo

'Hundreds flee militia targeted
areas of E Timor

DILI, East Timor, May 11:
Hundreds of people have fled
militia-targetted areas of this
city after two days of violence
which left at least four dead,
residents said today, reports
AR,

Dili residents said six people
had died but police recorded
only four deaths, all of them
pro-independence supporters.

"Four people were killed on
Sunday and Monday,"” Heri of
the East Timor police informa-
tion office, said, adding one
person was killed on Sunday
and three on Monday.

East Timor police chief,
Ceolonel Timbul Silaen, was
quoted by the Antara news
agency saying one of the three
men who died Monday had been
listed as seriously wounded the
previous day.

Silaen’s staff said 104 people

from the outlying area of Hera
had asked for protection at the
police headquarters compound.

Residents from Kintal Boot
in suburban Dili said the
neighbourhood emptied Mon-
day night on rumors of a new
attack by pro-Indonesian mili-
tia. ;

"Rintal Boot is finished.”
said an elderly woman waiting
with her granddaughter outside
the office of the International
Committee for the Red Cross
hoping for refuge there.

At Dili Port hundreds of
pecple waited to board the inter-
island steamer Dobonsolo
bound for the East Java port of
Surabaya.

A departing priest said "]
will return,” but could not say
when. -

An AFP Ehntngrapher pre-
sent said there was a heavy

presence of military and mili-
lia in the area. The University
of East Timor, which also came
uder attack Monday, was de-
serted, with bullet holes in the
walls and scores of smashed
windows.

The two days of violence
came less than a week after In-
donesia and Portugal won ac-
claim for signing an accord

roviding for the people of the
ormer Portuguese colony in-
vacded by Indonesia in 1975 to
determine their own future
through a vote.

The vote will take place "If
the security situation permits"
according to the documents
signed at the United Nations
which provide for a civilian po-
lice force to ensure the vote is
carried out without intimida-
tion.

Clinton mobilises nat'l campaignﬁ

against youth violence

WASHINGTON, May 11:
Twenty days after the Colorado
schcrnlyshuﬂtjngs. President Bill
Clinton mobilised gunmakers
and the entertainment industry
a national campaign
against youth violence, reports
AP.

“We'll have to overcome the
old ways of doing business," he
declared Monday.

The president challenged
producers of violent movies,
video games and CDs to cpn-
sider the consequences of what
they make. "We cannot pretend
that there is no impact on our
culture and our children that is

adverse if there is too much vio-
lence coming out of what they
see and experience," the presi-
dent said.

Sixty opinion leaders —
from poet Ma[ya Angelou and
American Online chief Steve
Case to singer Gloria Estefan
and movie-industry lobbyist
Jack Valenti — came to the
White House for three hours of
closed-door talks with Clinton
and his wife, Hillary, and Vice
President Al Gore and his wife,
Tipper.

In rare praise from a Repub-
lican, House Speaker Dennis
Hastert applauded Clinton for
holding the meeting ind urged

more discussions to "figure out
what's ailing our society and
how we can correct it."

Participants included par-
ents, teachers, kids. law en-
forcement officers and govern-
ment leaders, along with offi-
cials from gunmakers Smith
and Esson Corp, Glock, Inc, and
O.F. Mossberg and Sons.

In a step hailed by Gore as a
breakthrough, AOL and the
video game industry agreed at
the meeting to plug a loophole
that allows children to buy vio-
lent video games over the Inter-
net that they are too young to
buy in stores.

MOSCOW: A Siberian cily is considering opening a deluxe

prison for wealthy inmates willing

to pay for private cells

equipped with television sets, refrigerators and baths, a news

report said Tuesday, says AP.

The idea, being reviewed by the Slavgorod city council in the
Altai region, was proposed by the head of a local public or-
ganisation, Alexander Yeger, who himself had served time in
prison, the ITAR-Tass news agency reported.

- Yeger suggested turning a local bankrupt garment factory
into a prison, saying that remedeling would cost only 500,000

rubles [about dirs 21,000).

He said the new prison would have no shortage of guests
willing to pay for comfortable cells, and woulid bring a steady
steam of tax revenues into the city budget, ITAR-Tass reporied,

Sony gives the world
a robotic dog

TOKYO, May 11: Sony Co
of robotic dogs that can play.
own

- Tuesday unveiled its first litter
ark, talk and even develop their

rsonalities, but cannot die, reports AFP.

The gleaming metallic plePp}F*Sizﬂd robot is named AIBO. the

Japanese word {or partner.

he first two letters of the name zalso
refer to "artificial intelligence.”

The AIBO acts much like a puppy, although it cannot mows

as fast and does not urinate on lam

sis.

It has 18 types of movement allowing it to play ball, crouch

as if urinating, and to move its head, b

y and all its legs in co-

ordination depending on its action or mood.

The dog

likewise reacts to pe

tting, stroking and punishment,

either by sulking or playing with a ball of its favourite colour.

Among the myr

iad of cormmands and reactions already

installed, Sony's "staff debated whether to create something

called a death function,” said general manager Tadashi Otsuki.
But Sony decided death was not required, instead allowing

owrers to simply restart their pets with a fresh programme.
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company's new entertainment robot 'AIBO' during its
press preview on Tuesday in Tokyo. Sony will sell the
limited number of 5,000 dog-shape-robots in Japan and the
US starting July this year with price of 250,000 yen in

Japan and 2,500 USD in US.

— AFP photo



