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‘Pom’ Mbangwa
HARARE, May 7 (Reuters):

Pace bowler Mpumelelo
Mbangwa was instrumental in
helping Zimbabwe to their first
Test victory abroad but he will \

international

be looking to the World Cup to
i N il
Eﬂ#’lﬂsw
strike bowler,

cement his place in the na-
he shot big %ame for a living.

HARARE, Ma
s [AFP);
Hunting is in
Heath Streak’s
blood. Before
he became an

tional team.
The 22-year-old Mbangwa
Today. when he is not on the
cricket pitch, he is running a

took three wickets in each in-
nings as Zimbabwe beat Pak-
istan by seven wickets last
November but he has still been
hunting operation in the wilds
of Zimbabwe's Matabeleland.
Streak is nne of those sport-
ing anomalies: a huge talent in
a small team.

Had he been born elsewhere,
he might have become the stuff
of legend. _

Zimbabwe, however, while
growing in stature, remains a
cricketing backwater.

Fast aggressive bowling is
natural to him and he has been
the spearhead with various
partners of the Zimbabwe at-
tack in recent years,

When Zimbabwe first en-
tered the Test arena in 1992 he
immediately made a name for
himself, appearing third at one
stage in the world bowling rat-
ings.

But that could not last and
over the past two years or so he
has lost his edge, partly due to a
recurring ankle injury.

The Zimbabwe selectors are

?’a : ?:.,.‘?

unable to lay claim to a regular
place in the side,

With the highly-rated Heath
Streak and Eddo Brandes likely
to be automatic choices, the
third pace bowling selection
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" HEATH STREAK

laking something of a
sendin
they feel it is worth it because of
his wicket taking potential and
aggressive, accurate bowling in
short bursts.

He was taking a wicket for
every 21 runs three years ago
but since then his figures have
slipped considerably, Maybe he

risk
him to England but

unter

is no longer the terror of inter-
national class batsmen but his
varied attack makes them w

- of taking him on nevertheless.

Part of the blame for loss of
impact might lie in his spell
with Hampshire in England,
when he was used extensively as
a strike bowler and this might
have run him down.

But at the age of 25 he still
has most of his career before
him and he could well make a
dramatic comeback.

One of Streak's assets is his
ability to score rapidly and oc-
casionally heavily from num-
ber seven or eight position and
it would not be surprising if he
went in at five or six if the situ-
ation demanded rapid runs af-
ter a good start,

During one school year he
finished with an average of 300,
having been dismissed only
once. His lijetime best score is
184 in a club match.

Streak has taken 89 wickets
in one-day international
matches at an average of 30.01
with a best performance of 5-32.
With the bat he has scored 809
runs for an average of just over
21. He also has 106 Test wickels
arid 'is the only bowler in Tesl

history outside the Indian sub--

continent Lo take 40 Test wick-
ets before his 21st birthday.

looks to rest between Mbangwa
and Henry Olonga, the first
black to play for Zimbabwe.

Officials describe the lanky
Mbangwa, known as "Pom" by
his teammates, as one of Zim-
babwe's most promising young
bowlers.

"He is coming through. but

Paul

there is still some work to be UNDATED,
done. I would like to see him May 7 [(AFP):
running in with a little more rﬁﬁ Paul Stran
energy every time he plays but M= made his [irst
he has great potential,” said class debut as a
Zimbabwe World Cup coach %ﬁ;ﬂ_’ leg-spinner
David Houghton, a former cap- and  googly
tain. nent  for

Zimbabwe "B" against touring
kent and he quickly became one
of his country's most renowned
cricketers.

After watching South Africa
Test cricketer Peter Carlstein
bowl leg breaks he decided to
take up that speciality and was
an immediate success,

His representative career be-
gan when he was still at school
playing for Mashonaland
Country Districts against New
Zealand Young Internationals.
He then went on tour to Pak-
istan and learned much from
their Mushtaqg Ahmed.

Strang still struggled in
those early years. He was badly
mauled by Chris Cairns of New

Zealand and his three Test
wickets on debut against Sri
Lanka were in truth all due to
poor batting.

But his promise as an at-
tacking spinner remained evi-

Born in western Zimbabwe,
in a family of five children,
Mbangwa started playing
cricket at 10 and won a place in
the school team at 11. He later
represented Zimbabwean
schools and graduated into the
provincial Matebeleland team
where he became a regular.

Mbangwa said the greatest
influence on his career has been
his school house-master Ian
Kemp, who has helped him
groom his bowling action.

He has also attended coach-
ing courses in England, India
and South Africa under former
Test players Clive Rice, Dennis
Lillee and Hylton Ackerman.

"The one reservation many
people have about his bowling
is that it is a little short of top
pace, but Pom sees himself pri-
marily as a line-and-length
bowler who relies on seam and
swing, with the away-swinger
his stock ball,” said Zimbabwe

dent and he was persevered

Cwith.

He figured largely for Zim-
babwe in the 1996 World Cup in
India, taking 12 wickets at only
16 runs each.
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PAUL STRANG

Strang-ler

Paul Strang can also bat well
and in one Test against Pak-
istan, with Zimbabwe in trou-
ble at 142-6, he partnered Grant
Flower against Wasim Akram
and Wagar Younis and ended up
with a stubborn century.

He also became only the 18th
Test player to hit a century and
take five wickets in a match.

In 1997 he joined Kent for
the English season until Carl
Hooper of West Indies became
available. He had reasonable
success but it was a wet summer
and the pitches did not suit
him.

Strang is known for spend-
ing long hours at the nets prac-
tising many different kinds of
delivery and he is fine close-in
fielder on the leg side.

Coach David Houghton rates
him the fourth best leg spinner
in the world and says "we are
very lucky to have him".

Strang's ODI career record is
79 wickets for 2,364 runs, giv-
ing him an average of 29.92.
With the bat he has scored 955,
averaging 25,13 - excellent [or a
number eight. He also has 57

Test wickets to his credit and
747 Test runs at 27.66,

Cricket Union official John
Ward.

Mbangwa savs he is aware of
higshortcomings and will work

i Sport

Sachin fails
to shine

LEICESTER, England, May
7: Sachin Tendulkar, back in
action after nine weeks out in-
jured, flopped as India opened
their World Cup warm-up cam-
Eaign with an unimpressive

atting display against English
county side Leicestershire, re-
ports AFP.

Tendulkar, regarded as the
world's best batsman but on the
sidelines with a back injury
since early March, was dis-
missed for four as India strug-

led to 219 for seven off 50 overs
ere today.

The Indian bowlers were
however denied a chance to
show their form as heavy rain
during the break forced the
match to be abandoned.

India, who open their World
Cup campaign against
favourites South Africa at Hove
on May 15, play two more
warm-up matches against
Yorkshire on Sunday and Not-
tinghamshire on Tuesday.

Rahul Dravid top-scored
with 60 and vice-captain Ajay
Jadeja boosted the lower order
with an unbeaten 54 after Mo-
hammad Azharuddin elected to
take first strike in overcast
conditions.

Tendulkar and opening
Eartner Saurayv Ganﬁulj,r were

oth back in the pavilion before
the total had reached 20, but
Dravid and Azharuddin then
added 95 for the third wicket.
Azharuddin hit a fluent 43.

The lower order, however,
failed to force up the run-rate.
Robin Singh, Nayan Mongia
and Ajit Agarkar all fell
cheaply, before Jadeja took the
Indians past the 200-run mark.

[ndia are in group A. which
also comprises South Africa,
England, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe
and Kenya.

Dutch dream
comes true

AMSTELVEEN, May 6 (AP):
World Cup organisers were
hardly sfpl:-ilt for choice when
innking or a Dutch cricket

ound to host the Group A tie

etween South Africa and
Kenya — there are only two
pitches in the country with a
grass wicket.

"The trouble is that the
wickets are always on soccer or
field hockey pitches," said Jan
Wilts, Dutch organiser of the
first World Cup match ever to be
played on continental Europe."
"And the amount of attention
soccer and Hockey clubs pay to
our needs is zero."”

Set among a maze of hockey
pitches in a man-made forest
on the edge of Amsterdam, the
ground of former Dutch league
champion VRA is being spruced
up for the arrival of 4,000 fans
on May 26.

"We have to turn a small
pitch into a stadium fit for the
Warld Cup," Wilts added. Tem-
porary stands are being built as
well as, ‘hospitality tents 'for
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Pakistan turn to Mushtaq

KARACHI, May

L _ 7 (Reuters/ In-

My L ternet): Pak-

e istan recalled

de?p former Test

|| Al Llige= : captain Mush-
,, tag

Mohammad as head coach
oIl Fri-:laﬁ just a week before the
start of the cricket World Cup.

The appointment ends a
frantic two weeks for Pakistan
cricket in which Javed Miandad
resigned as coach after disputes
with senior players and
assistant coach Sarﬁaz Nawaz
was dropped.

‘I'm very happy Pakistan
has a former captain and a
former coach to lead us in the
World Cup." Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB} chairman Khalid
Mahmood told the news agency
from Lahore.

» Mushtaqg, who has coached
Pakistan twice in the last four
years, replaces Miandad who
shocked Pakistan by resigning
on April 21, just days before the
squad left for England.

Mushtaq, who lives in the
English town of Birmingham,
will begin his duties on Satur-
day when Pakistan Elﬂ}" their
first warm-up match against
Derbyshire at Derby, Mahmood
said.

"l just talked to him half an
hour ago and everything is in
order,” Mahmood said.

In the immediate aftermath
of Miandad's departure the Pak-
istan Cricket g

oard had said.

captain Wasim Akram had been
given sweeping powers on and
oll the field for the World Cup.
But Mahmood said on Friday
Wasim and team manager Zafar
Altaf backed the appointment
of Mushtaqg, who will be coach
only for the World Cup.
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"All relevant geﬁple have
been consulted and support the

decision," Mahmood said.

He said team morale was
high despite the recent distrac-
tions, Pakistan having won the
three-team Sharjah competi-
tion against England and India
last month. :

"Preparations are going well.
The team is training strongly.
The cloud was more on us, on

the cricket board, than on the
team. I understand the team is
huﬁy preparing very well,” he
said.

Mushtaq's appointment
comes less than a week after the
PCB executive council accepted
Miandad's resignation and
dropped the controversial Sar-
fraz as bowling coach.

Miandad initially said he
had resigned because of "press-
ing family commitments’.

But last Sunday he con-
firmed media reports of dis-
putes between himself and sev-
eral senior players.

Pakistan cricket sources
said Mushtag was on good
terms with the players.

"He's very well liked by the
players, in fact it's the players
who forced the board to hire
him," one veteran reporter said.

Mushtagq, the lirst Pakistani
to score 25,000 runs in first-
class cricket, has twice previ-
ously coached the national
team. '

He was fired after three
months in 1995 after a home
defeat by Sri Lanka.

Re-appointed in 1996, he
guit after 13 months in a pay

ispute.

Sarfraz, one of Pakistan's
leading pace bowlers in the
1970s, has in the past made al-
lefl?tinns of match-fixing in
Pakistani cricket.

Pakistan open their World
Cup’ challenge against West In-
dies at Bristol on May 16.
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: . ﬁﬁgr dismissing
one during a prdctice match at Grace Road,
—AFP photo

GOT THE BIG ONE: Leicestershire paceman James Ormonde (L) ig elated
India's star batsman Sachin Tendulkar for
Leicester on yesterday.

harder to become a premier
bowler.

"l am not complacent just
because [ have been selected for

visiting dignitaries as Dutch
cricket prepares to show itself
off to the world — but not to the

er Six

Target Sup

the squad. | am working even HARARE. May

harder to lift my play,” he said \\. 7 (Reuters):

recently. f:} ! Zimbabwe,
Fellow paceman Streak said: s buoyed by suc-

"He has a good future although
he probably still needs a couple ch!'p
of yards of extra pace." e

Troussier gives
Nakata the
summer off

TOKYO, May 7: Japan's Italy-
based midfielder Hidetoshi
Nakata can look forward to a
long summer holiday, accord-
ing to national coach Philippe

Troussier, reports Reuters. Cup matches spread over four

The 22-year-old Perugia
playmaker is unlikely to be se- tournaments they have won

h ' -
lected for Japan's Copa America iuSt three games, against Eng

squad or for the first round of aﬂgu??esi?ﬂﬁ, %}iggﬁﬁ'hm
Sydney Olympic qualifying '

lifted their game. After a lone
gar}}ﬁi ﬁ:gig:f;iﬁ gr{?r_ﬁ:ll]:?.ew Test success against Pakistan
son in Italy and is very busy in 1955, they registered two

ol : wins last year, at home against
and very tired," said Troussier. :
"l would like to give him a India, and then comfortably

good holiday and time to pre- beat Pakistan by seven wickets

o o e seasom Boausen | fr b st Test v abroad
y if you lose the prepara-

. . i their first series win with the
tion, your season is finished. following two Tests both being

hit by bad weather,

In March, Zimbabwe domi-
nated a triangular one-day
tournament in Bangladesh
which also involved Kenya,
winning all their matches and
crushing Kenya in the final by
202 runs.

Coach Dave Houghton, the
country's former captain and
their highest aggregate run
scorer in World Cup matches

cess in a recent
triangular se-
ries in Bangla-
desh and a
good run in one-day interna-
tionals in the past 12 months,
are aiming for a finish among
the top six at the World Cup.

Zimbabwe, who gained Test
status in 1992, have not made it

ast the first round in the last
our World Cups.

But what would have been a
wild dream only a couple years
ago looks possible for them this
time.

In their previous 25 World

Japan's Olympic qualifying
schedule kicks off in Hong Kong
next month with games against
the Philippines, Nepal,
Malaysia and Hong Kong. The
teams then return to Tokyo to

lay a second round robin
eague.

The biennial Copa America,
to which the Japanese national
team have been invited for the

first time, will be held in SR s
Racugiay fom done 29 o uly | 4 P57, Selevs bl eam e

"l do not think we can still be
considered as just making up
the numbers at the World Cup
because we are now more expe-
rienced,” he told Reuters.

'In our first two World Cups
(in 1983 and 1987) we were not
even a test side but we have had
a lot of experience since then.

"We have won about 60 per
cent of our one-day matches in
the last 12 months and our
players have matured a lot, I
expect the team to do well."

In the last World Cup three
years ago, Zimbabwe won

Statue to honour
Sir Alf, Moore

LONDON, May 7: The con-
struction of a joint statue to
honour both Sir Alf Ramsey
and Bobby Moore at the new Na-
tional Stadium is being consid-
ered by the English Football
Association (FA), reports AFP.

The FA intend to honour the
manager and captain of Enﬁ—
land's World Cup-winning side
of 1966 and believe the scene of
their greatest triumnph could be
the ideal venue,

Talks will now take place

"l think it's 90 per cent that
Nakata won't play in Hong
Kong, 95 per cent he won't play
in the Copa America,"” Troussier
told Japan's Daily Yomiuri
newspaper.

'l don't want to disturb
Nakata, and it also gives me the
ﬂFpurlunit}r to look at other
players,

‘1 need to have many situa-
tions because I cannot fgcus Iy
strategy only on Nakata: that is
a hi% mistake.

‘I have good youngsters in
Japan with good potential. and
I can use these players three,
four or five days before a match.
With Nakata, he comes back
Just one day before a match and
this is terrible for me."

The Serie A season ends May
23, after which Nakata is ex-
pected to play for Japan against

Belgium and Peru in the three-
- ndtion Kirin Cup in Tokyo and
Yokohama early next month.
After that, Troussier says he
can have a break.

1 prefer him to have a good
holiday: go to the beach, sun,

swim, and after that go to pre-

pare for the new season ... with

Juventus or Manchester
United," he added, in reference
to where Nakata could be play-
ing if a big money transfer ma-
terialises at the end of the sea-
SOT1.

with those planning the rede-
velopment of Wembley before a
final decision is made.

David Davies, the FA's in-
terim executive director, said:
"The FA are looking at new and
innovative ways o honouring
football's greatest names, °

against Kenya in the qualifying
round but were comfortably
beaten by West Indies. Sri
Lanka, Australia and India.

Zimbabwe have also been
drawn in the same group as
Kenya this time and must ancy
their chances. Their group A
also includes hosts England.
holders Sri Lanka, South
Africa and India.

They will hope to upset at
least one of them.

The African side are rank
outsiders and admit they have
no chance of repeating Sri
Lanka's surprise victory in
1995 but they do boast an im-
pressive 5-1 winning record
against England in one-day in-
ternationals.

“We have a very good record
againslt England and we're feel-
ing pretty confident ahead of
the tournament," said captain
Alistair Campbell.

"They will be hard to beat at
home but this is a very wide
open World Cup. I think any of
the top nine teams are capable
of beating each other."

Last time the side met Eng-
land coach David Lloyd courted
controversy, claiming England
had "murdered" their hosts af-
ter a drawn Test in Harare.

The England coach was
hauled over the coals by his En-
ﬁlish Cricket Board bosses for

is comments and the incident
soured relations between the
two sides.

But Campbell - summoning
all the skills of his Downing
Street spin-doctor namesake -
does not believe there will be
any bad blood in Nottingham.

"l think the incident still
rankles with the public in Zim-
babwe but I can honestly say the
players haven't thought about
it.

"People say things in the
heat of the moment which they
regret later on. I think David
apologised at the time and it

- would be very unprofessional
on our part to mention it
again."”

‘There is a huge expectation
back home because of our recent
form. We've had a tremendous
season to date and I hope we
will stay in winning ways this
month." said Campbell.

"We are realistic and we have
no ambitions to win. However.
for the first time we are herc as
participants. We want to win
more than one game and are
largeting a place in the super
Six,

Dutch themselves.

"This would be a great oppor-
tunity to raise the profile of the
game here, but while the South
Africa-Kenya match is being
broadcast to countries all over
the world. It will not be tele-
vised in the Netherlands."

The lack of local interest
probably stems from the ab-
sence of the Dutch team. which
failed to qualify for the World
Cup — after the decision had
been made to host a match here.
The Dutch played in the 1996
World Cup but lost all five
matches. "We were unlucky,”
Wilts insisted.

Under current coach, West
Indian Emerson Trotman, the
Dutch national team has devel-
oped into a side strong enough
to be crowned European cham-
pions last season, beatin
Denmark, Ireland and Worl
Cup contenders Scotland on its
way to the title,

The national team also has
picked up a few memorable
scalps in its history, including
beating Bobby Simpson's Aus-
tralian side in 1964, bowling
out the Viv Richards-led West
Indies for 129 in a five-wicket
one-day victory in 1991 and
bealing South Alrica by nine
wickels in 1994,

W hiacky weather

. 'LONDON, May 7
X (Reuters): Meteo-
Pt rologists are do-
21/ ing their best to
World dampen English
ot c!lp,hﬂLES lor agwiet
_ | World Cup.

Rain during cricket's show-
piece limited-overs tournarment
starting in England on May 14
could produce conditions in
which the host team flourish,
with their experience of batting
and bowling on seaming
pitches.

However, weather forecast-
ers are saying the right kind of
rain might evenn mean a drier
lournament.

Meteorological office
spokesman Andy Yeatman
said: "In this country, May and
June tend to be drier with fewer
days of heavy rain.

‘Later in the summer it

I doesn't necessarily rain more

LONDON, Ma
1983-1996 -
Eliminated before semi-finals
1983

Played 6, won 1, lost 5
Group matches

7 (AFP): Zimbabwe's cricket World Cup track record:
ayed 25, won 3, lost 22
: 1983, 1987, 1992, and 1996

Nottingham, June 9 - Zimbabwe bt Australia by 13 runs. Zimbabwe
239-6 [Fletcher 69 not), Australia 226-7 (Wessels 76. R. Marsh 50

not, Fletcher 4-42)

Leicester, June 11 - India bt Zimb

(Lal 3-27), India 157-5 (Patil 50)

abwe by 5 wkis. Zimbabwe 155

Worcester, June 13 - West Indies bt Zimbabwe by 8 wkts. Zimbabwe
217-7 (Houghton 54, Fletcher 71 not. Roberts 3-36), West Indies
218-2 (Greenidge 105 not, Gomes 75 not)

Suuthamgtnn. June 16 - Australia. bt

Australia
Chappell 3-47)

Zimbabwe by 32 runs.

72-7 (Wood 73), Zimbabwe 240 (Houghton 84, Hogg 3-40,

Tunbridge Wells, June 18 - India bt Zimbabwe by 31 runs. India
266-8 (Kapil Dev 175 not, Rawson 3-47. Curran 3-65). Zimbabwe

235 (Curran 73, Lal 3-42)

Birmingham, June 20 - West Indies bt Zimhabwe by

10 wkts,

Zimbabwe 171 (Curran 62, Daniel 3-28. Richards 3-41), Wesl L..dies
172-0 (Haynes 88 not, Bacchus 80 not)

1987
Played 6, lost 6
Group matches

Hyderabad, India, October 10 - New Zealand bt Zimbabwe by 3
runs. New Zealand 242-7 (Snedden 64. Crowe 72), Zimbabwe 339

(Houghton 142, Butchart 54)

Madras, October 13 - Australia bt Zimbabwe by 96 runs. Australia
235-9 (Marsh 62, Border 67), Zimbabwe 139 (O'Donnell 4-39)
Bombay, October 17 - India bt Zimbabwe by 8 wkts. Zimbabwe 135
(Pycroft 61, Prabhakar 4-19, M. Singh 3-21), India 136-2

Calcutta, October 23 -
Zimbabwe 227-5

New Zealand bt Zimbabwe by 4 wkts.
(Arnott 51, Houghton 50, Pycroft 52), New

Zealand 228-6 (Crowe 58, Crowe 88 ot}

Ahmedabad, India, October 26
Zimbabwe 191-7 (Armott 60), Indi
Cuttack, India, October 30 - Au

Auslralia 266-5 (Boon 93, Jones
1992

Played 8, won 1, lost 7
Preliminary round

New Plymouth, New Zealand, February

- India bt Zimbabwe by 7 wkts.
a 194-3 (Gavaskar 50, Sidhu 55)
stralia bt Zimbabwe by 70 runs.
98 not), Zimbabwe 196-6

23 - Sri Lanka bt

Zimbabwe by 3 wkts. Zimbabwe 312-4 (Flower 115 not, Arnott 52,
Waller 83 not), Sri Lanka 313-7 (Mahanama 59, Samarasekara 75,

Ranatunga 88 not).
Hobart, Australia, February

27 - Pakistan beal Zimbabwe by 53

runs. Pakistan 254-4 (Sohail 114, Miandad 89, Butcharl 3:57).

TRACK RECORD | TRACK RECORD

Zimbahbwe 201-7(Akram 3-2 1)

Brisbane, February 29 - West Indies bt Zimbabwe by 75 runs. West
Indies 264-8 (Lara 72, Richardson o6, Hooper 63, Brandes :3-45).
Zimbabwe 189-7 (Houghton 55, Shah 60 not, Benjamin 3-27)

Napier,

New Zealand, March 3 - New Zealand bl Zimbabwe Ly 48

runs. New Zealand 162-3 (off 20.5 overs. Crowe 74 not, Jones 57)
Zimbabwe 105-7 (after sct 153 off 18 overs, Harris 3-15, Larsen 3-

16)

Hamilton, New Zealand., March 7

India 203-7 [(Tendulkar 81,
Zimbabwe 104-1 (after set
Canberra, March 10 -

- India bt Zimbabwe by 55 runs.

Traicos 3-35, Burmester 3-36)
158 in 19 overs)

South Africa bt Zimbabwe b

7 wkts.

Zimbabwe 163 (McMillan 3-30, Kirsten 3-31). South Alrica 164-3

(Wessels 70, Kirsten 62 not)

Hobarl, Australia, March 14 - Australia bt Zimbabwe b

Australia 265-6
Zimbabwe 137

Albury, Australia, March 18 - Zimbabwe bt England h
Zimbabwe 134 (Botham 3-23.

(Brandes 4-21)

1996

Played 5, won 1, lost 4
(zroup matches
Hﬁderahad. India, Februa
w

4-40)
Colombo, February 21

y 128 runs,

(Jones 54, M. Waugh 66 not, S, Waugh 55),

d runs,

Hlingworth 3-33). England 125

| Iy 16 - West Indies bt Zimbabwe by 6
ts. Zimbabwe 151-9 (Ambrose 3-28). West Indies 155-4 (P. Strang

- Sri Lanka bt Zimbabwe by 6 wkts,

Zimbabwe 228-6 (Campbell 75), Sri Lanka 229-4 [Gurusinha 87. de

Silva 91, Streak 3-60)
Patna, India, Februa

ry 26, 27 - 'Zimbabwr: bt Kenya by 5 wkts.

Kenya 134 (P. Strang 5-21), Zimbabwe 137-5 [Ali 3-22)

Nagpur, India, March 1 -

Australia bt Zimbabwe b

8 wkts.

Zimbabwe 154 (Waller 67, Warne 4-34), Australia 158-2 M. Waugh

76 not)

Kanpur, India, March 6 - India bt

Zimbabwe by 40 runs. India 247-

D (Sidhu 80, Kambli 106), Zimbabwe 207 (Raju 3-30)

AGAINST OTHERS
ed 6, won 1 (1983), lost 5 (1983, 1987 x2, 1992,

v Australia: Play
1996)

often. but when it does, it tends
to be heavier, the sort of rain
that could leave the outfield
soggy for a while."

Lord's, which stages three
matches including the openin
fixture between England an
Cup holders Sri Lanka and the
final on June 20, can expect 33
hours of rain in May and 27 in
June.

The number of days with
enough rain to stop a match
should drop from 13 to 11. But
in July the rate of major deluges
rises by 17 per cent and there
are just as many days with light
rain,

Groundsmen at Lord's are
resigned to the vagaries of the
English weather., One said he
had not seen the long range
forecasts, and if he had he
would not trust them — and
even if he did it would not affect
his pitch preparations.

"We wouldn't be surprised by
anything between a minus-10
snowstorm to a 90-degree heat
wave," Graham Sharpe of
British bookmakers William
Hill said. English umpire
Dickie Bird, who officiated in
the first three World Cups in
England. which all began in the
second week of June. said the
home tean would be boosted by
this year's mic-May starl. |

"Because the competition is
being played in May and early
June there is bound to be a lot of
moisture on the Squares
throughout the country,” Bird.
who has now retired from um-
piring, wrote in The Daily Tele-

graph newspaper.

"The low, slow pitches we
can expect in this country will
give England a huge advantage."

Australia’s captain Steve
Waugh, who has made three
Ashes tours of England and
played county cricket with
Somerset, played down the wet
pitch factor,

"A lot has been said about
how they're going to help the
seam bowlers," he told The
Times newspaper. "But when-
ever I've played here. the wick-
els have been pretty good, so I
don't expect them to do too
much.”

A match rained off without a
result in the first round could be
costly in terms of a team's
prospects of qualifying for the
second (Super Six] stage.

If, for example, West Indies
had a washout in their matches
against the two weaker Group B
teams whom they would expect
to beat — Bangladesh and Scot-
land — they would get one point
for each instead of two for a
win.

Consequently, if they lost
two ol their three others
maitches against fellow test
teams it could jeopardise their
chances of reaching the second
slage.

One reserve day has been
scheduled for each mateh and
two lor the linal in case rain
stops play. Fans will get their
money back il fewer than 10
overs are played or a half refund
for fewer than 24 .5.

-

v England: Played 1, won 1 (1992)

v India: Played 6, lost 6 (1983 x2. 1987 x2, 1992, 1996)
v New Zealand: Played 3, lost 3 (1987 x2. 1992]

v Pakistan: Played'1, lost 1 (1992)

v South Africa: Played 1, lost 1 (1992)

v Sri Lanka: P]a}recflﬂ. lost 2 (1992, 1996)

v West Indies: Played 4, lost 4 (1983 x2, 1992, 1996)

v Kenya: Played 1, won 1 (1996)

Romesh Kaluwitharana, the Sri Lankan wicketkeeper, fol-
lowing the ball as Northamptonshire batsman David Sales
misses an attempted sweep during a warm-up fixture at
Northampton yesterday. —AFP photo




