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Folk Theatre is a Unifying Event

comments right now as [ have
beert here in Bangladesh for
such a short time compared to
ten years in China and Japan, It
would be unfair to make a com-
parison within this situation. 1
am here to make a pre-research
for the popular theatre spe-
clally ‘jatra’, as I see similari-
ties in the folk theatre of China,
Japan and now Bengal(l shall
include studies of West Ben-
gal).In touring groups, in the en-
tertainment centres in the
cities or in the villages, there

Dr hr}stina Nygren, a theatre scholar from eden.' is speaking at a day-long seminar on Popular anld Folk Theatre in
China and Japan fitled "Theatre of and for the People: A Contextualised View on Popular Theatre,” organised by Centre for

Asian Theatre (CAT) at the Geothe-Institut Dhaka yesterday.

R Crislina Nygren,
DDnﬂtur ol Philosophy in
Theatre History and
Theory, who held a seminar on
popular and Folk Theatre in
China and Japan at the Goethe
Institut, said that the theatre
life in Japan and China shows a
great variety of examples of the
important functions of theatre
and dance for the public at
large. in everyday life, as well

by Fayza Haq

d5 in . religious or secular
festivals and helidays. She said
that popular. theatre is
integrated in sociely and in
people’'s life, not only as an
aesthetic experience or as enter-
tainment for the common peo-
ple. The performances, she
stressed are often significant
for a feeling of community or
serve like unilying events for
certaini groups in the social
siructure,

Dr Nygran said that the
main point ol departure for this
rescarch work is to reach an
understanding of the popular
theatre and dance as it appears
i1 i1ls natural context. The work

of art is not looked upon sepa-
rately, but is regarded in a
broad perspective, in which the
performance, the acting space,
the audience/participants, en-
vironmenlt and the so-
cial/religious situation are

equally emphasised, she added.

A cross-disciplinary method is
used in order to investigate en-
counters in the popular theatre
and to shed lights on the overall
‘even' as an 'on-the-spot-ac-
count’. The total experience is
based on tradition. social con-
text, political governing , phi-
losophy and religion. The even
is . a complex communication
where many components con-
tributes to the picture experi-
enced by each and every specta-
tor/participant."

Dr Nygren continued to say,”
"The term ‘popular culture’ is
delined in its broadest sense, to
some extent including mass cul-
ture and folk culture, and the
delinitions of 'higtﬂjr W and
lowbrow: are regarded as ex-
trenies on each side of an over-
lapping middle zone, where the
differences are not clearly visi-
ble. Two sub-divisions are
recognised delined by popular
theatre and folk theatre. de-

pending on the performing
space and its aim and function.
"Popular Theatre' indicates per-
formances created to be dis-
tributed to a large audience, of-
ten in the cities and particu-
larly in1 the hig cities, or for ex-
lensive touring. 'Folk Thealre'
designates provincial theatre
and dance, connected to tradi-
tions, -customs and life styles in
certain geographical areas. It is
specially valuable as a carrier
of religion, history, morals and
values and permeates the life of
the rural people.’

-

Asked why she went to study
particularly in China and
Japan Dr Nygren says, I
wanted to go there as a child,
and having completed my stud-
ies there returned home. Since |
was a child [ was doing amateur
theatre. [ studied theoretical
drama at school and took part
in every possible drama group's
aclivities. Eventually I entered
the, drama department of the
University of Stockholm.'

Talking about whether she
found anything in common
with Far Eastern drama and
Bangladeshi drama. "Yes. but I
don't want to make any speeilic

are many things in common,
“but as I am working with con-

textualised study, [ don't take
the arl work of Lhe stage into

consideration as the primary
interest. [ am working with the
audience, the place where the
play is performed, the political,
social and economiic situation.
This , for me, is as important as
the art work. I am trying to put
the theatre which is a work of
art in the context of everything
around. It would not be right to
study the art form on its own. ]
have to grasp the situation in
many fields before 1 am able to
make an analysis,” she contin-
e,

'l have been to most of the
parts of Bangladesh to study my
work, In three weeks, this time .
I wentl to eight 'jatra' perflor-
mances in places like Feni,
Manikganj, Munshiganj. We
had to go by boat and walk
miles for this," she added.

“In the workshop at the
Goethe Institut | dealt with the
travelling theatre groups in
China and Japan and also some
of the more sophisticated popu-
lar theatre in the cities. These
are popular commercial the-
atres,” she informed us.

"l am not against high-
browed theatre but I think that
it is very important that we re-
spect and accepl popular folk
theatre as important as high-
browed theatre. Let the people
who want to intellectualise the-
atre do that. And let the people
who want to experience theatre
do that,” she said.

This is Dr. Nygren's third
trip to Bangladesh and she
hopes to come for three years to
do research on the popular the-
atre. This time she came just to
make her contacts, and go homne
and make an application to her
government lor a fellowship.

Nazrul Turns A Century Old

-

By Nadine Murshid

AZRUL Islam. Bengal's
N rebel poet, turned a

century old - too bad he
Isn't here to celebrate it. But
with or without him, the Nazrul
enthusiasts are celebrating his
birthday with enthusiasm and
excitement. The Committee of

National Level Celebration of
Nazrul's Islam's:

Birthiday organized a discussion

100th |

vestreday. 30 April 1999, at the
National Museum to open the
month long celebration of the
poet’'s birthday.Justice Habibur

Rahman inaugurated the
month long program and State
Minister Obaydul Kader
presided over the ceremony.
The discussion began with
Muhammad Nurul Huda's wel-
coming speech, where he
‘thanked the audience and the
guesls for their presence. Then

Rafiqul Islam. conveynor of the

music part, Shudhin Das, Mom-

tajuddin Ahmed, conveynor of -
the recitation part, Mohammad

Moniruzzaman. conveynor of
the poetry part. Dr Anisuzza-
man. conveynor of the Interna-
tional part and Hashem Khan,
conveynor of the art exhibition
spoke on the occasion. They all
spoke at length on Nazrul Islain
and his contribution to the
world of music, poetry and

art.

After their speeches Justice
Habibur Rahman conveyed his
greelings to Nazrul and talked
about Nazrul, as a rebel, as a
fighter and as’' a human being.
Then, Obaydul Kader, State
Minister, Sports and Culture
Ministry, said a few words on

Nazrul Islam and his quali-
ties, which still has a mind-
boggling effect on the general

people.

Confident on the catwalk: AD 2000 Q[ gan

]

2ed a fashion show yesterday at Hotel Purbani.
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BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia visited JCD leader Sayed Ali, who was injured in an

attack by terrorists recently, at a city clinic yvesterday.
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Rob calls for
formation of
upper house
Iin parliament

President of Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) and Minister
for Fisheries and Livestock A S
M Abdur Reb said in the city
yesterday that national
pl’l}gf,a"ess and political stability
could be ensured by enabling
the professional social forces to
take part in policy-making pro-
cess, reports BSS,

Speaking al a discussion
meeting organised by JSD in
observance of the May Day at
Colonel Taher Auditorium, Rob
called for the formation of up-
per house in parliament to
make an end to what he termed
as political unrest.

- Diarrhoea claims 62 in
Noakhali, Laxmipur dists

NOAKHALI, Apr 30: Diar-
rhoea broke out in an epidemic
form in Noakhali and
Laxmipur districts claiming 62
lives and affecting 5,000 people
in last one month till April 24,
reports UUNB.

According to the district
Civil Surgeon office, Sudharam.
Companiganj and Hatia of
Noakhali district are the worst
alfected thanas.

Officials said 25 people died
and 2,735 were allected by the
walerborne disease in the three
thanas during the period.

Some 107 medical teams
have been working round-the-
clock in the affected areas of
Noakhali district while 87 in
Laxmipur to combat the dis-
ease, the ollicials added.

But unofficial sources
claimed that the death (oll in
the two districts would be
higher than the official figure.

According 1o statistics pro-
vided by Poor Development
Prograinme (PDP), a non-gov-
ernment development organi-
sation, 61 people died and 3,860
were atlacked by the disease in
Noakhali alone during the pe-
riod.

The death toll from the dis-
ease in four thanas of Laxmipur
district during the period is 37
while the numbers of affected
people are 2,458, the PDP
sOUrces said,

Local elite attributed the
outhreak of the waterborne dis-
ease to scarcity of pure drinking

committee of
BCU formed

By DU Correspondent

A 4]-member central com-
mittee of Bangladesh Chhatra
Union [BCU) was formed yes-
terday with Monjur-e-Khoda
Tarik and Hasan Tarik
Chowdhury Sohel as its presi-
dent and general secretary re-
spectively.

The new committee was an-
nounced on the concluding day
of tite organisation's three-day
national council held at the
TS5C auditorium of Dhaka
University.

Other office-bearers are;
Vice-presidents — Atiqul Islam,
Hafiz Adnan Riyad, Nadira

=sultana Nadi, Abdur Rab
Mosharal, Mostala Kamal
Milan, M Noor Alam and

Mohammad Harun: organising
secretary — Shariful Islam:
lreasurer — Aninda Rahman:
oflice secretary — Biswajit Das:
education and research secre-
tary Mahmud Hossain
Rhokan; publicity secretary —
sSarwar Morshed Mannan: cul-
lural secretary — Palash Basak;
and social welfare secretary —
Nazrul Islam,

Discussion on
Ustad Abed

Hossain Khan
By Staff Correspondent

A discussion meeting was
held at the German Cultural
Centre auditorium in the city
vesterday marking the third
death anniversary of Ustad
Abed Hossain Khan, a classical
music exponent.

Ustad Ayet Ali Khan Sangeet
Niketan organised the discus-
sion meeting and a musical
programme in the evening,
President of the organisation
Mobarak Hossain Khan chaired
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ty yesterday to mark the May Day.
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the function,

After the discussion, singer

Nilufer Yasmin gave a presenta-
ton of vocal music composed
by Ustad Abed Hossain Khan.
. A number of artistes includ-
ing Reenat Fauzia, Afsana Khan
and Rukshana Khan presented
instrumental music composed
by Shahadat Hossain Khan.

44 phensidyl
bottles seized

MYMENSINGH, Apr 30: Po-
lice in a raid seized 44 hottles of
Indian phensidyl from an area
adjacent to the town's China
Bridge on Thursday night, re-
ports UNB,

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
police conducted the raid and
seized the bottles wrapped in a
polythene bag.

The drug users and sellers
managed to escape arrest by
jumping into the river
! Brahmaputra.

more cyclone
shelters

Civil Ayiation. Tourism and
Works Minister Engdincer
Mosharral Hossaim said the
goveroment has tndertaken a
masterplan o build more cy-
clone shelters in the coastal ar-
cas lo save life from natural
calamities, reports BSS,

The minister was speaking
al a function in the city on
Thursday, organised by the
Swandip Samity in Dhaka, in
memory ol the victims of the
devastating tidal surge of April
29, 1991 in the coastal belt.

Presided over by Mustafizur
Rahman. MP. the [unction was
addressed, among others, by
Deputy Minister for Local Gov-
eranment Rural Development
arnd Cooperatives Saber Hos--
sain Chowdhury, Belal Mo-
hamimad. and organiser of the
Swacthin Bangla Betar Kendra,
Col [Retd} Didarul Alam and
former MP Obaidul Hug,

siressing the need for united
eltorts fo face natural disasters.
Enginecer Mosharral called for
creating qwareness among the
people and taking timely mea-
sures to save life.

He said thousands of people
died in the '91's tidal surge for
lack ol timely measures.

One arrested with
500 grams of heroin

in Bagerhat

BAGERHAT. -Apr 30
Detlective police arrested a
youth along with 500 grams of
heroin at Syambagat area in
Fakirhat thana on Thursday
afternoon. reports UNB.

The alleged drug trafficker
Azad. 25, a resident of the area.
conlessed to collecting the drug
from Pakistan in complicity
with international smugglers.

"The leather packel contain-
ing the killer narcotics showed
‘Made in Pakistan,' amply prov-
ing his involvement in trans-
border illegal trade,” said a po-
lice source, :

A case was registered against
him with police.

Obituary

Foriner Superintendent of
Police Harun-ur-Rasheed died
of various ailments at his
Shymoli residence yesterday.
He was 70, reports UNR.

He lefl behind his wife, four
sons, three daughters, grand-
sons and granddaughters and a
host of relatives and admirers
to mourn his death.

Harun-ur-Rasheed's Namaj-
e-janaza was held at Ring Road
Jamia Mosque alter Asr
prayers. A munber of JP leaders
including Kazi Zafar Ahmed.
Naziur Rahman Monju, Saifur
Rahman and Taiabur Rahman
allended the janaza.

The body will be laid to rest
at his family graveyard in

- Jahlakathi town today..

New central | Govtto build  'BNP out to impede |

democratic

F |
progress

NARSINGDI, Apr 30: Local
Government, Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman has called
upor the people to build united
resistance against the political
beneficiaries who are out to
create artificial issue in the
name of anti-government
movement, reports BSS,

“You will have to fight
against the cliques who are
reaping political fortunes by
calling hartals and deteriorat-
ing law and order situation in
the country.” he said. -

He was addressing a publi
meeting at the Sirajnagar M A
Pilot School ground yesterday
under the auspices of Raypura
Thana Awami League, an offi-
cial press release said today.

Rahman said the Leader of
Lhe Opposition is out to impede
the dernocratic progress and the
rule of law, Enut.:-:;mu‘a,g;{imrI anar-
chy by calling mindless hartals.

‘Her only aim is to capture
power by destabilising the
country and destroying democ-
racy.” he said, adding BNP has
chosen the path of self-annihi-
lation by calling frequent har-
lals, inflicting sufferings on the
people.

Presided over by Afzal Hos-
sain, the meeting was also ad-
dressed, among others, by Sci-
ence and Technology Minister

Lt Gen (Retd) Mohammad Noor
Uddin Khan, Raziuddin Razu.
MP. president of Narsingdi
District Awami League Advo-
cate Asaduzzaman and general
secretary Mahbubur Rahman
Bhuiyan.

BUETTA
rejoinder

The BUET Teachers' Associ-
ation (BUETTA) has sent a re-
joinder to a news item head-
'}ined 'BUET teachers hit back'
published in The Daily Star
yesterday.

The rejoinder said, "We are
shocked to see that our state-
ments made during the press
conference on April 29 have
been incorrectly reported by
your correspondent in the sec-
tion — "Admitting that the inci-
dents like giving proxy in ex-
aminations have taken place at
the university in the past, the
faculty leaders said authorities
had not previously taken action
against the responsible for the
sake of congenial atmosphere
at the university. "But we can-
not allow such incidents any
more," they concluded.'

It added: "There is no ques-
tion of admitting that incidents
like impersonation in an exam-
ination had taken place at the
university in the past. In fact,
this is the first detected incident
of impersonation in an ex-
amination in BUET. So the
question of not taking any ac-
tion in previous cases does not
arise at all.”

Inquilab
Clarification
and our reply

So far Quaderia Publications
& Products Lid, since estab-
lishment in 1985, has received
4 project loans from Scnali and
Janata Bank.

The default amount claimed
by Sonali Bank is being dis-
puted by us for the last four

ears, Ihere are discrepancies.

e. borrowed Tk 2.21 crore
against which we paid Sonali
Bank Tk 2.72 crore. The balance
amount claimed is purely inter-
est. We objecled to the Bank
about the way the interest was
calculated. The:bank agreed to
waive the interest amount only
partially. We didn't agree to it.
The matter is thus awaiting
disposal.

Regarding Riverside Leather
& Foolwear Industries [Pvt) Ltd,
which commenced its produc-
tion on 25-08-1996, we faced
adverse political situation, se-
vere power shortage, devastat-
ing flood of last year. After
watching erratic power situa-
tion, our foreign partner did not
find any interest in cooperating
with us. Although we borrowed
crores of taka for importing
Gas-Generator, it took Titas Gas
over two years to provide gas.
Meanwhile we have lost valu-
able time and business. We suf-
fered another set-back after
cancellation of one big order
due to devastating flood.

All this information were
conveyed to the Sonali Bank
repeatedly. We are now prepar-
ing paper lor rescheduling of
loan as per bank instruction.

- Arshia Apparels Ltd's de-
fault arose from its stock lot
amounting to Tk 268.48 lakh.
Out of it an amount of Tk 105.72
lac has been paid. The project
loan sanctioned for Arshia is
being paid regularly. The com-
pany applied to the bank to
make a payment schedule for
the amount owed to them, due to
the stock-lot. The bank refused
to do it so far. Despite collecting
a ‘substantial amount against
the stock-lot bank didn't

provide any cooperation to this
company in this regard. Never
did the bank inform Arshia in
wriling about the overdue loan.
This is because Arshia is paying
its due against project loan reg-
ularly and its is also adjusting
the amount owed due to stock
lot from ils export earning,

Shaheen & Brothers Ltd is
banking with Sonali Bank for
last 15 years. It has paid off the
project loan borrowed from
Sonali Bank. Each year it is
taking cash credit from Sonali
Bank for purchasing potato.
From the beginning we have
done it very smoothly. The
amount owed now to Sonali
Bank is due to collapse of potato
market in 1997. It affected al-
most all the cold storage of
Bangladesh not only Shaheen &
Brothers Ltd. All the concerned
banks understood the situation
and decided to continue busi-
ness with borrower despite un-
paid amount, Shaheen & Broth-
ers Ltd was no exception to that.

The Board of the bank and
top management along with

Public Relation Department
started a concerted campaign to
malign us and our business. We
always take our bank as our
business partner. It is for the
mutual benelit for both the
banker and the client, that they
cooperate with each other. In-
stead of getting any coopera-
tion, what we are experiencing
is a systematic effort to harm
our business. It is a tragedy and
unfortunate for us due to which’
we have been constrained to
serve a al Notice upon Son-
ali Bank for refraining its un-
desirable acts against us.

Our reply: The rejoinder
signed by A S M Bagibillah,
identified as a ‘director of the
Inquilab Group Company’, clar-
ifies the companies’ position
reFarding business and loan
related issues with Sonali
Bank.

The rejoinder gives a de-
tailed description of the Group's
loans and businesses with
Sonali Bank but does not men-
tion how much money re-
mained overdue which was the
main focus of the Daily Star re-
port.

Amran Hossain, Staff photographer
I got married on Thursday.
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