DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 1, 1999

...........

.............

e [ .

Muglim Congress (I) Party supporters burn an effigy of In-

dian Prime Minister Atal Be

hari Vajpayee and regional

leader Mulayam Singh Yadav during a demonstration out-
side New Delhi's Jama Masjid, after the Jumma prayers.
The demonstrators accused Yadav of blocking the Congress
Party's bid for power, after Vajpayee's coalition govern-
ment fell on April 17 , ushering fresh general elections.

— AFP photo

Man executed for murder in US:
A marf who robbed and slashed the throat ol a 70-year-old
woman was executed by injection, AP reports from Jarratt.

‘Ronald Dale Yeatts, 38, made no final statement Thursday.
Yeatts went to the remote farmhouse of Ruby Meeks Dodson's in
the fall of 1989 looking lor drug money, according to an ac-
complice. The two pretended to have car trouble and asked for
glasses of water. Once inside, they ransacked the home, took
1.400 dollars and killed Dodson.
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Australian woman
- An Australian woman who faile
USY of jewellery when leaving Myanmar has been sentenced to
10 years in Yangon's infamous Insein Prison, a report said
yesterday, AFP reports from Sydney, .
Australian officials in Hangkng told the Sydney Morning
Herald the 53-year-old woman., who is married with children,
was convicted late last year. The Department of Foreign Affairs
in Canberra confirmed the sentence and said she had been
visited by a consular official, but was not allowed telephone
contacts. She is launching an appeal. The colonial-era Insein
Prison has a reputiation for the harsh treatment of inmates.

A group of children from an Islamic School in Kampung
Baru read a newspaper before commencing their Jumma
prayer in the Mosque Friday in Kuala Lumpur. Ummi Hal-
fida "Ali; the sister of ousted deputy premier Anwar
Ibrahim’s former private secretary, is filing a
against -Harakah, a newsletter published by the Malaysia
Islamic Party, for a satirical article about her published

libel suit

— AFP photo

Ex-Colombian official shot dead:

A former Colombian attorney general who served three years in
prisorn for accel;ung bribes from drug barons was gunned down
1e southwestern city of Cali, police said. AFP

Guillermo Villa Alzate was shot by gunmen on motorcycles
who intercepted his car in a residential part of Cali. Police
General Jorge Montero told journalists. Villa Alzate was forced
in 1990 over accusations of links to the drug barons of
the Calj cotaine cartel. At the time he was working closely with
police whb ‘were trying to identify the drugs barons.

Quake Shakes Y'SlaVia: An earth

tremor rocked the Serbian cities of Belgrade and Novi Sad
yesterday, residents and local media said. The Yugoslav state
Ilﬂwsl-a‘ftnﬂ}’ Tanjug said an earthquake of weak intensity hit
e and the northern city of Novi Sad at 5:30 am (0330
GMT). Reuter reports [rom Belgrade.
ratde residents sald buildings shook. They reported
hearing no blasts and did not link the tremor to NATO air raids
over-the capital earlier in the night. Belgrade radio station
Radio Novosti reported an earthquake in both Belgrade and
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NATO blows up army HQs in Belgrade

BELGRADE. Apr 30: NATO
jets struck belore dawn Friday
in the heart ol Belgrade, blast-

ing the headquarters of the Yu-.

goslav army..the Federal Inte-
rior Ministry and a residential
neighbourhood in the alliance's
strongest attack so far on the
Yugoslav capital's centre, re-
ports AP.

The attack occurred hours
before special Russian media-
tor Viktor Chernomyrdin was
due in Belgrade on a diplomatic
mission to promole a peace
plan lor Yugoslavia.

-American civil rights leader
Jesse Jackson also was in Bel-
grade on a mission to win {ree-
dom for three US POWs held by
Yugoslavia and try to help find
a resolution to the conflict.
Jackson called the bombing
“intense” but said he thought
there was an opening for
diplomacy.

"Until there's a diplomatic
breakthrough, the bombing will
escalate and will expand." he
said.

Following a series of huge
explosions on Friday, fire and
thick smoke rose above several
major government buildings,
and streets were littered with
broken glass. tree limbs and de-
bris,

Gaping holes were visible in
the army's red, fortress-like
twin ‘headquarters buildings.
Nearby buildings including the
Yugoslav Foreign Ministry and
the Serbian government. head-
quarters also were heavily
damaged, with holes bashed in
their facades and doors and
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window frames blown out,.

Radio Novosti said a police-
man and two other people were
killed. The Tanjug news agency
reported eight injuries in the at-
tacks on Belgrade and an un-
specified number of deaths,

The Yugoslav Interior Min-
istry was targeted for a second
time since the airstrikes began
on March 24 and wilnesses said
it also was substantially dam-
aged.

Hours later, dazed soldiers
cleaned up the tangle of twisted
steel and concrete and firemen
stumbled over the debris in
front of army headquarters.
Stunned onlookers wept.

"They are destroying us, one
by one, piece by piece.," said
Jasminka Radovanovic, 30.
"What do they want from us?”

Studio B television. located
near the army headquarters,
Fieased transmitting temporar-
ily.

Missiles also struck the
Vracar residential district, less
than two kilometres southeast
of the army headquarters,
damaging two houses and de-
stroying several cars, At least
four people. including one
woman, were injured, The
blasts shattered a water main,
flooding the area.

Witnesses reported jets fly-
ing low overhead and dropping
bombs after coming under
heavy anti-aircrafl lire.

The attack came several
hours alter NATO jets blasted a
teleccommunicatlions lower
southeast ol the capital, knock-
ing Serbian state television off

HR abuse during Marcos’ 2-yr rule

US judge approves $150m

settlement for victims

HONOLULU, Apr 30: A US
federal judge has approved a

150 million dollars settlement -

of claims of human rights
abuses that occurred under the
20-year reign of former Philip-
pine dietator Ferdinand Mar-
Ccos, reports AP, _

However, the settlement ap-
proved Thursday doesn't take
effect until the Philippine gov-
ernment approves the transfer
of the money from a Swiss bank
account that holds 590 million
dollars in frozen Marcos family
assets.

District Court Judge Manuel
set a deadline of May 10 for the
money to be deposited into an
account ajl First Hawaiian
Bank.

The judge, in a temporary
order issued in February, pegged
final approval on the money be-
ing deposited lirst. But Philip-
pine President Joseph Estrada

wvas lold-hewonldivt release the

motey winkil a bl setllement
was declared. saicd Birch Bavh. a

former US senalor representing
the president at the hearing.
ach of the claimants will
receive about 16,000 dollars
each under terms of the settle-
ment. which left open the ques-
tion of attorneys fees.
The plaintiffs were awarded
2 billion dollars in damages by
the court, but subsequent nego-
tiations ended in February with

preliminary approval ol the
150 million dollars settlement.

‘It certainly is not what |
would like to have happen, but
it's the only money available 1o
the plaintiifs." said Real, a Los
Angeles-based judge. "There
should be some closure to this
matter.”

The deal settles all past and
future class-action claims by
the more than 9.500 Filipinos
who say they were detained and
tortured for opposing Marcos,
and of people who say family
members were killed by the
regime.

A group representing some
victims went before the judge to
oppose the lawsuit, pointing to
a clause that says the Marcoses
never have been charged civilly
or criminally with a human
rights violation anywhere in
the world.

“Judge Real ... is not familiar
with-the political implications
of the settlement,” said Neri
Colmanares, who was tortured
and held for four years during
the Marcos reign. "All he is
worried about is the legal im-
plications."

Real says the clause is in-
cluded in almosl all court set-
tlements, and carries no force
of law, but Colmanares said Lhe
Marcoses will use the wording
lo say they were absolved of
orilt.
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Buddhist devotees give alms to a monk at the Swoyamb-

hunath stupa in Kathmandu

Friday on the occasion of

the 2543rd anniversary of Lord Buddha's birth. Nepal ob-
gserved Buddha's birthday by organising various pro-
grammes, especially in Kathmandu and Lumbini, , the

birth place of Buddha.

— AFP photo

the air. Tanjug said one person
was injured.

Several other targets throu-
ghout Yugoslavia were also hit
overniglit.

It was unclear how the attack
would affect Chernomyrdin's
mission. The former Russian
prime minister was to explore
ways of narrowing the gap
between NATO and President
Slobodan Milosevic on a settle-
ment to the Yugoslav crisis.

In Bonn, Germany, Cher-
nomyrdin insisted a halt to the

bombing was a precondition for
eace lalks, something the al-
lance has repeatedly refused.
While acknowledging
"movement” toward a settle-
ment following talks with the
Russian envoy. German Chan-
cellor Gerhard Schroeder in-
sisted Milosevie has to with-
draw Serb-forces from Kosovo
tirst before the bombing could
be suspended,
The Russian plan calls for a
UN-controlled international
peacekeeping force in Kosovao.
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A view of the damaged Yugﬂ:ala»:--};::-iy hea

dquarters after

NATO carried out bombing raids early Friday morning in
central Belgrade. Beta news agency reported that the
army headquarters was in flames after the explosions
adding that buildings including the Yugoslav Foreign

Ministry were damaged.

— AFP photo

More than 600,000 ethnic
Albanian refugees have fled
Kosovo since last month, and
hundreds of thousands more
are homeless and displaced in
the province,

In Macedonia, where 6.000
refugees arrived Thursdayv, re-
lief workers said a Serb cam-
paign to drive ethnic Albanians
from other parts of Serbia is

apparently forcing refugees to

hike across remote areas where
Yugoslavy forces have laid
mines,

Reuter adds from Brussels: A
European Union ban on the
supply of oil and oil products to
Yugoslavia has taken effect, a
European Commission
spokésman said today.

IU's in place.” spokesman
Nigel Gardner said in response
Lo a quesliorn.

The ban, agreed by the 15 EU
governments last week, was en-
dorsed by the bloc's ministers at
a meeling in Luxembourg on
Monday.

It is intended to complement
NATO's efforts to isolate Yu-
goslavia and prevent the supply
of fuel to President Slobodan
Milosevic's military machine.

Eastern European countries
seeking EU membership. in-
cluding three of ":’ugcs]];n-*ia's
rlri{{hlmurﬁ, Hungary. Bulgaria
and Romania, said this week
they would join the ban.

Russia said today it would
nol join an oil embargo. im-
posed by NATO and EU coun-
tries against Yugoslavia despite
Weslern warnings

(Taiwan police questioning IT

expert on Chernobyl virus

TAIPEI, Apr 30: Taiwan po-
lice today were questioning a
computer expert who mecdia re-
ports said had boasted ol creat-
ing the Chernobyl virus that re-
cently wrought global havoe,
reports Reuter.

Police said 24-year-old Chen
Ing-hau had not been charged
and their investigation had
only begun.

Chen was being questioned
in Taipei on suspicion of inten-
tionally spreading a computer
virus. a crilme that caries a pos-
sible three-year prison lerm.

Aulhorities said Chen Grac-
uated Irom Taipei's Tatung In-
stitute of Technology in 1998
with an information engineer-
ing degree and has since been
undergoing Taiwan's manda-
tory two-year military service.
Reports said Chen's school had
known about his alleged in-
volvement with the virus for a
year. Former classmates and
instructors said he had boasted
of creating the Chernobyl virus
and warned f[riends not to
download it into their comput-
ers.
Though popularly dubbed
Chernobyl because it strikes on
thg April 26 anniversary of the
Soviet nuclear disaster in 1986,
it is knowr Lo experts as CIH.

Colleagues said Chen had

acknowledged using his own
initials in naming the virus.
according lo lthe media reports,

Some reports said Chen had
been reprimanded quietly by
his institute a vear ago bul not
further diseiplined. prompting
an Internet debate about Tai-
wan's vigilance against cyber-
CTITIC,

Chernobvl/CIH is one ol the
most damaging viruses of re-
cent years. having crippled
thousands il not millions ol
compulers worldwide starting
on Monday — particularly in
developing countries where
anli-virus defences are weak.

Estimates vary widely. but
authorities have said Cher-
nobyl hit hundreds of thou-

sands of computers in Souih

Korea., Turkey and China and
tens of thousands in India and
Bangladesh and the Mideast.,

Less widespread than the e-
mail replication virus called
Melissa which swamped Inter-
net servers around the world in
April, Chernobyl and its vari-
ants are [ar more vicious.

Chernobyl/CIH employs a
specilving”  technigque that
clogs 1np a compulters hard -disk
storage system. effectively
crashing most systems and in
many cases making restart im-
possible.

Chen Ing-hou, the creator

of the Chernobyl wvirus, is

all smile while explaining
the making of the deadly
bug at the Criminal Investi-
gation Bureau Friday.
Chen claimed he had cre-
ated the wvirus after being
angered by some computer
software companies which
sold useless anti-virus pro-
grams on the market

— AFP photo

BJP meets today to decide
on alliance for snap polls

NEW DELHI. Apr 30: Indian
caretaker Prithe Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee's Hindu-na-
tionalist party will meet here
this weekend to plan strategies
for the upcoming general elec-
tions, the party said today, re-
ports AFP.

The 1l-member BJP na-
tional executive will meet for
two days beginning Saturday to
decide on the alliances it will
fnr%e for the mid-term polls, it
said. :

Vajpayee resigned on April
17 after his coalition govern-

- ment lost a legislative show of

strength by a single vote in the

- dEE{Jl}F divided lower house of
i

parliament.

President KR Narayanan
dissolved the 545-member
house on April 26 and ordered
snap elections, the third since
1996, alter the opposition lead
by the Congress Bart}; failed to
assemble and alternative coali-
tion government.

The independent Election
Commission will decide the

poll dates alter an all-party
meeting scheduled for Monday.

The BJP, executive: = is
likely to retain all the political
groups which supported the
government during the confi-
dence vote as its poll partners.”
a senior party leader said.

He said the national execu-
tive would also discuss forging
closer ties wilth groups that ex-
tended unexpected support to
Vajpayee's multli-party gov-
ermment during the confidence
vote.

"With most of the allies de-
ciding to continue with the BJP,
the party will not find it difti-
cull lo draw up a cominon elec-
tion programme.” lLe said,
adding the meeting would also
discuss issues such as seal-
sharing.

The Press Trust of India said
the meeting was further ex-
pected to pass a resolution de-
tailing '"the developments
which had led to the fall of the
Vajpayvee governinent and Lhe
machinations of the opposi-
tion.”

The BJP wanis elections as
earlv as June to capitalize on
voters' irritation with Lthe polit-
ical instability, while the
Congress and other opposition
parties have said the polls
should be held in September.

Oulgoing Home Minister Lal
Krishina Advani said on Thurs-
day the snap polls could prove
to be a "blessing” for the BJP,

"The present political crisis
leading to a mid-term poll could
be a blessing as it would give an
opportunity to the voter to
think what kind of a govern-
ment he would want in the next
century,” Advani said. -

Firing a broadside at the
Congress, Advami told a busi-
ness conference here that the
opposition had ousted Vajpay-
ee's 13-month-old government
because of its growing achieve-

SIments.

"What really disturbed the
opponents was that our image
had changed drastically during
the second half of the tenure of
the Vajpayee government.” he
said.

L.

gripped by election

fever, but some by fear

NEPALGUNJ, Nepal Apr 30:
Most Nepalis maY be gripped by
election fever, bul some are
F,ripped by fear that an exireme
eft group ceuld back its poll
boycott with violence. reports
Reutér.

About 13.5 million people
are eligihle to vote in the Hi-
malayan  kingdom's general
election — the third since par-
liamentary democracy was re-
stored nine years ago — which
gets under way on Monday.

Bul the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoists), waging an in-
surgency in some remote and
rugged districts to topple the
constitutional monarchy, has
spurned the ballot box as a

- means to its goal of a commu-
nist republic,

The Maoists have called for
a boyecott of the election. but in-
sist that they will not resort to
violence to scare voters away
f[rom poling stations.

"We have no plan to com-
pletely ruin the entire election

process of the reaclionary sys-
tem.” Prachanda, general secre-
tary of the Maoist parly. told a
local newspaper. .

Lok Bahadur Khatri, a top
bureaucrat in the insurgency-
racked district of Rolpa, told
Reuters that election hopefuls
had been given extra security
after one candidate, a member
of the largest communist party,
was killed by Maoists in neigh-
bouring Rukum.

Vigilance has also been
stepped up in Maoist hotbeds,
which are on maximum secu-
ritv alert for the ballot.

"They will, of course, try to
disrupt the polls,” said Sahabir
Thapa, a senior police officials
in charge of flushing out the
Maoists from their hideouts in
Nepal's mid-western region, 400
km (250 miles) from the capital,
Kathmandu,

Twelve of the Hindu king-
dom's 75 administrative dis-
tricts have been declared "sen-
sitive” for the poll and the Elec-

tion commission has decided to
hold the vote in two phases to
avoid spreading securily forces
loo thinly.

Voting in 39 districts, in-
cluding the Maoist-hit western
Himalayan areas and Lhe
Kathmandu Valley, will be held
on May 3. Other areas will go to
the polls two weeks later.

The threat of violence is a
major issue for parties of all
colours but they are divided
over how to tackle it. A run of
wobbly coalition governments
has left the problem a running
sore. :

The Maoists. considered ide-
ologically close to Peru's Shin-
ing Path, began that insurgency
in February 1996, vowing to
overthrow the constitutional
monarchy which was set up af-
ter bloody street protests ended
a 30-year autocratic regime in
1990,

They are active in backward
areas, where poverty is extreme,
literacy is low. the social struc-

ture in akin to feudalism and.
there are no econoniic devel-
opment plans.

There is no evidence that the
Maoists are funded from
abroad. though they are known
to rely on extortion, and looting
mainly banks, Authorities
have seized crude weapons, ex-
plosive and firearms during
raids and encounters with in-
surgents, including some taken
from officials in attacks.

"They are very good at mak-
ing explosive devices,” Thapa
said.

Over 700 people have been
killed in insurgent activities
and in police action in three
Egars since the Maoist problem

gan.

Human rights groups have
pointed fingers at both the gov-
ernment and the Maoists for al-
leged rights violations, and op-
position parties claim that
more people have been killed by
police than by the rebels in ac-
tion,

Nigeria to regain

membership on

LONDON, Apr 30: Common-
wealth foreign ministers on,
Thursday recommended that

Nigeria's three-year suspension

be ended, guaranteeing that
Africa’'s most populous nation
will regain its place.al the end
of May, reports Reuter.

Nigeria was suspended from
the 54-nation grouping of
mainly former British colonies
in 1995 after it executed nine
minority rights activists, in-
cluding writer Ken Saro-Wiwa.

The Commonwealth decided
to act after Nigeria finally em-
barked on a long-promised re-
turn to democracy last year
which culminated in February
in presidential elections to end
15 years of military rule.

The eight-nation Common-
wealth Ministerial Action
Group (CMAG], set up Lo investi-
gate human rights abuses in

member states with military
governments, had decided
unanimuusﬁz that the suspen-

sion be lifte
"CMAG decided to immedi-

ately recommend to Commorn-
wealth heads of government
that Nigeria's suspension [rom
membership of the association
be lifted," said the final slate-
ment, read out Lo journalists by
Zimbabwean Foreign Minister
and CMAG chairman, Stand
Mudenge.

"The group looked forward to
Nigeria lully returning to the
Commonwealth with the as-
sumption of office by the newly
elected government on May 29,
1999." il said.

"On May 29 Nigeria will be a
full member of the Common-
wealth ... we are convinced they
have met all the conditions for
the suspension to be lifted.”
Mudenge said, making clear
that there was no chance that

- Commonwealth heads of gov-

ernment would reject CMAG's
recommendation.
Commonwealth Secretary-
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
will now send a letter to all
member governments asking

them to agree to end the sus-

C'wealth
May 29

pension on May 29, the day
President-elect General Oluse-
sun Obasanjo is due to take of-
lice,

The recommendation to lift
Nigeria’'s suspension is another
sign that the West African na-
tion has come in from the cold
after many years as a pariah
state under a succession of
hardline military rulers,

The CMAG statemient said
that despite deliciencies, the
February elections had been
free and fair, and commended
current military leader General
Abdul Salami Abubakar for
ushering in the transition to
democracy since taking power
last year, :

Deep splits within the Com-
monwealth prevented CMAG
from cracking down too hard
on Nigeria although the minis-
ters did agree a limited package
of sanctions.

The measures were never
imposed but CMAG maintained
some sense of unity, refusing to
consider ending the suspension,
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9 of family
massacred
in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Apr 30:
Kashmiri separatist rebels have
massacred nine rmembers of a
Muslim family as six other
people died in overnight clashes
in the troubled Himalayan
itgle. police said today, reports

Police in Srinagar said
masked gunmen raided a home
in the frontier district of Kup-
wara on Thursday night and
shot dead nine members of a
family including two women
and a leenaged girl.

Three other relatives of Ab-
dul Ahad Ganai, a paid intor-
mant of the police in Kashmir,
were seriously injured in the at-
tack, officials said.

None ol Kashmir's two dozen
Muslim separatist groups has
claimed resporisibility for the
massacre ol Ganai's family in
the village of Krishipora Nagri,
somne 100 kilometres (62 miles)
north of Srinagar.

Top Indian model
shot dead in
Delhi pub

NEW DELHI. Apr 30: A lead-
ing Indian model and television
celebrity was killed in an early
morning shoolout today in one
of New Delhi's upmarket pubs,
the police said today, reports
AFP.

Fashion model Jessica Lal
was hit by a bullet in the head
alter a man fired twice with a
pistol aller he was refused a
drink at the posh “"Tamarind
Courl” bar and restaurant early
this morning,

The 34-year-old model, who
was also a well-known event
manager, died instantly as the
bullet pierced her brain, hospi-
Lal sources here said.

The killer escaped, the police
said.

Estrada holds
secret meeting

with Anwar’s wife

MANILA, Apr 30: Philippine
President Joseph Estrada has
held a secret meeting with Wan
Azizah Wan Ismail, the wife of
jailed lormer Malaysian deputy
premier Anwar Ibrahim,
sources said today, reports AFP,

The meeting took place at
the presidential place late
Thursday, hours after Estrada
said he had not received a for-
mal request lor a meeting with
Azizah. Azizah and her daugh-
ter Nurul [zzah were secretly
taken Irom their hotel to the
place to avoid media attention,
sources said. "We believe the
condition of Anwar was dis-
cussecl, although I can't give any
lurther details," a source said,
adding the meeting took only 30
minutes,
~ - Aegah‘is due to Iy back to
Kuala Lumpur laler today. She
arrived Wednesday as a guest of
former president Corazon
Aquino. The Malaysian gov-
ernment ‘had warned Azizah
against arranging an audience
with Estrada, saying this could
aflect relations between the two
couintries.

lHowever, Estrada has
maintained that the Philip-
pines is a "free country' and
that there was nothing wrong if
il was done privately.

Protest outside courthouse

Turkish court to
set date for
Ocalan’s trial

ANKARA, Apr 30: Protesters
— nmiostly relatives of soldiers
killedd in clashes with Kurdish
rebels — held a noisy demon-
stration Friday outside a court-
house where Turkish authori-
ties were pushing forward with
Ltheir attempt to execute rebel

" leader Abdullah Ocalan, reports

AP,

The Turkish court was
scheduled Friday Lo set the date
for the lirst public appearance
of Ocalan, leader of a Kurdish
guerilla group fighting for an
Aautonomous state in southeast
Turkey. :

The protesters, some draped
in Turkish flags and others car-
rying framed pictures of dead
relatives, shouted anti-Ocalan
slogans.

Some of them broke through
a police escort and punched one
ol Ocalan's lawyers as he
walked into the building. The
police brought in more officers
after the incident.

The court on Thursday com-
bined scveral ongoing cases
agaiist Ocalan. who is charged
witl treason and separatism in
the killings ol more than 9,800
people by his outlawed Kurdis-
tan Workers Party.

Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi addresses the
audience at a California
Welcome Dinner hosted by
the Japan-America Society
in Beverly Hills, California
Thursday.. Obuchi is on a
week-long wvisit to the
United States. — AFP photo



