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DB Overhaul

Discovery of the decomposed corpse of Jalal
Ahmed from the overhead water-tank at the Detec-
tive Branch office in the capital and subsequent
investigation into the murder case have led up to
some extremely disconcerting revelations. Put to-
gether these pointed to one compelling truth: the
Detective Branch of the Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice has really gone out of control and needs imme-
diate overhaul. While there was an instant clam-
our among conscious citizens for an immediate in-
tervention from the government to get things in
order at the Detective Branch, the home ministry
has been slow to act initially. However, a report
carried in the front page of some leading Bengali
news dailies on Monday suggests that the govern-
ment has taken the matter into serious considera-
tion and a thorough reorganisation of the branch
is on the cards. Belated though, the ministry’'s ac-
tivism in that direction certainly comes as a
heartening bit of news as it underlines Home Min-
ister Mohammad Nasim's commitment towards
streamlining the law enforcement system.

The areas identified for complete overhaul show
that the ministry has touched the heart of the mat-
ter. Plans to reduce the staff strength to 200, in-
cluding 110 officials, in not only Dhaka but also in
the three other metropolitan areas are highly per-
tinent. And, the induction of an accountability
mechanism would certainly go a long way towards
enhancing DB's efficiency and restoring its badly
battered credibility, However, our suggestion is
that the activities of other intelligence wings of the
government, such as the NSI, Special Branch (SB)
and the Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
should also be reviewed, and brought under the su-
pervision of a parliamentary body. That would not
only ensure accountability of these organisations
but also make them transparent to the citizenry
thereby augmenting their faith in the law en-
lorcement system. Moreover, the government must
make sure that the intelligence agencies are mod-
ernised and equipped with sophisticated gadgets,
and also the agents are trained for their tas%: i

The intelligence agencies have so far been beset
with multifarious problems. Complaints of high
handedness, enrrulptiﬂn. nexus with the crime car-
tel and, above all, partisanship have severely
damaged their image. Custodians of law are now
viewed as hands of horror by the regular citizen.
But respect for the law enforcers is a precondition
to the effective working of an enforcement system.
We are happy that the simple truth has dawned on
the policy-makers. We earnestly hope that this re-
alisation would be translated into establishing a

clean, effective and, of course, accountable law en-
lorcement system.

Whither Task Force
Report?

Strange it may sound though, it is true neverthe-
less that important recommendations of a Task
Force constituted after the Gaibandha liquor
tragedy in April 1998 still remain in the cold stor-
age. The seven-member committee formed after
sixty-nine persons had died following ingestion of
methanol on 15 April last year made three specific
recommendations: to control the use of methanol,

to monitor the uses of methanol and to ascertain
the total requirement of this poisonous spirit for

various use all over the country along with its im-
ports. But these recommendations were soon for-
gotten and not until the Narsingdi tragedy in
which one hundred and fourteen people died was
the new Director General of the Narcotics informed
about the existence of such a report, according to a
report in Prothom Alo on Monday.

Now who is responsible for non-implementa-
tion of the recommendations of the Task Force?
The net result has been the tragedy at Narsingdi
and who knows how many more lives will be lost
in future because of the callousness of the authori-
ties concerned. The Health Ministry should wake
up now and take full responsibility for averting fu-
ture tragedies. The failure of the ministry points to
the failure in governance. Any more lapse on the
part of the government can cause disasters in fu-
ture. Instead of wasting time in fruitless political
rhetorics and sensing conspiracies in whatever
agenda the opposition is pursuing, the government
must take up the challenging task of good gover-
nance for the benefit of the people who had voted
them to power. We are appaﬁed by the thought of
many more reports being kept in the cold due to ut-
ter negiip%ence of the concerned authorities while
the people suffer in silence. The pattern seems to
be: form a task force or probe committee when
caught up in a storm and just forget about the re-
port submitted by it at once the dusts have settled.

Who are They Fooling?

The old cliché of breaking butterflies upon
wheels is holding true at the ongoing Higher Sec-
ondary Certificate examination centres. Things
clearly have gotten out of hands, and therefore, the
education secretary has strengthened the depu
commissioners (DCs) with the power to see
Bangladesh Rifle's (BDR's) help in need. Evidentl
here, the police were not deemed enough to chec
nprecedented unfair means at exam halls. Why?
Are the police also backing the exam-hall block-
hicads? Resorting to cheating by a large number of
exaiinees has created a state of anarchy all over
the country, turning all exams into horseplay and
also threatening to reduce the importance of cer-
titicates even more.

On the one hand, students those who go for un-
tair means have been proven themselves as extor-
donists; and that too, reportedly, with the help of
some “"bribable” invigilators, and on the other,
miany of them have exhibited innovative — apart
ftom might-is-right approach — jocular ways of
cheating at the exam hall. A Bangla daily carried a
photo-report unveiling a female candidate's
chemise swarmed with a textbook look-alike. Sim-
ilar cxamples are aplenty.

‘ an: who are these young unfair means-seekers
looling? Without any iota of doubt: “themselves”.
After crossing the SSC and HSC hurdles when they
would realise what they have done, there'll be no
remedy left for them. Admission into universities
is bound to be the most arduous task for them.
Morcover, if job-hunting and living a decent life
are the prime objectives of our way of education
then there are disappointments waiting for every
one of those who 'fared with unfairness.'! Work-
places would be the shock of their life. We don't
want people who acquire educational attestation

of this catedgm}n because these are an unskilled, lit-
erally une ‘
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ucated lot. We hope these rogues don't ]

Education: In Search of a Policy

One basic thrust of the policy is to ensure that all citizens of the country have equal opportunity of
access to education, certainly to primary and secondary education but also to other levels. Primary
education is proposed to be extended up to class VIII, with secondary education consisting of
classes IX to XII. This system is proposed to be put in place in phases to be completed by 2010.

HATEVER the level one
is talking about —
individual, national.

lobal — the most important

ey lo progress is human
capability of development. The
basic ingredients of human
capability development are ed-
ucation, training, and health.
The developed countries of the
world achieved their phenome-
nal scientific, technological
and economic successes
through concerted efforts at
human capability development
and renewal. On the other hand,
the poor countries of the world
are seriously constrained by
low levels ol education, train-
ing, expertise, and health sta-

tus.

Over half the adult (15
years+) population of
Bangladesh is officially stated

to be literate, which is still a
low literacy status. Moreover, a
significant proportion of those
counted as literate can only
write their names and read and
write a liltle; but they are func-
tionally illiterate. Functional
literacy implies that a person is
able to understand simple mes-
sages and documents, inter-
nalise the contents, and formu-
late responses accordingly;
communicate with others in
writing in simple language; and
do simple sums. What is there-
fore necessary in Bangladesh as
the most basic step is to accel-
erate educational expansion in
terms of functional literacy or
basic education.

At the same time, it is neces-
sary to develop expertise of dif-
ferent levels and Lypes in accor-
dance with the requirements of
various sectors of the economy
and society. It is also necess
that, through the process of g
ucation, a culture of truthful-
ness, fellow-feeling, honesty,
devotion to duty, and primacy
of human values and rights is
promoted among the popula-
tion.

An overall educational pol-
icy setting out the overarching
purposes and strategies within
the framework of which educa-
tional activities would be co-
herently and purposefully pro-
moted is yet to be formulated. It
is possible to undertake specific

Will the Electorate Go for'

HE key players of the In-
l dian political scene have
jumped into the electoral
fray after the Election
Commission has set the time
for the mid-term polls. The
balloting involving 600 million
voters will take place in
September-October so that a
new Loksabha is constituted by
October this year. Under the
Indian constitution, a new
lower house of parliament
(Loksabha) — which is directly
elected by the people — has to
come into force within six
months of dissolution of the
existing one. The upper house of
the parliament (Rajyasabha) is
not directly elected E?r the peo-
ple and legislators of the state
assemblies are involved in the
Emcess of choosing its mem-
ers. The elections to 544-
member Loksabha is to take
place every five years but its
lenure seems reduced much less
these days as successive gov-
ernments have failed to run full
lerm often causing instability,
and forcing dissolution of the
house and calling for snap
polls.

The last elections in India
were held in February-March
last year, and the next one is
due only after one and a half
years. Most people and political
parties feel that election in such
quick successions is not a
healthy sign for democracy and
it also causes severe strain on
national economy. However, it
appears that there was no other
option but to call the midterm
polls this time although a sec-
tion of political pundits and
analysts in India feel that all

the options to avoid a snap poll -

under such a situation were not

programmes and projects and
let educational activities be
pursued, as has been the case in
the past, without adopting a na-
tional education policy.,

Bul in order that efforts can
be mounted to promote educa-
tion in a coherent manner, gen-
erating a momentum towards
the best possible development
of human capability for the best
possible rate of national
progress, an overall policy
framework is absolutely neces-
sary. In the absence of such a
framework policy, ad-hocism
and piecemeal actions are more
the norm than systemic imper-
atives. This state of affairs ill
behoves the nation if it were to
prepare for agmajor forward
thrust in the 21  century,

Since Liberation several
commissions and committees
have been appointed by the gov-
ernment to formulate a na-
tional educational policy. Re-
ports have been submitted but,
as noted earlier, a policy is yet
to be adopted. The present gov-
ernment formed a National Ed-
ucational Policy Formulation
Committee in January 1997,
which submitted its report in
September of that year. In early
1998, a small committee was
constituted to review that re-
port, finalise policy proposals
and suggest implementation
and financing strategies. This
committee, using the report of
the earlier committee as the ba-
sis and aflter holding discus-
sions with various stakehold-
ers and reviewing the com-
ments and suggestions offered
by individuals and organisa-
tions generated on the basis of
discussions on the proposals
contained in that report drafted
a National Education Policy
covering various levels and
types ol education and suggest-
ing implementation strategies
along with possible ways of
funding the major initiatives to
be undertaken under the policy.
In this piece I wish to highlight

some important aspects of this
draft policy to the extent I am
aware and given my under-
standing of the proposed steps
and strategies.

As | see it, the proposed pol-
icy has been formulated with
two basic goals in view, which
are ‘'very appropriate in the
context of Bangladesh. One is
the promotion of ethical and
human values, such as social
+ustit:f:. good behaviour, fellow-
eeling, respect for others’
views, devotion to duly, respect
for human rights, non-commu-
nalism, and patriotism. Pro-
motion of leadership qualities
is also an important aspect. The
second overarching purpose is
the applied side ol education

subjects such as economics,
cominerce, science, compuler,
agriculture and so on. Liberal
arts are not however neglected,
At the same time, for those
who cannot go to school or re-
main in school because of
poverty and other social rea-
sons, the major emphasis has
been given on non-formal edu-
cation. Its purpose is to bring
those left-out children within
the fold of the educational pro-
cess and to encourage and help
them to pursue education at
least to a level that enables
them to participate in economic
and social processes in a mean-
ingful way. Another important
aspect of the proposed educa-
tional policy Is people’'s partic-
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Lest We Forget ...
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and the development of exper-
tise of various types and levels.
The sciences, engineering and
technical subjects and also the
social sciences which are more
directly concerned with eco-
nomic activities are-encouraged
in this context.

Given that an overriding
need ol this country is to help
the ordinary people to get out of
their accommodation with
poverly and backwardness,
primary and secondary educa-
tion, encompassing both the
overriding goals stated above,
have been given top priority.
Keeping in sharp view that the
two levels represent both ter-
minal and continuing educa-
tion, the curriculum and impor-
tance of various subjects have
been proposed. Side by side with
the development of human
qualities, emphasis has been
laid on vocational training and
more directly economy-related

ipation in the process of ensur-
ing that schools and colleges
are properly managed, educa-
tion is properly imparted, and
quality of education is ade-
quately ensured. In this process,
continuous interactions amon

teachers, parents, members o

management committees, local
leaders, and local government
officials will be -encouraged,
promoted, and facilitated.

One basic thrust of the policy
is to ensure that all citizens of
the country have equal oppor-
tunity of access to education,
certainly to primary and sec-
ondary education but also to
other levels. Primary education
is proposed lo be extended up to
class VIII, with secondary edu-
cation consisting of classes IX
to XII. This system is proposed
to be ]I:Jut in place in phases lo be
completed by 2010. One very
important purpose of the pro-
posed longer duration of pri-

mary education is that on com-
pletion of primary education
one acquires basic qualifica-
tions to participate purpose-
fully in economic, social, cul-
tural and political processes of
the country.

While primary education is
cumpulsug and universal,
higher levels of education will
depend on the ability of the stu-
dents to pursue higher diplo-
mas/degrees. Higher education
and research in the sciences
and technical subjects is dul
emphasised. A major emphasis
has been laid on the quality of
education at all levels — pri-
mary to the highest degree. With
that end in view, training of
teachers of all levels has been
duly emphasised. Strategies has
been proposed for pursuing both
these ends in an effective man-
ner.

With a view to promoting an
equitable educational system in
accordance with the dictates of
the Constitution of Bangladesh,
all types of primary schools
will be required to impart edu-
cation of which the contents
and quality will be the same
and the medium of instruction
Bengali. However, due emphasis
has been given on English as a
second language, which will be
taught from class IIl as a com-
pulsory subject; it may also be
taught in classes 1 and Il as an
optional subject.

There will be three basic
streams at the second level
— general, technical and
madrasa. In each stream, voca-
tional education will form an
integral part so that after com-
pleting secondary education
one is able to take up a vocation
if one does not pursue higher
education for some reason or
other. In each stream, there will
also be certain common com-
pulsory subjects. Overall, edu-
cation to be provided in each
stream has been so designed
that, when the proposed new
system of primary education up

Sonia’s "Foreign Origin" Issue

Snm:a: may suffer on the "Bofors" count but is unlikely to receive any setback on the issue of "foreign
origin' because most Indians have learnt to accept and praise Indians of foreign origin or even
foreigners if they deserve it.

exhausted.

Political parties have now
swung into their respective elec-
tioneering strategies. Both ma-
jor and minor political parties
including the regional ones are
busy finding new allies. They
are also sharpening their
weapons to use against the po-
litical rivals. The coming polls
are taking place against a back-
drop of bitter political relation-

ship between the BJP-led coali- .

tion and the opposition on one
hand and within opposition
parties themselves on the other.

The BJP-led coalition had to
quit upon losing the conlidence
motion by only one vole aller
remaining in power lor 13
months, The coalition [leels
that it could have remained at
the helm for a longer period but
its lifespan was cut short
abruptly by the combined op-
position’s sheer negative politi-
cal approach. The opposition
was hell-bent upon not to allow
the government to continue de-
spite the fact that they them-
selves could not come up with
an alternative as promised to
the nation before pulling down
the Vajpayee administration.
Now Vajpayee and other leaders
of the coalition are asking the
electorate to "punish” those par-
ties which have forced the elec-
tions on them through their
verdict in the coming polls.

The Congress and other op-
position parties are maintain-
ing that they have done the
right thing since the 13-month

rule by the Vajpayee govern-
ment had done enormous dam-
age and this should not have
been allowed to continue. The
opposition cites many exam-
ples like the anti-Christian
tirade allegedly by some pro-
BJP forces, the unethical sack-
ing of the naval chief, rising
prices of essential commodities
etc. as reasons lor triggering the
fall. As such, the acrimony is
intense and each side is sparing
no opportunity to take on the
other on different issues.

main political parties — the
BJP and the Congress — the
“fnre:jgn origin” of Congress
president Sonia Gandhi is def-
initely the most sensitive. Al-
though Vajpayee has said that
he would not make this an is-
sue, the BJP and some ol its al-
lies are unlikely exclude this in
the campaign that is slowly
picking up. The Congress and
Sonia Gandhi herself cannot be
totally oblivious of the fact that
the critics would exploit this is-
sue Lo the best of their ability
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On the other hand, bitterness
within the opposition parties is
obvious because some of them
accuse each other of "betrayal”
or ol adopting a tendency guided
by political meanness that
prevented them from forming
the new government in the
aftermath of the fall of
Vajpayee government. Rivalries
within the opposition group is
another dimension that may
make the campaign for the
coming polls acrimonious and
intense.

Certainly there is a variﬂﬁ,'
of the issues that the contend-
ing sides will seek to use against
each other. But between the two

and consequently. they have
launched a counter-campaign.
"Those failed to run the country,
those seek to create tensions in
the Indian society on
communal and other lines, are
now trying to whip up bitterness
on my origin,” Sonia said in a
blistering attack on the BJP.
Despite broadness demon-
strated by Vajpayee. most BJP
leaders are urging people not to
rally round a "foreigner”. Some
of the allies like the outgoing
Delence Minister George Fer-
nandes ol the Samata Party has
gone o the extent that Indian
constitution be amended to bar
those who are not of Indian ori-

gin to hold such offices as pres-
ident. vice-president and prime
minister. They argue that dif-
ferent nations have similar
constitutional bar like the
United States where none can
become the head of the country
‘unless he/she is of American
origin by birth and Pakistan
where a non-Muslim cannot
hold the office of head of coun-
try and/or government, The
also spare no efforts to vilify}r
Sonia being an Italian and say
people should decide whether
they want "Ram" or "Rome," an
euphemism for "Hindu" or "Ital-
ian". The "Telegu Desam Party”
in southern Andhra Pradesh
where it is the principal politi-
cal rival of the Congress also
echoes similar feelings about
Sonia Gandhi.

Barring the hardcore seg-
ment, such arguments are un-
likely to cut much ice among
the conscious and saner section
ol the people. The critics say
Sonia took many years to take
Indian citizenship after her
marriage to Rajiv Gandhi in
1968. ?; saying this they seek
to drive home the point that she
was not much keen to become
an Indian mnational. The
Congress turns the table on the
n[])]pnnenls maintaining that
when Italian Sonia married In-
dian Rajiv and chose to live in
Indiahal ehemhrezﬁed Sthis coun-
try whole heartedly. Su rters
ﬂ? Sonia say sh}f; als%pntnnk

ainstaking efforts to learn
indi and mingle with the In-

to class VIII and secondary edu-
cation consisting of classes 1X
to XII will be in place, students
will be able to change from one
stream to another, if they so de-
sire, on completion of primary
and secondary levels, as the
case may be.

In so far as madrasa educa-
tion is concerned, the emphasis
is on in-depth and analytical
imparting of religious educa-
tion. At the same time, the sci-
ences, technical subjects and
the social sciences are given due
emphasis in madrasa education
appropriately at different levels
in order to enable the madrasa
educated people to have both a
proper religious education and
a strong background in other
subjects for them to be able to
participate not only in religious
activities but also in economic
and scientific processes in an
effective manner.

As far as | know the draft
policy document has been goin
through various stages for fina
formulation and, hopefully,
eventual adoption. Obviously, it
is important that a pnﬁcy
which is appropriate in the con-
text of the needs and aspira-
tions of the people and national

and international dynamics is
adopted. The draft policy pro-
vides an adequate response to
this national need, as 1 see it.
But one must also recognise
that the implementation is an-
other matter. In this country,
there are good, even excellent
policies in many areas of na-
tional management, but im-
plementation is often poor and
riddled with corruption and

" mismanagement.

- The management of educa-
tion at national and subordi-
nate levels is also seriously af-
fected by inefficiency, bureau-
cratic procrastination, and cor-
ruption. It is important there-
fore that to ensure effective
progress in the field of educa-
tion and training, and indeed in
other sectors, the issue of cor-
ruption and mismanagement
has to be addressed squarely
and firmly. Otherwise, our fu-
ture is unlikely to be any better
than a mirror image of our past
(failures and poor achieve-
ments).

am" or "Rome'?

dian culture by wearing sarees

and maintaining a dignified
posture, The virulent criticism
against Sonia is on and will
take feverish pitch before the
polls but this may not favour
the critics. On the contrary, this
may have a boomerang effect on
them in some states. However,
if the BJP and others can con-
vince the electorate about the
"Italian connection” in the
‘Bofors arms purchase scandal”
then this wllli, certainly affect
-the Congress. |

There are allegations that
late Rajiv Gandhi and his
“cronies” made fortunes from
the "commission and kick-
backs" on the huge arms deal
with Swedish company Bofors
where also an [talian business
concern was involved. Critics
say the involvement of an Ital-
ian businessman was possible
due to Sonia. Sonia and
Congress have steadfastly de-
nied the accusations and said
successive governments could
not prove these allegations.

Findings of the enquiry com-
missions are yet to be full
made public. Like BJP an
other rabidly anti-Congress or-
ganisations, even some secular
parties also question Sonia's
connection in the "Bofors"
scandal, and this allegation
was lm%ﬂg responsible for the
defeat of Congress and Rajiv in
the 1988 elections. Sonia may
suffer on the "Bofors" count but
is unlikely to receive any set-
back on the issue of "foreign
origin” because most Indians
have learnt to accept and praise
Indians of foreign origin or
even foreigners if they deserve
it.

An earnest appeal
to our political

leaders

Sir, We, the O' and A' Level
candidates have been studying
very hard for our examination
which starts on 17th May, '99
and concludes in June, '99,

We are afraid that if we face
another hartal during our ex-
amination, the British Exami-
nation Board is going to cancel
our examination or we have to
appear for the same during the
night as an alternative. This
will cause serious mental and
physical stress upon the candi-
dates. The same problem was
faced by January 1999 batch,
which consisted of 8000 candi-
dates. If the same unexpected
hartal occurs this time, 12000
candidates will be great suffer-
ers, as these unnatural timings
have an adverse effect on our
performance in the examina-
tion.

If the examination is can-
celled, we have to wait for six
months before we can sit for it
again. This will culminate in
the loss of valuable time from
our academic years and a lot of
morney as these examinations is
quite expensive, We believe per-
haps our honourable political
leaders will not be able to com-
pensate f[or those valuable six
months of our lives, if not the
nmoney.

The candidates are not the
only sufferers, the loyal teach-
ers, parents and guardians, the
people concerned about this ex-
amination in Bangladesh, will
suffer a lot, which cannot be ex-
pressed in words.

Our political leaders do say
that, we, the students, are the
future of the country. If so, we
would earnestly plead you,
not to call any hartals during

the mentioned time above, Lthal
is between 17th May, 1999 up to
June, 1899, We hope our politi-
cal leaders will demonstrate
their affection and kindness
through cooperating, so that the
exaimination could be concluded
without such political
disruptions.

Azman Ahmed Chowdhury
On behalf of ‘
Tasaffy, Salwa, Anhila.
Faisal. Wazed, Nafees, Rafiul,
Saqib. Zain, Saima, Rashaqa,
Amayra, Nazat, Nafis, Fahad,
Fatin, Nadya, Saber, Faeka,
Shehrin, Anisa, Zain, Sifat,
Nashad, Rafi, Tasnim, Rumana,
sSaadi, Tahsin, Farhan, Zunaid,
Habib, Mainul. Ferdous,
Sayema, Rajeen, Modassir,
Nazial, Riaz. Sadi, Wajed and
marny more...

Cream of the

country

Sir, The news of the rowdy
behaviour of the BUET students
came as no less than a shock to
us all. If this is how the best of
our students, the cream of our
country behave, what then are
our hopes? It indeed is a shame
and very unfortunate for the
whole nation that even the best
of us can behave in such unrul
way. That we have lost our val-
ues so much, that we don't have
any principles or any sense of
right and wrong, is really bad
news for us all. Earlier, BUET
was immune to this kind of
lawlessness but now it looks
like the virus has got it too like
all other institutions.

Cheating in any kind of
exam is very wrong and more
than anybody else it hurts the
student himself most. It is
doubtful if anywhere else in the
world students cheat as much as
they do in our country, and it is

spreading like an epidemic day
by day. In the USA when stu-
dents sit for exam in the Engi-
neering University and can't
answer the questions, they just
leave the paper and walk out of
the hall. This is especially true
for technical subjects. For if
you become a doctor or an engi-
neer with no knowledge of your
respective subject, how can you
then work? Either you will kill
people or spoil your machine
or construction work. whic
may also lead to deaths or in-
juries.

S0 when somebody is pun-
ished Tor cheating, shouldn't
the students have this much of
judgement thatl this was for
their own good in the long run?
Also the sense of fairness that if
one does wrong he deserves pun-
ishment. It is very sad indeed
that we couldn't instill this
sense of right and wrong and of
i'?jm::ss in our younger genera-

OT1.

Is it the parents’ fault too for
not giving proper guidance or is
it the teachers' fault for not be-
Ing strict enough to maintain
proper discipline in our educa-
tional institutions? The sce-
nario is really very bleak and
very worrysome indeed. It must
be corrected timely before it is
too late and our institutions
start Eruducing criminals
rather than scholars!

Dr Rashicl
Dhakei

A solution to

| power shortage

Sir, Instead of trying to
blame the opposition for the
current severe shortage of
power, our PM should start
considering about practical so-
lutions. A few days back there

was a news ilem in the DS that
we are heading for an even more
serious situation by this time af
year in 2000, There can be one
immediate step towards pre-
venting that situation. The
Army can be given the job of
curbing theft of electricity in
the name of "systems-loss"”
which is a staggering 30-40 per
cent in our country.

It has been heard that in an-
other Asian country they were
facing similar situation and
now they have surplus(!) power
through the help of the Army.
S0, instead ol using the Armed
Forces for merely "guarding”
the power-stations. the PM
should consider to proceed in
that direction starting from
now. Let us, at least, begin the
process of a rational solution.

An Anxious Observer
Chittagong

It puzzles us

Sir, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said at a reception
hosted in honour of the ICC
champion Bangladesh cricket
team in April 1997, that a

cricket stadium would be built®

in Dhaka wvery soon and it
would be completed belore the
1999 World Cup. Until then
Dhaka stadium would be given
to the cricketers. Butl instead
the cricketers have been ousted
from Dhaka stadium which is
built mainly for ecricket and
has got all the facilities to
hold international matches (it
was given to the football fed-
eration). The cricketers were
sent to the Mirpur stadium
which was built for football
and athletics.

"Gordan Greenidge is a
rookie!'!™ This was stated b
Syed Ashraful Haque, Gener

Secretary of the BCB. Under
the leadership of Greenidge
Bangladesh not only became
the ICC champion but also got
the ODI status. So, how lFm
(Greenidge) became a rookie
overnight is a mystery to all of
us.

The State Minister for
Youth. Sports and Cultural
Affairs, Obaidul Qader said at
a function that the Bangla-
desh football team would play
in the 2006 Football World
Cup. How the Bangladesh team
that failed to win the SAAF
Football Tournament would
play in the 2006 World Cup,
we do not know.

Rather, it puzzles us.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka -1000

Racism in England

Sir, I would like thank Dr
Jaffar Ullah for writing a
splendid article regarding the
racism in England. [ totall
agree that in England, people
are more reserved and tend not
to associate with other nation-
alities besides their own. This
view cannot be judged entirely
upon racism. /

However Lhe article reflects
certain points which | consider
to be highly inappropriate from
a certain point of view.

I lived in England for almost
six and half years, as far as |
can recall , I never felt at any
point a victim of racial dis-
crimination. Although there
were limes when one would
consider oneself discriminated
but not due to Racism. The East
of London is where most
Bangladeshis live — the famous
Allgate area. The Brick Lane to
be precise have deshi restau-

rants, stores where local news-
apers and magazines,local
ood and local made products
all the way from Bangladesh
are available. Even the street
names are written in Bengali.
One must be proud to call him-
sell a Bangladeshi in that area.
But what are the reactions of
the English people living there?

Are they happy their part of
their land taken away by immi-
grants? The area is located very
close to the heart of London
which means the streets and
roads must be very well main-
tained. however the streets of
Allgate are considered one of
the dirtiest in the whole of cen-
tral London. Just like an aver-
age area in Dhaka where people
obeys no law, Cars are parked
in no-parking zones, footpaths
are left uncleanness and it's not
the cleaners to be blamed.

The point | am trying to state
here is "Why blame only the
English people, the
Bangladeshis are equally at
fault™?

I lived in Chelsea in an
apartment block where most of
my neighbours were European
or English. Just like a typical
Bangali I did not have an En-
glish assent nor did 1 look Eu-
ropean, but adapted myself to
their environment. Therefore, |
was treated with care and re-
spect like the rest of the people
lived in that building.

Similarly if a neighbour in
my apartment block in Dhaka
is a foreigner cooks pork r:hugs
and plays loud music and the
whole building smells of piF,
my attitude towards him would
be completely different then the
rest of the residents in the
block.

Arshad Hosein
USA



