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Central contracts
for England

cricketers

LONDON. May 4 [Reuters):
England Test cricketers could
be given six-month "central
contracts” if the recommenda-
tions of a report released on

Tuesday are ted.

The England and Wales

Cricket Board (£CB) announced
the ﬂndings of its review group
which said that 15 or 16 Eng-
land players should be cen-
trally contracted from the start
of next season supplemented

a further seven or eight special-
ist one-day-players. Contracted
players would be available to
their counties for Cup games
‘and some county championship
matches after consultation be-
- tween the England management
and the counties: |

. The rt -recommended
several other changes in the
game's struecture, including
tails of compensation

. paid by England to counties
for ' the loss of players,
achievement-based payments
for players and the introduc-
tion of a full-time England
team manager in conjunction
with a full-time coach. The
game's First Class Forum (FCF)
will decide whether to endorse
the report in a meeting on May
13. "This is a comprenensive
report which brings to the end
one of the most thorough exam-
inations of the England set-up
in ‘recent times," said Don
Trangmar, chairman of the re-

view group.
‘Lazio can win

L ]
everything’

ROME, May 5: Lazio may be
only one point clear in the Serie
A, but coach Sven Goran Eriks-
son claimed on Wednesday that
nothing can keep his men from
glory in Italy and Europe this
month, reports AFP,

Lazio lead AC Milan in the
championship with three
matches to go; and face Spain's
Real Mallorca in the last Euro-
gean Cup Winners' Cup final in

irn am on May 19.
- Two consecutive defeats here
last month had raised fears
that Lazio were heading for yet
another end of season collapse,

' But Eriksson's men silenced
their critics with Sunday's
thumping 3-0 away win over
Champions League hopefuls
Udinese.

"That was perhaps the most
satisfying game of the whole
season,” said the Swede. "We
proved to the sceptics that we
weren't finished. And now we've
Eﬂt the right spirit back, we

ave to keep it going.

"If we can play our next four
matches with the same deter-
mination we showed at Udine,
then | don't think anything can
stop us from success, either in
Italy or in Europe."

Looking back over the past
few weeks, he said: "The turning
point was the semi-final here
against Lokomotiv Moscow.
From a psychological point of
view, it was fundamental.

"We got our self-confidence
back and that enabled to go to
Genoa and beat Sampdoria, de-
spite having a hard time.
Against Udinese, we moved up a
%ar, both in terms of spirit and

e quality of football.

"And if we keep playing like
this, nothing can stop us."

This weekend, Lazio could
make the decisive breakaway in
the race to their first league
championship for 25 years.

The leaders are at home to
Bologna, whose form has col-
lapsed since losing to
ﬂgmpique Marseille in the
UEFA Cup semi-finals, while
Milan are away to reigning
.champions Juventus. -

WC 2002 in Spain
on Via Digital

MADRID, May 5: Spanish
company Via Digital has won
exclusive broadcast rights for
transmission of World Cup
2002 matches in Spain, a com-
gan}r spokesman announced

ere on Wednesday, reports
AFP, |
Controlled by the Telefonica

telecommunications group, Via .

Digital have reached an agree-
ment with football's interna-
tional governing body FIFA to
exclusively broadcast the 64
World Cup matches throughout
Spain.

World Cup 2002 is bein
jointly hosted by Japan an
South Korea.

Via Digital have also secured
the broadcast rights for the
1999 Confederation Cup in
Mexico and has first refusal for
future World Championship
club matches which will be or-
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Pollock will

have a point to _
flw prove when he
| spearheads
South Africa's

bowling attack in the World

His return to England will
take the red-haired all-rounder
back to the country where he
‘endured one of the most frus-

trating periods of an otherwise .

career.

into the fifth and final
Test against En d last year,
Pollock had taken only ten
wickets despite beating the bat

tte
e Going

frequently. "I stopped trying to
count how many times the

batsmen played and missed,” he
recalls. _
Pollock finished the series
by taking eight wickets at Head-
ingley, s, but personal fny
ed by disappoint-
ment as England clinched a se-
ries which South Africa had
seemed set to win. |
‘Pollock, 25, learned patience
from last year's travails,

"Sometimes you have to wait

for things to happen,” he says.
That the experience was not

traumatic was shown during an *

outstanding 1998/99 season. He
was the main destroyer of the
West Indies, taking 29 wickets
in the Test series as South
Africa swept to a 5-0 triumph.

, He topped the bowling in the
one-day series as well, as South
Africa won 6-1, and took most
wickets in both the Tests and
one-day games as South Africa
continued their WinninF-
during = tour of New Zealand.

Pollock reached the mile-
stones of 1,000 runs and 100
wickets in both Tests and lim-:
ited overs international cricket
during the season. -

The Test mark was reached
in his 26th match. Only three
players, headed by England's
lan Botham, had done it in
fewer. When he achieved the
one-day double, though, he
nudged Botham from the top of
the list, having played only 68
games to Botham's 75. '

Although Pollock is a fluent
stroke-player. his hattinﬁﬂhas
taken second place to his bowil-
ing in the past year. Although
frequently dubbed the leading
all-rounder in world cricket,
Pollock says he thinks the label
is used too freely.

"l don't know if | would be
picked if I could not bowl ... the
genuine all-rounder can be
picked for batting or bowling.”

With last year's experience
in England behind him - "I don't
want any mental blocks" - Pol-
lock will be concentrating on
causing problems for opening
batsmen at the World Cup.

As Allan Donald is likely to
be held back for the middle
overs, Pollock carries the twin
responsibilities of taking wick-

ets and keeping the scoring rate
down in the early phases, when -

fielding restrictions invite

Shaun:

Pollock lag
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Shaun Pollock . . .

batsmen to attack,

It is a role Pollock has man-
aged with remarkable success.
His 103 one-day wickels Fave
been taken at just over 23 runs

each, while he has conceded
fewer than four runs an over.
The son of former Test-fast
bowler Peter and nephew of ac-
claimed batsman Graeme, Pol-

. versatile genius,

— Star file photo

lock can scale further cricket-

ing heights. He led a young
South African team to a gold
medal triumph over a full-
strength Australian side at the
Commonwealth  Games in
Malaysia last year and has been
made vice-caplain and Hansie
Cronje's heir-apparent in the
South African team.
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Seemingly different seam

HOVE, England,
May 4 (Reuters/
Internet): Sou-
th Africa's top

X
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M%p l:wn fast limw-
" ers, Allan
[ € 9“'“ Donald and

Shaun Pol

lock, believe the World Cup will
not be dominated by seam
bowlers to the extent that many
players have predicted -- and
the reason is the seam itself,
Speaking after the team's
first practice session in Hove on
Tuesday. both men said they
were convinced that the Dukes
ball to be used in the tourna-
ment had been altered in design
and was now held together with
a smaller seam than in the past.
‘It is definitely a bit smaller
and quite different from all the
other Dukes balls I've ever seen.
I think they might have done it
to get higher-scoring games be-
cause there has been some criti-
cism of the ball in the early
stages of a game,” Donald said,
The South African team

usually play with the Aus-

tralian-made Kookaburra ball.
which has a smaller seam than
the English-made Dukes ball,
but in the seven one-da
matches against the West Indies.
earlier this year they used the
Dukes ball as practice for the
World Cup. |
"Also the weather in the
early E»art of the season means
1 be moisture in the

off the seam, which is probably
why they changed it.,” Donald
said,

Pollock brought a new Dukes
ball from that series in South
Africa with him to England and
compared it with the new balls
the team were given to practise
with in Hove,

“You can see the diflerence
guite clearly, They've definitely

attened the seam and I'm also
not sure that there is as much
lacquer on the ball as there used
to be, which means it won't
swing as much as il used to.

"1 don't know whether
they've done it on purpose but if
they have I think it's aimed at
irying to stop the ball from do-

Toshack’s eyes
on Maurice

MADRID, May 5: Real
Madrid's Welsh coach John
Toshack watched Marseille's
French international striker
Florian Maurice in the club's 2-
1 defeat by Paris St Germain
Tuesday night, reports AFP.

According to the Spanish
press, Maurice was the target al-
though the French club insist
the striker is not for sale,

It is also thought Toshack
wanted to watch PSG's German
defender Christian Worns. who
did not feature in the match

mg too much in the first 15
overs." Pollock said.

South African coach Bob
Woolmer agreed that the bhall
looked significantly diiferent.

"The seam is much [latter.
There was concern and some
adverse comment on the size of
the seam before so maybe
they've taken the decision to re-
duce it," Woolmer said.

Managing Director of Dukes.
Dilip- Jajodia, admitted from
the company's headquarters in

Cantarbury that the World Cup |

ball was different but denied
that the change had been made
specifically for the tournament.
“Isn't it amazing how sensi-
live these chaps are? They no-
tice the slightest change.
Most of the countries taking

~ part asked us o send them balls

and because of differing condi-
tions the thread we use in them
has to be harder wearing,” Jajo-
dia said.

“For balls sent overseas we
use a linen thread as opposed to
a cotton thread used on balls in
England but as far as we are
concerned the diflerence should
be minimal,

‘Also for overseas balls we
use a harder weaﬂﬂF polish. Be-
cause the entire ball is polished
that could make the seam feel
bigger.” '

Woolmer said teamns might
be compelled to change tactics if
the ball seamed and swung less
than they were expecting and

Sport

| Crawley reminds
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- Scotland

LONDON, May 5: Steve Cra-
wley, not picked by Scotland for
the World Cup, scored a century
in a nine-wicket NatWest Tro-
phy “first round victory at
Linlithgow on Tuesday, reports
AFP,

.. Crawley took out his frustra-
tion on a Nottinghamshire
County Board XI with an un-
beaten 109 that steered the
Scots through to a second round
tie at home to Dorset.

Séamer Cralg Wright and
spinner Gregor' Maiden re-
stricted Nottinghamshire to

212 from B0 overs and Craw--

ley's maiden century — which
included a six and 14 fours —
saw the Scots home at 215 for
one, .
Ireland won by five wickets
against Northumberland at
Jesmond. Northumberland ma-
‘de 2538 for eight — man-of-mat-
ch Dwayne McGerrigle taking
five for 66 from his 10 overs —
and Neil Carson (58] and Kyle
McCallan (41) steered the Irish
past their target at 255 for eight.
Denmark's debut in the
competition proved short-lived
as they were beaten by 58 runs
by the Kent Board XI at
Maidstone.

Turin recalls
the day

TURIN, May 5: The city of
Turin paid homage to one of its
greatest football teams with a
memorial match here Tuesday
to commemorate the Torino
tearmn that was wiped out in a
plane crash 50 years ago, re-
ports AFP.

A match that saw a Torino
team face a Serie A all-star
line-up ended 1-1 in a fitting
tribute to the team.

Aldo Agroppi, who played
for Torino and Italy in the
1970s best summed up the
match when he said: "This
evening Torino belongs to the
whole of Italy."

Ronaldo [(Inter Milan and
Brazil), George Weah [(AC Milan
and Liberia), Luigi Di Biagio (AS
Roma and Italy, Roberto Baggio
(Inter Milan and Italy), Filippo
Inzaghi (Juventus and Italy]
and Hidetoshi Nakata (Perugia
and Japan) were some of the
star names on show to honour
the team known ' as the
“granata” (garnet-coloured).

Torino currently second in
2erie B are close to a return to
Serie A after three years in the
wilderness,

It would be a fitting tribute to
the team that perished in the
crash on Superga hill on May 4.
1949,

It was on a rainy and loggy
afternoon that, at 17:05, a Fiat
G212 piloted by Lieutenant
Colonel Pierluigi Meroni. car-
rying 31 people including 18
players, crashed at the foot of
the Superga Basilica 5 kilome-
tres from the centre of town on
the way back from a friendly
match with Benfica in Lisbon.

Everyone on board died.

SANTIAGO, May 5: Chilean
inlernational defender Javier
Margas said Tuesday thal he
will return in August to English
Premiership side West Ham
United, rejecting reports that he
would quit professional foot-
ball, reports AFP,

Margas, one of Chile's star
players in the 1998 World Cup.
said he would carry on playing
for the London side if there was
no offer from Chile or Latin
America that would satisfy
West Ham, who paid two mil-
lion pounds {three million dol-
lars) for his services to Univer-
sidad Catolica.

Margas said: "I will finish
my contract with West Ham
which lasts four years."

The defender’s family failed
to seltle in the English capital.

When he first returned to

Santiago, Margas said he would
not return to England, initiat-
ing talks with his former club
Colo Colo for a loan deal.

It was furthermore reported
that he would quit the game if

- he failed to find a club in Latin

America.

Margas said: "Now the only
thing I hope for is to have a good
Copa America and to prepare
imysell psychologically and
physically.

Margas has started physical
training with the fitness
trainer of the Chilean national
leam llalo Traverso with a view
to getting fit for the Copa
America in Paraguay.

Bailey not

Captain Competent

= 1 JOHANNES-
\ BURG, April 30
/[_/@"* (AFP): Hansie
i et Cronje believes
1999 will be
"%&%A his last oppor-
' tunity to be

part of a World
Cup-winning team:.

"We have a realistic chance
this year and I don't think I'll be
around in 2003," says the 29-
year-old South African captain.

Cronje already ranks as one
of the most successful one-day
cricketers in history and has
built a phenomenal record as
captain, leading his team to 80
wins and only 26 defeats in 109
matches, .

He admits, though, that his
crowning ambition is to win the
Waorld Cup.

It will be Cronje's third
crack at the only official world
championship in cricket.

In 1992, he was a rookie in
the South African team that
reached the semi-finals in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand in the
country’s first tournament after
re-admissiont to international
cricket,

In 1996, he was bitterly dis-
appointed when he led South
Alrica on a rampage through
the round-robin stage.in Pak-
istan, only to slip up at the first
knock-out hurdle in a guarter-
final match against the West
Indies in Karachi,

Crﬂn{'e epitomises the all-ac-
tion style ol the South African
team.

Supremely fit, he had to cut
down on road running when he
started to have knee trouble.
Instead, he swims for an hour

or more on non-playing days to
go with his daily gym workouts.

He is the iron man of inter-
national cricket and has only
missed five of South Africa’s
164 one-day games - the first
three against India in 1991, one
during the 1992 World Cup
fwhen !ﬁe was nol picked and just
one through injury,

. HANSIE CRONJE

" Lanka in 1993, when he hau a

sore back. ;
He starts the upcoming tour-
nament as South Africa’s lead-
ing one-day run-scorer with
4,825 at an average just under
40. He became the 16th player
in history to-complete the lim-
ilted overs "double" when he
took his 100th wicket during
the recent tour of New Zealand.

Cronje believes every ball
and every run are potentially
vital in one-day cricket. As a
batsman he seeks to capitalise
on every run-scoring opporiu-
nity. _

A powerful hitter, especially
against spin bowlers, he likes
to club over mid-wicket and
could have improved on his
tally of two centuries and might
have had a higher average il he
had not sacrificed his wicket on
several occasions trying to in-
crease the tempo in the late
overs of an innings.

essive running between
the wickets is a trademark of
Cronje’s and the South African
team, but it is one area where
the captain feels they can im-
prove in order to squeeze out ex-
ira runs.

Cronje is a canny medium-
pace bowler but, because of his
troublesome left knee, he often
turns to his other all-rounders.

Within the confines of one-
day tactics, Cronje has shown
an_ability to switch strategy
within a game, as when he in-
structed his fast bowlers to bowl
short against the West Indies in
Durban this year.

They risked being no-balled
for deliveries lifting above
shoulder height but it caused
sufficient disruption to the
batsmen for South Africa to
snatch victory from looming
defeat.

Cronje's World Cup tactics
will be watched closely. He has
said South Africa will aim to
win every match - but he will
need to carefully marshal his
resources to enable the side to
peak for the knockout stages.

| X | LONDON, May 5:
" With the unpre-
< wew | dictable English

_m-ldcup' weather relenting,

| -~ the Indian team

| * . for the World Cup
is going full steam ahead at the
nets, even as South Africa, its

opening match rival, has
reported three players
including » speedster Alan

Donald on the injured list, re-
ports PTI,

South  Africa's
mainstay Donald is reported to
be suﬂ}éring from stomach
cramps. ace fielder Jonty
Rhodes has a wrist injury and
all-rounder Lance Klusener is
down with a foot injury barel
10 days before their first mate
against «ndia at Hove on May
15.

South African coach Bob
Woolmer said yesterday he
warited to involved all 15 of his
World Cup 'squad in the three
WITH Up games against Sussex;
Kent and Middlesex before tak-
ing a deeision -about their fit-
TNess. - :

“Their participation in these
warm-up games would prove
their litness in time f{or the

bowling

opening maltch against India,
“Woolnier was quoted as saying
by the local media.

In contrast, the Indians have
no such worries as all members

of the squad are fit and are go- -

ing into the warm-up matches
with full vigour after losing the
first couple of days due to in-
clement weather,

“The boys are shaping well
with morale high after strenu-
ous weeklong practice,” coach
Anshuman Gaekwad said after
the team's easy win in two
Iriendly matches — their unof-
ficial warmup games — at Le-
icester, about 200 kms from
here.

The players are in good
shape. We have no injuries or
mishaps, Gaekwa said,
quelling rumours back home of
star batsman Sachin Ten-
dulkar having suffered an an-
kle Iracture.

The coach said Tendulkar
was present during the second
warm-up Iriendly against a lo-
cal club in’Leicester on Monday.

"Though we had rested him
(Tendulkar) instead playing
Rameésh, he was present
throughout the match with me

SA in injury soup

and was taking full part in nets
and physical workouts along
with the whole squad,” Gaek-
wad said describing his biggest
asset as fighting fit.

“The weather has changed,
50 we can practice longer out-
doors. With temperatures hov-
ering between 18 and 22 Celsius.
it is comparatively warmer and
the boys feel more like home,"
the coach said. '

Regarding the injuries in the
rival camp, Gaekwad, not wish-
ing to dwell on any weaknesses
in the opposition camp openly,
said: "We are concentrating on
our own game plan, anything
else is a bonus.”

Asked now Tendulkar's back
was holding on, the coach said:
“The very fact that the player is
participating in nets and physi-
cal build-up should answer the
question.” -

About the nets and workout
pattern. Gaekwad said: "We are
varying them."

"We rotate the pattern,
sometimes we concentrate on
fielding, sometimes on bowling °
and on other occasions on
catching and fielding," Gaek-
wad said.

| -

'iﬂfaﬁlgh has

CARDIFF, Wales,
May 5: The warm-
up games haven't
everl started but

Australian cri-
| cket eaptain Steve
already penciled the
June 20 World Cup final at
Lord's into his tour schediile,
reports AP,

The Australians, losing fi-
nalists to Sri Lanka in 1996.
are among the lavourites to win
the 1999 tournament and while
the South Africans and Pak-
istan have avoided the
favourites tag, Waugh is happy
to take it, |

‘1 don't mind being favourite
because it shows you're the form
side.” he said Wednesday.

‘Winning the 1987 World
Cup was the highlight of my ca-
reer and I'm really looking for-
ward to Lhe opportunity o play-
ing at Lord's — it'll be a tremen-
dous feeling to win two World
Cups "

The 33-year-old batsman
sairl the Australian squad was
the most well-balanced he's ii-
volved within 15 years of first-
class cricket.

‘We cover every option with
this squad, there's nothing that
can happen on the field that we
carl cover, so it's really up to us
to do it orrthe day,” he said,

"Our training has been excel.
lent and I tliin

\
epaee

* life when spectato

The Australians arrived
Tuesday in Cardiff after a
drama-plagued tour of the West
Indies, where they tied both the
Test and limited-over series.

The tour was marred b
crowd riots at two games, wit
Waugh saying he feared for his
rs threw bot-
L e _ﬁ@#'—'wm,,w """'::!'_-f.:' _:=.

s

tles and trash onto the field and
stormed the pitch,

But the Australian skipper
said he was more concerned
about winning another World
Cup than reflecting on the
trouble in the West Indies.

The squad is packed with po-

Steve extremely

upbeat

rated as the World's No 1 lim-
ited-over player — plus fast
bowler Glenn McGrath, leading
batsmen Mark and Steve Waugh
and spin bowler Shane Warne.

Waugh, who along with all-
rounder Tom Moody is the only
remaining -member of Aus-
tralia’s 1987 World Cup winning
team. said the Aussies were
treating the World Cup as the
‘holy grail” of cricket.

‘We've been building up to -
this for the last 18 months — it's
the ultimate for any one-day
cricketer.” he said.

The Australians have warm-
up matches against Glarnorgan,
Worcestershire and Somerset
before starting their World Cup
campaign against Scotland in
Edinburgh on May 16.

‘We're peaking at the right
time,; which I think we did in
1987." Waugh said. "We were uin-
derdogs then, but we played
good cricket leading up to it and
[ think we're in the same frame
of mind here."

Warne, who was controver-
sially dropped from the Aus-
tralian Test team for the final
match in the West Indies, said
he was returning to his best
form and enjoyed playing in the
English conditions.

"l got dropped for the final

~ test but I thought my bowling

was okay and it was only a mat-
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4-11) Indies 264-8 (Chanderpaul 56, Lara 111), South Africa 245 (Hudson Olympics -- 1999 has to be a gﬂ? Q185 Solutlon time: 23 mins. 37 Choir -
Brisbane, March 8 - South Africa bt Pakistan by 20 runs, South 54, Cullinan 69, Harper 4-47, Adams 3-53} ver Fitl 1 = | 23 Pop artist rendition ;
Africa 211-7 (Hudson 54), Pakistan 173-8 (after set 193 in 36 addea, Voo MENMS | Jasper - (AT WATPIUMRIATFITIA] 38 Braincnig P T W KPZ APSH MWSZPLPS'B
-1 . . " ' : : ad? ARIERNLICINIRAIRIR[A[S : A ' Cown ! T TH ¥i
y Marc = Sou ca mbabwe wKkts. eposin itain' inft RO ZEEAILILIAIH : b A Y =
Zimbabwe 163 (McMillan 3-30, Kirsten 3-31), South Ai%ca 164-3 v Australia: Played 1, won 1 (1992) : Ch&istie gin “21113:1111; thgmllé:'grg 27 ‘Okdahomal” s wiA/a I E[E N S|c ulm| 40 Author  y '\ TONP!”
Meibourne, March 13 - England bt South Afrca by 3 wkts. South & Lop M 1a/sd 3 won 1 (1996).lost 2 (1992 x2 breaking the werlh bessri y | 30 Acor (WL io SlFIRIEIE) | T vesterday's Cryptoguip: IN PRISON ART STU-
. M o i a: : reaking t : b
Alrica 236-4 (Wessels 85, Hudson 79), England 226-7 (after set 225 v New Zealand: Played 2, won 1 (1996). lost 1 (1992) taking the ]‘?{]{E rm}r[;;?; tm,ff Estrada  |AlPlO[GEIE I BTTIN melogy  P1OS, 1 GUESS ?HF—.IS_J"FT:TD FIND FINGER PRINTS,
in 41 overs, Stewart 77, Fairbrother 75 not, Snell 3-42) v Pakistan: Played 2, won 2 (1992, 1996) in Atlanta. 31 Hotation  (NETHERCIHIABISIHIAIW! 42 Alger's ___ Today's Cryptoquip clue: D equals M
Adelaide, March 15 - South Africa bt India by 6 wkts. India 180-6 v Sri Lanka; PIFf:lyed 1, lost 1 (1992) He was beaten by his great duration St oA NeUSE “before® The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
(Azharuddin 79), South Africa 181-4 (Hudson 53, Kirsten 84) v West Indies: Played 2, won 1 (1992), lost 1 (1996) rival Maurice Greene of the | 52 Relaxed EIERI IEMIFIEF ; I'E g 43 Maze letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, It
Semifinal | -V Zimbabwe: Played 1, won 1 (1992) : United States, however, at the | 93 Ball- FGIO0NE RN GG goal will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
Bgdnef. March 22 - England bt South Africa by 20 runs. England' Others: v UAE: Played 1, won 1 (1996). v Holland: Played 1, won 1 world championships in FEH""ﬂ Yesterday’s answer 44 Take care words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
252-6 (45 overs, Hick 8 ), South Africa 232-6 (after set 252 43 (1996) ¢ Athens last year, tem of _ IDEEIIHE vuwelg_ Solutlon is by trial and error. _



