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BNP urges people

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition BNP has asked
its local units to immediately
start massive campaign to
make the May 16 Dhaka-Pan-
chagarh road march a complete
SUCCESS.

The instruction came yes-
terday at an emergency meeting
of the party's National Execu-
tive Committee held at 29
Minto Road official residence of
the Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and BNP chief Be-
gum Khaleda Zia. BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan chaired the emergency
meeting.

“This road march is an im-
portant step towards further
expediting the ongoing move-
ment to save the country. A
mass resistance against the
misrule of Awami League will
be built up involving the ag-
grieved people with the current
agitation,” the meeting said.

It asked party leaders and
activists of the particular dis-
tricts and thanas, and central
leaders and MPs to drum up
public support for the long
maich by arranging gathering,
rally, mass contact programme,
procession and meeting with
workers.

The meeting also urged the
countrymen to actively partici-
pate in opposition’s future agi-
tation programmes, including

the countrywide half-day har-
tal on May 11 and road march
beginning on May 16.

BNP leaders in the meeting
discussed the country's latest
situation, overnment’'s
‘failures’ in ditferent sectors,
current movement, implemen-
tation of announced pro-
grammes and future pro-
gramines,

Party vice-chairmen, Chair-
person’'s Advisory Council
members, joint secretary gen-
erals, NEC office bearers,
members, MPs, presidents and
general secretaries of front or-
ganisations and city BNP lead-
ers attended the meeting.

The meeting decided that
participation of BNP Standing
Committee members, Chairper-
son's Advisory Council mem-
bers, vice-chairmen, joint sec-
retary generals, secretarial
body members, party MPs, for-
mer MPs, presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of all front or-
ganisations and other senior
leaders in the road march
would be mandatory. They will
have to make their own ar-
rangements to join the long
march,

Besides. other party leaders
and workers can also partici-
pate in the march with their
own initiative, the meeting de-
cided,

Home Minister

From Page 1
was inlerrogated by police at
his constituency and in Dhaka
following my order”.

If there are evidences against
Muhibur Rahman Manik MP
that he was involved in the in-
cident, action would be taken
against him. the minister said.

Replying to a question on
former home minister Rafiqul
Islam’'s commitment to submit
to the government an estimate
of police officials’ property.,
Nasim said, " | did not make
such commitment and there is a
separate department of the gov-
ernment for this.”

In response to a question,
the home minister did not rule
out the possibility that accom-
plices of Osama Bin Laden were
still in Bangladesh.

Scots step back

From Page 1

Salmond's Kosovo remarks
angered officials and earned
him the title of the "toast of Bel-
grade"' from British Foreign
Minister Robin Cook, a fellow
Scot.,

Salmond put a brave face on
a bad night for the SNP, which
hoped for a late boost through
support from "James Bond" ac-
tor Sean Connery and "Brave-
heart” nationalism that surged
after Mel Gibson's 1995 film
about mediaeval independence
hero Williams Wallace.

Salmond said the SNP had
gained supporl across Scotland
at the expense of Labour com-
pared to the 1997 general elec-

tion that swept Blair and his
centrist "new Labour” to power.

‘I'm not the slightest bit
downhearted ... The only party
that gained ground in this elec-
tion was the SNP.," said
Salmond. who has vowed to
continue pressing for indepen-
dence from the platform of the
new parliament.

The vote was part of "Super
Thursday" elections in Britain
that also gave Walse a less pow-
erful national assembly, its
first ever, and tested Blair's
mid-term strength in local
elections throughout Britain.

Scotland’'s parliament will
have power over areas like edu-
cation, health and law and or-
der and the right to raise taxes.
But London's rpar!iament will
keep control of foreign affairs,
defence, the economy, energy
and road transport.

Observers expected Labour to
ask the centrisi Liberal
Democrats to form a coalition
in the new Scottish body.

The Liberal Democrals were
expected to win between 10 and
16 seats and the Conservative
Parﬂ;. staging a comeback in
Scotland, was seen getting 11 to
17 seats compared with not
winning a single seat in the
1997 general election.

Labour officials refused to
discuss a possible coalition,
saying they wanted to wait until
all the results were in.

Analysts said the Liberal
Democrats, despite a weak
showing, would likely force
La. . - to scrap plans to intro-
duce education tuition fees in
Scotland as part of a coalition

deal.
DU halls
From Page 1]
vailing in both Salimullah and

Zahurul Haq halls and on the
campus following the gunfight.

Talking to The Daily Star,
DU Vice-Chancellor Prof AK
- Azad Chowdhury said that no
outsider or terrorist, trying to
create unrest on the campus
would be spared.

"Police have started a
combing operation and it will
continue till the campus be-
comes terrorist-free," said the
VC.

Bomb explosions
near PMO: 2

arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Two principal accused in the
incident of bomb explosions
near the Prime Minister's Office
on April 26 were arrested yes-
terday, police said.

A gang of about eight youths
boarding a micro-bus exploded
a number of bombs near the
Prime Minister's Office and fled
the scene.

The arrested were identified
as Jahid Hossain alias Danny
and Siddiqur Rahman, police
said.

Landslide kills
two in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 7: Two
labourers died in a landslide at
Uttar Kattali this afternoon due
to heavy rain, police said.

Sujan, 17, and Sumon Jal-
adas, 22, died when a big chunk
of soil fell on them when they
were cutting earth in a bridge
construction site during rain.

Police later recovered the
bodies.

Chittagong continued to ex-
erience intermittent rainfall
or the past three days that

ended the prolonged hot spell.

Aviation fuel
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provement of services, the
minister said, new routes will
be opened to Manchester,
Manila. Djakarta and Ho Chi
Minh City gradually, and addi-
tional flights will be operated to
Jeddah, Qatar and Kuwait from
Dhaka London will be linked to
Sylhet via the Middle-East in
near future, and from May 14,
flights from Dubai. will touch
Sylhet.

A DC-10-30 aircraft is being
added to its current fleet of four
DC-10-30's on a three-year dry-
lease, costing 14.9 million dol-
lars. Two F-28's have also been
bought to bolster its domestic
fleet,

The DC-10-30 will be of 1981
vintage and the F-28's of 1978
and 1979,

But the minister denied that
the Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh was forced to per-
mit procurement of more than
15-year-old aircraft. A Biman
official said it has been done as
per a by-law.

The minister also declined
to name the local agent who is
providing the aircraft, He also
denied that he had any relation
with the agent. Neither he dis-
closed the name of the local
agent of the Air Charter World
which allegedly bungled a deal
to ﬂruvidﬁ aircraft forithe Hajj
flights, forcing Biman to nego-
tiate directly with a Chinese
airline to operate the Hajj
flights behind schedule.

On the recent breakdown of a
DC-10-30 aircraft after D-check
or overhauling from a Singa-
pore company, he said, “ [t was
not because of D-check. The
breakdown was caused in por-
tions due for E-check”,

He alleged that the previous
overnment had got D-checks
one at charges at least one mil-

lion dollars more than now.
The earlier D-checks were done
out by European companies.

He blamed the past govern-
ments for much of Biman's
losses, imposition ATP's and
Airbuses. Two ATPs were
bought at 35 million dollars in-
stead of 14 million dollars and
there could have been three
Airbuses at the price of two, he
said citing newspaper reports.
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Ligluor poisoning kills 36

From Page 1

drink it, and nothing has hap-
pened so far,” said a woman at-
tending one of the patients at
DMCH.

Our correspondents who vis-
ited the hospital at 11:30pm
saw patlients still arriving at
the emergency.

A doctor at Narsingdi Hospi-
tal said at 10:15pm that 55 pa-
ltients had been told to go to
Dhaka after being given pri-
mary treatment.

“Dead bodies continue to ar-
rive al the hospital morgue
while patients keep flocking to
the emergency department,” the
doctor said,

According to reports reach-
ing from Narsingdi, the victims
bought the liquor from differ-
ent medicine shops at Genji
Patti, Brahmandi and Tarkari
Patti in the town. Most of them
were identified as fish sellers,
f[ishermen, butchers and veg-
etables vendors.

Sadar thana said last night
that police had already raided

-;:1&?}.:‘_,;.- ] - o A ?q...-";':. :.: -\'-\'_E..-.'#'\-

different medicine shops and

arrested at least three sales-
men. The owners of such shops
went into hiding, police said.

Police said they had recov-
ered a few bottles of spirit from
these shops.

The Narsingdi deputy com-
missioner and district police
chief could not be reached by
phone. Their aides said they
visited the patients at Sadar
Hospital.

The police superintendent is
heading an inquiry. official
sources said.

This is the worse such inci-
dent since the Gaibandha
tragedy more than a year ago.
As many as 70 died after drink-
ing adulterated liquor in the
northern district town on April
14 last year.

Every year, many people die
after drinking liquor procured
from unlicensed sources in dif-
ferent parts of the country. But
sale and consumption of the
spirit have gone unabated.

Bodics of seven liquor victims lie at Dhaka Medical College

Hospital yesterday.
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Road, rail links
with Ctg suspended

for 5 hours

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 7: Road
link between Chittagong and
Dhaka and the city's rail com-
munications with other parts of
the country remained sus-
pended for five hours as jute
mill workers put up barricades
on rail route and Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway at Barubkunda
under Sitakunda thana today.

Police and witnesses said,
the agitated workers of Anwara
Jute Mills put up barricades on
both the routes at 10 am,
protesting lay-off in the mills.

They, however. removed
barricades following interven-
tion of the district administra-
tiori.

RU strike

From Page |
tion at the eleventh hour with-
oul considering the demand of
25,000 students of the univer-
sity.

They decided to boycott all
meetings with the VC and raised
one point demand — his resig-
nation. They also demanded to
hold RUCSU election under a
new administration.

RU unit JCD general secre-
tary Taiful Islam Tipu ad-
dressed the press conference
while president Mostafizur
Rahman Munnu, central JCD
vice-president Shafiqul Haque
Milon and JCD central commit-
tee member Shahidullah were
present.

Earlier, the VC said classes
will not be stopped even for a
single day due to terrorist ac-
tivities on the campus.

"Terrorism will be elimi-
nated from the campus at any
cost,” he told a press conference
at his residence this afternoon.

The press conference was ar-
ranged amidst a tense situation
now prevailing on the campus
lollowing suspension of RUCSU
election.

Pak coach
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pointment, hoard c¢hief
Mehmood said: "He has not
only vast experience but is fa
miliar with English conditions.
We are pinning hopes on him."
Another PCB official said the
decision was taken after con-
sultations with Wasim, hoping
the Mushtag-Wasim combina-

tion would boost the team's
morale.
(Details on Page 14)

Device to re
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offices, banks, publications etc.

Alfected PC users, shaken by
the disaster. were crowding
City's computer shops ever since
and were desperately trying to
get their valuable data recov-
ered. Different vendors were
giving different solutions by us-
ing foreign software including
P{nrtnn Disk Doctor, Disk Edit
elc.

The Bangladesh Computer
Samity, country's biggest asso-
ciation of computer vendors,
later came up with a standard
solution. It provided an Ameri-
can data recovery software
called Tiramisu. To repair
BIOS, the Samity suggested that
vendors might either replace
the affected chip with a new one
or wait for a BIOS Writing de-
vice that it was importing from
Singapore,

A group of students and
software engineers of MABS
Computer--Mahmudul Islam
Sajal, Ashok Sinha, Ashfaq

‘| Rahman, Shafquat Rahman

and Abdul Mugsith and hard-
ware engineer Rubayat Hasan
Ratul, were dissatisfied with the
standard solution. So they in-
vented their own solution.
“Tiramisu is slow and often
erroneocus in data recovery,”
saild Mahmudul Islam, "In the
first two days after the April 26
disaster, we applied various
techniques to recover data. We
also used Tiramisu. But these

turned out to be time consum-
ing. Besides, data recovery was
not satisfactory as these
changed attributes and exten-
sions of many files.”

Ratul, who, oddly enough, is
a student of Beom in Tejgaon
College , said , “At the same
time, we saw that there was no
satisfactory way to repair the
BIOS".

“So from the night of April
28 night, we started our team
work,” Shafquat Rahman told
The Daily Star at his Kalabagan
computer workshop,

Using cnm}mter programme
writing tools like C++ and as-
sembly encoding, the team de-
veloped DBACK within a few
days. The software was then
tested on damaged hard drives
and corrected accordingly.

Side by side, Ratul, who is
recognised as a young scientist

by the Science Museum, bought

some chips from the Stadium
market to develop his own
Computer Interfacing Unit (or
the BIOS Writer). With the help
of his collcagues at MABS, he
was ready to try out the device
on affected chips within a cou-
ple of days.

When they achieved the
hreakthmuﬁh. other computer
vendors and CIH-victims came
to know about them. They
smg;ht their support ever since,
sald Zunayed Sharif.

"Our list of clients is growing
rapidly,” said Zillur Rahman.

pair computers

Vendors like Tribe Computers,
Systech Computers, Microway
oystems, Satcom, Unicorn etc
have sought their service.
Among others, Beximco Syn-
thetics, Altex Industries and
others are also their big clients.

"Within a couple of days,
DBACK will be ready for release
as a shareware. We will dis-
tribute it to other vendors and
in the Internet. We are also de-
veloping a 16-bit version of
DBACK as a DOS utility within
a couple of weeks,” said Abdul
Mugqsith.

Ashok Sinha pointed out
that they all had clear concep-
tions about developing a new
software, but this is the first
such software they all worked
01,

The BIOS Writer, however, is
likely to remain one of its kind
due to lesser demand, they said
adding, if anyone wants to buy
one, he may work on it.

MABS Computer is a new or-
ganisation having a team of 10
students studying at the BUET,
North South University and

IBA. All of them have a little
experience in developing new
software or hardware but it
seemed to The Daily Star that.
they all have the knack for
those to an obsessive level.

Given the appropriate oppor-
tunity and financial support,
these boys would continue to
wonder us in the future.

arding plane

By Staff Correspondent

A hijack threal created ten-
sion at the Zia International
Airport and delayed take-off of
a Thai Airways flight for
Bangkok yesterday:.

A fax message said that three
Bangladeshi immigrants to
Canada were boarding the plane
to hijack it.

The three-- Sultan Sayed
Aslam, Obidul Huq and AKM
Sajedul Alam-- were barred
from boarding the place which
took off from ZIA at 3:30 pm,
one and a half hours behind
schedule. The three were sched-
ule to fly to Canada via
Bangkok.

The fax message received at
the office of the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police yesterday morn-
ing allegedly through the
Canadian Embassy said that
the three were members of
Laden group, sources said.

All law enforcing agencies at
the airport were put on alert
and high officials were present
at the airport to take necessary
action. )

The three persons were held
when they were moving towards
the immigration area after
completing necessary formali-
lies.

Immigration and security
personnel intermﬁ{ated the
three and thoroughly checked
them and their luggage. “We did
not find anything wrong with
them", a source in the airport
security later said. They were
later released from the immi-
gration. the sources added.

"Somebody may have done it
intentionally to damage their
prestige. It may be a case like
that of Nurul Absar”™ one
sources said.

Immigration sources said
their passports were however
seized and sent to the Special

Er%qf.l.l_ﬁtpalicﬂ. "
e three persoris came to

Bangladesh in January from
Canada. Two of them came to
get married, the sources said .
All the three hailed from
Gopalgan

15 AL men

From Page 1

Bappi. Titu, Didar, Zahid
Molla. Shujan, Rawshan, Sha-
heb Ali and Bakul.

They surrendered at the in-
struction of Health Minister

1 Salauddin Yusuf.

Earlier on May 3, two Jubo
League activists in the same
thana, Maruf Molla and Alam-
gir Molla. surrendered to the
court. They were sent to the jail
hajat, the PID handout said.

From Page 1

ability to govern, the Congress
chief termed 13 months of Vaj-
payee government's fenure as
‘endless turbulence, temper
tantrums, internal squabbles,
unprincipled compromises and
roll backs."”

Sonia Gandhi made it clear
that the focus of Congress' at-
tack in electioneering would be,
apart from the BJP, the Sama-
jwadi Party which has a strong

ase in the politically key state
of Uttar Pradesh on the basis of
supporters among lower caste
and minority Muslims.

She charged the Samajwadi
Party with having a "nefarious
nexus” with the BJP, a "nexus
which has led the country to the
present situation," an obvious
reference to the refusal of Mu-
layam Singh Yadav's party to
extend support to Congress for
heading an alternative after the
fall of Vajpayee government
last month.

The attack on Samajwadi
Party marked a complete
turnaround for the Congress
which had forged an alliance
with that outfit in the previous
%eneral elections in 1998 and
ailed to win a single parlia-
mentary seat in Uttar Pradesh.

Sonia Gandhi also chose the
occasion to hit back for the
first time at the campaign by
BJP and its allies against her
“foreign origin."

The BJP and its allies re-
peatedly said in recent weeks
that a person of "foreign origin”
should not occupy high offices
in India and suggestions have
been made from within the
ruling alliance if the Constitu-
tion could be amended to bar
such a person to become the
country's President, Vice-Presi-
dent and Prime Minister.

Sonia Gandhi yesterday said
such a campaign (without di-
rectly referring to it) was a "low-
level” attempt which only "be-
trays the nervousness" of the
ruling alliance.

Sonia’s senior party col-
league Sharad Pawar said the
"people are fed up with coalition
politics and want stability" but
made il clear that Congress was

et to take a final decision on
irming up alliances with re-
gional parties in some states in
the coming poll.

The Congress appears to be
in the horns of a dilemma over
alliances. Congress sources said
the dominant thinking in the
party was that it should not
strengthen the coalition idea.

The feedback given by party
leaderships in states to
Congress central leadership is
that alliances be avoided as far
as possible. Even if alliances

_are struck. it should be an Con-

gress’ terms rather than those
of small regional parties as
witnessed in the past, the
sources said.

Yet scelpticism remains in
Congress if the party can form a
government without alliance
with Laloo Prasad Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal which
rules Bihar state and Jay-
alalitha's party AIADMK which
is the main opposition party in
Tamil Nadu state.

The Congress is very weak in
Bihar which sends ~ second
hirihest. number of members to
Lok Sabha (58), lower house of
Parliament, and in Tamil Nadu

which has 24 parliamentary
seats.

Tagore’s birthday
From Page | |

decorated with posters, banners
and colourful arches.

Different programmes will
also be held under the govern-
ment auspices at Shilaidah Ra-
jbari in Kushtia, Rabindra Kut-
hibari at Shahjadpur, Patishar
in Naogaon and other places
including the capital Dhaka.

Bangladesh Silpakala
Academy will stage a musical
soiree at its conference centre
in the evening, which would be
participated by leading artistes.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday paid rich
tributes to the poet recalling the
contribution. Tagore in upgrad-
ing Bangla language and litera-
ture to international status.

"Rabindranath Tegore suc-
cessfully traversed the fields of
poetry. songs, essays, novel and
drama and depicted the aesthet-
ics of life and human spirit
land) his aim was to make life
meaningful and beautiful”, he
said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said the poet was still a
source of inspiration in our na-
tional life.

'the presence of Rabin-
dranath in all spheres of life is
an endless source of inspiration
for us ... He has become an
institution,” she said,

The Prime Minister said
during the Bengali nationalist
movement under the leadership
of Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man in 1960s and in 1971 lib-
eration war, Tagore's songs and
poems immensély encouraged
the countrymen in carrying
ahead their cause.

She said first Bengali Nobel
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore
was only the poet in the world
whose songs are the national
anthems of two countries.
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