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have just returned from a
I three-week visit to Pak-
istan. They say it is not
good to go back to a place of old
memories. On this occasion at
least this was proved wrong. It
wis wonderful ‘fuing back to a
land where | had spent, when we
were a part of Pakistan, some of
the formative years ol my ser-
vice career, to meet with old
riends, to interact with them
with frankness and candour
and to enjoy their warm and
generous hospitality. Neither
time nor varying experiences
had. one pleasantly discovered.
eroded many a friendship
forged when young. It was, at
the same time particularly in-
teresting making acquain-
tances with Pakistanis of the
younger generation with whom
one did not have memories,
sweet and sour, of a shared na-
tionhood. as one had with their
- elders.

Talking to Pakistanis about
their matters of concern, be it
political, economie, social, reli-
gious. ethnic, linguistic and the
like. one often encounters per-
ceptions. more parochial than
national. Yet, this impression
can be deceptive, for it does not
need a great deal to put them on
the nationalistic track. A sixer
by Wasim Akram, in a game of
cricket, is good enough to be the
cause ol boisterous jubilation
across the nation, just as any
‘threal perception from across
the border, however remote,
culs across the divides. Besides,
it is important for a nation to
have heroes and Pakistan has
them. Pakistanis of different
persuasions, with very few ex-
ceptions, regard Allama Igbal
as the dreamer of Pakistan and
Mohammad Ali Jinnah as the
Father of the Nation. To that
common list of two, a third
name has lately been added, for
how long. only time can tell, It
is that of Dr Abdul Quadeer
Khan. the architect of nuclear
Pakistan.

On the afternoon of April 8,
1999, as my car cruised along
the well laid out fifteen kilome-
tres or so of the motorway that
separates Islamabad from
Rawalpindi, taking me to my
meeting with Dr Abdul Quadeer
Khan, what questions I won-
dered could | possibly ask him.
Age and experience rob thrills
oul of life's occurrences for as
life advances, one develops an
attitude of, 'déja vu'. Meeting Dr
Khan. [ dare say, was an excep-
tion to that. In preparation for
the meeting | had tried to read
up a couple of write ups meant

‘for laymen, on the centrifuge
system of enrichment of ura-
nium. and the precious little 1
was able to discern was that the
Pakistani system of enrichin

the metlal was different an

more modern than the one used
by the Indians. This knowledge
was hardly adequate to engage

Dr Khan in a discussion on the !

making of a nuclear bomb. Nor
‘would it be appropriate, one

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

felt, to draw a scientist into a
discussion on the ethical as-
pects of possessing -nuclear
weapons. After all Dr Khan had
only accomplished a mission
assigned to him and he had
only performed his duties to his
country by giving it his ve

best. Why not then, [ wondered,
l try to find out something,
within the limited time at my
disposal, about the man behind

, the Pakistani bomb.

Major Islam, Private Secre-
tary to Dr Abdul Quadeer Khan,
received me on my arrival at
the Dr A Q Khan Research Labo-
ratory head office in
Rawalpindi. One may mention
here that Pakistan's nuclear re-
search organisation, the Engi-
neering Research Laboratories,
was set up in 1976 at the initia-
tive of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who
had appointed Dr Khan as its
Head. Subsequently, General
Zia as the President of Pak-
istan, changed the name of the
Laboratory to Dr A Q Khan Re-
search Laboratory in recogni-
tion of the scientist's services to
the nation. It was Major Islam,
who after a wait of fifteen min-
utes or so ushered me into Dr
Khan's wood panelled office
room. Dr Khan who was sitting
at a large and tidy table,
promptly got up, came around
the table and greeted me with a
warm handshake. He is well
over six feet tall, with grayin
wavy hair neatly back bmsﬁedg.
well trimmed moustache and
was wearing a sartorially ele-

ant blue Safari suit. He had the
ook of a retired, handsome
Chief Executive of a successful
commercial firm and the only
concession he seemed to have
made to the popular perception
of a scientist was to have a
fountain pen in the left pocket
of his safari jacket.

Standing next to him it was
difficult to imagine that less
than a year ago. this man had
engineered the explosion of nu-
clear devices, each one of which
was eighty times more powerful

than the Hiroshima bombs. It

was frightening to ponder that
in a nuclear free for all between
India and Pakistan one of these
bombs could kill nine million
people living within a radius of
seven square kilometres of
Delhi's city centre and that if an
Indian "Agni" missile with nu-
clear warhead appeared over
the sky of Rawalpindi-Islam-
abad, it could obliterate all
[orms of life beneath it. in a
jiffy. In a supreme irony of his-
lory, in a nuclear confronta-
tion, India and Pakistan could
destroy vestiges of their thou-
sands of years of a shared past.
A couple of "Agni" missiles of
India, with nuclear war-heads
could, for instance, wipe off his-
loric Taxila, a city, as the legend
has it, founded by Taksha. a
nephew of Lord Rama and pos-
sessing priceless relics of the

days of Chandragupta. Vimbis-

ara. Ashok and Kanishka:. in
short. a cily which. in-its ruins

" Dr Khan said that Pakistan need not be in a race after having
India. ""India may have other targets besides Pakistan.
chillingly. But he hastened to repeat reassuringly that with a nuclear
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It 1s their problem.

possibility of a nuclear war between India and Pakistan.

bears testimony to the civiliza-
tion that, was ancient India.
Similarly, a couple of Pak-
istani "Ghouri” missiles could
destroy in seconds, much of the
examples of Muslim India's
glorious past adorning Delhi
and Agra of Ibrahim Lodhi,
Nizamuddin Awlia, Akbar,
Shavl;qlahan and Ghalib.
“This is not likely to hap-
pen”, said Dr Khan reassur-
ingly. "The nuclear balance in
the Sub-continent ensures that.
They have maintained nuclear
eace in the West for the last
alf a century”, he pointed out.
One hoped, Dr Abul Kalam, the
Indian nuclear scientist would
agree with him! After all ordi-
nary mortals inhabiting to-
day's subcontinent do not have
much more than the assurance
of eminent men of science and
the sanity of political leaders,
between them and a nuclear
holocaust!
But before we came to all this

Dr Abdul Quadeer Khan, reply- °

ing to my questions, talkerl
about his childhood and early
days. A soft-spoken person, Dr
Khan is a lucid and absorbing
talker and one felt instantly at
ease with him. He was born in
the Indian State of Bhopal in
1936. the youngest of the five
brothers. He also has two sis-
ters, one ol whom is younger
than him. His father, who was a
school teacher, retired in 1935,
ie, a year before his birth, and
that gave the young Abdul
Quadeer Khan the opportunity
of his father's close proximity,
as he grew up.

We commenced our conver-
sation sitting across the office
table and subsequently moved
over to the sofa as cold drink
and tea were served. Dr Abdul
Quadeer Khan's office room
walls have a number of pho-
tu%'aphs including one of Jin-
nah. Nawaz Sharif, the current
prime minister also occupies a
place of henour. But the fact
that none of his predecessors is
represented on the walls sug-
gested that his presence in the
picture gallery was perhaps to
meel the demands of protocol
and might well be co-terminus
with his prime inistership!
The back wall of Abdul Quadeer
Khan's office displays a verse
from the Holy Quran and two
calligraphic portrayals of "ya
Allah" and "ya Muhammad”,
There are also photographs of
Abdul Quadeer Khan with
prominent visiting dignitaries
and of course of the Chaghai
nuclear explosion. There are
also photographs of the success-
ful launching of the Ghouri-1
missile. (My meeting took place
a few days prior to the Jaunch-
ing ol Ghouri-2), The high tea

“served was sumptuous and
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acquired the capability of hitting any corner of
Our target is only India," said he
balance one can rule out the

elaborate but seemed somewhat
incongruous in an offic€ where
detonation of nuclear devices
are planned! But then Pathan
hospitality is traditional
(Abdul Quadeer Khan's family is
originally Pathan), and old
habits die hard even in this nu-
clear environment!

Dr Abdul Quadeer Khan val-
ued immensely his association
with his father Abdul Ghafoor
Khan. His school teacher fa-
ther, a kind and gentle person,
had a profound influence on
him. His father taught him to
value life and to love animals.
The monkeys around the Mar-
galla hills, near which Dr Khan
resides seem to be aware of it,
for in the evening when Dr
Khan returns home after a hard
day's work, in their dozens they
come down the hill to eat out of
his hands. He has a number of
dogs and cats as pets, who share
with him the spacious. peaceful.
and lush green surroundings of
his house facing the Marghalla,
hills. on the other side of which

college was free of tension. His
father, who never migrated to
Pakistan, passed awayv in
Bhopal in 1957.

He graduated in science from
the Karachi University with a
second class, in 1960 and ap-
plied for the job of an Inspector
of Weights and Measures, a sec-
ond class non-gazetted govern-
ment job. Abdul Quadeer Khan
was one of the two persons se-
lected for the job out of about
two hundred candidates. and
his monthly salary was the
princely sum of two hundred
rupees a month. 1 could not help
Fc}lnting out to him that in the
ifties and the sixties, sitting
tor the Superior Services exam-
ination was much in vogue
anmn;]{ those who wished- to
work for the government and
wondered as to why he had not
done so. The idea never occurred
to him, said Dr Khan. In fact he
would have been quite content
to continue in that job. had it
not been for his immediate
superior, Inspector Musa Khan.
While issuing certificates to
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lie the historic town of Taxila.
He even has a parrot that talks,
not of course giving out any nu-
clear secrets!

Zulekha Begum, Dr Khan's
mother, was a pious lady with a
good knowledge of Persian and
Urdu.:She said her prayers, [ive
times a day — a practice Dr
Khan, himself a deeply reli-
gious person, strictly follows.

Dr A Q Khan matriculated
from Bhopal's Hamidia High
School in 1952. Both Allama
Igbal and Mohammad Ali Jin-
nah, had profound influence
over the students of that school.
Young Abdul Quadeer Khan was
no exception to that. Soon after
he matriculated he responded to
his elder brothers' call to mi-
Fralf: to Pakistan. Why did he
eave India, I asked. He said
that he found his future

rospects in Bhopal somewhat
]:i'mited. Had he stayed on there,
he would have perhaps ended
up, Jike his father, as a school
teacher. leading an uneventful
life, he added. He was an aver-
age student and his parents,
who wanted him to grow up as a
normal ehild, dic not have any

1 high expectations of his exami-

nation residis. As a resull -his
academic life in school and

d to Serb fanaticism, and look what it
ated on the battle field — Islam does not

believe in turning the other cheek; it only emboldens the criminal.

HE world was not aware of

the holocaust of the Jews

A until after the end of the
Second World War. Then it was
too late to react and save the
Jews from the clutches of the
murderous Nazis. Thanks to
television pictures beamed to
every living room, the world
could not profess ignorance of
the holocaust of the Muslims in
Bosnia (1992-95), and now in

Kosovo. Yet what have they
done?

The pictures of emaciated
ethnic Albanian Muslim moth-

ers in ragtag clothes hu
their babies, and trudging
dreds of miles
territory, just ahead of sure
rape and death at the hands of
Serb soldiers, did evoke revul-
sion at American dinner tables.
Americans could not eat their
dinner, initially. But after re-
peated dose of the same atroci-
ties, Americans ate their dinner
even as they watched the televi-
sion pictures of the unspeak-
able brutality of the Serbs. As
Serbian atrocities became
common place, it had a numb-
ing effect on the senses.

What if the roles were re-
versed. What if the Serbs were
Muslims and the ethnic Alba-
nians were Christians. - If the
"Muslim Serbs" were ethnically
cleansing the "Christian Alba-
nians,” burning their houses,
destroying their property deeds,
shipping them out of their
homeland onboard trains or on
foot, raping their women and
tossing their murdered bodies
into mass graves, how would
the West have reacted? 1 will
tell you how they would have
reacted. There would have been
an irresistible clamour for
dropping nuclear bombs on
"Muslim Serbia!”

Are the Serbs burning Koso-
var Albanian houses, uprooting
the entire ethnic Albanian pop-
ulation of Kosovo for snmetglnng

ing
'Ll_n-
into Albanian
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the ethnic Albanians had
done? No. Are the ethnic Alba-
nian women being raped and
murdered by the Serbs because
the Albanians had done the
same to Serbian women? No,
Are the Kosovar Albanian men,
women and children being
butchered by the Serbs because
they are fair-skinned? No. To
the Serbs, the only reason why
such atrocities are justified is
because the ethnic Albanians
are Muslims! That being the
case, where is Muslim anger?

Persecution does not confer
any privilege on the persecuted.
What the persecuted do with
their anger is up to them. The
Jews of Europe, after World War
lI, channeled their anger into
_ the Jewish state of Is-
rael, by displacing thousands of
Palestinians. The Muslim
world is pretty much silent on
the suffering of their co-reli-
gionists in the Balkans. The
reason for this reticence is per-
haps they are not angry at alll

Some ethnic Albanian
Americans have joined the
and
gone to fight the Serbs. "I want
to kill some Serbs," said one of
them,. That is not anger, that is
hatred. There is nothing good
in hatred — it is self-destructive.
Ethnic Albanians would be
making a mistake if they want
to match the Serbs atrocity for
atrocity. There is nothing
noble or brave in killing
unarmed civilians. Let bar-
barism remain a Serbian pas-
sion.

War brings out the best and
worst in people. NATO may
have its own reason for con-
fronting the devil that is Milo-

sevic. Nevertheless, it is spend-

- ing billions of dollars and

putting the life of its pilots on
the line for the stated reason of
saving Kosovar Muslims. De-
pending on how the crisis ends,
this could be the beginning of

serious cooperation between
Muslims and Christians.

While we are in the reconcil-
iation mode, it will be helpful if
the United States, too, ac-
knowledges some of its past
mistakes. Instead of continu-
ally demonizing Iran, the US
should own up to the wrongs it
committed against Iran — the
ClA-overthrow of the elected

overnment of Iran in 1953,

S's unconditional suEpnrt for
the brutal regime of the Shah,
and the freezing of Iranian as-
sets in the US., Only then are
good relations possible.

Individual Jews in America
and Israel have come out
solidly in support of Kosovo Al-
banians. nfortunately, not
the leadership in Israel or its
amen corner in America. The
New York Times columnist A.
M. Rosenthal likes to talk only

!

about the suffering of the S‘.e,.rb
And former mayor of New nrf:

Ed Koch, blames the Kosovar
Liberation Army and Iran
equally for the plight of the
Kosovars! Netanyahu, Sharon,
Rosenthal and Koch all want
Kosovo to remain a part of
Serbia. In a way such Jewish
sympathy for the Serbs is un-
derstandable. After all, like
Serbia, Israel too forcibly oc-
cupies someone else’s land — the
West Bank and East Jerusalem,

including Islam's third holiest
shrine sa — which are 100
per cent Muslim. Would the

Jewish apologists for Serbia
have recommended that the
Jews of Europe settle with the
Nazis and continue to live un-
der Nazi domination?
Patriotistn and nationalism
are all right up to a point.
Unchecked, they breed fanati-
cism. Political fanaticism
promotes the rights of one
roup at the cost of all others.
ligious fanaticism makes
prisoners of all of us. The fa-
natic believes that only he has

(rod’'s ears, no one else does. He

believes that he is the chosen
one, emlpowered to trample ev-
eryone else's rights.

The truly religious knows
that we are not God; we only
know in part and we may be
wrong. That is why in Islam
there is so much emphasis on
humility. When someone pur-
ports to act in the name of reli-
gion, in reality he acts in the
name of power. The religious
must speak up when their faith
is misrepresented. Faith im-

that duty on the religious.
et, the faithful are almost al-
ways reluctant. The faithful
believe that by criticizing the
fanatics, they may somehow be
undercutting their faith. Not at
all. Muslims must not be
afraid to speak up against the
Taliban, for instance — for the
crimes they are committing
against women in the name of
Islam in Afghanistan. Faith
demands it! There is one simple
way to tell a fanatic from a
non-fanatic. The fanatic is so
self-righteous that he does not
have a sense of humour!

Human catastrophes always
start with simple spoken wurc%rs.
Milosevic uttered those devilish
words in Kosovo in 1987, and
quickly his words turned into
actions. Milosevic's words fu-
eled Serb nationalism which in
turn led to Serb fanaticism, and
look what it has done! The fa-
natics must be confronted and
defeated on the battle field — Is-

‘lam does not believe in turning

the other cheek; it only em-
boldens the criminal.

A little anger helps. Because
Muslims were not angry
enough, they lost Kashmir, Al
Quds and sa. If the Mus-
lims get really angry, the
Balkan pogrom could ignite the

assionate revival of the Mus-
ims, in a way
caust did for the Jews.

By Hanna-Barbera
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clients from the Inspectorate,
the Chiel Inspeetor, according
to Dr Khan, would demand to be
invited to meals. Dr Khan as a
junior member of the team
found this gastronomical desire
of his superior distasteful and
unethical. He did got wish to be
associaled with such a practice
and decided to quite. It did occur
to me while listening to Dr
Khan that a less gastronomi-
cally inclined Chiefl Inspector
ol Weights and Measures could
indeed have deprived Pakistan
of the bomb!

Dr Khan then decided to go
abroad for higher studies and
applied for admission to a
number of European Universi-
ties. The place he chose was the
Berlin Technical University,
for a two-year undergraduate
training course in metallurgy.

He took his MSc degree in 1967

from the Delft Technological
University in Holland and his
doctorate from the Louvain
University in 1972,

There is a story behind his
moving over from Germany to
Holland for higher studies. Iy
fact it was mgre in pursuit of
love than of knowledge that he
decided to move over from Ger-

many 1o Holland.: He met his

wile 16 be. Henny, a Dutch girl
| burn in South” Africa quile by

accident while on a visit to the
Hague. They met al the Hague !
post ,office where Dr Khan had
gone to lind out the cost of
‘?gslage stamps Lo Pakistan.
e person at the counter did
not have the inlormation read-
ily available whereas Henny
standing nearby found out the
valuable information from a
note book she possessed and
obliged. While thanking her
and taking leave, Dr Khan did
not fail to note down her ad-
dress and telephone number
and that was the beginning of
the story that ultimately
brought him to Holland. They
got married at the Pakistan
Embassy in Holland in the
early sixties, | was posted to the
Pakistan Embassy in Holland

in 1965 and it so h; ed that
It was my immedia‘%gppfrjeldeces—‘

sor in the Embassy, who as the
consular officer, married them
off. This must be the closest I
ever came to glory as a consular
officer! I mentioned this nar-
row miss to Dr Khan and we
happened to have, as it turned
oul. memories of some common
people and events in Holland of
the mid sixties.

Dr Khan had wished many
times to return to Pakistan al}v
ler his studies abroad. In fact,
in 1967 aftler obtaining his
maslers degree, he applied for a
job with the .Karachi Steel
Mills. It was turned down on
the grounds that he did not pos-
Sess any practical experience.
That made him do his doctorate
in Belgium. Upon obtaining his
doctorate he applied for jobs
both in Pakistan and abroad.
Alas! There was no response
from anyone in Pakistan. He
received a few offers from
abroad out of which a job with
the Australian Atomic Energy
Commission appealed to him.
But just as he and his wife were
gettin? ready for it,. an offer
came from FDO Engineering in
Holland for the post of a Senior

- Metallurgist. That'was perhaps
the luckiest thing that could
happen to Pakistan's yet to be
born nuclear programme. The
FDO Engineering Company was
closely associated with URE-
NCO. the biggest European re-
search organisation. jointly -
sponsored by the USA. Ger-
many and Holland. The organi-
sation was then carrying on re-
search on the enrichment of
uranium through the centrifuge
system. The research pro-
grammg encountered a number
of ticklish problems concern-
ing metal behaviour and as an
able and hard working metal-
lurgist Dr Khan was able to
solve them. That gave him a
good idea about the werking of -
. the centrifuge system — somc-
thing that stood him 'in veiy
good stead in conducting Pak-
istan's nuclear programme.
Dr Khan was in Belgium dur-

ing our liberation war in 1971.
There the news media carried
reports aboui the atrocities
committed by 'Tikka Khan and
his Army’. India was also very

-active then in publicising the

events, said Dr Khan. What he
saw on the television of the sur-
rendler of the Pakistani soldiers
pained him greatly. Dr and Mrs
Khan were then sharing a build-

_ ing with Dr and Mrs Abdul Ma-

jid Molla. both of whom were
medical doctors from
Bangladesh. They were good
friends bul their reaction to the
events of 1971 were very differ-
ent. Whereas the Mollas were
very happy at the emergence of
Bangladesh, the Khans were
gained lo see 1lie break up of
akistan. But then this did not
in any manner ‘affect their
[riendship' Dr Khan said.

Next to the ‘tragic episode’ of
1971, Dr Khan saw the nuclear
explosion of 1974 by India as a
major event. His reaction to
India's exploding the bomb was
that in order to survive as an
independent nation Pakistan
had to go nuclear. He stated this
in a letter he wrote to Mr
Bhutto. the then prime minister
of Pakistan. Bhutto replied to

this letter in "ten days time”
and invited hiimn over to Pak-

istan. They flirst met there in
December 1974, Subsequently
Bhutto had Dr Kkan's creden-
tials checked by the Pakistan
Embassy in Holland, and in
1975, when Dr Khan met him
again in [slamabad, Bhutto re-
quested him not to return to
Holland and to immediately
take charge of Pakistan's nu-
clear programme. The same
evening Dr Khan told his wile of
the offer. This of course meant
his wife's leaving Holland for
good. But Henny had only one
question tor her husband. "Do
you think that you can achieve
something for your country?”
When Dr Khan nodded affirma-
tively, she said, "You stay back
then. Lel me go back to
and wind up.” That is what hap-
ened and the Khans stayed

ack in Pakistan.
What [ollowed then has been

a story of determination, en-
deavour and success. Inspite of
the uncertainties of Pakistan's
politics, successive heads of
government i.e. Bhutto, Ziaul
Huq, Ghulam Ishag Khan, and
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif, each twice over, lent
their total support to the pro-
grainme. Dr Khan said that
coming to work in Pakistan, he
soon realised that it would be
impossible to achieve any suc-
cess through the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission for
it was nothing but a ﬁle-pushﬁ
den of bureaucrats. He propos

to Bhutto that under a separate
organisation set up for the pur-
pose he be given complete H‘EE-
dom of action. In a day's time
Bhutto agreed to his proposal
and the Eastern Research Labo-

ratory. was set.up in Kahuta;.

near Rawalpindi. in 1976, to
carry on Pakistan's nuclear
programme. Later on, as earlier
stated. President Zia renamed it

olland
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after Dr Khan. as ‘Dr A Q Khan
Research Laboratory'. It is there
that Dr Khan and his team_ein-
barked upon Lheir nuclear ven-
ture, I)r Khan drawing a
monthly salary of three llg.nu-
sand rupees. He smilingly rc-
calls that he did not gef any
salary for the first six months
of work but that after a while
the authorities were kind
enough to grant him a special
allowance of 25 per cent of his
salary!

With regard to his work in
Kahuta one can do no better
than to quote Dr A Q Khan from
an article he wrote in 1986 after
Pakistan had succeeded in en-
riching uranium to the critical
level. He wrote, "Notwithstand-
ing the fact that we were handi-
capped by not being able to hold
open discussions with foreign
EXperts or organisations, we
attacked all the problems suc-
cessfully. Our scientists and en-
gineers not only designed and
ran good centrifuges but de-
signed the cascades. worked out
the header piping system, calcu-
lated the ?I‘EESI.ITEE. developed
the control philosophy and de-
veloped software and hardware
for it. It was a hundred per cent
Pakistani effort and success
story.”

In answer to my question Dr
Khan said that the Chaghai nu-
clear blast would never have
taken place but for the Indian
explosion in Pokhran. He also
thought that the BJP govern-
ment did it only to earn popu-
larity among the Indian public.
I commented on the huge ex-
penditure thal both the coun-
tries would have to bear in a
nuclear riice. Dr Khan said that
Pakistan need not be in a race
after having acquircd the capa-
bility of hitting any corner of
India. "India may have other
targets besides Pakistan. It is
their problem. Qur target is
only India,” said he chillingly.
Bul he hastened to repeat reas-
suringly that with a nuclear
balance onc can rule out the
possibility of a nuclear war be-
tween India and Pakistan. In
answer to anolher question he
said that nuclear research work
in Kahuta cost Pakistan no
more than the price of an F-16
aircraft. In nuclear research
what is needed most is knowl- -
edge and intelligence and not
money, he emphasised.

‘Do you have any message
for the new generation of
Bangladesh", was my last ques-
tion, "Yes," he said, "They
should concentrate on science
and technology, because the
progress of a country is basi-
cally dependent on those". He
further said that he would like
to request the Bangladesh gov-
ernment to attach the utmost.
importance to the development
of scientific and technological
education and to be generous in¢
spending  money on it, While.
taking leave’ of Dr Khan, T did’
not wish to express to hirn my
apprehension that his valuable
advice was very likely to fall
irito deaf ears!

HERE is one philosophy

that holds true for every
person in every place. The
universal rule is that all our
acts are selfish. Some have
tried to associate this
behaviour with the presence of a
common :ﬁene in our biological
system called the ‘selfish gene.’
| have not been an ardent
follower of Prof Ahmed Sharif .
Yet, I considered him as a fear-
less person and a symbol of
protest against communalism
and social injustice in our soci-
ety. | enjoyed reading one of his
articles where he said , “"every
adult person in our society is an
opportunist™. The term he used
in Bangla to describe np;:lb_ri';r-
tunist was ‘dhandabaj’. The
depth of this term and his utter
anguish erode significantly
when I attemgl to paraphrase it
in English substijtuting the term
‘dhandabaj’ with ‘opportunist’.

Selfishness usual?y involves
the attainment of power at the
expense of others. The ical
movement was founded before
the discovery of algebra, plan-
ets, electricity, microphone and
loud speakers, the mechanised
print media . radio and televi-
sion. It has endured as the one
model which can explain all
known human behaviour. Each
of us, through natural selection
of the opposite bias, or divine
endowment for our own protec-
tion, is obsessed with our "self.

Selfishness is the reason
why people establish business.
As business are the smallest
functional unit of our togay's
corporate society, the focus on
the self becomes legitimised
and entrenched in our think-
ing. It is the reason why a com-
pany which provides ever]};day
services may declare without
apology that it cannot make a
profit from a certain class of
customer. [t sees a valid pretext
to withdraw its provision of
those services.

Almost every resident of our
prison will pronounce his or
‘her innocence to his or her dy-
ing breath. Against titanic evi-
dence, they will deliver pas-
sionate appeals for clemency
with the utmost sincerity. The
condemned claim victimhood

as they are sent to a place be-
yond the senses, It is said to be a
tremendous and noble feat for
people to judge themselves ob-
jectively and find failure. We
expect to spend too much time
propping up our own egos for
any negative thoughts to get in
the way. Irony becomes vivid
when our politicians sing the
same ‘song of six-pence’ "with

blind eyes but forcelul open

voice. Hartals become the key to
unlock the doors of the prison

cells of their political mates no

matter what criminal history

they may have had.

Humans have a pathological
fear of death. We die in unfath-
omable numbers. The divine
punchline is the weapon b
which we conform to society’s
mould. Yet we funnel the death
through hospitals and nursing
homes to an unseen place, to be
cared for by anonymous agents.
An immortal would have no
qualms watching a stranger die.
We shun dying and dead people
because as we look upon their
dead bodies, we see a reflection
of our own immorality in their
eyes.

Every single members of
NATO have at one stage struck
upon the brilliant idea that if
they had left the Balkans in a
state of civil war, they would
kill each other off and annihi-
late the problem by themselves
without their intervention.
Selfishness is ultimately the
reason why people usually dis-
card modern medicine when
terminal disease has been diag-
nosed, and feed the vulture-like
'natural medicine’ industry at
the expense of all ngpnrtunuy
to come to terms with their im-
pending death.

" Selfishness, so innate to ev-
erything that humans stands
for, is the cornerstone of what |
call anti-intellectualism. This
philosophy, spread thick across
Bangladesh is the rejection of
logical thought and evidence in
exchange for a convenient ex-
planation which satisfies one's
selfishness. It lies within the
capacity of most of us with av-
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-the drug

erage mental capacity to believe
everything that are given in
print form or
through the rented micro-
phones,

The opposition parties de-
clare that the party in power
has done all wrong and sold the

~country to another power. If

they were in the same situation
as the opposition, they would
perceive a lack of understand-
ing from the government. It all
depends on where the °I' is.
“Tell me which solution gives
me or us the best deal, then [
will tell you what the rest of the
country should have”. Many of
us do believe these because these
have come aloud through the
wires of an
gadget or have been

the newspaper which cannot
lie. Our judgment remains

locked in a cage.

Selfishness leads, as well as
this, into self-justification.
Self-justification is what al-
lows one group to call their op-
ponents by filthy names, albeit
with a clear conscience . Self
-justification is the reason why
smokers interrupt conversa-
tions and get angry at tobacco
companies, governments and
even doctors, when they are di-
agnosed with cancer twenty
years later. Selfishness and
sell-justification are the rea-
sons \why Bill Clinton lied
l:hrnuﬁh his teeth on the world
stage and then refused to admit
it. Selfishness and self-justifi-
cation are the reasons why our

rinted in

" liberation history received

humiliation in the wron
hands for twenty one years af-
ter Bangabandhu's death. Self-
ishness and self-justification
are the reasons why the mur-
derers of Bangabandhu and our
national leaders were spared
from being tried . Selfishness
and self-justification are the
reasons why our national slo-
gan ‘Joy Bangla' was sent in
captivity.

Self-justification is behind
addicts's denial of
their problems. Young people
demand an end to marijuana or
Phensidyl prohibition. citing

1

amplified -

expensive electronic .

or Identity|

analgesic properiies for the
terminally ill. tax revenue po-
tential and indesiructible
cluthin%. The retort ‘you just
want it legal so you can smoke
it cheaply and not get put in
jail's so mind-numbingly obvi-
ous. Not one of those dopeheads
is prepared to say it that
clearly. Obviously, they know
that argument would fail be-
cause it is too selfish. So they
masquerade under the banner
of the other arguments while
single-mindedly pursuing their
own interests. They insult their
own intelligence by believing
that I might fall for it.

I feel disturbed when [ read
of hartals being staged payin
no heed to people’s choice, o
appalling amount of crime
happening in our society. and of
the corruption of our key min-
ders. The horror comes not in
the fact that other people may
get away with such crap. The
horror is that the selfishness
inherent in these people’'s
thinking is a part of me. | am

uite capable of everything that
they do. The parade of indict-
ments on the page of our news-
paper carries the unceasing
message: these people are
within us. These people reflect
what my behaviour would be if |
were placed in lheir envircn-
ment.

Socrates spoke of a ‘final
cause’. for which he traced a
situation back through its ini-
tiating event, then to its initiat-
ing event, and so on, to whittle
out the primary reason for
something. Imagine two dogs of
the same breed standing side by
side. To determine their gender,
a friend of yours describes that
the one on the left is bigger,
stronger, hairier, and more fe-
rocious than the other. Does
this make that dog mal= ? If you
could perform your own opser-
vations, what defining charac-
teristics would you look for to

" settle the matter once -and for

all? The search is for identity
Nnow. Fimi s

The writer is the mﬂrdma
tor of the Development Studies

ramme at the University of |
Melbo

urne, Australia.
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