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Queen Bhawani’s Palace en route to destruction

From Anwar Ali

largest zamindari in Lthe

Indian subcontinent -
the Palace of Queen Bhawani at
the gotskiris of Natore town - is
: 1 e

Tae aearly inres-eentury ald
masntficenl palace on H50.42
acres of land, now being con-
trolled and looked after by local
administration and the ar-
chaeology department, is fast
losing its lustire due to lack of
maintenance.

A sanctuary or an archaeo-
logical research museum and a
botanical garden can be estab-
lished in the palace areas to
save its historical and archaeo-
logical importance, experts say.
The government can also earn
handsome revenue by develop-
ing the palace into a tourist
spot.
Queen Bhawani ruled half of
Bengal for nearly five decades
betweenn 1748 and 1802, She had
an area of 13,000 square miles
encompassing greater Ra-
jshahi, Rangpur, Pabna, Bogra,
Dinajpur, Kushtia and Jessore
districts of Bangladesh, and
Nadia., Birbhum and Maldah of
India.

Her father-in-law Maharaja
Ram Jiban ordered construc-
tion of the palace some timne be-
iween 1706 and 1710, After the
queen’s death in 1802, the large
palace was divided into two
Earts. royalty of which went to

er two sons - Vishwa Nath
(Boro Taraf) and Shiv Nath
(Chhoto Taraf). The two broth-
ers renovated their respective
sections of the palace.

During the regime of King
Yogendranath Roy and Kuma
Virendranath Roy, the fifth
generation of Queen Bhawani's

N ATORE: Remnants of the

successory; the zamindari sys-
tem was abolished in 1952, and
the royal family moved out to
India.

During the Pakistan period,
the palace was used as an agri-
cultural training institute, an
orphanade and a family plan-
mng developnent cenire. Alter
the War of Liberation, the
palace housed the offices of po-
lice superintendent, police line,
district and sessions judge's
court and assistant district
comnmissioner's: (Revenue) of-
fice. These olfices were shifted
to their own buildings in 1990.
From then on, the palace has
been neglected and wvirtually
doomed (o ruination.

Despite repeated appeals
from different corners, inexpli-
cable indifference on the part of
local authorities as well as the
government department con-
cerned may lead to complete de-
struction of the palace.

There are more than ten
targe buildings and five ponds
in the palace areas. A large lake
called Inner Ber Chowkl sur-
rounds the palace.

The rani mahal (queen’s res-
iderice), some temples, guest-
house, kitchen, arsenal and
many other buildings have al-
ready dtlapidated beyond re-
pair. A portion of the guard-
house crumbled down a few
months back. Over the years, in
absence of guards, valuable
marble stones have been dug out
of stairs and floors in the
palaces of Boro and Chhoto
Tarafs. The statue of a woman
atop the Chhoto Taraf's palace
has partially been broken and
left uncared while paintings
and artistic images of women
and lions on walls have been
dislndged. Local gangsters are
alleged to have sold out valu-
able stones and ornamental

money, To hand

Eioces to private collectors at
ome and abroad. Authorities
have been blamed and accused
of negligence for which floors,
roofs, walls and engravings of
the palace are deteriorating
fast. After sunset, locals claim
that the damaged buildings and
obscure corners of the palace
turn into the den of gamblers
and drunkards, although there
is a police outpost housed in the
Kachari Bari of Chhoto Taraf at
the entrance of the palace.

. Besides being known as a
place for anti-social activities,
the palace is nowadays used by
government employees as a

picnic spot.

Maintaining it has always
been the government's job and
it is a mystery as to why the
have failed when as much as
1.22 lakh is spent every year for
its maintenance. There are 13
government employees includ-
ing two of the archaeology de-
partment to look after the
palace.

Once, during the Ershad
regime. following an instruc-
tion by the visiting president, a
Tk 4.55 crore project of restora-
tion was mooted. But, somehow,
it did not work out.

The present district com-
missioner of Natore last year
Flanned a Tk 1.68 crore scheme
or restoration. Following the
Empusal, the government has,
owever, approved a Tk 73 lakh
scheme recently and the ar-
chaeology department started
restoration work on May 2 with
a sanctioned amount of Tk 5
lakh.

Some government! and non-
government experts feel that an
ambitious project like restora-
tion of Queen Bhawani Palace
would cost a huFe amount of

¢ the project

Silent witness of a glorious past. — Star photo

Victim of greed and sheer negligence. — Star photo

with Tk one crore or two will
definitely be meaningless.

The DC, M Ishag Bhuijyan,
when contacted, tnl?l The Dail
Slar that restorastion

wor

would take a [ew years, and that
his office would (ry to utilise
maxiimum amount of money

that can be managed for the
project.

''''''''

“Once the project is imple-
mented.” Ishaq said, "local res-
idents along with the govern-

ment will thoroughly be bene-
fited." '

Revamping the Silk Indust}y

AMIRAN Bibi, a 45-year-

old woman. is regarded by

her neighbours as a skilled
silk larmer. She had been in the
business for a decade until she
quit it two years ago for lack of
quality inputs. Thanks (o a
government-sponsored pro-
gramme she has changed her
mind and hoped to return to
silk farming, a job close to her
heart,

"l had quit silk farming be-
cause my income was not
enough to meet the cost of pro-
duction. I've now decided to do it
again after promise of help to
get quality silkworms and
Cggs,” says Samiran.

The help for Samiran and

hundreds of other poor women
comes from a 5-year project the
%ﬂvernment has launched with
inancial assistance from
World Bank. The project in-
volves LIS dollars 12 million
and most of the funds come
from the Bank that seeks to
help Bangladesh in promoting
its silk industry.

One of the first steps under
the project has been the estab-
lishment of Bangladesh Silk
Foundations (BSF) to stream-
line the administration and
promote the rural people's tal-
ents in silk farming,

The silk foundation, which
started its operation last year,
came at the right moment. This
was a time when demand for

silk was growing with a decline
in production. It came at a time
when many traditional silk
farmers like Samiran were {ed
up with the losses they had been
suffering for lack of inputs.
According to a 1995 study on
the country's silk market, the
size of the local annual con-
sumption of raw silk was about
160-200 tons while the domestic
demand for silk products was
growing al a rate between 6-8

per cent.,

Silk experts hoped that it
would create 1.23 million per-
son days of employment from
rearing and reeling activities
during the five years of the pro-
ect and about 80 per cent of the

eneficiaries would be rural
poor women. There will also be
a significant increade in em-
ployment opportunities in
weaving, dyeinﬁ and finishing
sectors they said.

Another goal of the project is
to explore international mar-
ket of silk products to make the
silk industry viable. There is a
proposal to create an interna-
tional markeét development
programme for BSF.

Silk farming is a sensitive
job as it has to be done under
temperature at 25-26 degree
Celsius and the humidity level
at 80-85 per cent. It can be done
four times a year, en em-
ployment for 100 days for a per-

son throughout the year.

The leading silk-producing
countries of the world also in-
clude India, Japan, Korea, and
Vietnam. Even though the his-
lory of Vietnam's silk produc-
tion is only of a few years. ils
annual silk production has now
reached 5, tens.

BSF Director General
(Market & Promotion) Syed
Tariguzzaman observed that
the country's annual consump-
tion of raw silk ranges from 160
to 200 metric tons, of which
only 6-7 per ceént are met by
domestic production.

He said local markets have a
huge demand for raw silk and
its demand for making saris
ranges from 1.3 crore to 2.4
crore metric tons, which consti-
tute 80-90 per cent of the coun-
try's total demand. And the
deficit, which ranges from 90
lakh to 2.4 crore metric tons, is
met by the raw silk smuggled
into the country from neigh-
bouring India. B

According to: Bangladesh
Bank trade figures, Bangladesh
imported silk products,worth
about Tk 93.9 croré. durin
1994-95 fiscal while silk prod-
ucts Ha]ue:;ldaé Tk 4.72 cru{;;:
were export uring riod.
Officials fear that th gI: be-
tween export and import of silk
will widen further in the cur-

'rent fiscal year.

— News Network

J The incinera

Clean Bill of Health

cally changed the face of

the Thana Health
Complexes [THCs] under the
health sector pilot project. The
introduction ef this effective
technology of waste disposal
has made a world of difference.

"The change brought about
by the incinerator to the THCs
under the Thana Functional
Improvement Pilot Project is
very obvious," said Dr Bazlur
Rahman, the Thana Health and
Family Welfare Officer at Buri-
chong, Comilla, indicating the
scrupulously clean premises of
the complex.

TFIPP, a project of the Min-
istry of Health and Family Wel-
fare and funded by the Euro-
pean Commission (EC), pro-
vides infrastructure facilities to
25 lhanas of six districts. It
aims at improving the effec-
tivenness and quality of health
service at the thana and union
level.

New technology like the in-
cinerator and modern medical
equipment have been supplied
to the THCs under the Tk 1160
million project for which EC
has provided about Tk 1000
million.

The project has given train-
ing to service providers at all
levels in the THCs, from the
level of the doctors down to the

T HE incinerator has radi-

very sweepers in the project ar- -

eas of Comilla, Rangpur, Nil-
phamari, Bagerhat, Barisal and
Sunamganj districts ol the
country,

In addition to the infrastruc-
tural development of the THCs,
behavioral changes of the ser-
vice providers, supply of labo-
ratory equipment and reagents,

features of the

for the THCs

the local community were vital
roject.

Cleanliness has been an im-
portant aspect cf TFIPP. Dr
Rahman pointed out that the
incinerator. in Burichong was
built a year ago at a cost of Taka
35,000. The building of the in-
cinerator was carried out by an
experienced contractor as it
needed special skill.

The incinerators vary in
form, some in the shape of a
chimney or an oven, but the
function is the same — easy and
efficient disposal of hospital
waste,

Using the incinerator for the
first time in his long service
was quite an interesting experi-
ence for Nuru Miah, the old
sweeper of Burichong THC.
Nuru Miah now faces no prob-
lem in keeping the hospital
clean and disposing waste.

All he has to do is pour the
waste into the upper chamber of
the incinerator and set it on
fire. Everything turns to ashes
in a matter of minutes, Water is
then poured through a hole
connected to the lower chamber
and the ashes are flushed into a
nearby ditch.

According to Nuru Miah who
carries out this process ornce or
twice a week, a siinple incinera-
tor has changed the entire envi-
ronment of the hospital. "Such
cleanliness had not been possi-
ble before.” he said.

“This technology is easy and
environment friendly and we
have benefited by it.” TH&FPO
Dr Baziur Rahman said, adding
that such incinerators could be
built in all the hospitals of the

courntry.

— Probe News Agency

and, above all, participation of
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tor has bmugﬁt about a healthy change.
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