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After Meherpur Polls,
What?

‘ﬁ JE are sorry, this is no laughing matter that the
by-election to Meherpur-I constituency took
place entirely as a ruling party show, the
opposition having wholly boycotted it. As if to
highlight the tragi-comedy of this one-sided affair
even a component of the government, the JP led by
Communications Minister Anwar Hossain Manju,
stayed away in a huff, just two days before the elec-
tion, over allocation of symbols.

As the first by-election ever to be boycotted by
the opposition en bloc the Meherpur poll has set a
record in the negative that cannot be trifled with.
Earlier the opposition might have said they would
not participate in a certain by-clection or two but
this time they have converted their threat into a
reality. What they have ensured thereby is that the
by-election has just gone through its motion with-
out being meaningful at all. In a microcosmic way
we are reminded of the totally farcical election
staged on February 15, 1996 with what conse-
quences everybody knows too well to need a recap
of. We are not suggesting that the situation is as bad
as that right now but certainly the non-participa-
tory character of Meherpur polls and the unrepre-
sentative results thereof bode ill for the country.

Thi< has been a tactical victory the opposition
has been wanting to score over the ruling party by
beating it in its own game. And there could be some
more attempted in the future. Much that the ruling
party could avert this predicament by timely en-
gaging the opposition into talks to head off their
boycott, the former gave its ego a free run to tumble
into the opposition stratagem. What we don't like
about the developing situation is the fast-track
disappearance of chances for a dialogue. This is the
time when politics starts becoming much too vul-
nerable to freaky and fortuitous turns for anyone's
comfort and equanimity.

We suggest that opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia's mass procession on Monday de-
manding smooth supply of water, electricity and
gas evoked a large measure of public support. The
ruling party ought to take note of it and start a dia-
logue with her in deference to popular wishes. We
think a dialogue should take place between the
government and the opposition before the fast ap-
proaching point of no return is crossed.

Rajuk Needs Streamlining

AJUK seems to have developed a habit of
Rvimlatlng its own rules. Indiscriminate

approval of building plans without provisions
of parking and other facilities as required by law
seems to have become the order of the day. Multi-
storied apartment buildings and shopping malls
are being built at the capital's busy intersections
without consulting the traffic department and
giving any thought on zone compounding. When
completed, these establishments will not only
perpetuate traffic disorder but also put tremendous
strain on the extant network of civic amenities.
Real-estate developers are alleged to have been
moditying plans already approved without any
sort of notification. On the other hand. Rajuk’s
litigation wing, which comprises some 52 lawyers,
has proved to be ineffective. Several thousand
cases involving “gross construction irregularities”
have remained unresolved for over a decade. Of the
cases settled, it has won only one or two.
Involvement of the lawyers in underhand deals
with defaulting developers has also been alleged.
On the whole, Rajuk cuts a sorry figure, to say the
least.

Unfortunately. much has been said about recti-

fying the situation but nothing done as yet. At the

Rajuk end, there have been complaints about ab-
sence of adequate law, although the existing ones
have hardly been enforced. Besides, abuse of dis-
cretionary powers has done more harm than good.
In this context, we welcome judicial activism being
initiated by the High Court lately,

We have earlier extended our support to a Rajuk
plea for an adequate legal framework. But, the way
things are, it seems enactment of law by itself can-
not be enough. Rajuk has to acquire the desired
levels of enforcement motivation and capability.
Unless and until, in-built impediments like cor-
ruption is eliminated, a new law will invariably
meet the fate of the old ones. We earnestly hope

that the people concerned will get things in order at
the Rajuk.

Explain Yourself, Please!

T HE Health Minister has played on a pitifully
discordant note in his valiant attempt to be in
tune with the party orchestra that pompously
professes equal treatment to offenders irrespective
of party affiliations. Such promise of even-handed
justice backfired in quite a number of cases, the
most recent one being the Health Minister's
announcement about the surrender of sixteen

party activists to the administration in Khulna on
the auspicious May Day.

It was reported in a section of the press that
these activists of the ruling party and their organs
were “mplicated in 'false cases' and were advised by
the Minister to surrender to the authorities in the
presence of DC and SP, Khulna. The PID handout
from Khulna claimed that the 16 accused were
handed over to the district administration by the
Minister himself. But this was proved wrong as the
minister denied any role in the physical surrender
?flfl the 'accused’, according to a report in Protham

0.

On Tuesday The Daily Star published a news
item quoting an officer of the regional PID office at
Khulna as saying that the Minister asked him to
prepare a report for Radio and Television on the
‘handover of sixteen persons of ruling party's Phul-
tala unit who had been wanted in several cases',
The PID official stood by his story and said, 'l made
the report as per dictation of the minister and later
got it re-checked by him and he approved it.' He has
also claimed that the Deputy Commissioner and
the Police Super were present at the Circuit House
ghen the Health Minister 'was giving him dicta-

on’,

Now, do we have to understand that an officer of
the government is contradicting a powerful Minis-
ter without any
Minister swallowed more than he could chew. But
why did he have to do it? He certainly owes an ex-
_planation to the people for his bizarre behaviour.

foundation? It appears that the

—

l

R. Kamal Hossain of Gono
DFurum recently warned

that the future caretaker
government would not be
enough to assure a free and fair
poll. His statement is the epit-
ome of his political wisdom,
and people should listen to such
foreboding even though the next
caretaker administration is yet
to come. The last caretaker gov-
ernment was the outcome of a
political expediency — to get out
of the disastrous confrontation
between the BNP government
and the Awami League-led op-
position alliance.

Those who thundered for it
exaggerated the capacity of the
interim authority to solve the
intractable distrust between the
government and opposition in
Bangladesh. Its institutional
vulnerability is clear, since the
compelling mass movements
created the new authority, its
credibility might also be eroded
by such protests in the future.
The well-known political his-
tory of the caretaker govern-
ment does not deserve a full
recital here. But I believe that
the very idea and creation of a
stopgap neutral executive was
an admission of the politicians'
failure to work parliamentary
democracy through a mutual

give and take.
Stipulated by the 13th

amendment of the Bangladesh
Constitution, the chief advisor
(a retired Chief Justice) and 10
advisors would constitute the
caretaker government. The
chief advisor has been given the
status of the Prime Minister
and together with the advisors,
enjoying the benefits and privi-
leges of Ministers, would run
the day to day administration
during the interim period be-
sides overseeing the election
conducted by the Chief Election
Commissioner. When Begum
Khaleda Zia stepped down to
make room for the caretaker
authority in 1996. Sheikh
Hasina, then the Opposition

the issue of 20th April 1999
. 1 wrote about my trip to
in the south of

-IN my last letter, published in

Frigiliana

Spain, the fall of Granada in

1492 (the last Muslim kingdom
in Spain}, the prohibition of Is-
lam as a religion, the forcible
conversion of the remaining
Muslims into Catholicism (who
were then identified as the
Moriscos) and finally the mas-
sacre and expulsion of the
Moriscos, [most of whom In
public professed Christianity
but in private, practised Islam)]
from the soil of Spain (1609-
1611). The reader, | am sure, b
now is asking three questions :
What was the size of the dis-
placed population ? Where were
they deported Lo and what were
the consequences, if any, of this
massive expulsion on the Span-
ish economy?

No one knows exactly the to-
lal number of people killed and
expelled in this period, but it is
eslitnaled that between 600,000
and 750,000 were displaced as a
result of the Expulsion Orders
of 1609 and 1611, which was
approximately 10 per cent of
the then estimated total popula-
tion of Spain. As we shall see
later because of the Recon-
quista, there were few Moriscos
in the northern provinces at
that time. But there was a much
heavier concentration (between
20 per cent and 30 per cent of to-
tal population) of Moriscos in
the southern and eastern areas.
It is interesting to note here
that in that period Spain was
already suffering from a short-
age of population because of an
epidemic plague. Afier the dis-
covery of America by Columbus
in 1492, the Spanish colonial
expansion in south America,
north America and the Pacific
and continuous wars in Europe
to saﬁeguard its European cm-
pire {(which consisted of most of
modern Holland and Belgium,
eastern part of France border-
ing Switzerland., northern
Italy, Naples, Sicily, Sardinia
and Malta)] had engaged hun-
dreds of thousands of
Spaniards as soldiers, priests,
administrators and explorers.

This had also contributed to
the manpower shortage at
home, Many historians are of
the opinion that one of the

rincipal reasons for the col-
apse of the Spanish North
American empire which at one
tirne included not only Mexico
and Texas but also covered a
vast swathe ol terrilory consist-
ing of Calitornia, New Mexico.
Oregon etc, was the lack of
enough Spanish settlers to
withstand the relentless west-
ward drive of Anglo settlers
trom the eastern and mid-west-

Gap between Expectations and

Institutional Capacity

M. Rashiduzzaman writes from Glassboro, New Jersey, USA

The future caretaker government could benefit from the learning experiences ( inr{iud ing the earlier
mistakes) of the previous interim authorities, and by responding to the genuine input both
from the winners and losers of the earlier elections.

leader called it a "democratic
triumph”, But that "victory" had
come after the 22-month bhitter
impasse, and widespread agita-
tion, and for a period of time in
1996 there was a strident non-
cooperation movement and vio-
lence. So the real cost of creat-
ing the caretaker institutional
provision had been heavy in-
deed.

Former Chief Justice
Habibur Rahman assumed au-
thority under the amended con-
stitution. and his interim gov-
ernment was the second inter-
regnum in five years (the first
one came when General H.M.
Ershad resigned). That non-po-
litical and temporary adminis-
tration ordered a fresh election
on June 12, 1996, which
brought the Awami League to
power under Sheikh Hasina's
leadership. Ironically, the care-
taker government was created
by the newly elected Parliament
that the Awami League had ear-
lier denounced as illegal, and
the BNP was compelled to dis-
solve it to pave the path for a
fresh election. Once thrown out
of office, the BNP lost the polit-
ical visibility that power usu-
ally offers, and the pro-opposi-
tion press unleashed a negative
campaign against the BNP
whose leaders and backers were
in a political trauma.

Having seen the last two
caretaker governments since
1991, can we say that the non-
Fnlitical interim authorities of-
er a more reliable and accept-
able election results? Did the
caretaker administration

bridge the brawling politicians
and accomplish a smooth
transfer of power? Was the last
non-partisan government ac-
cepted as fair and neutral? The

answer will be a mixed bag in- -

cluding the reasonably peaceful
power transfer after an election
that was generally considered
as fair although the BNP and
some of the lessor parties ques-
tioned its assumed fairness.
Based on not-so-distant memo-
ries, we know that all the polit-
ical leaders and groups were not
excited to cooperate with the
caretaker authorities: we also
know that the parties main-
tained their respective armed
gangs and mastans. Both during
and after the elections, the BNP
charged that the last caretaker
advisors were "tilting” towards
the present ruling party. In a
public outburst, Khaleda Zia
alleged that the Chiel Advisor
was not impartial in dealing
with the BNP.

Electoral reforms are diffi-
cult to accomplish and it is even
harder to enforce such rules.
There is no realistic way for the
caretaker government to exor-
cize the festering mastans in
the Bangladeshi electoral pro-
cess, and money will possibly
play even a bigger role in the fu-
ture elections. For the muscle-
men, the party activists and
even the village mathars, elec-
tion is the season to make some
money! And they will not hesi-
tate to utilize that opportunity.
Nor will the romanticized civil
society be of much help to daunt

the goons who will steal the bal-
lot boxes or staff them when-
ever they can, and intimidate
their rivals whenever possible.
Because both the musclemen
and the moneyed people were
already operating through the
perceived "educated civil soci-
ely" since most of them were
formally educated, and more
importantly, they had friends
in the high places! From the ex-
perience of the last interim au-
thority, it was more like a
dyarchy. one half of which
functioned under the chief ad-
visor but the Defense Ministry
was controlled by the Presiden-
U's Office. Dyarchy is not an ef-
fective institutional arrange-
ment.

There was no perfect elec-
toral process even in the solidly
eslablished representative
democracies. The opposition
parties, their cohorts and a sec-
tion of frenzied vernacular
press had overblown the Awami
League allegation that the BNP
had blatantly rigged the elec-
tion in Magura, And now the
Awami League. saddled in
power, is faced with the same
hartal-thumping rhetoric that
they used against the BNP in
power. But so far it has failed to
pick up a momentum, and the
opposition is trying to focus on
fresh issues. The worst fear now
is that whoever loses the next
election will blame the care-
taker government along with
the election authority that is
already under a sharp criticism
by the opposition alliance, and
the future losing parties may

LETTER FROM EUROPE

by Chaklader Mahboob-ul Alam

start another violent move-
ment. Sadly, Bangladesh poli-
tics is locked in a game of tit for
tal, and the caretaker govern-
mient is not a panacea in such a
political landscupe. As we re-
call from the past, the opposi-
tion vehemently demanded a
caretaker government, but once
they got it in 1996, the credibil-
ity of the advisory cabinet came
under fire, and the advisory
ministers were unable to mobi-

lize the disparate groups to co-

operate. | wonder if the future
non-political cabinet would
have a belter luck,

There was a lot of frustra-
tion that the caretaker govern-
ment did not take any decisive
steps against the politicized bu-
reaucrats that openly defected
to the opposition-sponsored ag-
itation, and this question is ex-
pecled to reappear in the future,
Many were disturbed by the
swaggering conduct of the ecivil
servants that are expected to
remain above party politics.
From time to time. it has been
charged that the politically re-
cruited {in the early lﬁ?ﬂ’sfbu—
reaucrats were not acceptable as
the future supervisors of polls
of an¥y sort.

The gushing accusation of
the Awamization of the police,
local bureaucrats and the local
leaders, recently elected in the
ocpposition-boycotted local elec-
tions. would add even more
headache to the prospective
caretaker advisors and the
election authority. Another
area of opposition attack was
the NGO activities in support of

The Moriscos Deportation and its Effects

Because of the disappearance of the Moriscos (who had to pay exorbitant taxes), government revenues took a
sharp dive. Production in the silk industry (which depended on Morisco technicians) fell so heavily that in
order to avoid a complete shutdown, the businessmen petitioned the king seeking permission to import silk from
foreign countries ... Sugar and rice production fell in a significant manner ... In short, a general recession set in
all over Spain as the economic and commercial activities decelerated.

ern states of the USA. It is
worth mentioning here that the
Moriscos and Jews, who had
lived in Spain for centuries and
for all intents and purposes
considered themselves as
Spaniards, were prohibited by
law to cmigrate to Spanish
overseas territories.

Belore we answer the other
two questions it would be useful
to find out who these Moriscos
laffected by the expulsion or-
ders) were and what sort of so-
cial and economic background
they came from. What were
Ltheir occupations? What sort of
lifestyle did they have? Were
they rich and ostentatious or
poor and frugal? Were they
hardworking or lazy?

During the heyday of Muslim
domination in Spain (the coun-
quest started in 711). the new
aristocracy. who usurped the
land owned by the old Christian
nobles, was composed of
Spaniards of Arab and Berber
descent. Many army comman-
ders, statesmen, and top civil
servants also came from this
class. Therefore, the upper
crust of the society was basi-
cally composed of the invaders
and their descendants, The vast
majority of the population was
composed of the Muallads, the
descendants of Christian serfs
(bound to the soil without any
rights to move freely), who be-
cause ol their precarious eco-
nomic and social conditions
abandoned Christianity and
becamne Muslims. The conver-
sion gave them considerable
advantages. They were no
longer serfs but freedmen. It
gave them opportunities for
upward social mobility. They
could pick and choose their
trade, profession or occupation.
Over the centuries there were of
course, a lot of intermarriages
between the new Muslims and
successive waves of invaders
from North Africa, particularly
because these soldiers, war-
riors and adventurers very of-
len came withoul their women-
folk. There were also sizeable
comumunities of Christians (the
Mozarabs) and Jews who were
allowed to practise their reli-
gions and work in their respec-
tive trades and professions.

The Christian nobles. after
losing most of Spain lo the
Muslim invaders took refuge in

. gressed

the mountains of extreme north
(Asturias) and started organis-
ing resistance (the Recon-
quista) as early as the vear 722
(the battle of Covadonga around
which a lot of Christian myth
has been created). As we have
already seen the Reconquista
was completed in 1492 with the
conquest of Granada. As the
Christian Reconquista pro-
towards the south
adding one kingdom after an-
other to the Christian fold,
most members of the upper
crust of the Muslim society ei-
ther got killed in battle or tock
refuge in other neighbouring
Kingdoms to fight another day
or went back to North Africa.
In order to maintain their
power and position some con-
verted to Christianity. The or-
dinary people (the Mudejars)
had no option but to stay on. Al-
though in the early centuries of
the Reconguista, they did not
suffer unusual persecution, be-
cause of economic and social
pressures, many of them gradu-
ally abandoned Muslim habits,
converted back to Christianity
and were assimilated into the
rest of the population.

The case of the Moriscos was
unfortunately different. First of
all, there was a gap of several
centuries between these two
events, Second, they were con-
verted to Christianity by force
and third, their ancestors had
practised Islam, spoken Arabic
for many more years and had
completely identified them-
sclves wilh the Hispano-Mus-
lim culture. Fourth, in the or-
dinary Christian mind. a
Morisco had irremediably be-
comne " the other” — an inferior
being (because he had been de-
feated militarily), a subhuman
.to be despised and if necessary,
be destroyed without any com-
passion. There was no need for
daly compromise. Bul the truth
was that " most of them were
poor farmmers, agricultural
labourers or small tradesmen
and hucksters”. The powerful
and the wealthy, already sens-
Ing what was coming, had sold
all their belongings at bargain
prices and migrated to other
countries. Most of the histori-
ans, even those in favour of the
expulsion agree that these
Maoriscos, although poor. led
Lheir lives according to a simple

but strict code of conduct, Ac-
cording to the German chroni-
cler Munzer and the Jesuit
scholar Pedro de Leon. they
were hardworking. frugal and
very knowledgeable aboul their
trade or profession. A modern
historian Julio Caro Baroja
also wrote.” they were gxeellent
workers and very frugal in
their lifestyle, All they wanted
was to be allowed to practise
their religion .™ In spite of the
fact that many of them had
been reduced to serfdom, they
were hated by the poor Chris-
lan peasants and farmers, be-
cause they were preferred by the
Christian landowners as work-
ers. Historical documents and
popular literature also give am-
ple evidence of the fact that for
gconomic reasons, the new
Christian nobles often tried to
protect the Moriscos from per-
secution by the king's officers
and ecclesiastical authorities.
But in those days of religious
intolerance (Luckily the situa-
tion today is completely differ-
ent. Besides actively participat-
ing in the war against Milose-
vic, Spain is now giving food,
shelter and work to hundreds of
Muslim refugees from Kosovo).
bigotry (which finally pre-
vailed), was more important
than economic rationale. [t
boiled down to the sad fact that
the Moriscos despite paying all
sorts of special taxes to the
king and the church. could not
get protection from either the
temporal or the spiritual
POWET,

After the promulgation of
the Royal Decrees of 1609 and
1611 expelling all the Moriscos
irom Spain, most of them were
literally driven to southern
Spanish ports and herded into
boats leaving for North Alrica,
which was going through a tur-
bulent period at that time.
First. of course, all their be-
longings were conliscated (o
pay for the passage. Because of
cthniec, cultural and religious
affinities, many went to Mo-
rocco. Some of them, unwil-
tingly got involved in the civil
war beiween the two sons of
king Ahmed IV. Many were sur-
prised to find unfriendly recep-
tion from the Moroccans. While
in Spain they were considered
as Muslins. in Morocco, they
were considered as Christians.

Unfortunate

developments at
BUET

Sir, The members of the 61-
Club are deeply concerned at the
recent unfortunate develop-
ments in their dear alma mater,
the BUET. They find no words
strong enough to condemn the
mindless violence by some stu-
dents against the teachers. The
finest seat of higher learning in
the country having age old tra-
dition should not allowed to
become hostage to the indisci-
plined conduct of some stu-
dents.

It is the responsibility of all,
particularly the government, to
ug(l;mld the dignity, honour and
above all the academic author-
ity of the teachers.

The law should be allowed to
take its due course as it is nor-
mal in any civil society. Such
undesirable and unsolicited in-
cidents are bound to seriously
undermine the congenial envi-
ronment for higher =ducation
in the country which this insti-
tution has been upholding since
its very inception.

The members of the 61-Club
sincerely hope that all attempts
shall be made by all quarters
concerned to prevent such un-
toward happenings in future.

Engr. Abdur Rahim
General Secretary, 61-Club

What's with BUET?

Sir, What's with BUET? Most
renowned Engineering univer-
sity of Bangladesh now hitting
headlines with teachers going
alter students and students vio-
lating teachers. Time has come
for a thorough investigation.
We as guardians are worried be-
Cause we can sense a conspiracy
eating up the sacred educational
institution.

Unpleasant things are sur-
facing. The most prestigious
academic institution has been
infected with internal politics.
If the conspiracy is true then
BUET is in the hand of power
hungry academician and what
can be worse than that?

Just when we are starting
fresh after being exhausted by
80 many articles written for

and against adniission issue on
Architecture something even
niore excessive than any events
in the history of BUET has
COme up.

Aleya
Florida, USA

The TV crime

Sir, The box news of the DS
on TV crime has drawn my at-
tention. The trick that the gang
used was nothing new. This type
of trick was tried out in several
times in scveral occasions on
several items and not seizing
TV alone,

We know that a group of or-
ganized criminals play role of
police, custom inspector, Army
personnel and many oth-
ers....and befool the people. And
we all know that all these do
not happen in street alone, Lhe
‘plays’ take place inside home
as well.

After knowing all these, how
responsible was BTV in givin
public announcement with half

ol the mformation” Why didn't
Lthey also announce the roles,
authority and siructure of the
teamn that they planned to send
lor checking license? Why are
they telling us now that had
this team been visiting and
linding TV set without license.
they would have not been in a
position to seize? [ think they
wanted to favour the Team for
finding 'easy’ solution with the
default owners.

This is completely unaccept-
able for sharing one bit of in-
lormation by BTV, which has
put all of us at risk of being
cheated by an organized group.
Who is responsible for these
consequences? | feel BTV
should hold partial responsibil-
ity and immediately give open
announcement giving the com-
plete description of the team
and the work plan. Otherwise,
face the consequences, when
your team are being rejected
and bealen (in some cases) by
the TV set owner!

John Martin
Dhaka

However, alter these initial dif-
ficulties, thousands settled in
Xauen, Fez, Sale ete. and even-
tually prospered in their respec-
tive trades. :

Those who landed on the Al-
gerian coaslt were not that
lucky. Algeria, at that time
nominally belonged to the
Turkish empire but in effect
was under the control of the
Janissary legions. Law and or-
der situation was disastrous.
The refugees suffered all sorts of
humiliations, extortions and
robberies from the local people,
Many of them were murdered.
Those who finally came to their
help were the descendants of the
Moriscos who left Spain in the
tirst half of the sixteenth cen-
tury and had settled in Algiers
many years ago.

The most fortunate were
Lhose who went to Tunisia. The
Turkish Governor Uiman drew
up a comprehensive plan to set-
tle them according to the trade
or profession of the refugees.
The craftsmen and small busi-
nessimen were given special
subsidies to start their busi-
nesses at Ariana. Djedaida,
Teburba. ete. The peasants and
farmers were given cultivable
land in the valleys. With the
passage of time, this commu-
nity made enormous contribu-
tions to the improvement of the
local irrigation system. bring-
ing it to the level of the system
introduced by their forelathiers
in the Levante region of Spain
many centuries ago. They
[especially the Moriscos from
Granada) also introduced their
sophisticated techniques to all
phases of silk industry. Al-
though the ceramic industry
was already well developed in
Tunisia, the Moriscos injected
fresh ideas and colours in it.
The builders and the masons
built mosques, houses, court-
yards and gardens as though
they were virtual replicas of
what they had lell behind in
Spain. Many continued to
speak Spanish for some time as
a second language. | remember,
mary vears ago, while travel-
ling {from Algiers to Tunis by
train, I met a group of Tunisian
young men (I was also voung at
that time) who admitted that
they were descendants of those
refugees. They also mentioned
that they knew ol families who
still preserved the keys to their
homes in Spain., which their
ancestors were forced to aban-
don three centuries ago.

There were some who
crossed the Franco-Spanish
border and tried to settle in
France, but they had to endure
same sulferings. No one wanted
them there. Many died of sick-
ness and malnutrition. Those
who survived were driven (o
Marseilles and forcibly put on
board ships sailing towards Al-
giers. Actually most historical
records agree that of the thou-
sands of refugees who Lried to
lind shelter in France. very few
were able to make it,

Those who went to Rome and
Venice met with same fate, only
difference being that they (or
the survivors] finally ended up
in Turkey, instead ol Algiers.
Actually. even today, in Istan-
bul there is a sizeable commu-
nity of Spanish Muslims who
claim their origin back to the
Moriscos refugees. Some went
to Cairo. Others were successful
in going as far as Lebanon. Sevy-
eral thousand went to the
Balearic islands in the Mediter-
ranean and sought permission
to settle there, but Madrid
replied with implacable hatred.
They were thrown out and even-
tually ended up in  Muslim

chandise on mule

rians

the present ruling party, and
that allegation is likely to pick
up momentum, as the election
will be drawing nearer. As a
source of mobilization outside
the bureaucracy, the NGOs have
a desirable role to play. but the
voluntary bodies are expected to
shun direct or indirect partisan

olitics. But certain NGOs had

een avowedly partisan during
the 1996 election. according to
numerous allegations. Even the
regular administration finds it
difficult to regulate the NGOs,
frequently funded by the inter-
national agencies. How will the
caretaker government restrain
the NGOs from supporting or
undercutting different parties?
The newspapers may play a
constructive role reporting such
NGO activities that are emphat-
ically politicized, but most
dailies and weeklies also report
according to their respective po-
litical slants!

The caretaker government's
adhocism is its institutional
malediction! It's an institution
that can only work through mu-
tual cooperation and mutual re-
specl, a rare phenomenon in
Bangladesh . politics, as Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin re-
cently reminded. The burden of
offering a free and fair election
that will be acceptable to all the
parties concerned is possibly
too much for an adhoe institu-
tion to deliver. Its liaison with
the Election Commission de-
serves Lo be close and mutually
productive. More importantly,
the future caretaker govern-
ment could benefit from the
learning experiences (including
the earlier mistakes) of the
previous interim authorities,
and by responding to the gen-
uine input both from the win-
ners and losers of the earlier
elections. Otherwise a constitu-
tional mandate and even a pi-
ous passion for a fair election
would not guarantee the future
caretaker government's success!

countries on the other side of
the Mediterranean.

Now what were the economic
consequences of such massive
expulsions of a significant per-
centage of the active population
(workers, farmers, peasants,
craftsmen, traders elc.) on the
economy of Spain? While as-
sessing the overall conse-
quences, one should also bear it
in mind that after 1492 hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews,
who for centuries had lived in
Spain and dedicated themselves
to business, finance and gov-
ernment bureaucracy were also
expelled. Needless to say, opin-
ions differ radically on this is-
sue. At the time of Philip 1T, it
was dangerous to express any

- opinion, which did not support

the official view — i.e. it was a
pious act done for national se-
curity and  “the purity of
blood”. Economic conse-
quences were irrelevant. As a
result, economic data on this
subject is not abundant. After
the death of Philip III (in 1621),
it was no longer a taboo to write
on the subject. But a dispas-
sionate and objective approach
was still rare. Most of the the-
ologians and writers, who sup-
ported the expulsion, min-
imised its impact on the econ-
omy. A few, who thought oth-

erwise exaggerated the reper-
CusSsions.

Since our objective is not to
enter into unnecessary
polemics over this discussion,
let us merely state some facts
and figures. First of all, no one
knows the exact number of
people who were Killed and ex-
pelled as a result of these de-
crees. Depending on the concen-
lration of the Moriscos and
Mudejars in different areas.
their percentage of the active
population could vary between
10 per cent and 40 per cent (in
Caslile quite low while in Va-
lencia and Granada very signif-
icant). All sorts ol historical
records testify to the fact that
most of them were excellent
workers. The vast majority of
the Christian population
wholeheartedly supported the
expulsion order. The only peo-
ple who tried to protect them
were some of the landowners
because the expulsion affected
them economically.

There was a significant fall
in the volume of trade between
Spain and its colonies in Amer-
ica. Internal trade and com-
merce were also affected ad-
versely. Many villages became
depopulated and some were
completely abandoned. Much
agricullural land fell into dis-
use. Because of these reasons
and because of the disappear-
ance of the Moriscos (who had
to pay exorbitant taxes). gov-
ernment revenues took a sharp
dive. Production in the silk in-
dustry (which depended on
Morisco technicians) fell so
heavily that in order to avoid a
complete shutdown, the busi-
nessmen petitioned the king
seeking permission to import
silk from foreign countries. The
Muslims had developed an
elaborate system for the trans-
portation of goods and mer-
backs all
over Spain. Since this was hard
work [because of mountainous
nature of the countryside), it
was largely carried out by the
Moriscos. The expulsion cre-
ated serious disruption in the
system. Sugar and rice produc-
tion fell in a significant man-
ner. Even the Church and the
Courts of Inquisition became
poorer because they thrived on
fines and special taxes levied on
the Moriscos. In short, a gen-
eral recession set in all over
Spain as the economic and
commercial activities deceler-
ated. What the Spanish histo-
used to describe as
Spain’s Golden Century also
came to an end more or less at
the same time. Now [ wonder:
Was it merely a coincidence or
was there a relationship be-
tween these two happenings?



