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EUROPEAN
UNION

I am very pleased to address [@

the readers of this newspaper as
the newly arrived Ambassador
and Head of Delegation of the
European Commission  in

Bangladesh on the occasion of

Europe Day. On the 9th of May,
the declaration of the former
French Foreign Minister Robert
Schuman on European integra-
tion 1s commemorated as the
starting point of the construction

of the * European House.” The f

day is an occasion at which the citizens of the European Union ought
to count the blessings of peace and economic prosperity brought about
by the successful process of regional integration in Europe for almos

half a century.

Over the past years, the European Union and Bangladesh have
enjoyed a growing relationship equally in trade and development co-
operation. The European Union has become Bangladesh’s largest
market, notably for exports of its textile products, favoured by the
preferential import arrangements granted by the EU to Bangladesh,
The successful European integration process has consolidated the
European Union’s position not only as a significant development part-
ner of Bangladesh, but also in global affairs. On the basis of agreed
Co-operation Strategies, the EU, taken in conjunction with its
Member States, is one of the largest bilateral sources of financial and
technical support for Bangladesh and its people successfully to
advance its social and economic development. The new Co-operation
Agreement between the European Community and Bangladesh will
provide ample opportunity to enhance and deepen the relationship. It
will be a particular task of my mission in Bangladesh to implement the
Agreement’s programme to its full potential including support of the
Government of Bangladesh for its continued efforts to eradicate
poverty, develop the economy through liberalisation and investment.
thus preparing for the challenges of the next millennium. safeguard-
ing the environment, and achieving regional economic integration.
The European Union admires the courage and the spirit of the people
of Bangladesh /in-striving, often in the face of daunting sethacks
inflicted on them by natural catastrophes, to attain their social eco-
nomic and political aspirations. The European Union is prepared to
support these endeavours wholeheartedly. I pledge once again to build
a strong partnership for development and cooperation.

Ambassador Antonio de Souza Menezes
Head of Delegation of the European Commission

The EC Delegation

in Bangladesh

In 1973, formal diplomatic rela-
tions were established between
Bangladesh and the European
1982, the
European Commission opened

Community, In

an office in Dhaka, Initially
under the responsibility of the
Commissionis
Delegation for South Asia in
New Delhi. The office was sub-
sequently upgraded in 1988 as a
full
Bangladesh under the

European

diplomatic mission to
1961
Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations. The Head
of the Delegation , having the
rank and courtesy title of
Ambassador, was accredited to
the Head of State in 1990. The
European Commission
Delegation, the offices of which
are now located in the Gulshan
area, comprises nine diplomats
and technical and administrative
staff, and some 15 local staff,
ranging from economic, finan-
cial , development and adminis-

trative officers to drivers.
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Humanitarian Office (ECHO)
was  established by the
European Commision in 1992
in order to increase the effec-
tiveness, the efficiency and the
visibility of the humanitarian
assistance provided to the vic-
tims of man-made and natural
disasters in third countries, par-
ticularly in the developing
world.

ECHO is not directly involved
in the provision of humanitarian
aid. It works in partnership with
UN agencies, the Red Cross
family and European non-gov-
ernmental organisations. The
only exception to the rule has
been ECHO’s direct involve-
ment 1n former-Yugo-slavia,
which at some point amounted
to some 15% of the overall
assistance,

Taking into account the contri-
butions of both the European
Commission and EU Member
States, the European Union is
nowadays the largest humani-
tarian donor in the world.

Since October 1998, ECHO has
reinforced its assistance to
Bangaldesh and the region by
opening a regional office in
Dhaka, responsible for Sourth
Asia,

In Bangladesh, ECHO's pur-
pose 1s twofold: to provide
relief and rehabilitation assis-
tance during and after a disaster,
and to support disaster pre-
paredness activities designed to
reduce the impact of natural
hazards on the most vulnerable,
in the framework of the
DIPECHO programme.

European Community |
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Robert Schuman French Foreign
Minister in 1950 whose declara-
tion of 9 May 1950 on European
integration is commemorated on
this day, would be moved to-
and-fro between being pleased,
displeased and perhaps healthily
worried with European politics
in May 1999,

The rapid pace of the integration
process in Europe on the eve of
the new millennium is certainly
pleasing. There is much to be
proud of in the events of the past
year and the perspectives for the
immediate future. The European
Union successfully launched its
single currency, the Euro, which
1s a sound currency having
already been confirmed its place
in the financial world. On 1 May
of this year, the Treaty of
Amsterdam went into force, pro-
viding a substantial boost to the
European integration process.
The reforms undertaken include
a much needed simplification of
the EUfs bewildering decision-
making procedures, a stronger
role for the next President of the
European Commission, new
powers to the European
Parliament, a strengthened com-
mon European toreign and secu-
rity policy, and an mcreased co-
operation 1n the areas of justice
and internal security,

At the same time, the European
Union achieved much progress
in the process of enlargement.
At present, the Union is con-
ducting accession negotiations
with six countries (Estonia,

Poland, Hungary, the Czech

Republic, Slovenia and Cyprus),
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European Community had been
providing development assis-
stance to Bangladesh on the
average of 100 million euro a
year which includes project aid,
food aid, humanitarian aid and
co-financing 1o NGO's. One of
the projects in the social sectors,
is the Thana Functional
Improve-ment  Pilot  Project
(TFIPP).

The little two-storied Thana
Health Complex (THC) at
Fakirhat was crowded with
young monthers, mostly at their
initial reporductive age.

They gathered at the THC, some
20 km from the district head-
quarters at Bagerhat, because
judged by local standards the
clinic was rated one of the best,
The THC is a government clinic
— which the Thana Funcitional
Improvement Pilot Project
(TFIPP) helped to modernize
with substantial financial and
technical supports from the
European Union (EU).

Once a place totally lacking in
basic amenities, the THC is
reverberating with life. Thanks
to the services of the THC. It
saved my life,” said a teen moth-
er who recently gave birth to a
child in the hospital. She was
rushed to the hospital in a eritical
condition.

Like this young mother, many
others suffering from serious
complications relating to preg-
nancy and childbirth were treat-
ed 1n the clinic.

Doctors, nurses and other staff
trained under the TFIPP are
available in the clinic ready to
render services to distressed
mothers.

Ruralﬁl.

a pre-accession phase (Latvia,
Lithuania. Slovakia, Bulgaria
and Romania), Malta has re-
activated its membership appli-
cation, while Turkey, though
being recognised as a full candi-
date for membership, still has
some way to go in reforming its
economy and improving its
record on human rights. On the
European Union side, difficult
preparati
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Member States were successful-
ly undertaken, squaring the cir-
cle between three elements: sta-
bilisation of EU expenditure for
the years to come, reforming
core common policies, such as
the common agricultural policy,
and adjusting a balance between
the contributions of the Member
States.

Despite these 'jratifying and
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The project funded by the EU
was introduced in all nine thana
health complexes in the district
with a view to imparting health
and family welfare services at
thana level.

Introduced in 1993, the project
presently covers 55 thanas 1n six
districts of Barisal, Bagerhat,
Comilla, Rangpur. Sunamganj
and Nilphamari and is being
implemented by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.
Like Fakirhat, the Rampal Thana
Health Complex situated in an
old and dilapidated house, now
takes a new look after necessary

repairs and construction.

All the THCs at Bagerhat are
now packed with patients who
come from far flung areas of the
district.

The TFIPP has extended its sup-
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encouraging  developments,
there i1s dismay to observe the
events in former Yugoslavia.
Here, there is little for European
society to be proud of and the
perspectives for the immediate
future remain grim. But the war
agamnst Milosevicis Serbia is not
in any way proof of a failure of
European unification and the
pursuit of its objectives, precise-
ly to render intra-European wars
impossible. For fifty years now,
there have not been armed con-
flicts, nor is there nisk of there
being any in the future between
countries of the European
Union. Where European conflict
still exists, it is between coun-
tries that have not vet been able
o join the integration process,
which is based on the principles
of  solidarity, community,
respon-sibility and tolerance.
There is certainly concern of
many European citizens to see
the European Union in the midst
of a political and administrative
cnisis. In March of this year, the
twenty European
Commissioners have been
obliged. for the first time ever,
to resign as a result of pressure
from the European Parliament
and many criticisms of the way
in which the Commissioners
managed Euro-pean affairs., The
resignation of the European
Commissioners 1s proof of a
maturing democratic control in
the EU. It has changed, though,
the relationship of the
Commission to the European
Parliament, bringing it into the
wider context of comprehensive

alth Complexes in Better

port for construction and renova-
tion of the centres with a view to
make them effective to strength-
en and integrate maternal, child
healthcare and family planning
SErvices.

Since 1995, the TFIPP has spent
some Tk. 1.9 million for each of
the THCs for improvement of
health services. Besides training,
the project also provided mater-
nal assistance in the form of
ambulances, motorbikes and
bicycles to facilitate commu-
nications and transportation of
patients.

Under the training programme,

L s

Minor operations are performed at THCs. Specialized training to Doctors, OT
management training for Nurses and privision of medical equipment are being
provided by EU- funded TFIPP

the TFCs have been renovated
and extended with construction
of training centres. Up-to-date
trainings are being-given from
senior health and family plan-
ning welfare officials to health
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reform within the European
Union on which the EU is oblig-
ed to embark on.

In the coming years thre will
necessarily be an international
dimension to the activities of the
EU. The giant strides made
towards economic and monetary
integration have introduced a
major actor to the international
stage — the euro — and brought
with it a major responsibility for
ensuring mometary stablity
stimulating growth after the
financial crisis of recent years.
This significant development
together with the impending
enlargement makes the EU a
project on a continental scale
with considerable weight in the
international fora. The challenge
for Europe now is to know how
to play this new role construc-
tively in dialogue with its allies
and friends in the world.
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THE EUROPE

and family welfare assitants
even at field levels. :

From each of the THCs, one
medical officer was trained in
gynecology, one in anesthesia
and another in surgery.

The bottom-up planning is
another aspect of the project. To
execute all its activities, plans
are designed at local level with-
out any interference from execu-
tive agencies.

T'he project provides thana man-
agers with appropriate tools and
funds to plan and manage the
functional improvement pro-
gramme for health and family
planning services.

Each of the district project con-
sists of a  Functional
Improvement Team (FIT) com-
prising three experts— one on
public health, the other one
mangement and the third on
traming and communication -
and a Thana Project Committee
(TPC) headed by the local MP.
The TPC, comprising represen-
tatives from local government
bodies, health ministry and
NGOs, prepares a Functional
Imrpove-ment Action Plan
(FLAP) for every fiscal year
assessing the needs of respective
thana.

To make people aware about
health and family planning ser-
vices, the project promotes
group discussions and holds
meetings with local leaders,
stakeholders, clients and ser-
vices providers. It also brings the
health and family planning peo-
ple together to make pro-
gramme more successful.
Courtesy. The Financial Express
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Cooperation  between  the

European Communitay and the
Peopleis Republic of Bangladesh
date back to 1976 when the foun-
dations for close cooperation
between the Community and
Bangladesh were laid down in an
Agreement signed on 16
November 1976. In 1995, both
partners agreed that a new coop-
eration agreement with a broader
scope should be negotiated.

This new agreement which will
enter into force later in the year,

i1s based on the common commit-
ment of the partners for respect
for human rights and democratic
principles. On this basis the rela-
tionship between the European
Community and Bangladesh is
broadened and deepened, and the
various aspects of cooperation
are enhanced and developed.
The areas covered by the agree-
ment are varied and embrace
development and economic
cooperation, promotion of trade,
commerce and investment, sup-
port to sustainable economic
growth, aid to social develop-
ment, protection of the natural
environment, support for region-
al cooperation, cooperation in
the fields of information, culture
and communications and support
in the fight against drugs and
drug trafficking.

The new agreement is consid-
ered an important milestone in
the development of relations
between the EC and Bangladesh
and in the promotion of compre-
hensive interests of both sides.
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mon (EU
represents around one fifth of
total world trade in goods and
a quarter of total trade in
commercial services.

The EU is the world’s largest
exporter of goods and has
maintained a stable share of
around 20% of total world
exports (intra-EU  trade
excluded) since 1990. The
figures for the USA and
Japan are around 16 and 11%
respectively.

Exports of services outside
the EU reached 26% of the
world total in 1996. In the
same year, it was 20% and
3% respectively for the USA
and Japan.

With a share of 20% of total
world imports, the EU is neck
and neck with the USA as the
world’s largest importer.

The Union is the leading part-
ner for many developed
country markets and is the
second largest exporter of
goods to both the USA and
Japan. Among the emerging
econo-mies, the EU’s share
of trade is also significant.
The EU accounts for a quar-
ter of the imports of Latin
America’s regional trade
organisation Mercosur, mak-
ing the EU its largest suppli-
er. Almost 15% of the Asian-
ASEM countries trade is with
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The EU’s openness towards |
the least developed countries |
1§ significant. Growth in EU}
trade with these countries has |
been strong. Over the lﬂﬁ;!‘
three years. EU exports to|
and imports from them have |
grown to over [10% emd|
almost 38% respectively. ‘
European Union is Bangla-|
desh’s biggest commercial,
partner. It is an important|
source of the capital goods -|
heavy machineries, vehicles,| -
chemicals, precision instru-
ments - which the economy
of the country needs as it
matures. Less widely known |
perhaps is that Bangladesh
exports well over twice as
much to Europe as it imports
from there. This is thanks to
the success of Bangladeshi
exporters in using the facili-
ties of the Generalised
System of Preferences and
the country’s restriction-free
status under its Textiles
Agreement with the
Community. As a result,
Bangladesh enjoys a trade
surplus with the European
Community of between 3000
and 4000 crores of Taka a
year. Bangladesh exports
about 45% of its total exports
to EU.
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A Continuous Service To Our Customers

Dhakas

A7 Mot jhee] ClA
Crhaka- | 00

Tel (BB D 054 Hdns Dikuak:
Fax (880 2 95& §707
MM /32559 [NSUG BI

Chittagong

Crrilshan Baoth
Hose- T4, Plod- [ 14
Grulshan Avenue

Sonacgaon Hotel Boaily
BEeaim Moo L2360

Pary Pacific Soadargson Hotel
YT, Ban Masnal [slam Avenae

Tel (REO| 2 BR4ARINERSZTS Ohaka
Fax {580 2 884147

Tel (5812 B 195549

Tl Agrabad CA Chittagong
Tel (B8R0 3] 71332527

Fax (KR 31 TH0978

Fle 633283 INSLAC B

2

CREDIT AGRICOLE INDOSUE?

With the Comliments

0

M. M. Ispahani Limited

M. M. ISPAHANI LTD. |SPAHANI BUILDING {2ND FLOOR), 14-15, MOTIJHEEL C/A, DHAKA, BANGLADESH
TELEGRAMS: |[SPAHANIAN TELEPHONE: PARX 9555192-5 TELEX: 642636

MMI BJ G.P.O BOX NO., 25, FAX: BRO-2-8565319
E-Mail-<igpahani @ bangls met=

from

uwarfcechowusec
o diplomatic bonded warchouse

HOUSE NO.804 KEMAL ATATURK AVENUE, GULSHAN NORTH, DHAKA
PHONE NO. 885330, 885340, 602238, FAX NO. 880-02-886264

Whic are we

SMC Is a private not-for profit company engaged in the marketing
and distribution of health products, such as, contraceplives
and aral refedration sall at highly subsidized price.

SMC was founded In 1974 with funding from USAID,
and over time it has grown to be the largest private
social marketing company in the word. SMC's
cumant donors include USAID, British
ODA and European
ICOITILATETY,

SMCs goal is 1o enhance tha ¢

guality of life of the soclally and

economically disad- vantaged populaticn of
Eh,

To this end SMC's MISSION is to ncrease
awareness through promotion, access through
mass distribution and acceptance through
affordablity of modern contraceptive maethods
and oral rehydration salt (packaged saline).

i
Ciral the past 22 years, SMC's RAJA & MAYA
have desensitized tamily planming
it Bangladesh, SMC products- PANTHER,
SENSATION,
NORDETTEZ8 and FEMICON
enjoy strong reputation for
quality and reliability.

EM: 8 out of 10 users of packaged ORS also
depend on SMC's ORSaline

A VISion
it ol S
Our VISION = 1o do more of what we do best, that s,
conbinue fo increase our contriblbton to the naticnal
family planning and oral rehydration effort as well
a3 diversify [mto othér health products that will
contribute towards improving the guality of e,

SOCIAL MARKETING COMPANY




