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A pioneer of eco-friendly rice farming

Sesinado Masajo has proved
the worth of preserving biologi-
cal balance in the fields and
that use of insecticides does
more harms than goods in the
long rumn.

e farmer from San Felix,
Laguna, who has pioneered
non-pesticide farming since the
1980s, was a lone ranger when
he initiated his venture in 1982
on his 28-hectare farmland,
over 60 kilometres away from
Manila, the country’'s capital.

Nearly two decades down the
line, Masajo has now become a
role-model for several hundred
farmers in the neighbourhood.
Recognition came from the IRRI
as well. The world body of rice
research has followed his cue in
field experiments in several
other Asian countries.

IRRI, in league with various
national agricultural research
systems (NARS), has under-
taken experiments on selected
farming locations in Vielnam,
Malaysia, Thailand, China and
the Philippines over the last
few years. Experiments have
endorsed Masajo's method of
pest management and revealed
that there is no significant
yield difference between pesti-
cide-aided and non-pesticide

By Reaz Ahmad, back from the Philippines

farming. _

If insecticides are not ap-
plied, Masajo EES"S' the number
of parasites and predators in-
creases rapidly and reaches a
%evel that keep pest populations
ow.

An agriculture graduate
from University of Philippines,
Los Banos, Masajo says that if
insecticide is used, it kills bene-
ficial parasite and predators
rather than harmful insects,
disturbs natural balance and
leads to resurgence of certain
pests like brown planthopper.

The Daily Star correspon-
dent along with 25 other Asian
journalists were on a visit to
Masajo's farmland late last
month as part of an IRRI-ar-
ranged rice orientation work-
shop.

Long before 1982, Masajo
used to be a production manager
in a commercial rice farm in

southern province of Mindanao
where a team of technicians

was responsible for pest con-
trol. There he wilnessed that af-
ter four to five times of routine
applications of pesticides every
season, pest infestation re-
mained a serious headache.
Masajo noticed that whereas
neighbouring paddy fields, be-

longing to small farmers, with
no insecticides were full of spi-
ders. and other predators and

arasites, in his company's
arm, pests had a free reign. His
observation led to a hypothesis
that insecticides are not neces-
sary for rice farming. However,
he did not get the opportunity to
put his theory to test on the

farm.

Masajo's
neighbours have gradually
adopted his system of helpin
beneficial insects to grow an
stopped pesticide use ever since.

San Felix apart, no-pesticide
farming is a popular practice in
many other parts of the Philip-
pines.

Al T o L
e' rice ranch.
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rice-farming

Owners of a- 12-hectare
ranch, Jose G. Burgos Junior
and Edita T. Burgos have

lanted insect-repellent trees
er- pepper and marigold to
drive rice pests away. Besides,
the San Miguel farmland has
plenty of 'Roselle’ a plant that
attract pests, thereby giving re-
lief to rice fields from pest at-
tacks.

According to [RRI's Insect
Ecologist Kenneth George
Schonely insecticides affect
farmers’ health, pose harm to
beneficial insects and promote
secondary pest problems.

The concept of integrated
pest management (IPM} puts
emphasis on biological control
while minimising or eliminat-
ing insecticide inputs. Research
at IRRI shows that avoiding use
of insecticides in the first 40
days is crucial because this is
when beneficial insects settle
down and multiply to a level
which keeps pest population
down for the rest of tEe seasorn.

However, a recent study in
Vietnam reveals that 84 per
cent of farmers apply insecti-
cide within the first 40 days af-
ter sowing to protect plants
from leafl folders, doing more
harms than good.

The cost of a covert deal

Violence rocks Adamjee Jute Mills again

By Nazmul Ashraf and Ehsanul Haque

Jatiya Party's hoodwinking '

of Awami League regarding a
covert deal between the two
sides during the highly politi-
cised CBA election has resulted
in fresh wviolence at the
Adamijee Jute Mills [AJM), ac-
cording to insiders.

Infamous for unbridled
labour unrest, the AJM saw for
the first time in its 50-year
history of trade unionism an
unprecedented peace during re-
cent CBA election.

The break in usual violence
came following a negotiation
between local AL MP Shamim
Osman and JP-backed trade
union leader Ruhul Amin
Sardar.

As agreed, the MP ensured
tight security measures and
checked possible terrorism by
the pro-AL workers, helping
Sardar, the favourite candidate,
to win. In return, Sardar was
supposed to join the ruling
party.

Peace continued to prevail at
the AJM area with the AL MP
awaiting Sardar to fulfill his
commitment. But, less than a
month later, the AJM appears
to be turbulent again.

The post-election violence,
that has so far claimed three
lives, was triggered by what the
Al-backed labour leaders said
was Sardar’s betrayal of the
_ruling party.,

However, the JP-supported

new CBA leaders alleged that
the fresh trouble took place af-
ter the ruling party-supported
workers obstructed their move
against a section of workers,
reportedly backed by past CBA
chief Rehanuddin Rehan of AL,
who were taking pay without
work.

Sardar, the newly elected
CBA president, took up the wage
malpractice issue as a tool to
weaken his long-time rival
Rehan, who felt aggrieved by his

arty MP’s failed collusive ef-
ort.

CBA general secretary,
Delwar Hossain told The Daily
Star that some 400 to 500 work-
ers were involved in malprac-
tice over the last nine years
(Rehan'’s regime).

The AJM administration. in
collaboration with the new
CBA, started dprevcnting the
malpractice and this resulted in
fresh trouble,

"This could help the authori-
ties save 5.44 lakh a week.” said
Delwar, quoting the officials.

An official confirmed the
malpractice and the losses
caused by it. But he could not
give any specific information,

The previous CBA general
secretary, however, denied the
existenice of any malpractice
during their time but admitted
that only 30 workers in the past
CBA regime were paid without

work.

The recent AL-JP armed
clashes were actually the result
of Sardar's attempt to take over
absolute control of the AJM and
Rehan's move to retain his
long-held domination.

There are allegations that
former CBA chief Rehan main-
tained control over eight AJM

fisheries from which h -
tracted illegal inconie 11118 31:?

ferent officers’ gquarters where
he unlawfully housed relatives
and supporters. He also took
over different areas in and
around the mills that housed
workers to exercise dominance
in the neighbourhood. Tolls
were collected and criminal ac-
tivities took place in the areas
under Rehan.

It is further alleged thatl he
procured shares from the pur-
chase of jute and illegally ac-
quired tenders for buying spare
parts for machines, Rehan's

eople were also blamed for il-
egally extracting timber from
the mill areas.

All ‘these undue facilities
started going out of Rehan's
reach and were being gradually
grabbed by the new CBA.

Local JP leader, Safar Alj
Bhuiyan, a rival of Rehan. is
reportedly taking the advantage
of the Rehan-Sardar dispute.
Bhuiyan is trying to regain his
dominance over the New
Colony and Kadamtoli areas,

Local BNP leader Golakata
Quashem, whose group was ear-
lier evicted from Kadamtoli,
has also joined the Sadar group.
Caught while playing clever,
MP Shamim Osman then bro-
kered a peace deal between the
Sardar-Rehan groups. But the
rival groups locked in gunfight
only two weeks after they
signed the deal. The peace mea-
sures helped Rehan's supporters
return to the AJM campus from
where they ousted their rivals
during the recent clashes.

Their last round of battle
taking place three days ago,
both the groups were learnt
preparing to combat each other
again. Driven out during the
CBA election, armed terrorists
including convicts in various
cases have reportedly returned
to the AJM campus.

Local police admitted that
the terrorists had returned to
the AJM with the blessings
from all the three major parties
and that action against them
was not Ipossihle without coop-
eration from these parties, es-
pecially the ruling one.

Former CBA secretary,
[smail Hossain blamed the JP-
backed labour leaders for
dodging the AL leaders to win
the polls. "They promised to
join our party in return to get-
ting cooperation in the polls but
now they are betraying.”

Trading
halts at
Rajshahi
land port

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 6: Import.
and export through the Sona'
Masjid Land Port is stopped
since yesterday due to an indef-
inite strike by the importers
and exporters.

The strike began in demand
for withdrawal of "some restric-
tions" imposed by the Customs,
Excise and VAT Commissioner,
Rajshahi, on May 1 over border
crossing by importers and their
representatives.

The authorities have intro-
duced new rules for importers
and exporters.

According to the new rules,
an importer or his representa-
tive must inform the port au-
thorities of arrival of LC goods
on the Indian border. He or his
representative must carry au-
thorised identity card to con-
tact his counterpart across the
border.

In the past, the importers
and their representatives would
ignore these formalities to
cross the border.

Importers and exporters at
Sona Masjid termed the new
rules "embarrassing” and had
issued an ultimatum to the au-
thorities to withdraw those by
May 4.

When contacted, the Com-
missioner said that the restric-
tions over illegal border cross-
ing had been imposed after dis-
cussions with BDR and other

authorities concerned.

Corruption at Biman’s overseas missions

Ministry makes no move to recover Tk 72.58 crore, says audit

The country suffered a loss
of more than 'Jl:l}; 72.58 crore due
to corruption. irregularities
and violation of rules at 28
overseas stations of Bangladesh
Biman between 1972 to June
1996,

A special audit conducted by
the office of the Comptroller
and Auditor General(CAG) un-
earthed the huge irregularities
by examining the accounts.
transactions and activities at
the 28 stations.

Findings of the audits were
sent to the station authorities
concerned, Biman's head office
and the Civil Aviation Ministry
but no action was taken to re-
cover the money involved,

The report only includes the
audit objections which re-
mained unresolved even after

cun&sgnndence and discussions
with the authorities concerned.
As many as 851 audit
objections remained unresolved
during the period.

At the Calcutta station, a to-
tal of 49 audit objections in-
volving Tk 39.14 | remained
unresolved from April 1972 to
June 1996,

Thirty-eight audit objec-
tions involving Tk 1.12 crore at
Kathmandu between January
1974 and November 1995 37
involving Tk 23.46 lakh at Abu
Dhabi between September 1976
and June 1995 and 103 ohjec-
tions involving Tk 3.29 crore at
Jeddah station between October
1978 and September 1996 re-
mained unresolved.

The amounts remaining un-
resolved with other stations of

By Gobinda Bar

Biman are: Dubai - Tk 76.24
lakh, Tripoli - Tk1.02 crore,
London - Tk 28.73 crore, Kuala
Lumpur -Tk 65.94 lakh, Singa-
pore - Tk 1.56 crore, Bangkok
-Tk 94.73 lakh, Yangun - Tk12
.61 lakh, Paris - Tk 49.14 lakh,
Karachi - Tk 74.21 lakh, Frank-
furt - Tk 3.31 crore, Amsterdam
- Tk 1.89 crore, New Delhi - Tk
7.02 lakh. Ryadh - Tk 3.09
crore, New York - Tk 20.51 crore
and Tokyo - Tk 10.95 crore.

The audit report revealed
that Tk 12.81 crore collected
from sale of Biman's tickets
remained outstanding with a
former General Sales Agent,
Messers Bengal Trading Co Ltd,
al Tokyo. “The amount seems to
have been embezzled as it has
remained outstanding since
long." the report said.

At the Kathmundu station,
Biman suffered Tk 8.26 lakh
loss as its agents were given
‘commission’ at a higher rate,
violating the International Air
Transport Association's rate of
five per cent of the airway bill.

"The money involved was re-
coverable “from the persons

concerned”, an audit report
said. Kathmundu station’s ac-
counts between January 1994
and November 1995 were au-
dited.
Tk 20,534 was paid as taxes
lor personal telephone calls by
the station's officers and em-
ployees during Janu 1994-
November 1995, in violation of
rules, the report said.

At the Kuala Lumpur station,
two officials were paid Tk
92.000 as overseas allowance in

an irregular way during May
1985- June 1992.

At the London station, Bi-
man passengers were paid Tk
1.84 lakh for their transport
cost between July1987 and June
1991 because more tickets were
sold than the number of seats.

Tk 72,000 remained out-
standing with Bangladesh mis-
sion at Islamabad for long, an
audit of accounts of Biman's
Karachi station from July 1991
to June 1993 revealed.

Three officials of Karachi
station were paid overseas al-
lowance along with daily al-
lowance on their joining, vio-
lating rules. Officials are not
entitled to overseas allowance
till a certain period after join-
ing, the report said.

No bounty
hunting: HC

By Staff Correspondent

The High Court yesterday is-
sued a rule nisi asking the gov-
ernment and the SP of Jessore
to show cause within four weeks
as to why the SP's recent an-
nouncement of a reward of Tk
10 thousand for killing any ter-
rorist would not be declared il-
legal and ineffective.

The HC orders followed a
written complaint by Barrister
Omar Sadat that the SP, Abdur
Rouf, at an anti-terrorism rally
in Jessore on Monday an-
nounced a Tk 10 thousand re-
ward for killing a terrorist.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice KM Hasan
and Justice Mohammad Abdul
Quddus also asked the govern-
ment to clarify why action
should not be taken against the
5P, according to a press release
issued by Omar Sadat yester-
day.

The court also said if any
crime is committed in view of
the SP's statement within the
next four weeks, it would take
stern action in this regard. The

judges also declared Lhe SPs
announcement null and veid
for the next six weeks, the press
release added.

SEC
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oured, the bourses will "square
up’ the unsettled trade by sell-
ing his securities without any
further reference to him.

The defaulting member will
also be barred from trading
from the "defaulting day” to the
‘settlement day" until payment
of the balance amount and the
prescribed fine.,

If a member fails more than
once in any month, the bourses
will inform the SEC about the
default after closure of the set-
tlement time, determined by the
exchanges. The member will
also be suspended from tradin
from the transaction day ti
the settlement day and clear-
ance from the regulators.

The defaulting member will
also be fined Tk 5,000 per day
for a defaulted amount up to one
lakh, Tk 7,500 for Tk one to Tk
two lakh, Tk 10,000 for Tk two
lakh to Tk 10 lakh, Tk 25,000
for Tk 10 lakh to Tk 50 lakh
and Tk 50.000 for Tk 50 lakh to
Tk one crore.

For failing to pay above Tk
one crore, Tk one Lakh will be
fined along with the fractional
slabs.

The bourses have been asked
to adopt the new system by May
10.

The move came after press
reports that certain quarters
were taking advantage of the
loopholes in the settlement
rules and manipulating the
stock market.

The stock markets have been
witnessing severe depression
and are hitting new lows.

The sources said that the
SEC was thinking of imposing
tighter regulations in near fu-
ture. The SEC has also asked
Lhe DSE to know about the trad-
ing of 15 brokers in April, the
sources said.

The SEC amended these
rules at a marathon meeting
from 11:00 am to 5:30 pm and
ordered both the bourses to
adopt these.

gOLH'EEE said that the meet-
Ing also discussed [lormation of
an independent committee to

probe the recent abnormal de-
pression in the market.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, SEC Chairman MA Syed
said the exchanges are self regu-
latory organisations (SROs) and
should have the "first line of de-
fence” and bring necessary
changes whenever required.

“Since those failed to bring
about the necessary changes.
the SEC brought the changes to
prevent further manipulation,”
Syed said.

When pointed out that the
DSE wanted to revert to the ear-
lier “trade for trade” settlement
system, he said that it was DSE
which demanded the nettin
system. "It can not be chang
f:ve%da_v“,

"Besides, we will have to see
if it is necessary and the best so-
lution, The volume of transac-
tion will go down and we don’t
think this is the solution.” the
SEC Chairman said.
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Beaut}r rejuvenated

Flora of the country bathed gleefully in the much
anticipated rainfall of the last two days.

— Star Photo: A.K.M Mohsin

Officer-client nexus
costs BASIC crores

By Gobinda Bar

The Bank of Small Indus-
tries and Commerce (Bang-
ladesh) Ltd incurred a loss of
more than Tk 10.98 crore
during 1992-1997 due to mas-
sive irregularities by a section
of its officials and employees in
collusion with clients.

The bank (BASIC) also has
Tk 17.51 crore defaulted loans
and Tk 10.65 crore classified
loans.

The irregularities include
embezzlement by officials
through fake overdraft in collu-
sion with clients, opening of
Letter of Credit (LC] violating
rules, giving loan facilities to
many clients irregularly and
without taking required secu-
rity against loans. Loans were
also disbursed without assess-
ing borrowers' financial ability
and violating other rules.

- These were unearthed in a
special audit of the bank’s
1992-97 accounts conducted by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General's Office.

Tk 4.25 crore was embezzled -

from the bank's Jubilee Road
Branch in Chittagong by a sec-
tion of branch officials in col-
lusion with some at the head
otffice and some clients.

Clients Moazzem Hossain,
Kumar Kishore Roy Chowdhu
and Bipul Kishore Roy Chowd-
hury drew the money by open-
ing seven fake accounts in dif-
ferent fictitious names between
August 1991 and February 1995.

“The embezzlement was
made through secret overdraft.
Fake description of accounts
used to be prepared showin
take deposits every week an
month just to coniceal the clan-
destine and illegal deals from
the attention of the head of-
fice.” said the audit report.

"Beginning from April
19,1994, two accounts -- one
real and another fake-- were
maintained in general ledger.
The fake account was regularly
sent to the head office to hide
the fraud .” it added.

The auditors held branch
manager Nazimuddin and
deputy manager Iliasur Rah-
man, the then manager of
Khatunganj Branch Kazi
Shamsuddoha and chief of the
accounts and audit department

at the bank’'s head office Nasir
Ahmed Chowdhury responsible
for the massive irregularities.
Nasir Chowdhury even tried to
hide information during the
audit, the report said.

Manager of BASIC's
Dilkusha Branch in Dhaka
Saidur Rahman Chowdhury ir-
regularly permitted some bor-
rowers to open LCs in violation
of rules which resulted in a bad
debt of Tk 4.09 crore,

A large number of LCs were
issued to various Tanti Sami-
ties from 1993 for importing
yarn under the guarantee of an
importer, Mrinal Kanti Paul.
The guarantor violated rules in
case of 17 LCs.

The report held some senior
officials at the bank's head of-
fice and the manager of
Dilkusha Branch responsible
for granting overdraft loans.

"Analysing the situation, it
is found that Dilkusha branch

manager Saidur Rahman
Chowdhury was involved in
business with the borrowers. He
violated rules and indulged in
malpractices to gratify his self-
interest,” it said.

The bank suffered loss of Tk
43.93 lakh as LCs were issued
violating rules, on the basis of
fake documents.

BASIC has Tk 32.91 lakh
outstanding loan with a joint
venture private company,
Technolate Tex Chemical In-
dustries Ltd, Pabna .The loan
was granted in an irregular
way.

- BSIC suffered a loss of Tk
31.12 lakh as Dilkusha branch
manager issued two Credit Cer-
tificates with 20 and 25 per cent
margin violating rules.

Besides, Tk 27.29 lakh re-
mained outstanding with
Messrs Ahmed Sabur as the
loan was given without assess-
ing creditworthiness of the
loan seeker. GM of the bank
Sazedul Haq and branch man-
ager Mohammad Shamim were
responsible- for the irregulari-
ties, the report said.

Besides these, the audit re-
port also mentioned a number
of cases of irregularities by
bank officials, casing a huge
loss to the bank.
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From Page 1

network of WASA's storm sew-
erage (mainly for rainwater)
consists of 185 kilometres of
pipelines, six kilometres of box
culverts and 60 kilometres of
open channels (natural canal
routes). Hundreds of kilometres
of surface drains in the city are
maintained by the Dhaka City
Corporation,

“These illegal connections
are not only causing serious ob-

struction in the storm sewerage,
but also forming lethal gas in
the s{ys‘tem. We can’t even find
people to work for the yearly
cleanup drive which costs us as
much as Tk three crore,” said a
WASA official on condition
that he not be named. Officials
of the Storm Sewerage Section
warned that formation of gas
could also cause massive lo-
sions anywhere, anytime. They
said about two years ago an ex-
plosion in the storm sewerage
at Green Road and Panthapath
intersection ripped open a bi

chunk of the road and cause

, fTata

broken glasses from the nearby
buildings to fly. Fortunately,
there was no human casualty
since the incident happened
early in the morning,
Hundreds of homeowners
near lakes or low-lying areas in
the city have not even bothered
to build their septic tanks at all.
Instead, they have directed
their sewerage lines into lakes
or water bodies. Most recently,
the government had to spend
some Tk three crore to relocate
more than a hundred sewerage
lines from the Dhanmondi lake
during its development work.
owever, Gulshan, Banani and
ttara lakes and numerous
lnw—lﬁn& areas of the city still
remain dumping grounds.
There are an estimated 400
slums in the WASA area and
230 of them have a population
between 15,000 and 20,000
each. WASA sources recently
said that some NGOs had set up
latrines in some slums but
thousands of other slum
dwellers have only makeshift
open pit latrines or surface

drains to use. The total slum
population in the city stands at
around two million.

WASA officials estimated
that nine million inhabitants
of the city produce some seven
lakh cubic metre of sewage ev-
e11'y day. Moreover, 80 per cent
ol total water consumption is
disposed off with the sewerage

system.
The Pagla Sewage Treatment
Plant which can treat 1.20 lakh

cubic metre of wastes per day
received only 36,000 cubic me-
tre on Sunday due to the dam-
ages and leaks in the pipelines.
The WASA chief engineer,
explaining the existing system,
said the Pagla Sewage Treat-
ment Plant receives wastes
through two sources. One is di-
rectly through Goran- Basabo
line and the other through
Narinda Pump House. Both the
lines are in a very bad condi-
tion and need constant repairs
to keep them working. He said
another reason why the flow of
sewage was low these days was
due to lack of water with the

explosives

waste.

He, however, said there was
some hope for the city dwellers:
A Japanese government- aided
Tk 5.7 crore study on city sew-
erage system has just been com-
pleted. The study envisages
Projects costing nearly Tk 2,000
crore to develop the system in
the southern and north-eastern
gg;{t)a of the city by the year

. 'But how shall we design a
gystf:m when people have a ten-
ency to throw anything from
pillows, mattresses and coconut’
shell to polythene bags into the

drains?” wondered the chief
engineer,

oreover, to keep the exist-
ing sewerage system in opera-
tion and to avoid a disaster, Tk
140 crore (28.5 million US dol-
lar) has been made available
through a World Bank loan, a
Japanese grant and a govern-
ment aid. * On an urgent basis,
we are now working to do reha-
bilitation work on the system,”
he said.
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