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Hillary says he would be glad

to share credit with Mallory

WELLINGTON, May 4: Forty-
five years after congquerin
Mount Everest, Sir Edmun
Hillary said today he would be
glad to share credit for reaching
the summit with George
Mallory, who may have made it
in 1924, reporis AP.

Members of an expedition
have found the body of Mallory
near the peak.

Eight eclimbers have been
looking for the bodies of the
E:lglisﬁmen. who disappeared
in 1924, and a camera that
could contain pictures proving
they reached the summit 29
years before Hillary and Sherpa
guide Tenzing Norgay.

They found the body
Saturday but haven't yet found
the camera or evidence to prove
they had reached the summit.

The body was found about
600 meters from the windblown
8.848-meter sumnmit.

Hillary said today he
doubted Mallory and Irvine,
who were not using oxygen,
reached the top.

"We simply of course have no
id.a as to whether he was over-
come at that altitude, which
could easily happen, or that he
had in fact carried on, reached
the summit and then fallen on
the descent.

"My feeling perhaps is that,
well, [ think it's more likel
that he probably did not reac
the summit. But who knows?"
Hillary said from Auckland in
a telephone interview with an
Australian radio station.

"It's one thing to reach the
top, but to complete the job
{)ﬂu'v& gol to get (back] to the

ottom,"” Hillary told the
Dominion, a Wellington, New
Zealand newspaper.

'For 45 years I've been ac-
cepled as the hero sort of stuff,
so [ wouldn't feel too terrible if
he had his special spell as well.

‘I've always regarded him
with great admiration as the
original hero of Everest.”

Mallory's grandson said to-

day he believed his grandfather
was descending when he fell,
but had no opinion on whether
he had reached the summit.

"l guess my opinion would
depend very much on exactly
where the body was found," said
the younger George Mallory,
who lives in Mooroopna in
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Australia's Victoria state.

"l can't imagine that he
would have been on his way up
at the time he died because by
then he would have survived
through to the end of the day,
[''n pretty sure," said Mallory
who himself climbed Everest in
1995.
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Hillary (R) and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay (L) at London's
Heathrow airport on their arrival from the expedition on

July 3, 1953.

Low turnout marks bypolls

From Page 1
observed the EC who. accom-
Faniﬂ.i by a group of Dhaka-
rased reporters, visited as
niany as nine polling centres.
“The voters turn-out would be
round about 30 per cent.”

The voters, even the election
agents of the candidates at dif-
lerent polling centres, expressed
the same view. “People lost
traditional enthusiasm about
elections due to the fact that the
opposition parties have
boycotted the polls,” said
Shakhawat Hossain, a polling
agent of Prof. Mannan at the
Amjhupi Primary School cen-
tre. Hazrat Ali, polling agent of
Hisabuddin, nodded his ap-
proval in front of the Election
Commissioner.

The polling agents com-
plained that names of 264 vot-
ers of the area were not printed
in the official voters list. “So
far, one of the 264 voters came
to cast his vote. But we had to
refuse hirn as the list does not
contain his name.” said one of
the agents to the Election
Commissioner.

In the afternoon., both the
DeEut}r Commissioner of
Meherpur Kamrul Islam, who
was also the Returning Officer
for the by-election, and the Su-
perintendent of Police Jahangir
Hossain predicted that the vot-
ers turnout would be a little

SC accepts

From Page 1

the Returning Officer's decision
not to allocate ‘plough’,

On the same day Moidul Is-
lam obtained an order of stay of
HC judgement.

The Appellate Division on
May 2 extended the order of stay
till May 4 and fixed for hearing
of the petition for leave to ap-
peal.

Barrister Rafique-ul Hoque
moved for Moidul Islam, while
Advocate-on-Record Sharifud-
din Chaklader represented Mo-
tassim Billah.

more than 30 per cent. None of
them was, however, ready to
admit that the low-turn oul was
a result of opposition boycott of
the polls.

During the election, or the
opposition hartal for that mat-
ter, no mechanised vehicles
were seen in the streets, while
most shops in the town were
closed. But both the DC and the
SP refused to accept that there
was any hartal observed in the
area.

Earlier in the morning, the
Election Commissioner visited
two centres — Mission Primary
School centre and Dighirpar
Primary School centre - be-
tween 10:45 and 1100, The vot-
ers’ turnout at that time was not
more than 12 per cent.

Out of the second centre, the
SP was heard asking his subor-
dinates over wireless set to
make sure that the BTV men
could shoot "some voters stand-
ing in a queue” in the next cen-
tre - the Hannanganj Primary
School centre.

But the police officials con-
cerned failed to implement the
idea, as the number of the vot-
ers present in the centre at that
time was too small to form a
gueue,

In the centre ~ Hannanganj
Primary School - 400 votes out
of the 4080 were cast at 11:15 in
the morning. The polling offi-
cers at one of the booths of the
centre received not a single
voler until 11:05 am. “More
than 400 voters from Basanta-
pur and Ramnagar villages are
supposed to casl their votes in
this booth. But none of them
has so far appeared.,” said
Mostafizur Rahman, assistant
presiding officer of the centre at
11:20 am,

Then the SP became rather
desperate and was successful,

- When the EC team, accom-
panied by EC Additional Secre-
tary Aziz Ahmed Chowdhury
and Khulna Divisional Com:
missioner and Meherpur DC,
stopped for while at the rest
house in the historic Mujib Nii-

gar, the SP utilised the time to
manage some voters for a
gueue.

Meantime, Presiding Officer
of the Mul]ihnagar centre told
reporters that roughly 500 votes
out of the 3300 were cast until
noon. As soon as the EC team
had left the place and the BTV
camera gone, the people in the
queue dispersed.

At Sonapur Primary School
centire, 250 votes out of a total of
1965 were cast till 12:45 pm.
The picture was almost similar
at the Ballavpur Primary
School centre. Until 1:00 pm,
550 votes out of 2637 were cast
at the centre.

The scene at the Anandabas
Priinary School cenire was 1o
ditlerent. Until 1:35 pmi, 251
votes oul of 2701 were cast at
the polling station,

The presiding officer of the
cenire told reporters and the EC
teamn that the first voter ap-
peared at the centre an hour af-
ter the voting in the con-
stituency was started at 8:00 in
the morning,

In the Amjhupi Primary
School centre, 951 votes were
cast until 3:20 prn, while the
total number of voters in the
certre was 3186,

In the Kalachandpur Pri-
mary School centre, 253 votes
out of a total of 900 were cast at
the time of closing the voting at
4:00 in the afternoon.

AL nominee wins

From Page |
Humayun Kabir Arzu
(Independent) polled 379 votes.
Mostaim Billah —Jatiya Party
(Monju) candidate who stayed
away [rom the polls a couple
days before the election -- got
174 votes and Krishak Mo-
hammad Sadek of Krishak
Sramik Mukti Andolon bagged
79 votes.

The seat fell vacant follow-
ing the death of BNP legislator
Ahmed Ali on February 13 this
year.
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Special drive

14,568 held,

210 arms

recovered so far

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 14,568 people were
arrested during the last 12 days
of coun ide special joint op-
eration by émuncf:, BDR and
Ansar, according to police.

Besides, 210 illegal firearms,
38 sharp weapons and 1032 bul-
lets were recovered during the
operation.

The special operation began
on April 23 as per directive of
the Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim. Special emphasis has
been given on 10 districts of the
southern zone during the oper-
ation, police sources said.

Power disruption

From :}rage 1

circuit of Haripur-Siddhirganj
transmission line broke down
in Siddhirganj at around 1.55
pm and fell on the forth circuit
ol the same line. So, power sup-
ply through these two lines and
the Haripur-Mankinagar sec-
oinld circuit and the Naripur-
Siddhirganj second circuit was
disrupted.

"As a result, power supply to
areas under Ulan, Dhanmondi,
Bangabhaban and Maniknagar
substations were disrupted,” the
press release said.

“Power supply to Ulan,
Bashundhara, Dhanmondi and
Bangabhaban substations was
restored within 7-8 minutes of
this incident through an alter-
native arrangement from Tongi
transmission line,” it added.

The Haripur-Maniknagar
second circuit line was repaired
and re-started at about 3 pm.
PDB technicians then started
restoring the Haripur-Siddhir-
ganj first circuit line, it said.

"It is expected that the af-
fected lines will be fully re-
stored by tonight,” the press re-
lease noted . “Till that time,
load-shedding in Dhaka and its
adjacent areas may increase.”

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondent reports that the 33 KV
transmission line broke down
due to careless manoeuvring of
crane the of a wheat carrying
barge.

The Chittagong bound barge,
"Queen Heart", came from Sid-
dhirganj silo and was loading
wheat on its way. When it was
passing by the 33 kV line. the
crane hit the cable and tore it,
snapping power supply tlo

anpur area under Narayan-
geug‘ Sadar and Madanganj area
under Bandar thana.

Officials and engineers of
FDB and DESA rushed to the
spot and started restoration
work. But they said it will take
about 48 hours.

The best of times
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No one seemed to luke note
of the callous use of precious
electricity.,

Not only did the advertising
signs glitter, but also the com-
munity centres where lights
portrayed the glamour of the
ceremonies inside.

Bright mercury lights at
sireet junctions also burnt at
places where there was power
supply uncut,

The city fathers had been
wise to install the lights to pro-
vide a clear view of the sireet
corners so that traffic could
pass smoothly even though
many of the streets not far away
were missing them.

All these were going on de-
spite the nation-wide power
cuts and frequent failures.

Officially, the shops and
markets are to down their
shulters at 7pm. Bill boards
with powerful lights and neon
signs are not to [lash in the
evening. Nor the lighting deco-
rations at social gatherings and
weddings are to be there.

But no one takes the trouble
of enforcing the austerity mea-
sures 1o stop waslage niy power
when the parts of the city re-
main in darkness for hours to-
gether after the oppressive af-
ternoon heat.

A bit of prudent use of elec-
tricity, keeping the consump-
tion to the minimum, could
save a lot. experts say. But no
one seems to be paying any at-
eilion to that.
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The students of the Eden University College held a cultural function on the campus
yesterday welcoming the freshers and the Bangla New Year.

— Star photo

PM: Patience
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said the govermment is trying
hard to improve law and order
through stringent measures,

The governmenl is trying its
best to ensure security of public
life by establishing peace in the
society. she said. The premier
sought cvooperation lrom all
quarters for eliminating terror-
ism Irom the society.

It is possible to remove ter-
rorisin from the society if the
opposition parties do nol give
protection to terrorists and if
they cooperate with the gov-
ernment, in this regard, she
said.

She alleged that the opposi-
tion leader is spreading lies
saying price of rice is increas-
ing. There was a bumper har-
vest of Boro and IRRI this yvear.
The government has success-
fully tackled the post-flood sit-
uation by giving food aid to
more than two crore pcople.
Hasina said, '

Power plant

_From Page 1

Power Development Board
(PDB) had purcﬁaaﬂc] a power
plant of same conliguration
from a French company at a
cost of 25 million dollars. some
22 million dollars less than the
price of RPC's generators. PDB
is currently installing the gen-
erators at Shahjibazar,

"It is true that the total cost
of PDB’s Shahjibazar plant will
be lower than RPC's My-
mensingh project because all
inlrastructure facilities includ-
ing transmission lines are al-
ready there at Shahjibazar. At
Mymensingh, RPC has to de-
velop infrastructure for the pro-
ject.” the source said.

“Moreover, the RPC has no
studw on the infrastructure fa-
cilities 1o he built tor the second
phase. Yet, the Energy Ministry
has contidently instructed RER
and RPC to sign the second
phase contract with the same
company within three weeks.”
he noted.

The second phase has been
scheduled to be completed
within 15 months of signing the
agreement, the source added.

REB will raise the equity
Enrtiﬁn of the project's finance

y increasing its shares in the
RPC and the number of rural
electrification associations,
which are its subscribers. The
loan portion of the project cost
will be arranged through credit
from commercial banks or
donors.

The government has how-
ever emphasised arranging the
credit from commercial banks
for implementation of the pro-
ject "urgently”.

“This is eclearly unfair,”
commented a source. "A com-
mittee with representatives
from REB, RPC and PDB was
formed earlier to study these
projects tirst. But the study has
not yet been completed. The
PDB representative in the
committee strongly opposed
this because the second phase is
costlier than any other similar

| project.”

34 killed as tornadoes_

hit Oklahoma, Kansas

OKLAHOMA City., May 4:
Tornadoes tore through
Oklahoma and Kansas, wiping
ot whole neighborhoods,
killing at least 34 people and
injuring hundreds, reports AP.

At least 1.000 homes were
destroyed in Oklahoma City
alone, police said.

"l heard it, the house started
shaking and then the big rum-
ble." said 74-year-old Katherine
Burch, who hid in the bathroom
of her southwest Oklahoma
City home during the storm
Monday night. Glass and every-
thing flew in it."

Power lines popped, debris
flew and sirens blared as the
twister moved from Chickasha
to the heavily populated sub-
urbs of Oklahoma City, 50
miles (80 kilometers) to the
northeast. The tornade was
part of a storm system that
moved north into neighboring
Kilisas.

Police and emergency work-
ers combed through the debris
as darkness fell, searching for
survivors while tornado warn-
ings remained i1in effect.
Crumpled cars littered two
highways.

‘It's real chaotic.,” said
Sharla Findley, director ol
community relations at
Hillcrest Hospital. "We've gottern
S0 many patienits in [ don't
know who we have here.”

Of the 32 deaths, 26 were in
Oklahoma, six in Kansas.

Eight people were killed in
Bridge Creek, about 30 miles (50
kilometers) southwest of
Oklahoma City, said Ben
Frizzell, spokesman for the
state Oflice of Emergency
Management. He said four other
died in Midwest City, a suburh.

Oklalioma City police said at
least cight died there. Three

deaths were reported in Moore,
just south of Oklahoma City,
Another death was reported at
Norman Regional hospital, and
two more in suburban Del City.

In neighboring Kansas, six
were Teported dead in Wichita,
about 150 miles (240 kilome-
ters) due north, according to of-
ficials. At least 80 people were
reported injured.

Oklahoma's Midwest
Regional Medical Center said it
was treating at least 100 in-
jured. as did Midwest's hospital.
Other hospitals were reporting
injured as well.

“We [lear there are many
more,” Frizzell said of possible
viclims.
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with the help of their "masters”.
But this will never succeed as
people are wilh BNP.

“They (AL) have terrorists,
arms and money. But the people
are with us, We will face all fas-
cist conspiracies of Awami
League and oust it taking the
people with us,” the opposition
leader said.

Welcoming the newcomers,
Begum Zia said party leaders
and workers at all level will
have to remain alert about the
“conspiracy and evil-design” of
the ruling party. BNP leaders
and activists were not aware of
their conspiracies during the
1996 polls, she added.

“The AL will again hatch
conspiracy and rig future elec-
tionns. We have to be very cau-
tious",

Chittagong city BNP Presi-
dent Mir Mohanunad Nasirud-
din, General Secretary Dastagir
Chowdhury and Amir Kashru

Mahimud Chowdhury MP also
addressed the function.

Gold seized at
Ctg Airport

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 4: Cus-
toms officials seized 600 tolas
of gold worth about Tk 36 lakh
at Chittagong Airport brought
by two passengers from Dubai
this morning.

Customs officials searched
the bodies of the two passengers
and recovered 60 gold bars,
weighing 10 tola each.

They were later handed over
to Bandar police.

Trial in NY
From Page 1
ﬁlear that he would not marry
er,

Mohsin, a computer techni-

cian from Bangladesh, has been
charged with attempted murder
and assault. He sat with an im-
Fassinnate expression on his
ace during the arguments,
which lasted for a little more
than an hour. He faces up to 25
yvears in jail if convicted.

The case has attracted a
Ereat deal of attention from

outh Asian women's organi-
sations, particularly the New
York-based Sakhi for South
Asian Women. Several Sakhi
members were on hand at the
hearing and are expected to stay
throughout the trial.

Drue controllers
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uct, one is multinational and
the rest four are local compa-
nies.

An official of a multina-
tional company told The Daily
Star yesterday that it would not
be possible for the local compa-
nies Lo produce any data regard-
ing bio-equivalence study al-
though the multinatinnar one
would be able to do so.

"DDA has so far done very
little to maintain quality,
safety and efficacy of essential
drugs. But in this case, it must
be congratulated,” he said.

The bio-equivalence study,
essential for any potent drug,
was not done by these local
companies before marketing
their products, the official said.

“If DDA can implement this
and include the names of other
different essential drugs, the
move will benefit the people.”

DDA issued the letter late
last month and asked the com-
panies to submit the data
within seven days.

“The pharmaceutical busi-
ness is a potential sector in the
country but lack of proper regu-
lation has thrown the indust
into a mess," the official said.

AJM clash

From Page 1

Sohel were sent to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH].

Traffic movement on the
Dhaka-Demnra Road was dis-
rupted for about three hours till
12 noon due to the clash.

It is alleged that police re-
mained idle during the clash.
However, they arrested four
persons from the spot. The ar-
rested are Swapon, Rana, Hal-
imoy Biswas and Swapon.

Tension has been prevailing
in Sonamiah Math gate, Natun
Bazar, South Uttarpara and
Madhapara areas. |

ATTN ! USERS OF D.C. POWER SYSTEMS

We represent M/S Harmer+Simons, UK. a world
renowned manufacturer of Rectifiers/DC Power systems

~.-ecial Features :

Switch Mode Technology

&
® Modular Concept

® Very Compact in size
@ Reliable & Noise Free
&
S

Comply all ITU T/R Regulations
Local after sales service available

You need stable D.C Power systems for 'Fﬂur_; 1

® Radio Systems

e Telephone switching systems .
® Electronic & Electrical Control Systems.

For your total needs of D.C. & D.C. standby package
please contact BETELCO the technology leader.

Bengal Telecommunication & Electric Corporation (Pvi) Ltd, (BETELCO)
19, Kakrail Road, Dhaka-1000. Telecom Section
ernic®  Tel : 833326-7, 834141, 842201, Fax 880-2-836395

| Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Published by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 en behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No:
3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 866771,
Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

Internet edition address:
address: dstar@bangla.net

http://www.dailystarnews.com and Email

From Page 1

eign funds which ecould rescue
the markei from the current
situation”.

When pointed out that it was

I a matter being decided by court.

e said that the Constitution of
the country gave the President
the power to grant general
Iercy.

The demonstrators said that
brokers and dealers were still
manipulating the market as
they did in 1996 to raise share

prices to an unusual level,

Trading at the exchange,

however, remained unaffected

yeslerday.

The latest demonstration by
the investors was triggered by a
massive fall in share prices
Monday that pulled the key
composite index down by 1.91
per cent to 462.57 points.

Earlier, in the morning the
agitating investors shut the
main gate of the exchange for
several hours and chanted slo-
gans against chairman Rakibur
Rahman, whom they blamed
for price manipulations during
the 1996 crash of the market,
along with other brokers.

Meanwhile, the DSE chair-
man called a meeting of the
general members on Saturday
to review the current market

situation. The decision came afl-
ter around 30 general members
went to DSE boardroom and
demanded an EGM.

Reviewing the present mar-
ket situation, settlement rules.
DSE resources and manpower
and information leakage from
the IT department are on the
list of the meeting agenda, DSE
sources said.

The rebel brokers said that
the small group of influential
brokers pushed most general
members to the sidelines.

"We are losing clients every-
day. We earn our bread from
this market. If this situation
continues then we may be seen

begging on the streets. Every- '

body in this market is not cor-
rupt. It is because of few mem-
bers that we are losing busi-
nesses,” said one frustrated
member.

“What they did in 1996 was
the slaughter of the innocent
and what they are doing now is
d massacre,” the member said,
"We will not remain quiet any-
more.”

One of the DSE councillors
told this correspondent that he
had decided to refrain from at-
tending board meetings any-
more. He said the management
has been captive in the hands of

Stock traders frustrated

the influential quarters.

"People are calling DSLE
gamblers’ den. And I don't wanl
to be part of the council which
has failed to tackle the situa-
lion,” the councillor said.

He also accused the DSE of
doing nothing about a court or-
der directing the bourse author-
ities o "maintain a status quo”
on the election. Elections to
four Council seats were due De-
cember 22 last,

In another development, the
senior officials of SEC, the cap-
ital market watchdog, hePd
meetings yesterday to review
the market situation.

Sources said that the regula-
tors directed the DSE to with-
draw the option of “counter
party identification” from the
computer system which enqabled

the traders to identify the bro-
kers’ work stations from where
the sell or buy orders were com-
ing,

SEC sources said that the
option enabled members (o
form “unholy syndicate” (o
manipulate prices of stock of
their choice. They said that re-
moval of the option would help
reduce manipulation as the
members would not be able to
identify the selling broker.

TF CTIFIET IqIe

FAN srfern, ISR, ot

3559 B T (BRI REas R @7 oo T RIS Wi

C\ TG

G [T, FAT S,

Tfefve q1/q, B9t |

> |
R |
9 |
8|
€|
Y |
Qi

54 BeE-ve /9%, @I T8, I, T |

Gt WS @& gmnf e, W, @, e @S, B
SR TG G, @, AFH, A1 Ao, fFror-qe =1z 7§ arzram 20hE
ROt QI WK1 o1, GRIFI, FIRN-GN G N, @, T

TR @, G, G, ARG, ADEE, Frol- e @, @, W

G WK By, +ffavres, foret-Tes «w, @, T

YR Q, @, g, I fqgr, sffawErs, foretmesm aw, @, w1FE

TR @, (&G, G, AR e, sifavrers, Fror-wears @u, @, wgm

—== 5= wret

———-CHIT5= ARSIt |

TR SR T JZSIAT-(F TS FAMA TR0OCR @, AT HIT* arDersye
CB*ATS! e 230 372 IS A6 @1 T 4l 129 FCEH G2 2-9 72
JROT TS IR TR =7y W IS aeor S ARl T A

aelNd 6 @Ifo= wrel 1T wo-0-sn 3¢
RN GHIZA T Gl AReHneR S @ airerse

IR A9 Afarnyg s 713 |

o1 v-e-a5 32 O o IS a¥einam FaG @fdie srews @Te M 7
GG ST AT TSl I » () 41T TS (2 I 2 | TS (A 2w
9 do WMTTa Ty 3 72 w1 aBer= T Bl 3,.04,84,883/89 “FTety 71 IR I
AR} TS &MF w1 S AoAHa wee (o™ afiernds e o
SMETS (TSR CAIEell F31 3F S AT AMeqR & Ta@ IS wiel SEAIS

AT,
AR ¥ @ fog Ao fJerey,

GIE e
- RAEE FEE, v

7] &9 FfaraT |

©le 3 08-0¢-d9dp3e

o8 Bl 5,99,80,885/89 #Iaw]
(F LAY IfEArAS TRl



